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Text consolidated by Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre) with amending laws of: 

23 May 1996;
16 January 1997;
22 October 1998;
4 February 1999;
5 June 2003.
If a whole or part of a section has been amended, the date of the amending law appears in square brackets at the end of the section. If a whole section, paragraph or clause has been deleted, the date of the deletion appears in square brackets beside the deleted section, paragraph or clause.
The Saeima 1 has adopted

and the President has proclaimed the following Law:

On the Change of a Given Name, Surname and Ethnicity Record

Chapter I 

Change of a Given Name or Surname

Section 1. 
Reasons for the Change of a Given Name or Surname


A given name or surname may be changed, if one of the following important reasons exists:


1) the given name or surname is difficult to pronounce, cacophonic or it has a pejorative meaning;


2) the given name or surname does not correspond to the ethnicity of the submitter;


3) the submitter has a double surname;


4) the submitter wishes to add the surname of the spouse to his or her surname, if it has not been done when registering the marriage;


5) the submitter wishes to acquire the surname of the actual upbringer thereof;


6) the submitter wishes to regain his or her family name or premarital surname upon dissolution of the marriage;


7) the submitter wishes to regain his or her premarital surname, if the marriage has been declared invalid and the premarital surname has not been restored by a court judgement;


8) the submitter wishes to acquire his or her historic family name in the direct ascending line;


81) the submitter wishes to add a second name to the name recorded in the Birth Register; or


9) another reason, if the Director of the Department of Civil Registries of the Ministry of Justice considers it to be important.

[5 June 2003]
Section 2. 
Reasons for the Refusal to Change a Given Name or Surname


The change of a given name or surname shall not be permitted, if:


1) it injures the interests of third persons;


2) if it contradicts good morals;


3) the submitter has chosen a given name or surname, which is difficult to pronounce or is cacophonic;


4) the submitter is being accused of committing a crime; or


5) the submitter has been convicted for committing a crime and the conviction has not been set aside or extinguished.

Section 3. 
Submission for the Change of a Given Name or Surname

(1) If a citizen of the Republic of Latvia or a person who is not a citizen of the Republic of Latvia or another state, but who has a personal identity number assigned by the Population Register and a permanent place of residence in Latvia, and who has reached 16 years of age wishes to change the given name or surname thereof, such citizen or person shall submit a submission to the Civil Registry Office according to his or her place of residence, indicating the reason for the change of the given name or surname therein.
(2) Minors from 16 years up to 18 years of age may submit a submission regarding the change of the given name or surname with consent of their parents or guardians. If the parents have dissolved their marriage, such parent with whom the child resides shall give consent regarding the change of the given name or surname. If the parents or guardians do not give consent without good cause, the Orphan’s Court shall settle the matter.
(3) If a person has been recognised as lacking the capacity to act by a judgement of a court, the submission thereof shall be submitted by a trustee with the consent of the Orphan’s Court.

(4) A submission regarding the change of the given name or surname shall not be accepted from persons who are serving a sentence.

Section 4.
Documents to Be Appended to a Submission Regarding the Change of a Given Name or Surname

(1) The following shall be appended to a submission regarding the change of a given name or surname:


1) the birth certificate of the submitter or the true copy thereof;


2) the marriage certificate or the true copy thereof, if the submitter is married;


3) the birth certificates of the minor children or the true copies thereof, if the submitter has minor children;


4) the extract from the submitter’s passport or another personal identification document with the personal identity number assigned by the Population Register;


5) the submission that attests to the consent of the parents, guardians or Orphan’s Court regarding the change of the given name or surname, if the submitter is a minor or has been recognised as lacking the capacity to act by a judgement of a court;


6) the photograph of the submitter (4.5x3.5).

(2) If a person of 16 years of age submits the submission regarding the change of the given name or surname prior to receiving a passport or another personal identification document, the birth certificate or the true copy thereof with the personal identity number assigned by the Population Register shall be appended to the submission instead of the passport.

Section 5. 
Examination of a Submission for the Change of a Given Name or Surname

(1) A registrar of the Civil Registry Office shall, according to the documents submitted by a submitter, shall request from the registry institutions the necessary true copies of registers and other documents required for the change of the given name or surname.

(2) In order to prevent the use of the change of a given name or surname with malicious intent, the Civil Registry Office shall send the documents regarding the change of a given name or surname for verification to the territorial State Police Board (Office), which shall give an opinion thereof regarding the results of the verification within 30 days after receiving the documents.

(3) After the verification of documents a registrar of the Civil Registry Office shall send them together with the opinion thereof to the Department of Civil Registries of the Ministry of Justice.

(4) The time period for the examination of a submission regarding the change of a given name or surname shall be three months. The time period may be extended according to the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law.

[5 June 2003]
Section 6. 
Permission for the Change of a Given Name or Surname

(1) Permission for the change of a given name or surname shall be given by the Department of Civil Registries of the Ministry of Justice. The referred to permission shall be a document that attests to the validity of the change of a given name or surname.

(2) A registrar of the Civil Registry Office shall notify a submitter regarding permission for or refusal of the change of the given name or surname.

(3) A refusal to change a given name or surname may be appealed to a court within one month after receiving the notification.

Section 7. 
Supplementation of the Civil Status Registers

(1) On the basis of the permission to change a given name or surname, the registrar of such Civil Registry Office to which a submission regarding the change of the given name or surname has been submitted shall make a note regarding the change of the given name or surname in the passport or another personal identification document of the submitter. The given name or surname of the submitter shall be changed from this moment.

(2) Supplementation in the Civil Status Registers shall be performed according to the procedures specified in Sections 21, 33 and 42 of the Civil Status Documents Law.

(3) If the Civil Status Registers to be supplemented are held in another Civil Registry Office in the territory of the Republic of Latvia, a registrar of the relevant Civil Registry Office shall send a notification regarding the change of a given name or surname to such Civil Registry Office not later than within 10 days from the moment when the given name or surname has been changed.

(4) If the Civil Status Registers to be supplemented are held in the territory of another state, a registrar of the relevant Civil Registry Office shall send a notification regarding the change of a given name or surname through the intermediation of the Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

(5) Supplementation in the second copies of the Civil Status Registers shall be performed according to the procedures specified in Section 39 of the Civil Status Documents Law.

(6) If the marriage of a submitter has been solemnised by a minister, a registrar of the Civil Registry Office shall send a notification regarding the change of the given name or surname to such minister within 10 days from the moment when the given name or surname has been changed.

(7) A registrar of the Civil Registry Office shall notify the Civil Service Administration, the territorial State Police Board (Office) and the division of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs of the Ministry for the Interior according to the place of residence of the submitter regarding the change of the given name or surname not later than within 10 days from the moment when the given name or surname has been changed.

[16 January 1997]

Section 8. 
Issuing of a Personal Identification Document


A person the given name or surname of whom has been changed shall apply within a period of one month to the division of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs of the Ministry for the Interior where a new passport or another personal identification document shall be issued thereto.

[16 January 1997]

Chapter II

Change of an Ethnicity Record

Section 9. 
Reasons for the Change of an Ethnicity Record

(1) An ethnicity record may be changed, if a submitter wishes to enter into the passport or another personal identification document the ethnicity of his or her relatives in the direct ascending line within the limits of two generations, if he or she can prove the belonging to such kinship thereof.

(2) On the basis of this Law an ethnicity record may be changed only once.

[23 May 1996]

Section 10. 
Submission for the Change of an Ethnicity Record

(1) If a citizen of the Republic of Latvia or a person who is not a citizen of the Republic of Latvia or another state, but who has a personal identity number assigned by the Population Register and a permanent place of residence in Latvia, who has reached 16 years of age wishes to change the ethnicity record thereof, such citizen or person shall submit a submission to the Civil Registry Office according to his or her place of residence, indicating the reason for the change of the ethnicity record therein.

(2) Minors from 16 years up to 18 years of age may submit a submission regarding the change of the ethnicity record with the consent of their parents or guardians. If the parents have dissolved their marriage, consent regarding the change of the ethnicity record shall be given by such parent with whom the child resides. If parents or guardians do not give consent without  good cause, the matter shall be settled by the Orphan’s Court.
(3) If a person has been recognised as lacking the capacity to act by a judgement of a court, the submission thereof shall be submitted by a trustee with the consent of the Orphan’s Court.

[16 January 1997]

Section 11. 
Documents to Be Appended to a Submission Regarding the Change of an Ethnicity Record

(1) The following shall be appended to a submission regarding the change of an ethnicity record:


1) the birth certificate of the submitter;


2) the birth certificate of the father or mother or the true copy thereof that attests to the submitter’s kinship with the relatives in the direct ascending line, and the documents affirm the ethnicity of the submitter’s relatives;


3) a marriage certificate or the true copy thereof, if the submitter is married;


4) the birth certificates of the minor children, if the submitter has minor children;


5) the extract from the submitter’s passport or another personal identification document with the personal identity number assigned by the Population Register; and


6) the consent in writing of the parents, guardians or Orphan’s Court regarding the change of the ethnicity record, if the submitter is a minor or has been recognised as lacking the capacity to act by a judgement of a court;


7) [23 May 1996].

(2) If a submitter wishes to have the ethnicity ‘’Latvian’’ entered into his or her passport or another personal identification document, then an education document or another document that attests to the submitter’s highest (third) level of fluency in the official language, but in cases when a submitter is a 1st group disabled person to whom disability has been declared for an unlimited period of time, a 2nd or 3rd group visually-impaired, hearing-impaired or speech-impaired person or a person older than 75 years of age – an education document or another document that attests to his or her middle (second) level of fluency in the official language shall be appended to the submission regarding the change of the ethnicity record.
(3) If a submitter wishes to have the ethnicity ‘’Liiv’’ entered into his or her passport or another personal identification document, and it is impossible to prove it with the documents referred to in Paragraph one, Clause 2 of this Section, an opinion regarding the ethnic origin thereof of the Liiv organisation specified by the Cabinet shall be appended to the submission regarding the change of the ethnicity record.

[23 May 1996]

Section 12. 
Examination of a Submission Regarding the Change of an Ethnicity Record

(1) After the verification of the submitted documents a registrar of the Civil Registry Office shall send them together with the opinion thereof to the Department of Civil Registries of the Ministry of Justice.

(2) A submission regarding the change of an ethnicity record shall be examined and the relevant decision shall be taken according to the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law. [16 January 1997; 22 October 1998; 5 June 2003] 
Section 13. 
Permission for the Change of an Ethnicity Record
(1) Permission for the change of an ethnicity record shall be given by the Department of Civil Registies of the Ministry of Justice. The referred to permission shall be a document that attests to the validity of the change of an ethnicity record.

(2) The Civil Registry Office shall notify a submitter regarding permission or refusal to change the ethnicity record in the documents.

(3) A refusal to change an ethnicity record may be appealed to the court within a period of one month after receiving the notification.

[16 January 1997; 22 October 1998]

Section 14. 
Issuing of a Personal Identification Document


A person, who has received a permission to change the ethnicity record, shall apply within a period of one month to the division of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs of the Ministry for the Interior where a new passport or another personal identification document shall be issued thereto.


The Civil Registry Office to which a submission regarding the change of an ethnicity record has been submitted shall notify the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs regarding the change of the ethnicity record within 10 days after receiving the permission to change the ethnicity record.

[16 January 1997; 22 October 1998]

Section 15. 
Supplementation of the Civil Status Registers

(1) On the basis of the permission to change an ethnicity record the registrar of such Civil Registry Office to which the submission regarding the change of the ethnicity record has been submitted shall supplement the following Civil Status Registers:


1) in the record regarding the submitter’s marriage; and


2) in the records regarding the birth of the submitter’s children (minors).

(2) Supplementations in the second copies of the Civil Status Registers shall be performed according to the procedures specified in Section 39 of the Civil Status Documents Law.

[22 October 1998]

Chapter III

State Fee

Section 16. 
State Fee


A State fee in the amount of LVL 20 shall be taken for the change of a given name, surname or ethnicity record. Persons who wish to have the ethnicity record ‘’Liiv’’ shall be exempt from the State fee for the change of an ethnicity record.

[23 May 1996; 4 February 1999]

Transitional Provisions

1. Until the resumption of parish courts and Orphan’s courts the functions thereof specified by the law shall be fulfilled by local governments.

2. Amendments to the entire Law regarding the substitution of the word ‘’application’’ for the word ‘’submission’’ and the word ‘’applicant’’ by the word ‘’submitter’’ in Section 5, Paragraph four (regarding the extension of the time period for the examination of a submission according to the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law) and Section 12, Paragraph two (regarding the examination of a submission for the change of an ethnicity record according to the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law) shall come into force concurrently with the Administrative Procedure Law.

[5 June 2003]
This Law shall come into force on the day following its proclamation.

This Law has been adopted by the Saeima on 15 June 2006.

President 



G. Ulmanis

Rīga, 5 July 1994

1 The Parliament of the Republic of Latvia
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