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The Saeima1 has adopted
and the President has proclaimed the following Law:

Law on Population Census
 

 

Section 1. 

A population census is a periodic event of national significance conducted at a certain period of time, during which the statistical information regarding the inhabitants of the State and the housing in the whole State and in the administrative territories thereof necessary for the public and State administration is being gathered.

[3 September 2009] 
Section 2. 

This Law determines the procedures for organising and carrying out a population census, the objects of a population census, the sources of information, the main executers for preparation and performance work of a population census, the rights and obligations of the inhabitants and authorities involved in a population census, as well as utilisation of data obtained during a population census.

 

Section 3. 

(1) A population census shall be conducted at least once every 10 years.

(2) The date and duration of a regular population census shall be determined by the Cabinet not later than three years prior to the population census.

 

Section 4. 

A population census shall be conducted and the preparation thereof shall be provided by the Central Statistical Bureau (hereinafter – Bureau) in co-operation with other State and local government authorities, and other legal persons, in compliance with this Law and other regulatory enactments.

 

Section 5. 

(1) A population census shall be organised by and the activities of State and local government authorities shall be co-ordinated by the Population Census Commission (hereinafter – Commission) established by the Cabinet. The Minister for Economics shall be the Chairperson of the Commission, the Head of the Bureau – the Deputy Chairperson, authorised representatives of the State and local government authorities involved in the population census - members of the Commission.

(2) The Commission shall act on the basis of the by-law approved by the Cabinet, which determines the procedures for establishment thereof, the rights and obligations, the procedures for financing thereof and other issues related to the organisational activities thereof.

 

Section 6. 

The population census shall be conducted in accordance with the programme of a regular population census (hereinafter – Programme) which contains questions to be answered during the population census. The Programme shall be developed by the Bureau, and it shall be approved by the Cabinet.

 

Section 7. 

(1) Such natural persons shall be counted during a population census who are registered in the Population Register, as well as such natural persons who are not but shall be registered in the Population Register, except for natural persons who:

1) have emigrated and reside or have emigrated and intend to reside outside Latvia for more than one year. This provision shall not be applied to persons of the Diplomatic Service of the Republic of Latvia and military personnel, and the family members thereof; or

2) have immigrated into and intend to reside in Latvia for less than one year.

(2) Information characterising the housing shall be gathered and compiled during a population census.

[3 September 2009]
Section 8. 

(1) A method of enumerators, a self-enumeration method, other methods developed by the Bureau and approved by the Commission, as well as combination of several such methods shall be used to obtain information provided for in the Programme, taking into account the particular circumstances.

(2) The Bureau shall fully or partly obtain the information provided for in the Programme from the registers and information systems at the disposal of the State and local government authorities and natural persons. If the information is incorrect, incomplete or missing, the data shall be checked and, if necessary, supplemented or corrected.
(3) The State and local government authorities, as well as other legal persons, have the duty to provide the Bureau with the information intended for the Programme from the registers and information systems at the disposal thereof.

[3 September 2009]
Section 9. 

(1) Persons authorised by the Bureau for acquisition of the information provided for in the Programme (hereinafter – enumerators) shall interview inhabitants at the places of residence thereof or clarify the information provided by them.

(2) The inhabitants have the obligation to provide enumerators with true information upon the request thereof in compliance with this Law, the Official Statistics Law and the Programme.

(3) The enumerators have the right to request a person to present a personal identification document only in case where it is necessary to clarify their provided information intended for the Programme.

(4) In order to obtain information provided for in the Programme, authorised Bureau enumerators have the right to visit inhabitants at their homes within a time period between 7.00 and 21.00, presenting a certificate issued by the Bureau.

 

Section 10. 

The procedures for acquisition of information regarding the persons of the Diplomatic Service of the Republic of Latvia, family members thereof, as well as regarding persons who work in international organisations for government of the Republic of Latvia and who temporarily reside outside the territory of Latvia, regarding persons whose permanent place of residence is a closed-type military camp, military personnel and the family members thereof who temporarily reside outside the territory of Latvia, as well as regarding persons residing in old people’s homes (centres), child orphan care centres, homes for children (shelters) and persons in places of imprisonment, shall be determined by the Cabinet.

 

Section 11. 

The Bureau has the right to receive free of charge information provided for in the Programme from the registers and information systems at the disposal of the State and local government authorities and other legal persons.

Section 12. 

Local governments shall, in co-operation with the Bureau and other State institutions, ensure the conduct of a population census within the administrative territory thereof, as well as shall ensure:

1) that the street names and number plates are fixed to the buildings in a clearly visible place;

2) that enumerators have a possibility to use the local government data bases regarding inhabitants and buildings; and

3) that enumerators, in return for a payment, are provided with premises for work that are arranged and equipped with communication tools accordingly.

[3 September 2009]

Section 13. 

The Bureau shall:

1) approve a set of summary statistical tables of population census results;

2) exhaustively and in a timely manner inform the inhabitants regarding the regular population census, the necessity thereof, aims, application of the obtained data, the rights and obligations of inhabitants during the population census;

3) co-ordinate and control the operation of the authorities involved in the population census and preparation thereof in the performance of obligations entrusted thereto;

4) perform staffing and training of enumerators in co-operation with local governments;

5) ensure the acquisition of information provided for in the Programme from inhabitants and the registers and information systems at the disposal of the State and local government authorities and natural persons, examine and statistically process and analyse such information;

6) develop and carry out measures to ensure high quality of information to be obtained during the population census, as well as after the receipt of the materials of the population census shall perform a sample control examination thereof; and

7) submit to the Commission a report regarding the course of the population census and the main results within a period of six months after the regular population census. The Commission shall examine the report submitted by the Bureau and provide the Cabinet with information within a period of two months;

8) publish the summary data of the population census in statistical data collections, place the summary database of the population census on the homepage of the Bureau and distribute them by using other media as well. Every local government has the right to receive the summary tables of the population census of the administrative territory thereof free of charge;
9) [3 September 2009]; and

10) keep the individual data regarding inhabitants, families and housing thereof, obtained during the population census. The census forms or electronic images thereof and other information media that contain individual data, as well as summary statistic tables obtained as a result of processing the data acquired during the population census, shall be stored permanently in compliance with the provisions of the Official Statistics Law and other regulatory enactments.

[3 September 2009]

 

Section 14. 

Any natural or legal person may obtain the unpublished information compiled during a population census in accordance with the procedures set out in the Official Statistics Law.

 

Section 15. 

(1) Individual information obtained during a population census from the inhabitants in accordance with the Official Statistics Law is confidential information.
(2) The duty of the employees of the Bureau and of other persons involved in the population census, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Law and the Official Statistics Law, is not to disclose the restricted access information at the disposal thereof.

[3 September 2009]

 

Section 16. 

Expenses associated with a population census shall be covered from the State budget.

Transitional Provisions

 

1. Section 3, Paragraph two and Sections 5 and 6 of this Law shall come into force on 1 July 2000.

 

2. The population census of 2000 shall be organised by and the activities of the State and local government authorities involved in the population census shall be co-ordinated by the Government Commission established for the purpose of conducting the preparation for the population census of 2000 on the basis of Cabinet Regulation No. 31 of 7 February 1995, Regulations regarding Preparation for the Regular Population Census.

 

 

This Law has been adopted by the Saeima on 16 December 1999.

 

President 

V. Vīķe-Freiberga

Rīga, 29 December 1999

1 The Parliament of the Republic of Latvia
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