Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translatson and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislatson formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translatson and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translatsons. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.
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Text consolidated by Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre) with amending laws of: 

4 December 1997,

20 December 1999,

23 November 2000;

29 March 2001;

15 November 2001;

13 June 2002;

9 October 2003;

18 December 2003.

If a whole or part of a section has been amended, the date of the amending law appears in square brackets at the end of the section.
The Saeima1 has adopted and the

President has proclaimed the following Law:

Mandatory Military Service Law

Chapter I

General Provisions
Section 1. 


This Law determines the basic legal, economic and social provisions for mandatory military service. Its purpose is to ensure the National Armed Forces with mandatory military service soldiers and to involve the citizens of Latvia in defence of the State.

Section 2. 


(1) All Latvian citizens – males – shall perform mandatory military service in accordance with the procedures specified by this Law. Persons subject to mandatory military service who due to their opinions, conscience or religious beliefs are unable to fulfil military service, may replace mandatory active military service with alternative service according to the procedures specified in this Law, .

(2) Mandatory military service may be performed, on voluntary basis, also by female citizens of Latvia.

[13 June 2002]

Section 3. 


(1) Mandatory military service consists of mandatory active military service and reserve service.

(2) Mandatory active military service and reserve service shall be performed in National Armed Forces formations.

(3) The following persons shall be assigned to the reserve:

1) soldiers after the completion of mandatory active military service and persons after the completion of alternative service;

2) persons not conscripted for mandatory active military service and not assigned to alternative service, after the expiration of the conscription period; 

3) graduates of State-licensed higher educational institutions, who have completed, during studies at the higher educational institution, a State-approved special military training course; 

4) persons referred to in Section 4 of this Law;

5) persons who have acquired professional or academic education at training institutions of the Ministry of the Interior system or Prison Administration of the Republic of Latvia or have acquired adequate education abroad, and continue service in the institutions of the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Latvia;

6) graduates of higher educational institutions who have acquired a Masters degree;

7) persons who have been acknowledged, due to their state of health, as unfit for military service in peace-time and fit for non-combatant service during war-time; and

8) persons who are serving a sentence or have served a sentence in prison for criminal offences.

(4) The persons referred to in Paragraph three, Clause 1 – 6 and 8 of this Section shall be assigned to the reserve by the territorial offices of the Military Service Conscription Centre – State Military Service offices (hereinafter – State Military Service offices), but the persons referred to in Clause 7 – by the head of the Military Service Conscription Centre. 

[4 December 1997; 20 December 1999; 23 November 2000; 29 March 2001; 13 June 2002]

Section 4. 


(1) Persons who have, before the acquisition of Latvian citizenship, served in a foreign military service or performed alternative service, shall be assigned to the reserve.

(2) Such Latvian citizens who have also the citizenship (nationality) of another state and who have served in a foreign military service or performed alternative (labour) service shall be assigned to the reserve.

[20 December 1999; 13 June 2002]

Section 5. 


(1) The recording, registration and conscription of persons liable for mandatory military service, as well as of volunteers, shall be performed by the civil institution subject to the control of the Ministry of Defence – the Military Service Conscription Centre – and State Military Service offices.

(2) The Military Service Conscription Centre shall act in accordance with the by-law approved by the Cabinet.

[29 March 2001]

Section 6. 


Until conscription for mandatory active military service, persons registered at State Military Service offices are called conscripts. Persons who are conscripted into mandatory active military service are called soldiers. Persons who are assigned to the reserve after completion of alternative service are called reservists. Other persons assigned to the reserve, are called reserve soldiers.

[13 June 2002]

Section 7. 


In resolving State defence issues, State Military Service offices shall co-operate with local governments, which shall provide the State Military Service offices and their units with the necessary premises for work and provide these offices all necessary information. Resources for the performance of such tasks shall be granted from the State budget.

Section 8. 


The length of mandatory active military service shall be 12 months.

Section 9. 


Upon entry into mandatory active military service, soldiers shall swear the oath of a soldier.

Section 10. 


Soldiers and reserve soldiers shall be awarded military service ranks.

Chapter II

Recording, Registration and Conscription of

Persons into Mandatory Military Service

Section 11. 


State Military Service offices are entitled to request and receive, free of charge, information from the Population Register, State administration institutions, local governments, health care institutions and other legal persons, regarding the registration data, education, occupation, family composition, convictions and state of health of conscripts, reserve soldiers and reservists. The requests for and the provision of information shall be regulated by Cabinet Regulations.

[20 December 1999]

Section 12. 


(1) Persons liable for mandatory military service shall be registered by State Military Service offices according to the place of residence of such persons in the year when they reach 16 years of age. Persons subject to registration shall be assigned to health centres. The procedures for registration and assigning to health centres shall be regulated by the Cabinet Regulations.

(2) Registration of such Latvian citizens whose place of residence is not in Latvia shall be performed by the diplomatic and consular missions of Latvia in the relevant foreign state.

[20 December 1999]

Section 13. 


(1) State Military Service offices shall register reserve soldiers and reservists.

(2) Reserve soldiers shall be located in the mandatory military service reserve until the attainment of the maximum age specified for mandatory military service in the Military Service Law. Reservists shall be located in the mandatory military service reserve until the attainment of 55 years of age.   

(3) [13 June 2002]

[20 December 1999; 13 June 2002]

Section 14. 


General Registry Offices shall notify, not later than within seven days, the relevant unit of the State Military Service office of a change of the name or surname of persons registered for mandatory military service, or of the death of such persons.

Section 15. 


(1) The Office of the Prosecutor shall notify, not later than within seven days, the relevant unit of the State Military Service office of the initiation of criminal prosecution against a person registered for mandatory military service, and a court – of the conviction of a person registered for mandatory military service.

(2) The Department of Citizenship and Migration Affairs and its regional offices shall notify, not later than within seven days, the relevant unit of the State Military Service office of the following:

1) such persons as are liable for mandatory military service whose Latvian citizenship has been revoked or who have renounced it; and

2) persons who have obtained Latvian citizenship, if they have attained the age corresponding to mandatory military service.

(3) State-licensed higher educational institutions have an obligation to notify the relevant unit of the State Military Service office of the cases when persons who are not conscripted for mandatory active military service in accordance with Section 21, Clauses 3 and 4 of this Law, discontinue their studies in a Master’s programme, a Residency programme or a Doctoral Programme.

(4) State-licensed institutions of general secondary education and professional education have an obligation to notify the relevant unit of the State Military Service office of the cases when persons who are not conscripted for mandatory active military service in accordance with Section 21, Clause 5 of this Law discontinue their studies.

(5) Expert Examination Commissions in Health Care and Work Disability shall notify, not later than within seven days, the relevant unit of the State Military Service office of the determination of disability for persons who are registered for mandatory military service.

[20 December 1999]

Section 16. 


Conscription for mandatory active military service shall be performed in order to ensure the number of personnel determined by the Saeima for the National Armed Forces and other military formations. An order regarding conscription for mandatory active military service shall be issued by the Minister for Defence.

Section 17. 


(1) Citizens from the age of 19 years to the age of 27 years shall be liable for mandatory active military service.

(2) Male and female persons from the age of 18 years to the age of 27 years may enlist voluntarily for mandatory active military service.

(3) Youth aged up to 18 years may voluntarily become involved in the Young Guard, the aim of which is the education of young people in the field of State defence, and promotion of civic consciousness and patriotism. The Minister for Defence shall approve the by-law of the Young Guard and this shall be co-ordinated with the Ministry of Education and Science. The State institution subordinate to the Ministry of Defence – the Young Guard Centre, shall conduct the training process of the Young Guard.

[20 December 1999; 18 December 2003]

Section 18. 


(1) Evaluation of the state of health of conscripts, their professional psychological testing and their conscription for mandatory active military service shall be performed by the Military Service Conscription Centre.

(2) The Military Service Conscription Centre shall examine, within the scope of their competence, the general suitability of reserve soldiers and reservists for military service.

[20 December 1999]

Section 19. 


(1) The manager of the Military Service Conscription Centre shall take, after the examination of proposals regarding the suitability of a conscript for mandatory active military service or an application from a conscript for the performance of alternative service, one of the following decisions with respect to each conscript:

1) to conscript for mandatory active military service, indicating the place of performance of the service and the time of attendance for the commencement of service;

2) not to conscript for mandatory active military service, indicating the reason in accordance with Sections 21 and 22 of this Law, as well as the time period of the postponement of the conscription for mandatory active military service; 

3) in accordance with Section 3, Paragraph three, Clause 7 of this Law, assign to the reserve due to the state of health; or

4) in accordance with Section 21, Paragraph three of this Law, to remove from the records due to the state of health.

(2) If an application from a conscript for the performance of alternative service has been received, the manager of the Military Service Conscription Centre shall send it to the Control Commission referred to in Section 25 of this Law.

(3) The manager of the Military Service Conscription Centre shall take, after receipt of the decision of the Control Commission regarding the substitution of alternative service for mandatory active military service for the conscript, a decision regarding assignment for the performance of alternative service, indicating the place of performance of the service, its length and the time of attendance for the commencement of service. If the Control Commission has rejected the application from the conscript for the performance of alternative service, the manager of the Military Service Conscription Centre shall examine proposals regarding the suitability of the conscript for mandatory active military service.    

[20 December 1999; 13 June 2002]

Section 20. 


(1) A conscript may dispute the decisions referred to in Section 19, Paragraph one, Clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this Law to the Control Commission referred to in Section 25 of this Law in accordance with the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law.

(2) The decision of the Control Commission may be appealed to a court in accordance with procedures determined by law.

[13 June 2002; 9 October 2003]

Section 21. 


(1) A decision not to conscript for mandatory active military service shall be taken in relation to:

1) persons whose conscription must be postponed due to the state of health;

2) sole supporters of dependant family members, as well as persons who support not less than two children of pre-school age;

3) persons who are studying in a Masters programme, a Residency programme or a Doctoral programme; 

4) full-time students of good standing of State-licensed higher educational institutions (for the acquisition of the first level of higher education);

5) persons who are studying in State-licensed general secondary education and professional education institutions (for the acquisition of the first level of secondary education or the first level of the first stage of a professional higher education) – up to 1 October of the year of graduation;

6) persons who are acquiring an education abroad on the basis of a recommendation from the Ministry of Education and Science;

7) ordained clergymen who belong to any of the religious organisations registered at the Ministry of Justice, and persons who study at the training institutions for religious personnel of such organisations;

8) persons who are subject to criminal prosecution or whose criminal cases are under the adjudication of a court; 

9) persons who are serving a sentence for the commission of criminal offences, which do not involve the deprivation of liberty;

10) persons who have been previously convicted for the commission of intentional criminal offences;

11) persons who have not acquired a primary education; 

12) specialised State civil servants in institutions of the Ministry of the Interior system and Prison Administration – until retirement from service; 

13) persons for whom mandatory active military service has been substituted with alternative service;

14) persons who are elected members of the Saeima, city councillors, county councillors or parish councillors.     

(2) Persons referred to in Paragraph one, Clauses 4 and 6 of this Section, shall not be conscripted up to 26 years of age.

(3) The postponement of conscription shall not be applied to the persons referred to in Paragraph one, Clauses 4 and 5 of this Section if the State Military Service office unit has received a notification regarding the relevant persons in the cases specified in Section 15, Paragraphs three and four of this Law.

(4) Persons who are found unfit for military service due to their state of health shall be removed from the records of mandatory military service.

[20 December 1999; 15 November 2001; 13 June 2002; 9 October 2003]

Section 22. 


The following persons do not have to be conscripted for mandatory active military service:

1) persons who wish, due to important reasons, to perform the military service at another time within the next three-year period. Repeated non-conscription due to this reason shall not be allowed; 

2) ballet artists of the Latvian National Opera; and

3) persons, the brother of whom has been killed or become an invalid during mandatory military service.

[15 November 2001]

Section 23. 


State Military Service Offices shall control whether the circumstances due to which the conscripts were not conscripted for mandatory active military service have not changed. If the grounds for non-conscription are no longer applicable, the persons shall be conscripted for mandatory active military service.

Section 24. 


State Military Service Offices may not hinder graduates of State-licensed higher educational institutions, during the first year after successful completion of the previous stage of higher education, from the commencement of studies at the next stage of higher education (Master’s programme, Residency programme or Doctoral Programme).

Section 25. 


(1) The Cabinet shall establish a Military Service Conscription Control Commission, the members of which shall participate in it without receiving remuneration, but shall be released from the fulfilment of their duties in the place of principal employment where they shall continue to receive their salary. This Commission is entitled to control and examine the decisions taken by the Military Service Conscription Centre and examine complaints of persons regarding such decisions, as well as to take decisions regarding the substitution of mandatory active military service with alternative service.

(2) The Control Commission shall work periodically, in accordance with this Law and by-laws approved by the Cabinet, in the Military Service Conscription Centre.

[13 June 2002]

Section 26. 


The Control Commission shall be chaired by a chairperson recommended by the Minister for Defence, and it shall include:

1) a representative authorised by the Ministry of Defence;

2) a representative authorised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

3) a representative authorised by the Office of the Prosecutor;

4) a representative authorised by the Ministry of the Interior;

5) a representative authorised by the Ministry of Education and Science;

6) a representative authorised by the Ministry of Culture;

7) a representative authorised by the Ministry of Welfare;

8) a representative authorised by the Ministry of Justice; 

9) a representative authorised by the Ministry of Agriculture; and

10) a representative authorised by the State Human Rights Bureau.

[13 June 2002]

Chapter III

Performance of Mandatory Military Service

Section 27. 


Procedures for the performance of mandatory military service shall be determined by this Law, other laws and regulatory enactments, as well as by military regulations.

Section 28. 


The basis for assignment to service shall be an order of the Minister for Defence and a decision of the head of the Military Service Conscription Centre.

Section 29. 


The timely assignment of persons conscripted for mandatory active military service to the places of service and payment of travel costs shall be ensured by State Military Service offices, issuing to them, upon their signature, a relevant warrant, which is the grounds for the termination of an employment contract entered into with the conscript, or for the release of the conscript from the State Civil Service.

[20 December 1999]

Section 30. 


(1) Performance of mandatory active military service, as well as training of reserve soldiers and reservists shall begin from the day when the person arrives, in accordance with the warrant, at the place of service and is included in the list of personnel. The commander (superior officer) of the place of service shall register the training period for mandatory active military service, as well as of reserve soldiers and reservists, and shall retire to the reserve, as well as shall notify, within 10 days, State Military Service offices of the beginning and end of mandatory active military service, as well as of the training for reserve soldiers and reservists.

(2) Procedures for the retirement of soldiers shall be determined by the Ministry of Defence.

Section 31. 


(1) The time period when a soldier on mandatory active military service and a reserve soldier or a reservist has been absent without leave shall not be included in the training period.

(2) The time period of mandatory military service for a soldier shall be extended by such time as he or she has spent in the guardroom for committed violations.

[15 November 2001] 

Section 32. 


A soldier shall be retired to the reserve before the termination of the service period, if:

1) he or she has become unfit for service during mandatory active military service due to the state of health;

2) he or she becomes the only provider for family members; 

3) he or she has been sentenced with deprivation of liberty for the commission of a criminal offence, except in the case if he or she is sentenced on probation; or

4) he or she is elected a member of the Saeima, city councillor, county councillor or parish councillor.

[20 December 1999; 29 March 2001; 13 June 2002]

Section 33. 


(1) In accordance with the training programme of the National Armed Forces, the Minister for Defence may conscript, by his or her order, reserve soldiers for military training and reservists for training. 

(2) Reservists who serve in the institutions of the Ministry of the Interior system, as well as who work in professional and voluntary emergency and rescue units, shall not be conscripted for training during peacetime.

(3) A reservist shall not be conscripted for training:


1) due to his or her state of health;


2) if the reservist is the sole supporter of dependant family members, or he or she supports not less than two children of pre-school age;


3) if the reservist is acquiring an education abroad;


4) if the reservist is a suspected person, accused or defendant; and


5) if the reservist is serving a sentence for committed criminal offences.

[13 June 2002]

Chapter IV

Rights and Obligations of Conscripts, Soldiers,

Reserve Soldiers and Reservists

Section 34. 


(1) It is an obligation of conscripts, reserve soldiers and reservists, as well as of persons referred to in Section 12 of this Law, to attend at the time and place indicated in the summons of the State Military Service office.

(2) The persons referred to in Paragraph one of this Section shall be supplied with travel money from their place of residence to the place indicated in the summons by the State Military Service office.

[20 December 1999]

Section 35. 


If a person has not received a summons for registration in the year of attaining 16 years of age, he shall attend at the State Military Service office according to the place of residence by 31 January of the following year.

[20 December 1999]

Section 36. 


The employer or the manager of a civilian institution shall release a person from the fulfilment of work obligations during the days specified in the summons of the State Military Service office, retaining his or her job (position) and the average monthly salary.

Section 37. 


Persons conscripted for mandatory active military service shall be paid a severance benefit in the amount of their average monthly salary by their employer, and they shall be guaranteed for one month after the day of retirement from the service the right to return to their previous place of work (position).

[13 June 2002; 18 December 2003]

Section 38. 


Persons who do not attend at the State Military Service office without a justified reason shall be conveyed there by force. A decision on forced conveyance shall be taken by the managers of the relevant State Military Service offices, as well as of their units. The decision shall be executed by State police institutions.

Section 39. 


Justified reasons for not attending are considered to be insurmountable circumstances, which have been confirmed in writing by a local government, medical treatment or police institutions.

Section 40. 


(1) Students of good standing of higher educational institutions, who have expressed a wish to voluntarily perform mandatory active military service, after retirement to the reserve have the right to continue studies in the same status as they had before conscription.

(2) In State-licensed educational institutions, at least one fourth of the vacancies that are provided for students whose education is paid for from the State budget, shall be reserved for such soldiers as who have been retired from active military service and have passed the entrance examinations, but not later than two years after the day of their retirement.

[20 December 1999]

Section 41. 


(1) Persons who have honestly performed their direct service duties during the period of mandatory active military service, shall have preference in appointment to civil service positions, if they have passed the civil service candidate qualifying examination, and if the work skills and the practical and theoretical training of such persons and other candidates for the position are equal.

(2) The persons referred to in Paragraph one of this Section shall have preference in appointment to positions also in other State institutions, if the work skills and the practical and theoretical training of such persons and other candidates for the position are equal.

Section 42. 


[23 November 2000; 29 March 2001; 13 June 2002]

Section 43. 


(1) A mandatory active military service soldier has the right to 10-days leave during the period of service.

(2) Reserve soldiers and reservists conscripted for training shall not be granted such leave.

Section 44. 


(1) Every conscript, reserve soldier and reservist shall be personally responsible that a change of the place of residence, departure from the State or other unforeseeable circumstances do not create obstacles for the performance of mandatory military service duties.

(2) In respect of departure from Latvia for a time period exceeding six months, a conscript shall notify, in writing, the State Military Service office.

(3) In case of a change of the place of residence, a conscript, reserve soldier and reservist shall notify thereof in writing or in person, within 10 days since he or she permanently lives in the declared place of residence, the State Military Service office unit in the territory of which the previous and current place of residence was located.

(4) Conscripts who reside or stay abroad, up to the age of 26 years, shall return to Latvia and declare themselves at the State Military Service office for the performance of mandatory active military service duties.

[13 June 2002; 9 October 2003]

Section 45. 


[29 March 2001; 9 October 2003]

Section 46. 


Soldiers retired to the reserve shall register at the State Military Service office within 10 days after the day of retirement, attending in person and presenting the documents regarding the retirement.

Section 47. 


Within 10 days after the termination of training, reserve soldiers and reservists conscripted for training shall notify thereof the State Military Service office.

Section 48. 


The performance of mandatory military service duties and the guarantees of rights shall be controlled by the Ministry of Defence.

Transitional Provisions

1. The provisions of this Law shall apply to persons whose conscription has been postponed until the day of the coming into force of this Law, or who have been retired to the reserve, except for persons who have been retired to the reserve due to their state of health.

[20 December 1999]

2. The registration of such Latvian citizens whose place of residence is not in Latvia shall be commenced by 1 July 1997.

3. Until the completion of reorganisation of the units of the Ministry of the Interior, mandatory active military service shall be also performed in the Guards regiment, which is subject to the control of the Ministry of the Interior.

[20 December 1999]

4. Rank and file and command structure employees of interior institutions, judges and prosecutors, who have been appointed to positions up to the day of the coming into force of this Law, shall not be conscripted for mandatory active military service.

5. Section 8 of this Law shall come into force four months after the proclamation of the Law. Up to then the duration of service shall be as before – 18 months.

6. The Cabinet shall:

1) determine, by 1 July 1997, the procedures by which the life and health of mandatory active military service soldiers and the reserve soldiers and reservists conscripted for training shall be insured.

2) issue, by 1 July 1997, the regulations specified in Section 12 of this Law; 

3) establish, by 1 July 1997, a Military Service Conscription Control Commission and approve its by-laws; and

4) issue, by 1 July 2001, the regulations referred to in Section 42, Paragraph seven of this Law.

[29 March 2001] 

7. With the coming into force of this Law, the Law On Mandatory State Service of the Republic of Latvia (Latvijas Republikas Augstākās Padomes un Valdības Ziņotājs, 1993, No. 18/19; Latvijas Republikas Saeimas un Ministru Kabineta Ziņotājs, 1995, No. 6) is repealed.

8. The decisions referred to in Section 19, Paragraph one of this Law, if they are taken before the coming into force of the Administrative Procedure Law and the time period for dispute thereof has not ended, may be disputed according to the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law.

[9 October 2003]

The Law shall come into force on the day following its proclamation.

This Law has been adopted by the Saeima on 10 February 1997.

President








G. Ulmanis

Rīga, 27 February 1997
Transitional Provisions

(regarding amending Law of 20 December 1999)

1. Registration of persons liable for mandatory military service, starting from 16 years of age, shall be introduced gradually within a two-year period, in accordance with procedures determined by the Cabinet.

2. Amendments to Section 3, Paragraph three, Clause 3, and Section 12, Paragraph one of the Mandatory Military Service Law shall come into force after the issuance of relevant Cabinet Regulations.

3. The regulations necessary for the implementation of this Law shall be issued by the Cabinet up to 1 March 2000.

Transitional Provisions

(regarding amending Law of 9 October 2003)


Sections 1 and 5 of this Law shall come into force simultaneously with the coming into force of the Administrative Procedure Law.

1 The parliament of the Republic of Latvia.
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