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If a whole or part of a section has been amended, the date of the amending law appears in square brackets at the end of the section.

The Saeima1 has adopted and

the President has proclaimed the following law:

State Border Law of the Republic of Latvia

Chapter I

General Provisions

Section 1.
State Border of the Republic of Latvia
The State border of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter – State border) is an uninterrupted and closed line and the vertical surface that corresponds to this line that separates the land and water territory of the Republic of Latvia, its subterranean depths and air space from neighbouring countries and from the Republic of Latvia exclusive economic zone in the Baltic Sea.

[14 October 1998]

Section 2.
Determining the State Border and Ensuring its Guarding
(1) The State border is determined by agreements entered into by the Republic of Latvia up to 16 June 1940, as well as subsequently entered into bilateral agreements regarding the renewal or determination of the border (hereinafter – bilateral agreements).

(2) In places where the State border does not conform to bilateral agreements entered into up to 16 June 1940, it shall be considered the interim demarcation line until a new bilateral agreement is entered into. All the norms included in this Law, which are in force in relation to the State border, shall apply to it.

(3) The Cabinet, within the scope of its authority, shall carry out measures for the guarding of the State border and territory.

[14 October 1998]

Section 3. 
Physical Location of the State Border
(1) The State border, unless otherwise provided for by international agreements, shall be determined:

1) on land as well as rivers, lakes and other bodies of water that cross the border – directly from the centre of one border sign to the centre of the next border sign;

2) in the Baltic Sea – along the outer edge of the territorial sea of the Republic of Latvia;

3) in the Irbe Strait and the Gulf of Riga – in accordance with the agreement between the Republic of Latvia and the Republic of Estonia regarding the determination of the sea border in the Gulf of Riga, Irbe Strait and the Baltic Sea;

4) in navigable rivers – through the midline of the main fairway; non-navigable rivers (streams) – through the midline of such or the midline of the main branch of the river. The State border on such rivers, lakes or other bodies of water, shall not move if the configuration of the banks of such waters changes or the watercourse is diverted; and

5) on bridges and other structures, which cross over a section of border that has been determined on rivers, lakes and other bodies of water – at the middle of the bridge or structure or along its technological axis.

(2) The physical State border shall be marked by clearly visible border signs, whose form, size and installation procedures shall be determined by the Cabinet based on bilateral agreements. 

[14 October 1998]

Section 4. 
Territorial Sea and Base Line of the Republic of Latvia

(1) The territorial sea of the Republic of Latvia, unless specified otherwise in bilateral agreements, shall be the waters 12 nautical miles wide measured from the base line. 

(2) The base line in the Baltic Sea and Irbe Strait is formed by the maximal ebb tide line and the straight line that joins the hydrotechnic structures or other structure points located on opposite sides in a particular port that are located the furthest out to sea. The base line in the Gulf of Riga is formed by the maximum ebb tide line and the straight line that joins points, the co-ordinates of which shall be determined by the Cabinet.

[14 October 1998]

Section 5.
Inland Waters of the Republic of Latvia

Inland Waters of the Republic of Latvia are:

1) any waters that are located on the land side of the base line referred to in Section 4 of this Law; and

2) the waters of rivers, lakes and other bodies of water up to the State border of the Republic of Latvia.

[14 October 1998]

Chapter II

State Border and Border Area Regime
Section 6.
State Border Regime
(1) The State border regime shall determine:

1) the maintenance of the border, safeguarding its security and the crossing procedures, procedures for entering, staying and carrying out work in the border zone, and the parts of border rivers, lakes and other bodies of water that lie within the Republic of Latvia, and control of the observance of such procedures;

2) the procedures by which aircraft and other flying objects cross the State border air space; and

3) the procedures by which floating means of transport enter and stay in the territorial waters, inland waters and ports of the Republic of Latvia.

(2) the State border regime shall be regulated by this Law and other regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia, and by bilateral agreements.

[14 October 1998]

Section 7.
State Border Zone

(1) In order to ensure appropriate procedures at the State border, a border zone shall be provided for along the border. The border zone shall be a land zone of specific width, which is adjacent to the State border, and the State border regime shall apply to it. The Cabinet shall determine the State border zone in accordance with bilateral agreements.

(2) Any economic activity is prohibited in the State border zone.

[22 February 2001]

Section 8.
Crossing the State Border

(1) All types of traffic and movement across the State border shall take place at border crossing locations determined by the Cabinet in accordance with the laws of the Republic of Latvia and with international agreements.

(2) Sea and river craft, war ships and other floating means of transport shall cross the State border in accordance with the regulatory enactments and regulations of the Republic of Latvia which are published in accordance with prescribed procedures.

(3) Aircraft and other flying objects shall cross the State border through specially designated air corridors in accordance with regulatory enactments and regulations of the Republic of Latvia, which are published in accordance with prescribed procedures.

(4) [18 December 2003]

(5) The formalities associated with the entry of vessels into ports and the exit of vessels from ports shall be determined by the Cabinet. 

[14 October 1998; 18 December 2003]

Section 9.
Take-Off and Landing of Aircraft and Other Flying Objects
(1) Take-off of aircraft and other flying objects from the Republic of Latvia and landing after flying into the Republic of Latvia shall be permitted only at airports and airfields intended for international flights and at which there are border control points. Take-off and landing procedures shall be determined by the Cabinet and authorities subordinate to it. 

(2) In cases of forced landings, aircraft and other flying objects shall be permitted to land in alternative airports and airfields at which there are no border control points. 

Section 10.
Entry of Foreign Ships and Other Floating Means of Transport into the Territorial and Inland Waters and Ports of the Republic of Latvia, and Exit from Such 
(1) Ships of any foreign State have the right to enter the territorial waters of the Republic of Latvia in order to cross them without entering the inland waters, or in order to enter inland waters and ports or to exit into the open sea while observing the principle of innocent passage.

(2) Foreign warships shall enter into the territorial waters of the Republic of Latvia in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Cabinet. Foreign submarines in the territorial waters of the Republic of Latvia may only be located at the surface and with a raised flag attesting their State of origin.

(3) The entry and stay of foreign ships and other floating means of transport in the territorial and inland waters, roadsteads and ports of the Republic of Latvia shall take place in accordance with procedures set out in Cabinet decisions and international agreements.

Section 11.
State Border Control
(1) Persons, all types of means of transport, freight and other property that cross the State border shall be subject to border control in compliance with this Law, other regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia and international agreements.

(2) Border control shall be organised at border control points and border crossing points as specified by the Cabinet and in bilateral agreements.

(3) Border control at border control points shall be carried out by border guards and by customs officials. If necessary, health, veterinary, phytosanitary, cultural value and other types of control shall be carried out at border control points.

(4) At border crossing points border control shall be carried out only by border guards. At such points persons and means of transport are permitted to cross the State border in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Cabinet and by bilateral agreements.

(5) The necessary equipment and technical installations for the performance of border control shall be determined by the Cabinet.

[22 February 2001]

Section 12.
Crossing the State Border and Movement of Freight and Property across the State Border 
(1) The State Border Guard (hereinafter – Border Guard) shall permit persons and means of transport to cross the State border and to move freight and property across the State border if documents authorising the crossing of the State border have been properly drawn up and the border guard, customs and other State service control operations have been completed. 

(2) The movement of goods and other items across the State border shall be regulated by regulatory enactments adopted in the sphere of customs.

(3) Persons shall cross the State border of the Republic of Latvia in accordance with procedures determined by the Cabinet.

[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998; 8 June 2000]

Section 13.
Border Control Point Regime
(1) In order to create and maintain the conditions necessary for activities of the border control points and border crossing points in respect of permission for persons, means of transport, freight, goods and other property to cross the State border, a border control point regime shall be determined at border control points and border crossing points, which regime shall regulate the procedures by which persons and means of transport may stay and move at such locations, as well as the procedures by which other operations are to be carried out in respect of permission for persons, means of transport, freight, goods and other property to cross the State border.

(2) The Border Guard together with Customs authorities shall determine the premises and territories at border control points where border control and customs control shall take place.

(3) The border control point regime shall apply to all transport institutions (international seaports, international airports, railroad or sea passenger stations etc.) territory.

(4) Observance of the border control point regime shall be ensured by the Border Guard jointly with Customs authorities, international seaport and airport, railroad or sea passenger station administrations, and in co-operation with the police and the National Guard.

(5) The border control point regime shall be determined by the Cabinet.

[12 December 1996; 22 February 2001]

Section 14.
Economic Activity in the State Border Zone
[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 15.
Temporary Closure of the State Border
If there is a threat of infectious diseases spreading in the territory of the Republic of Latvia or neighbouring States, the Border Guard in accordance with a Cabinet decision may in the threatened districts for a time restrict or suspend traffic across the State border or may prescribe quarantine for humans and animals, freight, seed material, plant material and other animal and plant production. 

[12 December 1996]

Section 16.
Violators of the State Border

(1) Violators of the State border are:

1) persons who have crossed or attempted to cross the State border outside State border control points and border crossing points;

2) persons who do not observe the procedures prescribed in relation to crossing the State border at border control points and border crossing points of the Republic of Latvia;

3) ships and other floating means of transport, that have entered the territorial and inland waters of the Republic of Latvia, or such parts of border rivers, lakes and other bodies of water within the Republic of Latvia, having violated the procedures for crossing the State border; and

4) aircraft and other flying objects that have crossed the State border without the relevant permit, or have in some other way violated the provisions for crossing the State border. 

(2) Crossing of the State border by any other transport, technical or other means without a relevant permit or violation of the prescribed procedures is also a violation of the State border.

(3) Crossing of the State border shall not be considered illegal if it has occurred due to mistaken direction or through forcible means (an accident, a natural disaster, a crash), if there is danger to the crew (passengers) of a ship, aircraft or other means of transport, and when rescued persons have to be transported or emergency medical assistance has to be provided.

Section 17.
Border Representatives Authorised by the Republic of Latvia
(1) In order to resolve issues related to the observance of the State border regime and to settle border incidents the Cabinet shall appoint, from among the border guards, border representatives authorised by the Republic of Latvia for specific sections of the State border.

(2) The border representatives authorised by the Republic of Latvia shall in their work observe the laws and other regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia, as well as international agreements.

(3) Issues, which have not been settled by the border representatives authorised by the Republic of Latvia, shall be resolved by means of diplomacy. 

[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 18.
Border Area and Border Zone
In the interests of security of the Republic of Latvia, the Cabinet may determine along the land borders of the State a border area not narrower than 15 kilometres and a border zone not wider than 2 kilometres that is a component of the border area.

Section 19.
Regime for the Border Area and the Air Space Above It, and for the Border Zone 
(1) Depending on political, economic and ecological circumstances, on a criminogenic situation, population density and other circumstances, the Cabinet may specify a relevant regime for the border area and the air space above it. 

(2) In the interests of the security of the Republic of Latvia the Cabinet may issue supplementary regulations to the regime for the border zone.

(3) In the border area joint measures of border guards with other organisational units of the Ministry of the Interior system and the Ministry of Defence system shall be carried out under the leadership of the Border Guard. 

 (4) The management of the relevant Border Guard administrative division (subdivision) shall be informed in regard to relocation and activities of armed units in the border zone. 

(5) The Border Guard, in the performance of duty in the border zone and at border control points and border crossing points, shall not be subject to the control of Customs, the National Guard, or airport and seaport security services. 

(6) In the border zone and in the territories of border control points and border crossing points the State police shall carry out its operations in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Minister for the Interior.

[12 December 1996]

Section 20.
Liability for Violations of the Regulatory Enactments on the State Border
Persons who have illegally crossed or have attempted to cross the State border illegally, or have violated the regime of the State border, border area, border zone, border control points or border crossing points, and persons who have facilitated the commission of violations shall be subject to liability in accordance with regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia.

[14 October 1998]

Chapter III
Powers of State Administrative Institutions and Other Authorities of the Republic of Latvia in the Sphere of Guarding the State Border
Section 21.
Powers of the State Administrative Institutions of the Republic of Latvia
(1) The Cabinet shall ensure resources for the acquisition of armaments and material and technical facilities as well as the development of the infrastructure necessary for guarding the border.

(2) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs:

1) based on a decision by the Saeima or the Cabinet, shall conduct bilateral negotiations regarding determination and strengthening of the State border and determination of a State border regime; 

2) within the scope of its competence, shall draw up documents for citizens of the Republic of Latvia, citizens of foreign States and stateless persons regarding the right to enter the Republic of Latvia or to exit from it; and

3) shall resolve issues regarding implementation of the State border regime, and settle border incidents that the border representatives authorised by the Republic of Latvia have not settled.

(3) The Ministry of Defence:

1) [20 September 2001]

2) within the scope of its competence, shall settle incidents associated with violation of the State airspace and sea border regime;

3) [20 September 2001]

4) shall provide to the Border Guard the necessary information and support for the performance of its tasks; and

5) shall ensure the participation of the National Armed Forces in the development of a guarding of the State border plan. 

(4) [20 September 2001]

(5) The Ministry of the Interior:

1) shall be responsible for the unified control and guarding of the State border;

2) within the scope of its competence, shall settle incidents associated with violations of the State border regime; 

3) shall plan measures that are related to material and technical supply of the Border Guard – acquisition of armaments, weapons, means of communication and means of transport, as well as the construction of facilities and development of infrastructure;

4) shall ensure the fulfilment of Border Guard tasks; and

5) shall provide the Ministry of Defence with the necessary information and support for the performance of its tasks.

(6) State institutions of the Republic of Latvia that carry out customs, health inspection, veterinary, phytosanitary, cultural value and other types of control at border control points:

1) shall organise and carry out measures to protect the economic interests of the State and ensure ecological, sanitary and other types of protection in accordance with regulatory enactments;

2) within the scope of its competence, shall issue regulatory enactments which all legal and natural persons throughout the territory of the Republic of Latvia have the obligation to comply with; and

3) shall co-operate with the Border Guard and provide support to the Border Guard.

[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998; 20 September 2001]

Section 21.1
Co-operation of the State Administration Institutions of the Republic of Latvia


The Cabinet shall determine the co-operation of State administration institutions in respect of State border security issues.

[18 December 2003]

Section 21.2
Rights of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) in Guarding of the State Border

In order to ensure the sovereignty and inviolability of Latvian air space, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) has the right to perform the control and guarding of the air space thereof.

[25 March 2004]

Section 22.
Participation of the National Guard in the Guarding of the State Border

(1) The Cabinet shall determine the procedures according to which the National Guard shall be involved in the guarding of the State border. Activities of the National Guard in carrying out the tasks of guarding the border and its co-operation with the Border Guard shall be co-ordinated at the State and the regional levels.

(2) [12 December 1996]

[12 December 1996]

Chapter IV
Guarding the State Border

Section 23.
Role of the State Border Guarding System within State Defence
(1) The State border guarding system shall ensure the inviolability of the State border on land, at sea and in the airspace.

(2) [20 September 2001]

[12 December 1996; 20 September 2001]

Section 24. 
Legal Basis for Activities of the State Border Guarding Authorities
[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 25. 
Principal Duties of the Border Guard
[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 26.
Rights of the Border Guard 
[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 27.
Investigation in Matters Regarding Illegal Crossing of the State Border and Violation of the Prescribed Regime in the Border Areas or Border Zones

[14 October 1998]

Section 28.
Rights and Duties of the Navy in Guarding the State Border
The Cabinet shall determine the rights and duties of the Navy in fulfilling the guarding of the State border plan.

[20 September 2001]

Section 29.
Rights of the Air Force in Guarding the State Border
The Air Force has the right:

1) to carry out control of the air space, to involve other State and North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) institutions in the clarification of a situation and identification of aircraft in the air space of the State;

2) in cases when a threat of illegal crossing of the State border develops, to prohibit or restrict aircraft flights in specific air space districts of the State; and

3) to request the crews of aircraft that are crossing the State border illegally, to land in the territory of the Republic of Latvia in order to clarify the circumstances and reasons for the illegal crossing of the State border.

[25 March 2004]

Section 30.
Use of Physical Force, Special Devices and Service Dogs in Guarding the State Border
[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 31.
Use of Firearms in Guarding the State Border
[12 December 1996, 14 October 1998]

Chapter V

Service in the Border Guard 

[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 32.
Border Guard

[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 33.
Staffing of the Border Guard 
[12 December 1996; 14 October 1998]

Section 34.
Liability of Border Guard 
[14 October 1998]

Section 35.
Legal Protection and Operational Guarantees of Border Guards
[14 October 1998]

Chapter VI
Financial and Material Support of the Authorities Guarding the State Border

Section 36.
Financing of the Border Guard and the Navy

(1) The Border Guard shall be financed from State budget funds, which is comprised of:

1) grants from general revenues; 

2) income from paid services and other own income, as well as 80 per cent of the income acquired from the sale of confiscated goods or other objects that have been arrested and removed by the Border Guard in accordance with procedures prescribed by law;

3) foreign financial assistance; and

4) donations and gifts.

(2) Procedures for the utilisation of these funds, within the scope of the appropriation in the budget law, shall be determined by a regulation co-ordinated with the Minister for Finance and approved by the Minister for the Interior or the Minister for Defence respectively, with the provision that 25 per cent will be used for material inducements for the relevant personnel.

[2 November 1995; 14 October 1998; 11 November 1999; 25 November 2004]

Section 37.
Material and Technical Supply for the Authorities Guarding the State Border
The material and technical supply for the Border Guard shall be provided by the Ministry of the Interior, and the material and technical supply of the Navy and the Air Force by the Ministry of Defence. 

[12 December 1996]

Section 38.
Provision of Service Premises for the Authorities Guarding the State Border
State and local government institutions shall provide assistance to the Border Guard, the Navy and the Air Force by providing them with service premises. 

[12 December 1996]

Transitional Provisions

1. The forces guarding the border and their personnel shall be transferred to the Ministry of the Interior from the day that this Law comes into force. 

Until the reorganisation of the forces guarding the border, soldiers of the mandatory military service shall continue serving in the forces guarding the border in accordance with procedures set out in the Law on Defence Forces.

2. Within a period of three months from the day that this Law comes into force, the Ministry of Defence shall hand over and the Ministry of the Interior shall accept the personnel, the material and technical facilities and financial resources, armaments and equipment by signing a deed of delivery and acceptance and any other necessary documentation.

3. Within a period of three months from the day this Law comes into force, the Cabinet shall formulate a draft law on the Border Guard.

4. With the coming into force of this Law the Cabinet Regulation No. 29, On the State Border of the Republic of Latvia (Latvijas Republikas Saeimas un Ministru Kabineta Ziņotājs, 1994, No. 3), issued in accordance with Article 81 of the Constitution of the Republic of Latvia, and the Cabinet Regulation No. 124, Amendment to the State Border Law for the Republic of Latvia (Latvijas Republikas Saeimas un Ministru Kabineta Ziņotājs, 1996, No. 11) issued in accordance with Article 81 of the Constitution of the Republic of Latvia, are repealed. 

5. The Cabinet shall by 1 May 2004 issue the regulations provided for in Section 8, Paragraph five of this Law.

[12 December 1996; 18 December 2003]

This Law has been adopted by the Saeima on 27 October 1994.

President








G. Ulmanis 

Rīga, 10 November 1994

1 Parliament of the Republic of Latvia
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