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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 1171

Adopted 13 October 2009
Regulations Regarding the Processing Quality, Classification and Marking of Animal Carcasses, as well as the Procedure for the Assessment of Conformity of Animal Carcasses with the Requirements of Processing Quality and Classification, and Gathering and Aggregation of Information Regarding the Prices of Animal Carcasses
(Minutes No 69, Paragraph 34)

Issued pursuant to

Section 4, Paragraphs four and thirteen and

Section 13, Paragraph three of the

Law On the Supervision of Handling of Food and

Section 13, Paragraph one of the

Law On Agriculture and Rural Development
I. General Provisions

1. This Regulation prescribes:

1.1. the requirements for the processing quality, classification and marking of carcasses of adult bovine animals, whose age at the time of slaughter is 12 months and more (hereinafter – bovines), and of pigs in a food undertaking (hereinafter – slaughterhouse);

1.2. the procedure for the assessment of conformity of bovine and pig (hereinafter – animals) carcasses with the requirements of processing quality and classification;

1.3. the procedure for the gathering and aggregation of information regarding the prices and trading volumes of animal carcasses; and

1.4. the procedure for training of the classifiers of animal carcasses and inspectors of the Food and Veterinary Service. 

2. Each year by 1 February the owner of a slaughterhouse shall, in writing, submit a schedule for the slaughter of animals to the territorial unit of the Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – territorial unit). The owner shall inform the territorial unit regarding any changes in the schedule for the slaughter of animals within 24 hours.

3. A slaughterhouse shall grade animal carcasses and provide information to the Agricultural Data Centre in accordance with the requirements referred to in Paragraph 20 of this Regulation, if the average slaughter capacity in the previous year had been more than 75 bovines per week or 200 pigs per week.

4. If the slaughter capacity is less than the capacity referred to in Paragraph 3 of this Regulation and the slaughterhouse grades animal carcasses, the owner of the slaughterhouse shall inform the Food and Veterinary Service thereof in writing one month prior to the classification.

5. A slaughterhouse where only pigs, which have been born and fed on an own farm, are slaughtered and where all carcasses are divided afterwards, shall not grade animal carcasses or submit information to the Agricultural Data Centre.

6. The owner of a slaughterhouse shall be responsible for the conformity of the processing quality, classification, marking, weighing accuracy, identification of animal carcasses and the reporting of prices thereof with the requirements of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 of 22 October 2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products (Single CMO Regulation) (hereinafter – Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007), Commission Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008 of 10 December 2008 laying down detailed rules on the implementation of the Community scales for the classification of bovine, pig and sheep carcasses and the reporting of prices thereof (hereinafter – Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008) and this Regulation.

7. A slaughterhouse shall pay animal suppliers for the animal carcasses acquired according to the classification and carcass weight in accordance with Article 13(1) and Article 20(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008 or according to live weight in accordance with Article 26 (1) of the referred to Regulation.
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II. Processing Quality, Classification and 
Marking of Animal Carcasses

8. Animal carcasses shall be classified in accordance with the following requirements:

8.1. bovine carcasses – in accordance with Annex V, Part A, Paragraphs II and III of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 and Article 6 and Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008; and

8.2. pig carcasses – in accordance with Annex V, Part B, Paragraph II of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, using conformity class “S”, and Article 21 of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008, using the classification methods referred to in the Annex to this Regulation.

9. When classifying bovine carcasses in accordance with Annex V, Part A, Paragraph III of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, the fattening conformity classes R, O and P, and the fat cover classes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 shall be divided into three sub-classes, indicating the letter or number of the relevant class without a “+” or “-” symbol or with one of the following symbols:

9.1. no symbol shall be added if the carcass formation and fat class conforms with the average description of the class;

9.2. the “+” symbol shall be added if one of the three carcass parts to be assessed is better developed or the fat cover is thicker than for the basic class but not so pronounced in order to grant a higher basic class; or

9.3. the “-” symbol shall be added if one of the three carcass parts to be assessed is more poorly developed or the fat cover is thinner than for the basic class but not so thin in order to grant a lower basic class.

10. A slaughterhouse where animal carcasses are classified in accordance with this Regulation shall have employment relationship with at least one classifier of animal carcasses (hereinafter – classifier) who has a permit to grade animal carcasses (hereinafter – certificate).

11. The processing quality of animal carcasses prior to the classification shall conform with the following requirements:

11.1. bovine carcass:

11.1.1. bled;

11.1.2. without the skin;

11.1.3. without the head. The head has been separated from the carcass at the atloido-occipital joint;

11.1.4. without the feet. The feet have been separated from the carcass at the carpometacarpal or tarsometatarsal joints;

11.1.5. with a processed neck-end;

11.1.6. with non-removed external fat;

11.1.7. without the organs contained in the thoracic and abdominal cavities;

11.1.8. without the kidneys, kidney fat and pelvic fat;

11.1.9. without the diaphragm;

11.1.10. without the tail. The tail has been separated between the last sternum and the first caudal vertebrae;

11.1.11. without the spinal cord;

11.1.12 without the reproductive organs and udder, without the udder and reproductive organ fat;

11.1.13. without the fat in the inner thigh of the carcass;

11.1.14. without the jugular vein and fat next to it;

11.1.15. separated down the cervical, chest, waist and sacral vertebrae, down the sacral vertebrae and ischiopubic symphisis and central vertebrae;

11.2. pig carcass:

11.2.1. bled;

11.2.2. without the internal organs;

11.2.3. without the tongue, bristles, hooves and reproductive organs;

11.2.4. without the kidney fat and kidneys;

11.2.5. without the diaphragm;

11.2.6. with the head, tail and legs;

11.2.7. whole or separated down the mid-line of the carcass.

12. If a pig carcass is weighed and classified without the head, tail and hind legs, the registered warm weight of the carcass shall be increased by:

12.1. 7.61 per cent, replacing the separated head;

12.2. 1.61 per cent, replacing the separated hind legs; and

12.3. 0.11 per cent, replacing the separated tail.

13. Verified measuring instruments and scales shall be used for weighing animal carcasses. Prior to the commencement of work, the classifier shall check the working order of the measuring instruments and scales.

14. The owner of a slaughterhouse shall be responsible for the verification of measuring instruments and scales in accordance with regulatory enactments regarding the list of measuring instruments subjected to State metrological control and the periodicity of the verification thereof.

15. The classifier shall assess the conformity of the processing quality of animal carcasses with the requirements referred to in Paragraphs 11 and 12 of this Regulation and weigh, mark and grade animal carcasses within 60 minutes after slaughtering of a bovine and within 45 minutes after slaughtering of a pig.

16. The Scientific Institute of Biotechnology and Veterinary Medicine of the Latvia University of Agriculture “Sigra” (hereinafter – Scientific Institute) in co-operation with the Latvian State Institute of Agrarian Economics (hereinafter – Institute) shall develop a formula for the calculation of the lean meat content for the method for classification of pig carcasses and in accordance with Article 23(4) of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008 send it to the European Commission for approval. The methods approved by the European Commission (Annex) shall be applied to the classification of pig carcasses in accordance with Sub-paragraph 8.2 of this Regulation.
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17. Animal carcasses shall be marked on the external surface with a seal or label in accordance with the following requirements:

17.1. bovine carcasses shall be marked in accordance with Article 6(3) and (5) of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008, sealing with a non-erasable and non-toxic ink;
17.2. the marking of bovine carcasses may be replaced by labels, observing the conditions of Article 6(4) and (5) of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008;
17.3. pig carcasses shall be marked with a seal or label in accordance with Article 21(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008;

17.4. the following shall be indicated in the marking of pig carcasses:
17.4.1. the fattening conformity class in accordance with Annex V, Part B, Paragraph II of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, using the conformity class “S”;

17.4.2. the date of slaughtering;
17.5. the following shall be indicated in the marking on animal carcasses:
17.5.1. in the first line – the date of slaughtering “XxxD”, where X – is the last digit of the year, xx – the week of the year and D – the day of the week;
17.5.2. in the second line – the slaughter sequence number (by Arabic numerals) on the particular day; and
17.6. the letters and numbers used in the marking of animal carcasses shall be at least two centimetres high and clearly legible.

18. A slaughterhouse shall register and store for at least a year the following information regarding each classified animal carcass:

18.1. the live weight of an animal, if such is specified:
18.2. the animal identification number for bovines and the stall number – for pigs;

18.3. the number and date of the single veterinary import document of animals imported from other European Union Member States;

18.4. the date of slaughtering of the animal;

18.5. the slaughter sequence number assigned to the animal carcass;

18.6. the classification result of the animal carcass;

18.7. the warm carcass and cold carcass weight;

18.8. the price of the animal carcass determined on the basis of the animal carcass classification; and

18.9. records of the classifier (originals), in which the date of slaughtering, the animal identification or slaughter sequence number, the warm and cold weight and the classification result of the carcass is indicated. The classifier shall confirm these records with a signature and indicate the identification number of the carcass classifier.

19. In order to ensure the traceability specified in Article 18 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety, the owner of a slaughterhouse shall, within two working days after classification of the animal carcass, inform the animal supplier regarding the supplied animal in writing or electronically, indicating the following information:
19.1. the classification result of the animal carcass and the carcass weight in accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008;

19.2. the animal identification number or stall number;

19.3. the date of slaughtering of the animal and the slaughter sequence number; and

19.4. the price of the animal carcass in accordance with the classification results.

III. Procedure for Gathering and Aggregation of 
Information Regarding Animal Carcass Prices and Trade Volume

20. A slaughterhouse shall provide the following information to the Agricultural Data Centre in electronic form:

20.1. regarding each bovine within 48 hours following the slaughter:

20.1.1. the identification number, slaughter sequence number and passport number;

20.1.2. the number of the single veterinary import document and the number of bovines indicated therein, if bovines are imported from another state;

20.1.3. the date of delivery of the bovine to the slaughterhouse and the date of slaughtering thereof;

20.1.4. the live weight if such is specified, and the slaughtered weight (the cold weight of the bovine carcass);

20.1.5. the form of payment in accordance with the live weight or slaughtered weight (warm or cold weight of the bovine carcass) and the amount paid to the animal supplier without the value added tax;

20.1.6. the fattening conformity class, fat cover class and category;

20.2. regarding each pig within 48 hours following the slaughter:

20.2.1. the stall number;

20.2.2. the number of the single veterinary import document and the number of pigs indicated therein, if pigs are imported from another state;

20.2.3. the date of delivery of the pig to the slaughterhouse, the date of slaughter and the slaughter sequence number;

20.2.4. the live weight if such is specified, and the slaughtered weight (the cold weight of the pig carcass);

20.2.5. the form of payment in accordance with the live weight or slaughtered weight (warm or cold weight of the pig carcass) and the amount paid to the animal supplier without the value added tax;

20.2.6. the form of carcass processing (in accordance with Sub-paragraph 11.2 or Paragraph 12 of this Regulation); and

20.2.7. the fattening conformity class – the lean meat content (in percentage or in the class);

20.3. each year by 15 March – the average animal transportation costs for each type of animal (bovine or pig), upon transporting animals from the supplier to the slaughterhouse, as well as additional supplements to the animal supplier (if any) regarding the previous calendar year, expressed in lats for one hundred kilograms of chilled carcass separately for bovines and pigs.

21. The Agricultural Data Centre shall submit the information referred to in Paragraph 20 of this Regulation to the Institute in electronic form. The Institute shall aggregate information and send it to the European Commission and the Ministry of Agriculture, as well as publish information regarding the average prices of animal carcasses on the Internet home page of the Institute.

22. Each year by 15 April the Ministry of Agriculture shall send an annual report to the European Commission in accordance with Article 19 of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008.

23. The Food and Veterinary Service shall inform the Institute and the Agricultural Data Centre electronically regarding the slaughterhouses commencing or discontinuing the classification of animal carcasses.

24. Each year by 1 February the Agricultural Data Centre shall inform the Institute electronically regarding the total number of adult bovine animals slaughtered in the previous year.

25. Information provided by slaughterhouses regarding prices, transport costs and additional supplements in accordance with the Freedom of Information Law is a commercial secret.

IV. Procedure for the Assessment of Conformity of Animal Carcasses with the Requirements of Processing Quality and Classification, as well as for the 
Verification of Information Regarding Prices

26. The conformity of animal carcasses with the requirements specified for the processing quality and classification, weighing accuracy, observance of the requirements for marking and identification, as well as the procedure for reporting of prices (hereinafter – inspection) shall be inspected by an inspector authorised by the Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – inspector), who has a permit (certificate) to perform the control of carcass classification and the reporting of prices, in the presence of a representative of the slaughterhouse. The inspections shall be performed at least twice every quarter.

27. Inspections of bovine carcasses shall be performed at least twice every quarter in slaughterhouses where on average less than 75 bovines are slaughtered per week during a year, inspecting at least 20 bovine carcasses each time.

28. Inspections of pig carcasses shall be performed at least once every quarter in slaughterhouses where on average less than 200 pigs are slaughtered per week during a year, inspecting at least 50 carcasses each time.
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29. During an inspection, an inspector shall:

29.1. inspect the conformity of animal carcasses with the requirements of the processing quality, classification and marking, the weighing accuracy of animal carcasses in a slaughterhouse and the retrospective classification thereof in the meat chilling room;

29.2. perform the control of all documents related to the classification and weighing of animal carcasses and payment for them;

29.3. check the fulfilment of the requirements referred to in Paragraph 19 of this Regulation;

29.4. assess the conformity of the information provided by a slaughterhouse with the requirements referred to in Paragraph 20 of this Regulation and the information registered in the slaughterhouse documents; and

29.5. inspect the periodicity of the verification of measuring instruments and scales.

30. If a non-conformity with the requirements specified in this Regulation or regulatory enactments referred to in Paragraph 6 of this Regulation is discovered during an inspection in relation to the processing quality, classification and price reporting of animal carcasses, an inspector shall:

30.1. increase the frequency of inspections; and

30.2. determine additional training for the classifier of animal carcasses.

31. If the inspector reveals a non-conformity, which affects the notified price of animal carcasses, he or she shall inform the Institute thereof in writing, which shall accordingly adjust the prices to be reported to the European Commission.

32. If during the inspection an inspector establishes differences in a slaughterhouse between the actual processing quality, classification and weight of animal carcasses and the indication thereof in the marking and documents, the owner of the slaughterhouse shall make changes in the marking and documents upon instruction of the inspector and confirm the changes made with a signature.

 33. If the Food and Veterinary Service receives written information from the Institute or the Agricultural Data Centre regarding potential violations in the provision of information referred to in this Regulation, the Food and Veterinary Service shall check the information provided and decide regarding the application of an administrative penalty.

34. Each year by 15 January the Food and Veterinary Service shall, in electronic form, submit a report on the inspections performed in the previous year to the Ministry of Agriculture.

V. Training of Classifiers of Animal Carcasses and 
Inspectors of the Food and Veterinary Service

35. Classifiers shall be trained by the Scientific Institute “Sigra”. The training programme shall be co-ordinated with the Food and Veterinary Service and it shall be available on the Internet home page of the Scientific Institute “Sigra”.

[12 July 2011]

35.1 Inspectors shall be trained by the Food and Veterinary Service in accordance with the procedure developed by the Food and Veterinary Service.

[12 July 2011]

36. The Scientific Institute “Sigra” shall inform the Food and Veterinary Service that a classifier have attended the training course and successfully passed the examination. The Food and Veterinary Service shall grant the identification number of the carcass classifier to the classifier and include him or her in the Register of Classifiers.

[12 July 2011]

36.1 The Scientific Institute “Sigra” shall issue a certificate to the classifier in which the granted identification number of the classifier is specified. If the certificate is issued repeatedly, the identification number of the classifier does not change.
[12 July 2011]

37. Once every three years the bovine carcass classifier shall attend qualification improvement courses organised by the Scientific Institute “Sigra”.

[12 July 2011]

37.1 If during a year the violations have been detected in respect of processing and classification of pig carcasses in less than 25 per cent of the total number of the inspections or there were no such at all, the pig carcass classifier shall attend the qualification improvement courses organised by the Scientific Institute “Sigra” once every five years. If such violations have been determined in 25-50 per cent of the total number of the inspections, the pig carcass classifier shall attend the referred to courses once every three years. If during a year the violations have been detected in respect of processing and classification of pig carcasses in more than 50 per cent of the total number of the inspections, the pig carcass classifier shall attend repeatedly the training referred to in Paragraph 35 of this Regulation.
[12 July 2011] 
38. If non-conformities are determined during the inspections referred to in Paragraph 26 of this Regulation in respect of classification and identification of the bovine carcasses, the inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service shall act in accordance Article 12(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008. 

[12 July 2011] 

39. The Food and Veterinary Service shall establish and maintain the Register of Classifiers and publish it on the Internet home page thereof.

VI. Closing Provision

40. Cabinet Regulation No 443 of 17 June 2008, Regulations Regarding the Processing Quality, Classification and Marking of Animal Carcasses, as well as the Procedures for the Assessment of Conformity of Animal Carcasses with the Requirements of Processing Quality and Classification and Gathering and Aggregation of Information Regarding the Prices of Animal Carcasses (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2008, No 96), is repealed.

Prime Minister 




V. Dombrovskis

Minister for Agriculture 



J. Dūklavs

Annex

Cabinet Regulation No
1171

13 October 2009

Methods for Classification of Pig Carcasses

[12 July 2011]

1. The following methods for the classification of pig carcasses are approved in Latvia:

1.1. manual method (ZP) – the lean meat content is calculated, using the following formula:

ý = 61,689x1 – 0,658x2, where

ý – the estimated percentage of lean meat of the carcass;

x1 – the thickness of the visible fat on the midline of the split carcass, measured in the point G – thinnest part over the gluteus medius muscle (in millimetres);

x2 – the thickness of the visible muscle on the midline of the split carcass, measured in point M – distance between the cranial edge of the gluteus medius muscle and the dorsal edge of the vertebral canal (in millimetres);

1.2. by means of the apparatus “Intrescope (Optical Probe)” – the lean meat content shall be calculated, using the following formula:

ý = 71,964 – 0,756x, where

ý – the estimated percentage of lean meat in the carcass;

x – the thickness of back-fat in millimetres, measured on left side of carcass behind the last rib 6 cm of the midline of the carcass;

1.3. by means of the apparatus “PG 200 (Pork Grader)” – the lean meat content shall be calculated, using the following formula:

ý = 71,938 – 0,928x1 + 0,013x2, where

ý – the estimated percentage of lean meat in the carcass;

x1 – the thickness of back-fat in millimetres, measured on left side of carcass behind the last rib 7 cm of the midline of the carcass;

x2 – the thickness of muscle in millimetres, measured on left side of carcass behind the last rib 7 cm of the midline of the carcass.

2. The formula for calculating the lean meat content of the carcass referred to in Paragraph 1 of this Annex shall be used if the weight of the pig carcass is between 50 and 100 kilograms.

3. Manual method (ZP) may be used only in the slaughterhouses where the average slaughter capacity per year is not more than 200 pigs per week.

Minister for Agriculture 




J. Dūklavs
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