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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 121

Adopted 19 March 2002

Essential Requirements for Aerosol Dispensers and Procedures for Labelling Thereof

Issued pursuant to Section 7 of the Law On Conformity Assessment and Section 21, Paragraph one of the Consumer Rights Protection Law
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe the essential requirements for aerosol dispensers, procedures for the supervision of the compliance with these requirements, and procedures for the labelling of aerosol dispensers. These Regulations apply to aerosol dispensers, the total capacity of which (the volume (in millilitres) of an open aerosol dispenser up to the rim of the opening of the dispenser) is not less than 50 ml and not more than:

1.1. 1000 ml ‑ for metal dispensers;

1.2. 220 ml ‑ for protected glass dispensers and plastic dispensers which cannot splinter on bursting; and

1.3. 150 ml ‑ for unprotected glass dispensers and plastic dispensers which may splinter on bursting.

2. Distribution of aerosol dispensers that do not conform to the requirements of these Regulations is prohibited in Latvia.

3. An aerosol dispenser is any non-reusable container made of metal, glass or plastic and containing a gas that is compressed, liquefied or dissolved under pressure with or without a liquid, paste or powder, and fitted with a device allowing the contents of the container to be ejected together with the gas, as a foam, paste or powder or in a liquid state.

II. Essential Requirements for Aerosol Dispensers
4. Filled aerosol dispensers under normal or foreseeable conditions of use and storage shall conform to the requirements of these Regulations.

5. The valve of aerosol dispensers shall be such as to enable aerosol dispensers to be hermetically sealed under normal or foreseeable conditions of use, storage or transport and to protect aerosol dispensers against unintentional opening or deterioration (for example, equipped with a protective cap).

6. Substances contained in aerosol dispensers shall not reduce the mechanical resistance of aerosol dispensers, even during prolonged storage of such dispensers.

7. Metal aerosol dispensers shall conform to the following requirements:

7.1. the total capacity shall not exceed 1000 ml;

7.2. for aerosol dispensers that are filled under conditions when the pressure is less than 6.7 bars and the temperature is 50oC, the test pressure (the pressure to which an unfilled aerosol dispenser may be subjected for 25 seconds, without any leakage being caused thereto or, in the case if aerosol dispensers are made of metal or plastic, without visible or permanent distortion being caused) shall be at least 10 bars;

7.3. for aerosol dispensers that are filled under the conditions when the pressure is 6.7 bars or more and the temperature is 50oC, the test pressure shall be at least by 50% higher than the internal pressure (relative pressure) at a temperature of 50oC;

7.4. the internal pressure in aerosol dispensers at a temperature of 50oC shall not exceed 12 bars irrespective of the type of gas utilised for filling; and

7.5. the volume of the liquid phase (the volume of filled and closed aerosol dispensers at the non-gaseous phase) at a temperature of 50oC shall not exceed 87% of the net capacity (the volume of filled and closed aerosol dispensers in millilitres). For aerosol dispensers with a concave base, which becomes convex before bursting, the volume of the liquid phase at a temperature of 50oC shall not exceed 95% of the net capacity.

8. Glass aerosol dispensers that are plastic coated or have been treated otherwise (in order to ensure permanent protection thereof) shall conform to the following requirements:

8.1. compressed, liquefied or dissolved gas shall be utilised for the filling of such aerosol dispensers;

8.2. the total capacity of the dispensers shall not exceed 220 ml;

8.3. such dispensers shall have a plastic coating or a protective envelope made of other suitable material intended to prevent the danger of flying particles of glass if the aerosol dispenser is accidentally broken. The dispensers shall be designed so that a filled aerosol dispenser that is brought to a temperature of 20oC and dropped from a height of 1.8 m onto a concrete floor would not create flying particles of glass;

8.4. the test pressure of aerosol dispensers filled with compressed or dissolved gas shall be at least 12 bars;

8.5. the test pressure of aerosol dispensers filled with liquefied gas shall be at least 10 bars;

8.6. the internal pressure of aerosol dispensers filled with compressed gas shall not exceed 9 bars at a temperature of 50oC;

8.7. the internal pressure of aerosol dispensers filled with dissolved gas shall not exceed 8 bars at a temperature of 50oC;

8.8. the internal pressure of aerosol dispensers filled with liquefied gas or mixtures of liquefied gas at a temperature of 20oC shall not exceed the conditions referred to in Annex 1 of these Regulations; and

8.9. the volume of the liquid phase at a temperature of 50oC shall not exceed 90% of the net capacity.

9. Unprotected glass aerosol dispensers shall conform to the following requirements:

9.1. only liquefied or dissolved gas shall be utilised for the filling of such aerosol dispensers;

9.2. the total capacity shall not exceed 150 ml;

9.3. the test pressure shall be at least 12 bars;

9.4. the internal pressure of aerosol dispensers filled with dissolved gas shall not exceed 8 bars at a temperature of 50oC;

9.5. the internal pressure of aerosol dispensers filled with liquefied gas or mixtures of liquefied gas at a temperature of 20oC shall not exceed the conditions referred to in Annex 2 of these Regulations; and

9.6. the volume of the liquid phase at a temperature of 50oC shall not exceed 90% of the net capacity.

10. The requirements specified in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations are applicable to plastic aerosol dispensers that cannot splinter on bursting.

11. The requirements specified in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations are applicable to plastic aerosol dispensers that may splinter upon bursting.

12. Aerosol dispensers that are asymmetrical, have major distortions or other similar faults shall be considered as not conforming to the requirements of these Regulations, except the case where aerosol dispensers with a slight symmetrical distortion at the base or at the upper part of aerosol dispenser pass the bursting pressure test specified in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations.

13. The manufacturer shall ensure that the bursting pressure (minimum pressure as a result of which aerosol dispensers may burst or rupture) of empty metal aerosol dispensers is at least 20% higher than the test pressure.

14. During the production process the manufacturer shall ensure the testing of aerosol dispensers by observing the following procedures: each filled aerosol dispenser shall be immersed in a bath of water and a uniform heating of the contents of the aerosol dispenser until 50oC shall be ensured or pressure in the aerosol dispenser that is as high as can be exerted by the substances contained in the dispenser at a uniform temperature of 50oC shall be ensured. Aerosol dispensers, in which visible permanent distortions or leaks are determined during the test, shall be considered as not conforming to the requirements of these Regulations.
15. After co-ordination with the market supervision institution, the test referred to in Paragraph 14 of these Regulations may be replaced by another equivalent testing method.

III. Labelling
16. The manufacturer, its authorised representative or importer shall label aerosol dispensers with a symbol "3" (inverted epsilon), which certifies that the aerosol dispenser conforms to the requirements prescribed by these Regulations. It is prohibited to use marks or notices that may be confused with the symbol "3" on aerosol dispensers.

17. On aerosol dispensers or in labels attached thereto (if the total capacity of an aerosol dispenser is not more than 150 ml) the following information, in addition to the requirements prescribed by other regulatory enactments, shall be specified in clearly visible, legible and indelible characters:

17.1. the name and address or trademark of the manufacturer, a representative authorised by him or her, or the importer;

17.2. code marking enabling the filling batch to be identified;

17.3. the net weight and volume; and

17.4. warning notices:

17.4.1. irrespective of the contents of an aerosol dispenser ‑ "Flakons pakļauts spiedienam: sargāt no tiešas saules staru iedarbības un nepakļaut temperatūrai, kas pārsniedz 50 °C. Nepārdurt un nededzināt" [Pressurised container: protect from the effects of direct sunlight and do not expose to temperatures exceeding 50oC. Do not pierce or burn], and additional instructions for use that warn the user regarding the special danger of the product; and

17.4.2. if an aerosol dispenser contains flammable substances (substances that conform to any of the chemical substance criteria referred to in Cabinet Regulation No. 228 of 29 June 1999, Procedures Regarding Classification, Labelling and Packaging of Chemical Substances and Chemical Products, ‑ "uzliesmojošs" [flammable], "viegli uzliesmojošs" [highly flammable] or "īpaši viegli uzliesmojošs" [extremely flammable]), the information referred to in Sub-clauses 17.4.2.1 or 17.4.2.2 respectively shall be specified:

17.4.2.1. the flame symbol (symbol of danger), indication that the contents of the dispenser, including propellants, are flammable (explanation of danger), and the relevant characteristics of the effects of the substance in accordance with the Cabinet Regulation referred to in Clause 17.4.2 of these Regulations and the following signs of safety requirements: "Neizsmidzināt atklātas liesmas vai siltumu izstarojošu materiālu tuvumā" [Do not spray on a naked flame or incandescent materials], "Sargāt no uguns ‑ nesmēķēt" [Keep away from sources of ignition ‑ No smoking] and "Sargāt no bērniem" [Keep out of the reach of children]; or

17.4.2.2. the quantity of flammable substances as follows ‑ "X% no satura masas ir uzliesmojošas vielas" [X% by mass of the contents are flammable substances]. Such information shall be specified if the manufacturer, its authorised representative or the importer proves that the contents of the aerosol dispenser (which is flammable) do not present a risk of ignition under normal or foreseeable conditions of use.

18. In the case referred to in Sub-clause 17.4.2.2 of these Regulations, the manufacturer, its authorised representative, or the importer shall, upon the request of the market supervision institution, provide such institution with information that proves the absence of an ignition risk.

IV. Market Supervision
19. The Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall perform the functions of the market supervision institution.

20. Unfilled aerosol dispensers shall be tested as follows:

20.1. from a batch of 2500 identical unfilled aerosol dispensers that have been manufactured from the same material by the continuous manufacturing process, or from a batch that has been manufactured during a period of one hour, five aerosol dispensers shall be selected at random and subjected to a 25 seconds long test pressure;

20.2. if at least one of the selected aerosol dispensers does not pass the test, ten other aerosol dispensers shall be selected at random from the same batch that shall be subjected to the referred to test; and

20.3. if at least one of these ten randomly selected aerosol dispensers does not pass the test, the whole batch shall be considered as not conforming to the requirements of these Regulations.

21. Filled aerosol dispensers shall be tested as follows:

21.1. air and water-tightness shall be tested by immersing in a bath of water, filled aerosol dispensers selected in accordance with the procedures specified in Sub-paragraph 20.1 of these Regulations. Uniform heating of the contents of aerosol dispensers until a temperature of 50oC shall be ensured in the bath. Dispensers shall be kept immersed in the water for a specific period of time, in order to ascertain that the dispensers have not burst or ruptured;
21.2. if at least one of the aerosol dispensers selected does not pass the test, ten other aerosol dispensers shall be selected at random from the same batch and tested in accordance with the procedures referred to in Sub-paragraph 21.1 of these Regulations; and

21.3. if at least one of the ten randomly selected aerosol dispensers does not pass the test, the whole batch shall be considered as not conforming to the requirements of these Regulations.

V. Closing Provisions
22. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 May 2002.

23. Paragraphs 16, 17 and 18 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2003.
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Annex 1
Cabinet Regulation No. 121

 19 March 2002

Maximum Internal Pressure of Plastic Coated Glass Aerosol Dispensers or Glass Aerosol Dispensers Otherwise Treated for Permanent Protection Permissible at 20oC in Relation to the Percentage Amount of Gas

	Total capacity
	Percentage weight of liquefied gas in combined mixture
	
	

	
	20%
	50%
	80%

	50 to 80 ml
	3.5 bars
	2.8 bars
	2.5 bars

	< 80 to 160 ml
	3.2 bars
	2.5 bars
	2.2 bars

	< 160 to 220 ml
	2.8 bars
	2.1 bars
	1.8 bars


Note. The internal pressure for a percentage amount of gas that is not specified in the table shall be calculated by utilising extrapolation.
Acting for the Minister for Economics,

Minister for Finance
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Annex 2
Cabinet Regulation No. 121

 19 March 2002

Maximum Internal Pressure of Unprotected Glass Aerosol Dispensers Permissible at 20oC in Relation to Percentage Amount of Gas

	Total capacity
	Percentage weight of liquefied gas in combined mixture
	
	

	
	20%
	50%
	80%

	50 to 70 ml
	1.5 bars
	1.5 bars
	1.25 bars

	< 70 to 150 ml
	1.5 bars
	1.5 bars
	1 bar


Note. The internal pressure for a percentage amount of gas that is not specified in the table shall be calculated by utilising extrapolation.
Acting for the Minister for Economics,

Minister for Finance 
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