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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 411

Adopted 22 April 2004

Regulations regarding Quality and Classification Requirements for Animal Carcasses and Procedures for the Assessment of the Conformity of Carcasses with Quality and Classification Requirements
Issued pursuant to Section 4, Paragraph four of

the Supervision of the Handling of Food Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe quality and classification requirements for bovine, porcine and ovine carcasses (hereinafter – animal carcasses) at meat production undertakings (hereinafter – slaughterhouses) and the procedures by which conformity of the animal carcasses with the quality and classification requirements shall be assessed.

2. A slaughterhouse shall accept animals for slaughter in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments regarding veterinary and hygiene requirements and within the working hours which shall be notified to the Food and Veterinary Service.

II. Quality and Classification of Animal Carcasses
3. The quality of animal carcasses shall conform to and shall be classified in accordance with the requirements of the directly applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union:

3.1. bovine carcasses – in accordance with the requirements of Council Regulation No. 1208/81 of 28 April 1981 determining the Community scale for the classification of carcasses of adult bovine animals;

3.2. porcine carcasses – in accordance with the requirements of Council Regulation No. 3220/84 of 13 November 1984 determining the Community scale for the grading of pig carcasses; and

3.3. ovine carcasses – in accordance with the requirements of Council Regulation No. 2137/92 of 23 July 1992 concerning the Community scale for the classification of carcasses of ovine animals and determining the Community standard quality of fresh or chilled sheep carcasses.

4. The classification of the animal carcasses referred to in Sub-paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2 of these Regulations shall be compulsory in a slaughterhouse if the slaughter capacity thereof annually exceeds: 

4.1. 75 bovine animals per week; and

4.2. 200 pigs per week.

5. Not less than two certified carcass classifiers shall be employed at a slaughterhouse where animal carcasses are classified in accordance with Paragraph 3 of these Regulations. 

6. The primary processing of animal carcasses shall be performed in compliance with the requirements of the directly applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union regarding the quality of carcasses. Prior to the classification of animal carcasses they shall be weighed on verified scales.

7. After or during the quality assessment, classification and weighing of carcasses, the slaughterhouse shall ensure the identification of carcasses by assigning a carcass serial number.

8. The carcass serial number shall be designated by digits in the following sequence:

8.1. “XXX” where the first two digits shall denote the serial number of the week of the year, the third digit – the serial number of the day of the week; and

8.2. “XXXX” – shall specify the weekly serial number of a slaughtered animal.

9. A slaughterhouse may specify the information referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations on a special marking label in accordance with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments regarding the marking of meat.  The size of the special marking shall be 5 x 10 cm.

10. Porcine carcasses shall be classified in compliance with the requirements of the directly applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union. The measuring instrument Introscope (Optical Probe) shall be utilised for determining the back fat thickness of a porcine carcass. The Introscope is a measuring instrument subject to State metrological control the verification periodicity of which shall not be less frequent than once a year.
11. A formula corresponding to the measuring instrument or measuring equipment shall be utilised for determining the content of the lean meat on a porcine carcass which shall be obtained by performing an anatomical section test in compliance with the requirements of the directly applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union and the trial methodology used in the European Union.

12. For the computation of the percentage of lean meat on a porcine carcass the following formula (regression equation) shall be utilised, which shall be applicable to the weight of a carcass from 55 to 120 kg:

y = 62.89 – 0.648 x a, where

y – is the percentage of lean meat on the carcass; and 

a – is the back fat (including skin) thickness in millimetres, which has been measured from the middle line at the last rib.

13. If another measuring instrument or other measuring equipment is utilised, or the population of pigs to be slaughtered has changed, the institution authorised by the Minister for Agriculture shall, in accordance with Paragraphs 11 and 12 of these Regulations, develop a formula appropriate for the computation of the content of lean meat on a porcine carcass. 

14. The slaughterhouse shall register the results of the classification, the weight of the carcass and the carcass serial number assigned by the slaughterhouse and shall store the relevant information for a period of one year.

15. The owner (holder) of the animals has the right to receive information regarding the results of the classification of the supplied animal carcasses.

16. The owner of the slaughterhouse shall be responsible for the quality, classification, marking, accuracy of weighing and compliance of identification with the requirements of the directly applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union.

III. Procedures for the Settling of Accounts with Animal Suppliers

17. The slaughterhouse shall pay the animal supplier for the obtained carcass of an animal according to the results of the classification of the carcass and the weight of the carcass.

18. The slaughterhouse shall pay a premium in accordance with the correction factor of the standard value for animal carcasses the class and category characteristics of, which are higher than the characteristics of the basic class and category. If the characteristics of the class and category of animal carcasses are lower than the characteristics of the basic class and category, the slaughterhouse shall reduce the standard value in accordance with the correction coefficient of the standard value.

IV. Procedures for Quality and Classification Examination of Animal Carcasses

19. Examination of the quality, classification, accuracy of weighing, marking and identification shall be performed by a certified classification inspector (hereinafter – inspector) authorised by the Food and Veterinary Service.

20. The inspector shall perform the classification examination of animal carcasses in accordance with the intercalibration and examination methods approved by the Food and Veterinary Service.

21. If during the classification examination non-compliance with the requirements of the quality, accuracy of weighing, marking and identification of animal carcasses has been determined, the inspector shall:

21.1. increase the frequency of examinations;

21.2. propose the performance of one of the following actions: 

21.2.1. additional training of the carcass classifier at the slaughterhouse;

21.2.2. repeated calibration of the measuring instrument Introscope (Optical Probe); or

21.2.3. cancellation of the certificate of the carcass classifier.

22. The owner of the slaughterhouse has the right to:

22.1. dispute the results of the examinations performed by the inspector in the Ministry of Agriculture;

22.2. request a repeated examination; and

22.3. request an evaluation of the expert of the institution referred to in Paragraph 27 of these Regulations.

23. A sanction shall be applied in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments to the owner of a slaughterhouse for failure to comply with the requirements of quality, classification, accuracy of weighing, marking and identification.

24. When performing an examination of the quality, classification, accuracy of weighing, marking and identification of animal carcasses, the inspector shall:

24.1. request a schedule for the slaughtering of animals which shall specify the species of animals to be slaughtered, the date and hour of slaughtering; 

24.2. assess the conformity of the carcass to be classified or the classified carcass with quality and classification requirements;

24.3. assess the quality of the carcasses of the animals, the classification performed by the classifier of the carcasses, the accuracy of the weighing of the carcasses, the correctness of marking and identification with the intercalibration and other approved examination methods in the places where the meat is obtained, the carcass cooler or freezer:

24.3.1. classify the bovine and ovine carcasses and perform the intercalibration of porcine carcasses in the slaughterhouse, and the retrospective classification and intercalibration thereof in the carcass cooler or freezer;

24.3.2. examine the marking of the carcasses of animals and the compliance thereof with the classification and intercalibration results and the classification registration records;

24.3.3. examine all documents and notes related to the classification and weighing of animal carcasses; and 

24.4. examine the identification of animal carcasses, requiring all necessary documents.

25. The inspector shall draw up a report regarding the examination of the quality, classification, accuracy of weighing, marking and identification of carcasses. A copy of the notification shall be handed over to the owner of the slaughterhouse or to the authorised person thereof.

26. Each year the Food and Veterinary Service shall submit a report regarding the classification control of animal carcasses for the current year to the Ministry of Agriculture.

V. Procedures for Training and Certification of Carcass Classifiers and Inspectors

27. Carcass classifiers and inspectors shall be trained by an institution authorised by the Minister for Agriculture, which shall be responsible for the training.

28. The Minister for Agriculture shall approve the training course of carcass classifiers and inspectors.

29. The knowledge of carcass classifiers and inspectors shall be evaluated by a commission established by the Minister for Agriculture. Representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture, the Food and Veterinary Service, co-operation councils of agricultural organisations, associations producing and processing meat as well as scientific institutions shall be included on the commission. 

30. After completing the course and successfully passing the examination, the Ministry of Agriculture shall, on the basis of the record of the commission, issue a certificate for a period of five years to the carcass classifiers and inspectors.

VI. Closing Provisions

31. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 May 2004.

Prime Minister 








I. Emsis

Minister for Agriculture 







M. Roze
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