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Summary
Introduction
 
In accordance with Section 65, Paragraph one, Clause 4 of the Protection of the Rights of the Child Law the Minister for Children and Family Affairs ensures the preparation of an annual report on the state of children in the State (hereinafter – report) and submits it to the Saeima and the Cabinet. 

 

The report compiles information regarding the most current fields, which characterise the state of children, identifies the main problems and analyses causes thereof. Information is classified according to the children’s rights declared in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989): rights to health and health care, rights to welfare, rights to familial care, rights to education, rest and leisure and cultural events, children’s civil rights and freedoms, as well as special protection of children. The report compiles information regarding measures taken in 2006 for the improvement of the state of children in Latvia. 

 

In order to obtain a more detailed insight into the state of children in the State, statistical data regarding the years 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 are included and compared in the report, as well as changes in this field during this period of time – since 1990 – have been evaluated. Analysis of the situation in the field of employment, education, home, health, social services, culture, sports, protection of the rights and interests of children and youth and in other fields is provided.

 

Information regarding the state of children in the State compiled by the MoCFA, the MoEC, the MoES, the MoI, the MoC, the MoW, the MoT, the MoJ, the MoE, the MoH, the SSAMSIA, as well as the CSB, is included in the report.

 1. Evaluation of the Demographic Situation
In Latvia ageing of the population is still very intense, the number of elderly residents continues to increase and the proportion of children – to decrease in the total number of residents. Although increase of the birth rate in 2006 (number of births per 1000 residents: 9,7 children) was the highest during the preceding 12 years, substantial changes of long-term migration at large have promoted reduction of the number of residents
. Changes in the number of residents, birth tendencies and indicators regarding the average age of a mother and the number of children in a family are dealt with in this Chapter.

1.1. Number of Residents
 
In 2006 the number of residents in Latvia continued to decrease and as in the preceding year the number of deceased persons (33 098) exceeded the number of births (22 264) in all the Republic’s towns and districts.

There were 2 281 000 residents in Latvia at the end of 2006 (in 2005 – 2 295 000), which is 14 000 less than in the preceding year. The number of residents in Latvia has decreased by 118 000 in the time period from the beginning of 1999 to the end of 2006. 

The largest number of births was registered in 2003 for the first time since 1996 – 21 006 children were born, but in 2004 the birth rate again reduced  slightly – 20 334 children (-672) were born, which, however, is a little bit more than in the preceding years in the time period from 1996 to 2002. However, the birth rate increased again in 2005 and 2006 and respectively 21 497 and 22 264 children were born.

The number of children born in towns in 2006 exceeded the number of children born in 2005 by 751 children (in 2006 – 15 342, in 2005 – 14 591 children), but in the countryside 6 922 children were born in 2006, which is 16 children more than in 2005 (6 906 children). A detailed review on the number of childbirths and newborn infants is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Number of Childbirths and Newborn Infants
	Year
	Number of childbirths
	
	
	Number of newborn infants
	

	
	
	Including
	
	
	
	
	Of which

	
	Total
	With twins
	With triplets
	
	Total

 
	Including live births
	
	In towns

 
	In rural areas

 

	1990
	37 814
	315
	1
	
	38 144
	37 918
	
	23 827
	14 091

	1995
	21 575
	214
	-
	
	21 789
	21 595
	
	13 324
	8271

	2000
	20 230
	172
	2
	
	20 406
	20 248
	
	12 737
	7511

	2001
	19 614
	180
	4
	
	19 802
	19 664
	
	12 531
	7133

	2002
	20 006
	208
	3
	
	20 220
	20 044
	
	12 938
	7106

	2003
	20 910
	222
	2
	
	21 136
	21 006
	
	13 891
	7115

	2004
	20 235
	231
	2
	
	20 470
	20 334
	
	13 820
	6514

	2005
	21 376
	241
	5
	
	21 629
	21 497
	
	14 591
	6906

	2006
	22 149
	252
	2
	
	22 418
	22 264
	
	15 342
	6922

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Source: CSB data.

 

1.2. Mother’s Age
 

Childbirths increased for women in the age group from 25 to 39 years of age in 2006 in comparison with 2005. Altogether 14 143 children were born to this age group of women in 2006, which is 458 children more than in 2005. 

The average age of a mother of a newborn infant in 2006 remained at the level of the preceding year; it was 28 years (in comparison to 1995 – 26 years, in 2004 – 27.7 years). The average age of a mother when the first child is born also increased, and it was 25.3 year in 2006 – 1.8 years more than in 1995.

Childbirths in the age group up to 17 years of age reduced in 2006 in comparison with 1995, however, in comparison with 2005, the birth rate in this age group increased by 36 newborn infants (506 newborn infants were born in 1995, 286 – in 2005, 322 – in 2006 ).

In 2006 first children to minor mothers were born from 14 years of age. In 2006 3 children were born to mothers who were 14 years of age, 16 children – to mothers who were 15 years of age, 71 children – to mothers who were 16 years of age and two of them were the second child, 232 children – to mothers who were 17 years of age and two of them were the second child. 

1.3. Number of Children in a Family
 

The number of children who were born in a family as the second children, increased – 7 150 – in 2006 in comparison with 2005 and 2004, and that was 277 children more than in 2005 (6 873) and 840 children more than in 2004 (6 310). Birth of the third and the fourth children also slightly increased. In 2006 altogether 2 346 children were born as the third children, which in comparison with 2005 was 30 children more, and in 2006 in all 730 children were born as the fourth children, which in comparison with 2005 was 10 children more. The birth of the fifth and more children in a family continued to reduce: in 2006 altogether 51 less children (in 2006 – 519 children, in 2005 – 570 children).

1.4. Most Significant Tendencies in the Demographic Situation
 
• In 2006 an improvement of the birth indicators was observed in Latvia – 22 264 children were born in Latvia, which is the highest number of newborn infants during the preceding twelve years and which is more than in 2005 and 2004 when respectively 21 497 and 20 334 children were born;

• the number of residents in Latvia continued to decrease in 2006 and as in the preceding year the number of deceased persons exceeded the number of births;

• in 2006 childbirths increased for women in the age group from 25-39 years of age;

• childbirths to minor mothers increased by 36 children in 2006 in comparison with 2005;

• the average age of a mother has increased by almost two years since 1995 and it was 28 years in 2006;

• the number of live born children increased by 767 children in 2006 in comparison with 2005; 

• the number of such families, in which the second, the third and the fourth child was born, increased slightly.

2. Rights of the Child to Health and Health Care Services
 
This Chapter will deal with the most important issues characterising the rights of the child to health provision in Latvia – the health condition of newborn infants, initiatives and measures for promotion of the healthy development of infants, indicators of children’s condition of health, morbidity of children, HIV/AIDS infected children, health care in hospitals, abortions, child mortality, road traffic accidents, child traumatism, children and young people having addiction problems, as well as the most significant tendencies characterising children’s condition of health.

The referred to issues are viewed in order to evaluate the results achieved in 2006 in relation to the ensuring of the rights of the child to health and to specify the policy sectors, to which the policy developers must pay specific attention.

2.1. Early Childhood Development
 

2.1.1. Health Condition of Newborn Infants
 
Indicators as regards the health condition of newborn infants in Latvia in 2006 do not differ significantly from the preceding year. The proportion of healthy newborn infants (Health Group I – healthy children who do not have chronic illnesses, physical development according to the age) slightly increased, thus causing a decrease in the proportion of newborn infants in Health Group II (children with the risk of development of chronic illnesses). Of the newborn infants 3.3% were in Health Group III (children with chronic illnesses in a compensated, sub-compensated or decompensated form).

However, in comparison with 1995, the number of newborn infants in 2006 in Health Group I significantly increased – by 14.6 %, but in Health Group II it decreased by 13.3 %, and in Health  Group III – by 1.3 % (see Table 2).

 
Table 2. Health Condition of Newborn Infants in Latvia
(in percentage from the registered newborn infants)

	Year


	Distribution in health groups, %

	
	Group I
	Group II
	Group III

	1995
	41.3
	54.1
	4.6

	2003
	51.6
	44.4
	4.0

	2004
	52.3
	43.8
	3.9

	2005
	53.3
	43.2
	3.5

	2006
	55.9
	40.8
	3.3


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 

The morbidity rate of children during the first year of life continued to increase in 2006 (in absolute numbers). In 2006 altogether 944 morbidity cases more than in 2005 were registered – 45 285 morbidity cases were registered in 2006 and 44 341 morbidity cases – in 2005. In comparison, the increase of morbidity cases in 2005 against year 2004 was 293 cases.

However it should be noted that in 2006 the number of morbidity cases of children during the first year of life continued to decrease in relation to the total number of live born children during the first year of life (in 2004 – 2.16, in 2005 – 2.06, in 2006 – 2.034 morbidity cases). 

The most significant diseases in the morbidity structure of newborn infants still were respiratory tract diseases, followed by specific conditions originating in the perinatal period, digestive system diseases, nervous system diseases and infections and parasitic diseases.

In comparison with 2005, in 2006 the number of morbidity cases with infections and parasitic diseases (+156; in total – 1 242 cases), respiratory tract diseases (+314; in total – 25 206 cases), diseases of the urogenital system (+107; in total – 559 cases), digestive system diseases (+55; in total – 3 340 cases), as well as such cases when specific conditions originating in the perinatal period were detected (+608; in total – 5 134 cases) increased. 

Concurrently the number of morbidity cases with endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases (-98; in total – 634 cases), diseases of the nervous system and sense organs (-363; in total – 2 684 cases), as well as the number of injuries, poisoning and such cases where the consequences of other external causes have been detected (-24; in total – 526 cases) reduced. 

The number of morbidity cases with congenital anomalies remained unchanged (753 cases), however the number of cases when morbidity of another type were detected increased (+199; in total – 5 207 cases). 

2.1.2. Initiatives and Measures Promoting Healthy Development of Infants
 

The increase of the proportion of breastfed infants in 2006 is evaluated positively. In the time period from 2000 to 2006 the proportion of breastfed children up to 1 year of age increased from 9% to 18% and for children up to 6 months of age – from 29% to 46% (see Table 3). The referred to indicators are essential because a better immune system forms in breastfed children within the first months of life and thus the ability of the organism to fight infectious diseases improves.

Table 3. Proportion of Breastfed Children (%)

	 

	2000

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006


	1 month

	87

	91

	91

	92

	92


	6 months

	29

	39

	42

	44

	46


	12 months

	9

	14

	16

	17

	18



	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 
However, these indicators are still low. Thus, it is important to continue to educate society regarding the significance of mother’s milk in the health and development of the child. Moreover, it is important to ensure the observance of the rights guaranteed by legislation to such working mothers who continue to breastfeed children. 

In 2006 there were several initiatives for the promotion of the healthy development of infants, which were mainly organised and ensured by the HPSA.

For example, in continuing the implementation of the BFH initiative, the maternity ward of the Madona Hospital was evaluated and nominated as a BFH. According to data of the PHA
, at the end of 2006 the BFH title had already been granted to 13 maternity wards of hospitals of Latvia: to the maternity wards of the Aizkraukle, Alūksne, Balvi, Bauska, Bulduri, Gulbene, Jēkabpils, Kuldīga, Madona, Saldus, Smiltene, Tukums and Valmiera hospitals.

According to the global criteria of a BFH, training of consultants of Support Groups for Mothers took place in August 2006 in order to promote and strengthen the BFH initiative in Latvia. 14 consultants of Support Groups for Mothers were trained.

Training of breastfeeding consultants took place at the Riga Maternity Hospital after the programme of 40 + 20 theoretical and practical lessons regarding the theme “Physiology, Psychology, Management and Promotion of Breastfeeding”. 10 breastfeeding consultants who have the rights to teach were prepared from the perinatal care centres of Jēkabpils, Liepāja, Valmiera, Ogre hospitals and the perinatal care centres of the Riga Children’s Hospital, the Riga Maternity Hospital and the Pauls Stradiņš University Clinical Hospital.

In celebrating 25 years of the WHO/UNICEF International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes and 15 years of operation of the Code in Latvia, the Commission for the Promotion of Breastfeeding of the MoW in co-operation with the representative office of the WHO in Latvia and the UNICEF National Committee of the Republic of Latvia, the Association for the Promotion and Protection of Breastfeeding of Latvia and the HPSA organised a conference and a round table discussion dedicated to the promotion, support and protection of breastfeeding.

2.1.2.1. Vaccination of Infants
Vaccination is the most efficient means for prophylaxis of infectious diseases. It radically reduces the morbidity with infectious diseases or even completely controls some of them, prevents the threats of a potential epidemic, and helps to significantly reduce the social and economic losses caused by infectious diseases. 

It is to be evaluated positively that in comparison with 2005 the morbidity with vaccine-dependent infectious diseases in 2006 decreased: rubella – 2.8 times, mumps – 7.7 times, diphtheria – 1.6 times. 

Morbidity cases with tetanus, Haemophilus influenzae infection, measles and poliomyelitis were not registered. Concurrently morbidity with whooping cough increased slightly (1.3 times). Children’s morbidity with tuberculosis also increased, and in 2006 altogether 6 children more than in the preceding year fell ill with the referred to disease (93 children – in 2006; 87 children – in 2005). Children’s morbidity with tuberculosis was still high and in comparison with 1990 when 46 children fell ill the number of children who have fallen ill in 2006 increased by 47 children. 

The stable tendency of increase in the immunisation level observed in Latvia is also evaluated positively. The immunisation level of children against diphtheria, tetanus, poliomyelitis and whooping cough reached 97.8 %, against measles, rubella, mumps – 98,6 %, against Haemophilus influenzae infection – 97.2 %, against hepatitis B – 96.6 %, against tuberculosis – 99.9 % (see Table 4). Vaccination against tuberculosis is usually performed in the maternity ward on the 4th-5th day of a child’s life, and after two months the child has developed immunity against tuberculosis.  It protects the child from falling ill with tuberculosis in a severe form, but not from being infected in a mild form.

The MoH has developed and issued 100 000 copies of an informative brochure “Difterija nogalina. Vakcinējies bez maksas” [Diphtheria kills. Vaccinate free of charge] – the brochure contains information regarding infectious diseases, against which vaccination is required, as well as a vaccination calendar of children.

 
Table 4. Immunisation Level of Children at 24 Months of Age (%) in Latvia in Year 2006
	 

	2004

	2005

	2006


	Poliomyelitis

	94.7%

	95.4%

	97.8%


	Diphtheria, tetanus

	95.4%

	95.6%

	97.8%


	Measles

	95.2%

	95.0%

	98.6%


	Rubella

	95.2%

	95.0%

	98.6%


	Mumps

	95.2%

	95.0%

	98.6%



	


Source: data of the MoH.

 

2.2. Children’s Health 
2.2.1. Indicators of Children’s Condition of Health
 
The health condition of newborn infants continued to improve in 2006 (see Sub-chapter 2.1.1). But the health condition of children from 3 to 14 years of age deteriorated. In 2006 the proportion of practically healthy (Health Group I) children reduced in this age group (-0.3%; in total – 56.7%) and the proportion of children in the Health Group II (children with the risk of development of chronic illnesses) increased (+0.3; in total – 39.1%). 

The proportion of practically healthy children continued to increase in the age group of children from 15 to 17 years of age in comparison with 2005 (+0.2%; in total – 59.3%). Concurrently the proportion of children in Health Group II decreased (0.2%; in total – 36.7) (see Table 5).

 
Table 5. Health Condition of Children (%)

	
	Distribution in health groups

	
	 Group 1
	 Group 2
	 Group 3



	
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	2006
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	2006
	1995
	2000
	2004
	 2005
	2006



	Examined children 3-14 years of age
	57.1
	55.9
	56.7
	57.0
	56.7
	37.9
	39.7
	39.1
	38.8
	39.1
	5.0
	4.4
	4.2
	4.2
	4.2

	pre-school age children
	57.3
	56.7
	57.7
	58.4
	58.2
	39.0
	39.7
	38.7
	37.9
	38.1
	3.7
	3.6
	3.6
	3.7
	3.7

	first grade pupils
	60.3
	57.3
	57.2
	57.2
	56.2
	35.8
	39.0
	38.9
	38.8
	39.8
	3.9
	3.7
	3.9
	4.0
	4.0

	other pupils up to 14 years of age
	56.6
	55.6
	56.6
	56.6
	56.3
	37.6
	39.8
	39.3
	39.2
	39.6
	5.8
	4.6
	4.1
	4.2
	4.1

	Children 15-17 years of age examined 
	58.8
	58.3
	59.2
	59.1
	59.3
	35.2
	36.8
	36.8
	36.9
	36.7
	6.0
	4.9
	4.0
	4.0
	4.0


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 

In 2006 the number of health disorders detected for both school age and pre-school age children during prophylactic examinations of children increased. 

An increase of poor hearing was observed in pre-school age and school age children up to 14 years of age, except for first grade pupils and children from 15 to 17 years of age. 

The number of children in whom scoliosis was detected continued to increase, respectively – 33.8% from 1 000 examined children in the age group 3-14 years of age (in 2005 – 33.5%) and 55.1% from 1 000 examined children in the age group 15-17 years of age (in 2005 – 49.9 %). 

In 2006 the proportion of sight disorders detected during prophylactic examinations with children from three to 14 years of age, first grade pupils, as well as children from 15 to 17 years of age also increased. The number of other cases of posture disturbances for school age children (except first grade pupils) and children from 15 to 17 years of age increased (see Table 6).

 

	Table 6. Prophylactic Examinations of Children in Latvia (from 1 000 Examined Children of Appropriate Age)

	 

	Reduced eyesight

 
	Reduced hearing

 

		1995

	2000

	2004

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2000

	2004

	2005

	2006


	From 1 000 children examined

(3 -14 years of age)

	72.8

	81.7

	96.6

	98.3

	97.4

	2.1

	2.8

	4.0

	4.1

	4.6


	including:

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


	to pre-school age children

	34.5

	44.8

	63.2

	58.4

	55.9

	1.5

	2.7

	4.2

	4.2

	4.4


	to first grade pupils

	76.0

	101.3

	108.9

	102.1

	104.2

	3.0

	3.6

	4.0

	5.0

	4.2


	to other pupils up to 14 years of age

	101.1

	99.4

	109.3

	116.5

	118.2

	2.2

	2.5

	3.6

	3.6

	4.6


	From 1 000 children examined (15-17 years of age)

	110.8

	119.7

	111.1

	110.6

	117.0

	2.3

	3.0

	3.1

	2.8

	3.6



	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

	Table 6 (continuation)
 

	 

	Language disturbances

 
	Scoliosis

 
	Other bearing disturbances

 

		1995

	2000

	2004

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2000

	2004

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2000

	2004

	2005

	2006


	From 1000 children examined (3-14 years of age)

	32.2

	35.0

	37.1

	41.0

	39.6

	5.9

	16.9

	30.5

	33.5

	33.8

	90.5

	114.5

	131.6

	132.5

	130.8


	including:

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


	to pre-school age children

	41.9

	58.9

	78.0

	82.0

	76.3

	1.7

	4.3

	6.5

	6.3

	7.0

	44.3

	70.9

	78.1

	77.3

	73.7


	to first grade pupils

	67.8

	81.0

	73.0

	73.8

	66.0

	6.1

	15.9

	24.5

	23.7

	22.3

	105.4

	143.0

	162.8

	154.5

	153.9


	to other pupils up to 14 years of age

	18.6

	15.3

	14.3

	16.4

	15.5

	8.9

	23.7

	40.9

	47.1

	48.9

	122.9

	134.4

	150.7

	155.9

	157.8


	From 1000 children examined (15-17 years of age)

	5.6

	4.9

	6.7

	6.3

	5.8

	11.2

	38.6

	49.5

	49.9

	55.1

	76.2

	101.0

	112.8

	113.4

	131.8


	Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 


																	

	


 

2.2.2. Morbidity of Children
In 2006 morbidity with chickenpox (+613), Lyme disease (+12), tuberculosis (+6), gonorrhoea (+15), whooping cough (+7) increased in comparison with 2005 (see Table 7).

In 2006 morbidity with scarlet fever (-442), syphilis (-9), rubella (-20), diphtheria (-3), viral hepatitis (-58), scabies (-48), malignant neoplasms (-5), mental illnesses (-30) reduced in comparison with 2005 (see Table 7).

 

Table 7. Morbidity of Children (0-17) with Individual Diseases in Latvia in the Years 2003- 2005

	 
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Chickenpox
	6787
	9087
	6050
	6663

	Rubella
	218
	46
	31
	11

	Scarlet fever
	457
	768
	1014
	572

	Tuberculosis
	139
	140
	87
	93

	Syphilis
	35
	36
	17
	8

	Gonorrhoea
	33
	17
	23
	38

	Diphtheria
	9
	5
	8
	5

	Whooping cough
	99
	40
	21
	28

	Tick-born encephalitis
	48
	20
	17
	17

	Lyme disease
	61
	71
	58
	70

	Viral hepatitis
	72
	86
	120
	62

	Scabies
	320
	325
	406
	358

	Malignant neoplasms
	47
	59
	43
	38

	Mental illnesses
	1917
	2166
	1867
	1837


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 

2.2.3. HIV/AIDS Infected Children
 

According to the information provided by the MoH, cases of HIV infection in the age group up to 17 years of age increased twofold in comparison with 2005 (5 cases). There were 10 cases of HIV infection in the referred to age group. Proportion of cases of HIV infection in the age group up to 17 years of age in 2005 and 2006 formed 3.3% and 1.7% respectively from the annually registered HIV cases (in total 299 cases registered in 2005, 300 cases – in 2006). 

In all 5 of the children infected in 2006 were girls and 5 were boys (see Table 8).

 

Table 8. Distribution of Cases of HIV Infection According to Gender and Age
	 

Age group

	2004

	2005

	2006


		female

	male

	female

	male

	female
	male


	0-12 months

	1

	0

	0

	1

	1

	1


	1 – 9 

	1

	1

	1

	0

	2

	1


	10 – 14 

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0


	15 – 17

	8

	1

	3

	0

	2

	3


	18 – 49 

	100

	192

	94

	186

	103

	171


	>=50

	4

	13

	7

	7

	6

	7


	Age not known

	1

	1

	0

	0

	0

	3


	Total

	115

	208

	105

	194

	114

	186



	


Source: the MoH.

 

In 2006 the number of cases of vertical HIV transmission (from an HIV infected mother to a child) increased by more than two times (5 cases) in comparison with the preceding year (2 cases).

In order to the reduce the possibility of transmitting HIV from a mother to a child, an examination for determination of HIV infection was carried out to pregnant women and, where appropriate, preventive anti-retroviral therapy was provided. 

In 2006 179 HIV infected pregnant women
 had been registered with the Infectology Centre of Latvia and they received anti-retroviral therapy
. 

2.2.4. Health Care in Hospitals
 

In 2006 health care provided in hospitals to children up to 14 years of age and children from 15 to 17 years of age was mostly related to the medical treatment of diseases of the respiratory tract system (35.0% of children up to 14 years of age and 19.1% of children from the number of hospitalised children) (see Table 9).

Injuries, poisoning and other consequences of external cause (17.6%) were the second most frequent reason for the medical treatment of children from 15 to 17 years of age in hospitals, but infections and parasitic diseases (13.0%) were the second most frequent reason for the medical treatment of children up to 14 years of age in hospitals (see Table 9).

A significant number of children was medically treated in relation to digestive system diseases (9.2% of children up to 14 years of age and 12.1% of children from 15 to 17 years of age), and health care provided in hospitals to 3.8% of children up to 14 years of age and 8.8% of children from 15 to 17 years of age was related to mental and behavioural disorders (see Table 9).

 

Table 9. Distribution of the Number of Children Medically Treated (Discharged) in Hospitals
According to Disease and Age Groups
	Disease groups
	0-14 years

	15-17 years


		1995

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006


	All diseases – in total
	85015
	70533
	69312
	70081
	69699
	14321
	16846
	16669
	16493
	16561

	 including:

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


	Infectious and parasitic diseases
	7460

	7626

	6991

	7347

	9059

	876

	810

	746

	728

	921


	Tumours
	818

	950

	956

	918

	949

	237

	413

	339

	410

	350


	Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases
	972

	740

	698

	656

	650

	344

	269

	286

	249

	248


	Mental and behavioural disorders
	3572

	2488

	2556

	2544

	2668

	745

	1393

	1420

	1533

	1457


	Nervous system and sense organ diseases
	6127

	3388

	3363

	3386

	3481

	673

	727

	742

	717

	787


	Respiratory system diseases
	28973

	23836

	24441

	25765

	24407

	2252

	3199

	3297

	3271

	3162


	Digestive system diseases
	10413

	7245

	6861

	6652

	6474

	2156

	2227

	2205

	2055

	1999


	Pregnancy, childbirth and the puerperium
	27

	21

	13

	16

	24

	1941

	1110

	1247

	1244

	1250


	Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period
	6401

	7533

	7024

	7117

	6654

	1

	-

	1

	10

	8


	Congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal abnormalities

	2812

	2600

	2429

	2221

	2209

	191

	480

	311

	264

	271


	Injuries, poisoning and effects of other external causes
	8039

	7112

	7117

	6765

	6552

	2246

	2957

	2723

	2900

	2912


	Diseases of the blood and blood forming organs, and certain disorders involving the immune mechanisms
	921

	308

	276

	337

	225

	98

	76

	56

	91

	64


	Diseases of the circulatory system
	601

	591

	589

	629

	568

	171

	217

	261

	247

	242


	Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissues
	2777

	1863

	1744

	1801

	1778

	565

	740

	658

	712

	704


	Diseases of the musculo-skeletal system and connective tissue
	1657

	1521

	1685

	1400

	1438

	524

	1028

	1105

	969

	1061


	Diseases of the urogenital system
	3398

	2469

	2296

	2237

	2299

	1291

	1133

	1212

	1040

	1063


	Symptoms, signs, abnormal clinical and laboratory findings
	47

	242

	273

	290

	264

	10

	67

	60

	53

	62



	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 
The average duration of medical treatment of children in a hospital slightly decreased in 2006 – from 7.3 days in 2005 to 6.9 days in 2006.

Restriction of availability of health care services to children to whom a temporary residence permit has been granted should be mentioned as a negative tendency. By amendments of 8 June 2006 to the Medical Treatment Law, Section 17 thereof was expressed in a new version, in the result of which the assistance guaranteed by the State is not guaranteed to all children residing in Latvia, but only to persons listed in the referred to Section. Thus pursuant to the new version of Section 17 of the Medical Treatment Law children who reside in the territory of the Republic of Latvia with temporary residence permits cannot anymore receive the assistance guaranteed by the State. Such children may receive health care services in Latvia for a charge. 

 
2.2.5. Abortions
 
The number of artificial abortions in Latvia has a tendency to decrease; however, they are still common. Thus, 11 825 artificial abortions were performed in 2006, which is 960 abortions less than in 2005 (in 2005 – 12 785, in 2000 – 17 240, in 1995 – 25 933) (see Table 10).

In 2006 the number of abortions in the age group from 15-17 years of age decreased to 345 (-29) in comparison with 2005. The number of abortions for girls in the age group up to 14 years of age remained almost unchanged – 10 cases (in 2005 – 11 cases) (see Table 10). 

 
Table 10. Number of Abortions to Minors 
	 
	Sum total

 
	including according to age groups

 

			up to 14 years of age
	from 15-17 years of age

		1995

	2000

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2000

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2000

	2005

	2006


	Total number of abortions
	31324

	22201

	17338

	16281

	20

	10

	11

	13

	805

	585

	501

	467


	including artificial
	25933

	17240

	12785

	11825

	17

	7

	11

	10

	634

	470

	374

	345


	Terminated (interrupted) 1st pregnancy
	2868

	2372

	2181

	1963

	20

	9

	9

	6

	536

	401

	373

	316


															

	


Source: CSB data.

 

2.2.6. Child Mortality
 
In comparison with 1995 the mortality of children and young persons (from 0 to 19 years of age)
 decreased significantly in 2006 from 880 to 364 cases. 

External causes
 took a significant place in the structure of mortality causes of children and young persons, especially from 15-19 years of age, and formed the largest part of all death cases.

In analysing the mortality of children due to external causes, it was detected that at large the mortality of children from external causes decreased. In 2006 external causes were the reason of death of 120 children, which were 23 cases less than in 2005 (143 cases). 

However, in comparing Latvia with other European Union Member States, the situation in Latvia in the field of mortality of children and young persons caused by external causes is to be judged as very negative
: standardised mortality due to external causes in the age group from 0 to 4 years of age in Latvia is almost four time higher than the average mortality in the EU, and in the age group from 5-19 years of age – two times higher. Pursuant to these indicators Latvia, similarly as Lithuania, Estonia, Bulgaria and Romania ranks as one of the first among EU Member States according to mortality from external causes. 

From all the death cases of children from external causes determined in 2006, 46 were road traffic accidents (in 2005 – 42) (+4), 24 were drowning accidents (in 2005 – 28) (-4), and in 5 cases (in 2005 – 8) the death of children resulted from the influence of smoke, fire and flames (-3) (see Table 11). 

Concurrently it should be noted that in the age group from 15 to 19 years of age the mortality in road traffic accidents and mortality related to the exposure to smoke, fire and flames increased, in the age group from 5 to 14 years of age the number of death cases, the reason of which was violence, increased, and in the age group from 0 to 4 years of age the number of drowned children increased (see Table 11).

Table 11. Mortality by Causes of Death in Different Age Groups
	 

	Age groups (years)


		0-4

	5-14

	15-19


		1995

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2005

	2006


	Deceased persons, including according to causes of death

	503

	204

	202

	180

	70

	60

	197

	103

	102


	Neoplasms

	19

	2

	4

	20

	11

	5

	15

	8

	10


	nervous system diseases

	8

	5

	3

	6

	7

	8

	3

	9

	5


	respiratory system diseases

	26

	8

	6

	8

	2

	1

	1

	2

	3


	external causes of death

	67

	35

	24
	118

	36

	31
	159

	72

	65

	accidents involving transport

	4

	2

	2

	38

	12

	11

	67

	28

	33


	drowning

	17

	8

	10

	43

	12

	9

	19

	8

	5


	exposure to influence of smoke, fire and flames

	15

	7

	3

	6

	-

	-

	4

	1

	2


	violence

	3

	5

	-

	2

	-

	4

	19

	6

	-



	


Source: CSB data.

 2.2.6.1. Infant Mortality
 

Infant mortality is one of the indicators, which provides a view regarding the general condition of health of residents, characterises pre- and postnatal health care, as well as social situation in the State. 

In 2006 in comparison with 2005 the infant mortality in absolute numbers slightly increased – 170 infants died (in 2005 – 168) (see Table 12). 

In 2006 the number of infants deceased from 28 days to 1 year of age increased from 47 to 66 cases in comparison with 2005, concurrently the mortality of less than a day old infants increased (23 infants died in 2006, and 17 infants died in 2005) (see Table 12). 

At the same time the mortality of infants during the first month decreased, and it was related to the modernisation of technologies, which are related to ensuring of childbirth assistance, as well as the improvement of the quality of mother’s and child care. 

In total the indicators of infant mortality in 2006 slightly improved in comparison with 2005 – 7.6 infants died per 1 000 live born infants in 2006, and 7.8 infants died in 2005 (see Table 12).

	Table 12. Infant Mortality in Latvia in Absolute Numbers

	 

	1995

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006


	0 days

	40

	17

	20

	17

	23


	1-6 days

	141

	70

	55

	64

	57


	7-27 days

	93

	33

	41

	40

	24


	28 days – 1 year

	133

	78

	75

	47

	66


	Total
	407
	198
	191
	168
	170

	Per 1000 live born
	 
18.8
	 9.4
	 
9.4
	 
7.8
	 
7.6


	


Source: CSB data.

Concurrently it should be noted that in accordance with the information provided by the HSMTSA the perinatal mortality of children increased (the number of stillborn children and children who have died until the 7th day of life per 1000 live and stillborn children), which was 10.4% in 2006 and 9.9% – in 2005. 

In 2006 the death cause of infants had also been the result of external cause – 7 cases (in 2005 – 15 cases). This indicator has decreased by three times in comparison with 1995 (see Table 13).

Table 13. Causes of Death of Children up to 1 Year of Age in the Main Disease Groups in Latvia (Number of Children Deceased in the First Year of Life)

	Causes of death of the children
	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	 Infectious and parasitic diseases
	19
	8
	5
	5
	4

	 Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period
	 208
	81
	90
	78
	81

	 Congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal abnormalities
	 110
	 

53
	 

50
	 

41
	43

	 Causes of death resulting from consequences of external cause
	23
	11
	11
	15
	7

	Of which:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Accidents involving transport
	2
	1
	-
	1
	-

	 In the result of smoke, fire and flames
	2
	3
	-
	2
	-

	 In the result of threat to respiratory tract system
	8
	1
	5
	5
	3

	 Violence
	1
	2
	2
	4
	-

	 Other reasons
	10
	4
	4
	3
	4

	 Other causes (for example, neoplasms, diseases of the blood and blood forming organs, certain disorders involving the immune mechanisms, endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases, diseases of the nervous and respiratory system, diseases of the circulatory system, non-classified symptoms, different signs and anomalies in clinical and laboratory studies)
	47
	45
	35
	29
	11


Source: CSB data.

2.2.7. Road Traffic Accidents
 
In 2006 the total number of road traffic accidents involving victims – 4 302 (-164) – continued to decrease, however, it was still higher than the number of road traffic accidents in 1995 (+246; in total – 4 056 road traffic accidents) (see Table 14).

The total number of persons who perished in 2006 decreased (from 442 perished persons in 2005 to 407 perished persons in 2006) (see Table 14).

In 2006 12 children up to 14 years of age
 perished in road traffic accidents (in 2005 – 12, in 2004 – 6) (see Table 14).

The number of children injured up to 14 years of age decreased in 2006 in comparison with 2005 (-17) (in 2006 – 559, in 2005 – 576, in 2004 – 649) (see Table 14).

Table 14. Road Traffic Accidents
	 

	1995

	2000

	2004

	2005

	2006


	Number of road traffic accidents

	4056

	4482

	5081

	4466

	4302


	Number of people perished in road traffic accidents

	611

	588

	516

 

	442

	407


	From them children up to 14 years of age

	32

	16

	6

	12

	12


	Number of people injured in road traffic accidents

	4903

	5449

	6416

	5600

	5404


	From them children up to 14 years of age

	562

	585

	649

	576

	559


							

	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

According to the information provided in the PHA report “Traumatism and External Death Causes of Children and Youth”, the status of road traffic participant of the most part of the injured children and youth was passengers (46%) and pedestrians (39%). Taking into account the abovementioned, particular attention should be paid to this group of traffic participants in guaranteeing safety, educating and promoting correct behaviour.

In evaluating the dynamics, it was concluded that during preceding years the number of the injured children and youth who drove a vehicle at the time of accident or even a car, although they did not have a driving licence at this age, has increased. It indicates the irresponsibility of both the youth and adults to whom these vehicles belong.

In analysing the number of injured children up to 14 years of age, it was determined that on the whole children from 10-14 years of age most frequently suffer in road traffic accidents, and children up to 6 years of age suffer injuries the least (see Table 15)
.

One of the reasons that the number of injured and perished children increased upon growing older is that a child is no longer under parental supervision upon beginning independent going to school, and a comparatively large number of children is injured in road traffic accidents as pedestrians. As the age of children increases, the proportion of pupils who use safety measures – reflectors, safety belts, bicycle helmets – reduces.

Individual activities take place in the field of prevention of road traffic accidents, for example, campaigns related to fastening of seat belts for reduction of persons injured in road traffic accidents. However, if the referred to measures are not continued and are not comprehensive and regular, the effect thereof shall only be temporary.

Table 15. Distribution of Children Perished and Injured in Road Traffic Accidents

(up to 14 Years of Age) According to Status of a Road Traffic Participant
	 
	1995

	2003

	 2004

	 2005

	2006


	Number of children perished in road traffic accidents
	32

	16

	6

	12

	12


	 Pedestrians

	16

	4

	3

	2

	4


	 Passengers

	15

	7

	2

	8

	4


	 mopedists, cyclists

	1

	5

	1

	2

	3


	 drivers

	-

	 
	 
	-

	1


	Number of children injured in road traffic accidents
	562

	743

	 649

	576

	559


	 Pedestrians

	300

	379

	 303

	258

	255


	 Passengers

	195

	260

	 260

	237

	236


	 Mopedists, cyclists

	57

	88

	81

	77

	63


	 drivers

	6

	16

	5

	4

	5



	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

2.2.8. Child Traumatism
 

Traumatism is one of the most significant public health problems at the age of children and youth – traumatism causes great losses, including also costs in order to combat the consequences caused by traumatism – the loss of working ability and productivity, disability, expenses related to health care and rehabilitation.

It should be taken into account that unlike other causes related to bad health or premature death in most of the cases traumas may be prevented by making the environment, in which we live, as well as products and services that we use safer.

Taking into account that mortality due to external causes in Latvia is very high (see Sub-chapter 2.2.6), it testifies that the level of traumatism (without causing mortality) is also high in Latvia. Traumatism of small children who suffer in different accidents – falling, drowning, choking, getting burnt and drinking chemically harmful liquid – should be specifically noted.

In 2006 in all 9464 children up to 17 years of age (6552 children up to 14 years of age and 2912 children from 15 to 17 years of age) having consequences of injuries, poisoning and external exposure of another type were treated in hospitals, which was 201 children less than in 2005 when 9665 children (6765 children up to 14 years of age and 2900 children from 15 to 17 years of age) were treated in hospitals. 

In analysing the structure of traumas according to the type of injury in the age group from 0 to 19 years of age, it is evident that approximately one third (31.5%) is formed by different bruises, a little bit less (27%) are open wounds, 17.9% – fractures, 9.2% – sprains. Each of the other types of traumas (brain concussion, scalds, burns, effect of foreign object when it enters through natural openings of the body, scratches, and dislocations) form a smaller proportion (see Table 16).

The structure of trauma types is different in different ages. For example, from traumas in the age group from 0-4 and 5-9 years of age the largest proportion (40%) are open wounds, bruising and haematomas – approximately 25%. Burns and scalds take third place for small children (0-4 years of age) – 12%, but in the age group from 5-9 years of age they are fractures (19%) (see Table 16).

 

Table 16. Structure of Trauma Types Suffered in 2006 in Distribution According to Age Groups (in Percentage)
	Age (years)
	Type of trauma (in 1st place)
	Type of trauma (in 2nd place)
	Type of trauma (in 3rd place)

	0-4

	open wound – 39%
	bruising, haematomas – 26%
	burns, scalds – 12%

	5-9

	open wound – 40%
	bruising, haematomas – 25%
	fractures – 19%

	10-14

	bruising, haematomas – 35%
	fractures – 25%
	open wound – 23%

	15-19

	bruising, haematomas – 32%
	open wound – 24%
	fractures – 16%

	Source: data of the HSMTSA.



	


 

However, the distribution of traumas according to the location of the event demonstrates that most frequently the children and youth (from 0-19 years of age) suffer traumas at home – 42%, which is different from the main location of suffering traumas in the case of mortality (in a road traffic accident) (see Table 17).

In case of traumas that are not lethal the transport zone (publicly available motor highways, streets or roads) is the second most frequent – 18.2% – location, which, however, is presented as being approximately twice as rare as at home. Then follows the zone of sport and physical exercise – 10%, school – 7% and other locations (see Table 17).

 

Table 17. Structure of Locations of Suffering Traumas in the Age from 0-19 Years of Age in 2006 (in Percentage)
	Location of Suffering Traumas
	Proportion of Suffering Traumas in the Respective Location

	Home
	42.1%


	Transport zone
	18.2%


	Zone of sport and physical exercise
	9.6%


	School
	6.9%


	Other locations (recreational zone, open air, working place etc.)
	13.8%


	Non-specified location
	9.4%


	Source: data of the HSMTSA.



	


In analysing the location of suffering traumas for each age group individually, it may be determined that the main location of suffering traumas for small children (aged from 0-4 years of age) is at home with a much higher proportion (79%). However, upon increase of age, the proportion of the home as the location of suffering traumas reduces – the transport zone and school has a higher proportion. Suffering traumas in the age group from 15 to 19 years of age in schools exceeds the sport’s zone (see Table 17).

Indicators of traumatism testify that the reasons thereof are different – an environment, which is unsafe to children, insufficient parental responsibility (both in relation to baby-sitting and not ensuring a corresponding environment at home), lack of information, insufficient responsibility of school-aged children and youth regarding their actions.

2.2.9. Children and Young People Having Addiction Problems
 

Children are one of the risk groups in the usage of psychoactive substances because they try something "new" (impressions, experience, search for identity) at a minor age for the purpose of "accumulation of life experience" or under the peer group pressure, but unfortunately it does not always have positive consequences. 

Frequently alcohol and tobacco usage begins in a family where some of the family members uses alcohol or tobacco. The wish of the children to use psychoactive substances is related to the wish to improve mood, to facilitate communication, frequently it is caused by curiosity, a wish to become an adult sooner. Usage of addictive substances is frequently commenced if a child is not occupied according to his or her age in out-of-school activities, hobby groups, as well as insufficient attention to joint family activities is paid in the family. In the result the child spends his or her free time outside school and study time without the development of advanced interests and most frequently the time is being spent with friends on the street. The street is the place where children meet new friends, try to establish contacts and use addictive substances for the first time or repeatedly under the influence of older youth. 

Pursuant to the information provided by the PHA to the RNPASUL at the end of 2006 there were 1025 minors (from 0 to 17 years) with problems caused by the usage of alcohol, narcotic and other psychoactive substances (33% of them – girls), which is almost as much as in 2005 (1 026) and more than in 2004 (945) and 2003 (965).

At the end of 2006 the total number of children addicted to narcotic and psychotropic substances, with intoxication or excessive use registered in the register of addicts was 318 (at the end of 2005 – 307), from whom 44 had been diagnosed with addiction, but 274 – with intoxication or harmful excessive use of narcotic and psychotropic substances (in comparison – in 2005 altogether 54 children were diagnosed with addiction, but 307 – with intoxication or harmful excessive use of narcotic and psychotropic substances) (see Figure 1). 

In 2006 of children up to 17 years of age who had a problem of using narcotic and psychotropic substances 125 were registered with the RNPASUL for the first time, which was 15 cases less than in 2005 (140 cases). From them 8 (-2) children were diagnosed with addiction and 117 (-13) children were diagnosed with intoxication or harmful use of narcotic and psychotropic substances.

Analysing the young persons registered with the RNPASUL for the first time in 2006 by age groups, it is apparent that the majority (80% or 100) is children who are 15-17 years of age (in 2005 respectively – 78.6%, however in 2004 – 74.3%).

In 2006 there was one child registered for the first time in the age group up to 14 years of age who had an addiction to narcotic and psychotropic substances – addiction to evaporating organic solvents (inhalants) – and 24 children to whom intoxication or harmful excessive use of narcotic and psychotropic substances was detected. 

The use of several narcotic and psychotropic substances among minors increased. In 2006 the RNPASUL also had children with usage and intoxication of several psychoactive substances – 128 (increase by 12%), as well as with addiction to several psychoactive substances – 9 (increase by 0.9%).

At the end of the year there were children from 8-17 years of age at the RNPASUL with usage or addiction to psychoactive substances, of those 34% were 17 years of age, 30% – 16 years of age, 18% – 15 years of age, 12% – 14 years of age and 6% were from 8-13 years of age. The youngest registered patient was 8 years old (the youngest registered patient in 2005 was 9 years old).

Figure 1. NUMBER OF CHILDREN REGISTERED IN THE REGISTER AT THE END OF THE YEAR
division according to diagnoses
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	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
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	Usage of alcohol or intoxication
	423
	394
	345
	315
	432
	488
	501
	658
	691

	
	Addiction to alcohol
	19
	22
	15
	16
	21
	14
	13
	7
	16

	
	Usage of narcotic and psychotropic substances or intoxication 
	536
	582
	461
	438
	385
	371
	361
	307
	274

	
	Addiction to narcotic and psychotropic substances
	162
	241
	289
	239
	142
	92
	70
	54
	44


Source: RCPAD.

 

The number of children who use alcohol has increased quite steadily during the last six years. In comparison with the number of children at the RNPASUL in the preceding year, the number of the children who have been diagnosed with usage or intoxication with alcohol had increased by 5%; this number has increased by 120% – more than twice – since 2001. The number of children who have been diagnosed with addiction to alcohol has doubled (130% increase).

The tendencies of the last years in the field of availability and usage of alcoholic beverages (purchasing capacity increased, entertainment possibilities related to usage of alcohol increased) have been unfavourable to children because the availability and demand of alcohol among youth increased
.

Statistical information of the last years as regards addiction field testifies that children use alcohol more frequently. At the end of 2005 the number of children registered in relation to excessive use of alcohol was 33 more (in total – 691 children) than in 2005 (658 children) and 2004 (501 child).  

There were 8 young persons up to 17 years of age (in 2005 – 5) registered with a diagnosis of addiction to alcohol for the first time in 2005. There were 448 minors registered for the first time with acute intoxication or excessive use of alcohol in 2006, i.e. 4% more than in 2005 (430 minors).

Precise information regarding the use of tobacco products among minors as regards 2006 is not available. However, in analysing the data of different researches regarding smoking among children, it may be concluded that the use of tobacco products among minors is common because approximately 1/3 minors use them, and this number has a tendency to grow.

The problem of addiction to gambling, as well as computer games or new technologies, which is particularly characteristic to children, is still being popularised in the State.

There have not been wide surveys or researches regarding infatuation with gambling (computer games) and the spread of addiction to gambling in society in Latvia.

However, data regarding the spread of gambling (computer games) collected elsewhere in the world, for example, in Canada, USA, Sweden and Norway, testify that gambling (computer games) is widely spread and addiction to gambling (computer games) is a serious problem both among adults and youth.

According to the data of the RCPAD in total 96 patients had undergone treatment from addiction to gambling or computer games both in outpatient institutions, as well in other narcological inpatient institutions of Latvia (in 2005 – 103 patients; reduction by 7%), including also 33 minors (in 2005 – 43 patients; reduction by 23%). 

The largest number of patients was in the age group from 25 to 44 years of age (39), as well as children from 15 to 17 years of age (18) and there were also 15 patients with a diagnosis of addiction to gambling or computer games in the age group from 11-14 years of age. All these patients were males. 

However, it should be noted that these indicators do not characterise the spread and tendencies of addiction to gambling or computer games in the State at large because patients turn for help not only to narcologists (from whom information has been aggregated hitherto), but also to psychiatrists, psychotherapists or psychologists (who have not been specified a duty to provide statistical data regarding patients with a diagnosis of addiction to computer games). So at present it is not possible to obtain complete statistical data
 regarding addiction to gambling (computer games).

2.3. Most Significant Tendencies Characterising Children’s Condition of Health
 
The frequency of morbidity of newborn infants continued to decrease.

Perinatal mortality of children increased in absolute numbers (number of stillborn children or children who died in the period of time from 0 to 6th day of life) – 234 cases were detected in 2006, which are 21 cases more than in 2005.

The proportion of breastfed children increased. In the time period from 2000 to 2006 the proportion of breastfed children up to 1 year of age has increased from 9% to 18% and for children up to 6 months of age from 29% to 46%. However, these indicators are still considered low.

The health condition of newborn infants improved and in comparison with 2005 the number of practically healthy children increased (+2.6%; in total – 55.9%), also the proportion of practically healthy children in the age group from 15 to 17 years of age increased (+0.2%; in total - 59.3%).

The health condition of children aged from 3 to 14 years of age deteriorated in comparison with 2005, the proportion of practically healthy (Health Group I) children decreased (-0.3%; in total – 56.7%).

The number of health disorders detected during prophylactic examinations of children increased both to school age and pre-school age children – an increase of the number of both pre-school age and school age children up to 14 years of age (except first grade pupils) and children from 15-17 years of age with poor hearing has been observed, the number of children to whom scoliosis has been detected increased; also the proportion of sight disorders detected during prophylactic examinations to school age children from 3 to 14 years of age, as well to children from 15 to 17 years of age increased, the number of school age children (except first grade pupils) to whom other posture disturbances have been detected increased.

In 2006 similarly as in 2005 health care provided in hospitals to children up to 14 years of age and children from 15 to 17 years of age was most frequently related to medical treatment of diseases of the respiratory tract system [35.0% or 24 407 children up to 14 years of age and 19.1% or 3 162 children from 15 to 17 years of age from the number of hospitalised children].

Injuries, poisoning and other consequences of external cause (17.6% or 2 912 children) were the second most frequent reason for medical treatment of children from 15 to 17 years of age in hospitals, but infections and parasitic diseases (13.0% or 9 059 children) were the second most frequent reason for the medical treatment of children up to 14 years of age in hospitals.

A significant number of children were treated in relation to digestive system diseases (9.2% or 6 474 children from 0-14 years of age and 12.1% or 1 999 children from 17 to 17 years of age).

The total number of artificial abortions decreased, however, they are still common – in 2006 altogether 11 825 artificial abortions were carried out, which is 960 abortions less than in 2005, concurrently the number of artificial abortions in the age group from 15-17 years of age decreased [the number of artificial abortions in 2005 – 374, in 2006 – 345 (-29)].

In all 571 children up to 14 years of age were injured in road traffic accidents (17 children less than in 2005 when 588 children were injured in accidents); in total it is still a statistically large indicator.

The mortality of children due to external causes decreased – in 2006 external causes were the reason of death of 120 children, which was 23 cases less than in 2005 (143 cases). However, the mortality of children due to external causes is still too high, and it would be necessary to reduce it significantly.

In comparison with 2005, the number of children up to 17 years of age who have been treated in hospitals from the consequences of injuries, poisoning and other consequences of external cause reduced (in 2006 – 9464 (-201), in 2005 – 9665). In total the level of child traumatism in 2006 is judged as high. 

Altogether 1025 minors from 0 to 17 years of age were registered with the RNPASUL with problems caused by the usage of alcohol, narcotic and other psychoactive substances at the end of 2006 (1026 minors were registered in 2005).

The number of children having addiction to several substances continued to increase. In 2006 the RNPASUL had 128 children with usage and intoxication of several psychoactive substances (in comparison with 2005 increase by 12%), as well as 9 children with addiction to several psychoactive substances (in comparison with 2005 increase for 0.9%). 

The number of cases of intoxication and usage of alcohol among children increased.

In comparison with 2005 and the preceding years the availability of health care to children who live in Latvia and who have been granted a temporary residence permit deteriorated.

 
3. Rights of the Child to Welfare
 

 Each child must be ensured with such a standard of living, which conforms to the child’s physical, intellectual, mental, moral and social development. Good living conditions promote togetherness of a family, social justice and strengthen the sense of belonging, safety and human unity, which is essential to the welfare of a child. The support and assistance provided by the State is essential in the provision of the living conditions necessary for the development of children, particularly in relation to the provision of food, clothing and housing. The quality of life of families with children, economic activity of minors and youth, the measures performed for the promotion of youth employment, as well as the tendencies of availability of State allowances to families with children, provision of children with means of support, social assistance of local governments and availability of housing is dealt with in this Chapter.

3.1. Quality of Life of Families with Children
 

Quality of life includes material welfare, employment, health and social security, education and housing, as well as relationship in a family and social inclusion processes. One of the most essential aspects is material welfare, which is characterised by the level of income and household expenditure.

Household consumption expenditure in 2006 testifies that the preceding year is characterised by a rapid increase of income of residents: net working payment in the national economy increased by 23%, pensions disbursed by the State Social Insurance Agency – by 18%, the amount of consumption credits dispensed by banks increased rapidly. These processes have also influenced household consumption expenditure.

In analysing households of different demographic groups by the income at the disposal thereof, it may be concluded that the lowest income during several years remains to two household types, which are also households the most subject to the risk of social exclusion – the households, in which a child is raised by a single parent, as well as families with three and more children. 

Household consumption expenditure in 2006, in calculating on average per one member of household, reached LVL 155, which was 21% more than in 2005.

The main priority of consumption in households is still undeniably expenditure for food (28% of all consumption expenditure), the proportion of which has a tendency to decrease each year. Expenditure related to transport (13%) and housing (12%) reach a significant proportion. In total the average expenditure in all households for food, maintenance of housing and payments for public utility services, transport, as well as purchase of clothing and footwear formed 61% from all consumption expenditure (see Figure 2).

Figure 2. Structure of Household Consumption Expenditure (in percentage)
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Source: CSB data.
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Very often the interest and presence of parents in the life of a child is more important than the material provision. Employed parents spend less and less time together with their children. If in 1996 men spent 1.19 hours per week and women – 3 hours in direct contact with the child, then in 2003 respectively men devoted 0.40 hours and women – 2.32 hours to their children.

 

3.2. Economic Activity of Minors and Youth
 

In 2006 1087.6 thousand people (60.1% from the total number of residents in the age from 15 to 74 years of age) were employed in the State. In comparison with the preceding year, both the number of employed residents (in 2005 it was 1035.9 thousand people) and the proportion of employed persons in the total number of residents (in 2005 this indicator was 57.1%) increased in 2006.

At the beginning of 2006 360 600 residents in Latvia were in the age from 15 to 24 years of age and the number thereof increased by 1 thousand in comparison with 2005. 

There were 213 000 or 59.1% from 15 to 24 years old young people from the total number of young people in 2006 who were economically inactive, and it is 5.3% less than in 2005 (225 000 persons). This number forms one third (33.2%) from all economically inactive residents of State. The high level of inactivity in this age group should be evaluated positively because it testifies regarding involvement of youth in the educational system and the development of a qualitative and educated labour force. In 2006 128 300 young people were employed, which is 11 100 (8%) more than in 2005. 

Altogether 974 young unemployed persons (95% more than in 2005) were sent to work practice with an employer in 2006. As well, 256 young unemployed persons were engaged in subsidised employment measures of unemployed persons (33% more than in 2005), 42 young unemployed persons were also engaged in subsidised employment measures of disabled persons (by 91% more than in 2005) and 671 – in activity of open project competition co-financed by the ESF “Provision of Work Practice Places for Young Unemployed Persons” (27% more in comparison to 2005). 

In 2006 altogether 85.4% young people (in 2005 – 86.6%) were economically inactive in the age group from 15-19 years of age and 10.7% were employed, this may explained with involvement of young people representing this age group in the system of general secondary education (see Table 18).

Taking into account that the legislation of Latvia specifies that it is prohibited to employ children who are younger than 15 years of age or who continue acquisition of basic education until reaching 18 years of age in permanent work and that children up to 13 years of age may be employed only in the time free of studies, individual data regarding economic activity in the age group from 13-15 years of age are not available. 

In total there were 181 200 young people in the age from 15 to 19 years of age in 2006, but 184 500 – in 2005. Thus the number of young people in the age from 15 to 19 years of age in 2006 has reduced by 3300. (see Table 18).

 

Table 18. Economic Activity of Young People (from 15 to 19 years of age) (people in thousands)
	 

	1996

	2000

	2005

	2006


	Economically active young people

	45.9

	23.5

	24.8

	26.4


	 employees

	23.6

	15.1

	18.3

	19.5


	 employment seekers

	22.3

	8.4

	6.6

	6.9


	Economically inactive young people

	117.9

	154.7

	159.7

	154.8



	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 

Pursuant to data of the CSB the number of young people (from 15 to 19 years of age) who are employed in the field of services and trade increased by 1.4% in comparison with 2005, the number of young people employed in other professions reduced.

 

3.2.1. Measures for the Promotion of Youth Employment
 

In 2006 there were 79 900 employment seekers or 6.8% of the economically active residents (employees and employment seekers) in Latvia. In comparison with the preceding year, both the number of employment seekers (in 2005 it was 99 100 people) and the proportion of employment seekers in the total number of economically active residents (in 2005 this indicator was 8.7%) increased in 2006.

Data of the SEA testify that in comparison with the end of 2005 the number of registered young unemployed persons reduced at the end of 2006 by 1 387 persons (from 11 058 to 9 671, including 251 young unemployed person were in the age from 15 to 18 years of age and 9 240 – in the age from 18 to 25 years of age), however, their proportion in the total number of unemployed persons decreased by only 0.1% (from 14.1% to 14.0%), which may be explained with a low level of education, skill and abilities of economically active young people, which do not conform to the requirements of modern labour market. It indicates the necessity of special measures in order to promote the employment of young people and to support the first engaging of young people in the labour market. 

Young unemployed persons in distribution according to the acquired education:

- 32.9% – with basic education;

- 29.8% – with general secondary education;

- 23.5% – with vocational education;

- 6.1% – with higher education;

- 3.7% – have not acquired an education or have acquired an education, which is lower than the basic education;

- 4% had not presented a document confirming education.

A total of 3724 persons or 38.5% from the young unemployed persons registered with the SEA on 31 December 2006 did not have work experience. 

In 2006 a total of 29 784 young unemployed persons in the age from 15 to 24 years of age were involved in active employment measures (professional training, retraining or improvement of qualification – 2 197 (in 2005 – 2 383); temporary social work – 392 (in 2005 – 661); measures for improvement of competitiveness – 26 221 (in 2005 – 27 381); measures for specific age groups of persons – 974 (in 2005 – 497)). One young person may be concurrently involved in several measures. 

The employment measure for persons from 15 to 18 years of age “Employment Measure during Summer Holidays for Persons who Acquire Education in General, Special or Vocational Education Institutions”, which was commenced in 2004, continued in 2006. The objective of the measure is to promote summer employment of pupils and to promote their competitiveness in the labour market. The SEA financed the working wages of pupils from the funds from the State budget in the amount of 50% from the minimum monthly working wage specified in the State and covered the costs of the manager of work practice. Financing of employers for the working wages of pupils was specified in amount of at least 50% from the minimum monthly working wage, tax instalments, premiums, meals etc.

In all 11 552 pupils were engaged in the referred to measure during 2006, which was 2288 pupils more than in 2005. The target group of the measure was expanded in 2006, attracting also adolescents with special needs (disabled pupils). Pupils mostly wished to work in the sectors of trade, manufacturing, building and education, as well as in local government institutions and undertakings. 

The interest of employers regarding employment of pupils during summer significantly increased during the preceding three years, and the number of employers increased from 404 employers in 2004 to more than 1000 employers in June and July of 2006.

In 2005 implementation of 27 projects of the ESF open project competition “Provision of Work Practice Places for Young Unemployed Persons” was commenced, engaging 181 young unemployed people. Altogether 671 young unemployed persons were engaged within the scope of the referred to measure in 2006. 
In the summer of 2006 the SEA implemented a pilot project “Mentoring Programme for Direction of Pupils to Acquisition of Professions Necessary in Agriculture” in Cēsis and the Ludza district for orphans and children left without parental care up to 15 years of age who acquire education in general, special or vocational education institutions. The SEA ensured an adolescent with an opportunity to engage in Pilot Project 31 during the summer holidays and to obtain the necessary basic knowledge, basic working skills, abilities and experience in agricultural profession according their interests and abilities. 

 

3.3. State Allowances for Families with Children
 

In 2006 for the purpose of improving the quality of life of families with children the childbirth allowance was increased specifying an additional payment to the basic amount of the existing childbirth allowance (i.e., LVL 296): LVL 100 – for birth of the first child, LVL 150 – for birth of the second child, LVL 200 – for birth of the third and each next child in the family. The number of recipients of the childbirth allowance in 2006 increased by 1.46% in comparison with 2005 (21 558 – in 2006, 21 247 – in 2005) (see Table 19). The increase of the number of recipients of childbirth allowance may be explained with the increase of the number of children born in the State. According to data of the CSB the number of children born in 2006 (22 264) was 767 children more than in 2005.

Due to specification of the supplement to the childbirth allowance the average monthly amounts of the referred to allowance – LVL 426.09 – increased in 2006 and the average monthly amounts of allowance for child care in 2006 was LVL 75.70.

Altogether 6546 fathers received a paternity allowance in 2006, which was 1082 more than in comparison with 2005 (5464). However, the proportion of recipients of paternity allowance in the total number of all newborn infants did not particularly increase: 25.5% of fathers of newborn infants received the paternity allowance in 2005 and 25.6% of fathers of newborn infants used this service in 2006.

In accordance with amendments to the Law On State Social Allowances, which came into force on 8 March 2006, a person in taking care of a child of up to 2 years of age may receive an allowance for child care and concurrently work unrestricted working hours. These amendments also specified that beginning with the previously referred to date employed persons who take care of a child of up to 1 year of age shall be granted an allowance for child care in the amount of 50% (from 70% of the average wage subject to insurance contributions, but not less than LVL 56 per month and not more than LVL 392 per month). Introduction of such norms provided parents with an opportunity to co-ordinate taking care of children with continuation of professional activity, thus expanding the range of recipients of allowance for child care.

Similarly as in the preceding years, the number of recipients of the State family allowance decreased, which may be explained with the consequences of the long-term negative demographic situation, as well as the condition that the duration of parental leave has been reduced in the Labour Law.

With an aim to provide additional State support to families, in which a disabled child with serious functional disorders is taken care of, and to ensure a disabled child with more wholesome and safer care at home, a new State social allowance has been introduced from 1 January 2006 – an allowance for disabled child care, which is granted on the basis of a statement issued by the SMCEHWA regarding the necessity of special care. The amount of the allowance is LVL 50 per month. The average number of recipients of the allowance for disabled child care per month in 2006 was 573 persons. 

The number of persons who receive a supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child reduced from 8 630 to 8 067 persons in 2006 in comparison with 2005. The tendency of reduction of the number of persons who receive a supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child has already been observed since 2005, and it may be explained with the introduction of new procedures for specification of disability to children up to 16 years of age beginning with 1 January 2004. 

The number of recipients of State support to children suffering from celiac disease increased twofold in 2006 in comparison with 2005 (i.e. from 439 persons to 924 persons on average per month). Such rapid increase may be explained with the fact that State support to children suffering from celiac disease (i.e. LVL 50) was introduced beginning with 1 January 2005, but not all persons who had the rights to this support had already applied in 2005. 

 

Table 19. Average Amounts of State Social Allowances for Families with Children and the Average Number of Recipients

	State social allowances
	Average amounts of allowances (LVL)
	Average number of recipients

	2005

	2006

	2005

	2006

	2005


	Childbirth allowance – disbursed
	295.12

	418.46

	21 247

	21 558


	Allowance for child care up to 2 years of age – granted
	51.19

	68.94

	33 888

	38 182


	for a child of up to 1 year of age
	87.41

	113.73

	16 746
	17 009

	for a child from 1 to 2 years of age
	30.00

	30.00

	16 779

	20 765


	Supplement for twins or more children born during one childbirth – granted
	38.35

	36.87

	363

	404


	State family allowance per one child – disbursed
	7.30

	7.30

	410 941

	394 956


	Supplement to State family allowance for a disabled child – granted
	50.00

	50.00

	8630

	8067


	Survivors' pension to minor children – disbursed
	51.72

	59.13

	24 727

	23 157


	State social security benefit to a child in case of loss of provider – disbursed
	33.11

	43.05

	1181

	1120


	Allowance for a disabled child care – granted
	-

	50.00

	-

	573


	Allowance to a guardian for alimentation of a child
	23.02

	25.08

	6311

	5060


	Remuneration for the fulfilment of guardian’s duties
	38.49

	38.64

	6643

	6002



	


Source: data of the CSB, data of the Department of Social Insurance of the MoW.

The objective of the introduction of the guardian’s allowance for a dependent child, the remuneration for the fulfilment of a guardian’s duties, as well as the remuneration for the fulfilment of a foster family’s duties is to ensure the children left without parental care with an opportunity to grow in a familial environment and to reduce the number of such children in institutions.

From 1 September 2005 the amount of the remuneration for the fulfilment of foster family’s duties was increased up to LVL 80 per month. In 2005 in total 92 families received the remuneration for the fulfilment of foster family’s duties, and in 2006 there were 283 decisions taken for granting of the remuneration. 

 
3.4. Provision of Children with Means of Support
 

In order to implement the child’s rights to social security in guaranteeing the minimum amount of means of support to children provided by a single parent if the other parent does not fulfil a court adjudication to pay monthly means of support to his or her offspring, the AMGF provides the children with means of support according to the amount specified by the court, which are not greater than the minimum means of support specified by the Cabinet if a bailiff has adjudged that the collection of the means of support from the parent of the child is not possible or also, if the child’s parent fulfils the court adjudication to pay the means of support, but does not ensure the full amount specified by the Cabinet: to a child until he or she reaches 7 years of age – in the amount of 25% from the minimum monthly wage specified in the State (it was LVL 22.5 in 2006), and to a child from 7 years of age until he or she reaches 18 years of age – in the amount of 30% from the monthly wage (it was LVL 27 in 2006).

In 2006 altogether 11 436 parents were disbursed the means of support from the MGF (in 2005 – 9789 parents), thus providing for 16 774 children (in 2005 – 14 270 children), if the other parent to whom a court adjudication had specified a duty to materially support the upbringing and care of the child did not do so.

In comparing the number of children according to regions, there still remained a tendency that for the most part the children who received monthly means of support of the MSF were from Riga and Riga district. In total 86% of all recipients of means of support were children from 7-18 years of age and 14% – up to 7 years of age from whom 7 children had not reached 1 year of age.

 

3.5. Social Assistance of Local Governments
 
More than 30% of the recipients of local government social assistance during the preceding five years were children. In 2006 local government income tested allowances were received by 31 800 families, in which 64 099 children lived (in 2005 – 39 103 families, in which 78 461 children lived) (see Table 20).

 

Table 20. Families with Children, which Received Local Government Income Tested Social Assistance Allowances in 2005 and 2006

	 
	 
	Families with 1-2 children and one or several adults capable of work
	Families with 3 or more children and one or several adults capable of work
	Families with 1-2 children and without any adult capable of work
	Families with 3 or more children and without any adult capable of work
	Total:

	Number of families
	2005
	27 531
	9 574
	1 807
	191
	39 103

	 
	2006
	22 419
	7 924
	1 308
	149
	31 800

	Amount of received
	2005
	4 602 092
	2 194 805
	339 520
	48 208
	7 184 625

	allowances, LVL
	2006
	4 191 601
	2 161 054
	324 699
	50 135
	6 727 489

	Number of persons
	2005
	88 924
	54 004
	4 507
	968
	148 403

	in total
	2006
	71 751
	45 847
	3 289
	784
	121 671

	including number of children
	2005
	40 104
	35 366
	2 302
	689
	78 461

	 
	2006
	32 139
	29 814
	1 630
	516
	64 099

	Proportion of children, %
	2005
	45.1
	65.5
	51.1
	71.2
	52.9

	 
	2006
	44.8
	65.0
	49.6
	65.8
	52.7

	LVL/per person a year
	2005
	51.8
	40.6
	75.3
	49.8
	48.4

	 
	2006
	58.4
	47.1
	98.7
	63.9
	55.3

	Number of families – recipients
	2005
	12 364
	
	500
	
	12 864

	of GMI support
	2006
	8447
	
	351
	
	8798


Source: summary of statistical reports of the SSB regarding 2005 and 2006.

 

In order to provide material support to needy families with children, several local governments used the rights granted to them by legal acts and specified a higher level of GMI than specified by the Cabinet. 
Local governments also granted and disbursed other allowances to families with children, such as free school or kindergarten meals. In all 31 878 children received such allowances in 2006 (34 089 children – in 2005). Several local governments disbursed allowances for education and upbringing of children, which were received by 40 127 children in 2006 (44 381 children – in 2005) (see Table 21). 

Local governments provided a large support to families with children by means of the housing allowance. In 2006 the housing allowance was provided to 71 334 families – both in money and in material medium (heating fuel).

Table 21. Social Assistance Provided by Local Governments in 2006

	Types of social assistance
	Funds spent for allowances, LVL
	Number of recipients of the allowance
	Number of children
	Proportion of children, %
	Average amount of the allowance per person, LVL, including for child

	GMI allowance
	2 822 096
	41 016
	17 374
	42.4
	68.80

	One-time allowances in an emergency situation
	870 489
	19 017
	1769
	9.3
	45.77

	Housing allowances
	6 820 858
	117 339
	23 783
	20.3
	58.13

	Allowances for payment of medical services
	4 041 137
	97 203
	15 176
	15.6
	41.57

	Allowances for education, upbringing of a child
	857 526
	40 127
	40 127
	100.0
	21.37

	Allowances for covering of travelling expenses
	590 651
	12 592
	6297
	50.0
	46.91

	Allowances to foster families
	238 705
	434
	434
	100.0
	550.01

	Allowances to orphans for commencement of life
	459 316
	1753
	1753
	100.0
	262.02

	For other purposes
	4 871 268
	 
	 
	 
	 

	including free meals or meals for partial payment
	182 699
	13 568
	5794
	42.7
	13.47

	including free school and kindergarten meals
	1 840 424
	31 878
	31 878
	100.0
	57.73

	Total
	21 572 046
	318 112
	 
	 
	67.81


Source: summary of statistical reports of the SSB regarding 2006.

 
3.6. Availability of Housing
 

 In 2006 several changes in relation to the increase of prices for different services came into effect – electricity and gas tariffs, as well as payment for heat increased. The rental payment also increased, which indicates that residents who had difficulties to settle payments for the maintenance of housing until the increase of prices may have even larger problems in this area. 

According to the data of the HA, in 2006 local governments rented residential premises to 2 425 persons within the framework of solving apartment matters, which is 709 persons less than in 2005. In 2006 a total of 1359 persons were provided with residential premises immediately and first and foremost in accordance with the procedures specified in the Law On Assistance in Solving Apartment Matters, which is 252 persons less than in 2005. This may be explained by the fact that the immovable property owned and leased by local governments reduced by 22 842 apartments in 2006 mainly in the result of privatisation, and thus the possibilities of local governments to provide assistance in solving apartment matters by renting residential premises to persons who require immediate assistance and to persons registered in the register of local government assistance also decreased. In total the number of persons who were registered in the register of renting residential premises reduced by 607 persons in 2006 in comparison with 2005, and it may be explained with socio-economic activity. Persons with a higher income chose to buy a private property and persons with a low income – to rent an apartment in social houses of local governments.

There was 81 house (2323 apartments therein) in the social residential property of local governments in 2006. From those 21 social houses were located in the large Republic cities and the other 60 social houses – in districts. 

Altogether 3233 persons (families) rented social apartments in 2006, which is 2326 persons less than in the preceding year. Among them social apartments were rented by 526 socially vulnerable persons (348 persons less than in 2005) in relation to whom a judgement of a court regarding eviction from residential premises had come into effect, 655 socially vulnerable persons (1990 persons less than in 2005) who rented an apartment owned by a local government and expressed a wish to rent a social apartment, 173 socially vulnerable persons (98 persons less than in 2005) who are orphans and had not been provided with residential premises. 

From the total number of persons who rented social apartments in 2006 3381 were women, 2232 – men, 2152 – pensioners (76 pensioners more than in 2005), 1341 – children, 328 – persons with a disability, among them 38 children with a disability.

In order to promote the availability of housing and promote the autonomous function of local governments – to provide assistance to residents in solving apartment matters, the State provided the support thereof in the form of earmarked subsidies. 

 In 2006 LVL 3 million were granted for the support of the referred to measures from the funds from the State budget. In order to receive the referred to earmarked subsidies, in total local governments submitted 14 construction projects, including for building of 3 social residential houses, for renovation of 5 non-rented residential houses, for the purchase of 2 individual apartments, for building of 2 tenement houses, for rebuilding (reconstruction) of one building into a residential house. 

In 2006 we find 6 local governments used the rights provided for in the Law On Assistance in Solving Apartment Matters to provide assistance to persons who vacate residential premises, which are located in a denationalised house or a house returned to the legal owner and which they have used until restoration of ownership rights, or also the referred to persons are being evicted from residential premises in the cases provided for in Sections 28.2, 28.4 and 28.5 of the Law On Residential Tenancy, in granting a one-time allowance of vacating residential premises. In total one-time allowances of vacating residential premises were granted to 313 persons, including 279 persons in Riga. In total 72 400 people lived in denationalised houses in September 2006. There were in total 18 500 apartments, which were located in denationalised houses and in which the present tenants lived until the house was transferred for denationalisation.

Implementation of the Credit Programme for Development of Housing (Stage II) was commenced in April 2006. Until the end of 2006 the LMLB dispensed 63 guarantees in the amount of LVL 622 007.00 for mortgage credits for the purchase or building of a dwelling to families with children, as well as 2 guarantees in the amount of LVL 23 631.08 for mortgage credits for the purchase or building of a dwelling to tenants of denationalised houses. Thus 94.1% of the financial resources transferred to the fixed capital of the LMLB, which were intended for issuance of guarantees for mortgage credits for the purchase or building of a dwelling to families with children, as well as 3.57% of the financial resources intended for issuance of guarantees for mortgage credits for the purchase or building of dwelling to tenants of denationalised houses, were used within a time period of nine months. 

 

3.7. Most Significant Tendencies, which Characterise the Level of Welfare of Families with Children
 

• An increase in the disposable income of households was observed in 2006, however, the increase of income was not uniform in household groups of different types, which is the basis of the increase of social inequality and poverty risk – the lowest income during a period of several years remains in two household types, which are also the most subject to the risk of social exclusion – in households where the child is raised by a single parent, as well as in families with three or more children.

• The number of economically inactive young people from 15-24 years of age reduced by 3%, which testified regarding lesser involvement of young people in the educational system and the development of a less qualitative and educated labour force. 

• The number of work places offered to pupils (from 13 years of age) increased from 3000 in 2004 to more than 9000 in June and July of 2006.

• The number of registered youth - young unemployed persons decreased by 1387 persons at the end of 2006 (from 11 058 to 9671 persons).

• In 2006 the childbirth allowance was increased specifying an additional payment to the basic amount of the existing childbirth allowance (i.e., LVL 296): LVL 100 – for birth of the first child, LVL 150 – for the birth of the second child, LVL 200 – for birth of the third and each next child in the family. The number of recipients of the allowance in 2006 increased by 1.46% in comparison with 2005, which may be explained with the increase in the number of newborn infants. 

• In all 6546 fathers received a paternity allowance in 2006, which was 1082 more than in comparison with 2005 (5464).

• In accordance with amendments to the Law On State Social Allowances, a person in taking care of a child of up to 2 years of age may receive an allowance for child care and concurrently work unrestricted working hours, which provides parents with an opportunity to co-ordinate taking care of children with continuation of professional activity, thus expanding the range of recipients of the allowance for a child.

• In 2006 the means of support from the MGF were disbursed to 1647 parents more than in 2005, thus providing 15% more children with the means of support.

• Until the end of 2006 the LMLB dispensed 63 guarantees in the amount of LVL 622 007.00 for mortgage credits for the purchase or building of housing to families with children within the framework of the Credit Programme for Development of Housing (Stage II).

• According to the information collected by the Social Service Board approximately 30% of the recipients of social assistance of local governments during the period of the preceding five years were children.

• In 2006 the resources spent by local governments for the housing allowance increased by LVL 867 779 (in 2005 LVL 5 953 059), however, the number of recipients of the allowance decreased by 16 064 persons (in 2005 133 403 persons).

• The number of families with children, which received local government income tested allowances of social assistance reduced in 2006, however the number of families with children, which rented apartments in social houses of local governments increased, which may be explained with the low income of the referred to families and an increase of prices of public utility services of housing.

4. Rights of the Child to Familial Care
 

A child has the right to be taken care of by his or her parents in accordance with Article 7 and not be separated from his or her family in accordance with Article 9 of the UNO Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989). A child may be separated from his or her parents only in exceptional cases when the parents are not able to ensure a favourable environment for the development of the child if it conforms to the best interests of the child. In such cases extra-familial care is established for the child and depending on the particular situation the child is placed in a foster family, placed under guardianship or placed in a child care institution.  Changes in the number of disadvantaged families, tendencies in deprivation of child care rights and deprivation of custody rights for parents, types of extra-familial care of children and development tendencies thereof, as well as indicators of adoption are dealt with in Chapter 4 “Rights of the Child to Familial Care”.

 

4.1. Child and Family
In 2006 the number of disadvantaged families reduced by 1673 families in comparison with 2005 (in 2006 – 7039 disadvantaged families, in 2005 – 8712 disadvantaged families). Including in 2006 the number of disadvantaged families reduced by 159 families in comparison with 2005, which were accounted during the year (in total in 2005 – 1363 families, in 2006 – 1204 families). Thus, the number of children living in disadvantaged families reduced by 2966 children (in 2006 – 14 071, in 2005 – 17 037 children).

In 2003 a rapid increase of disadvantaged families was observed in comparison with 2000 (+4129) (in total in 2003 – 13 066 disadvantaged families, in 2000 – 8937 disadvantaged families). 

However, the number of disadvantaged families began to decrease in 2004 (-3630 in comparison with 2003) and in 2006 was already smaller than the number of disadvantaged families in 1998. (8697 families – in 1998, 9436 families – in 2004, 8712 families – in 2005, 7039 families – in 2006).

In 2006 child care rights were withdrawn to 37 persons less (to 1563 persons) than in 2005 (1600), also the number of children in such families reduced in 2006 in comparison with 2005 (in 2006 – 1905, in 2005 – 1943). 

In all there were 833 children up to 6 years of age (in 2005 – 839), 829 children from 7 to 15 years of age (in 2005 – 884), 243 children from 16 to 17 years of age (in 2005 – 220) from 1905 children, whose parents were withdrawn the child care rights.

 

Table 22. Operation of Orphan’s Courts and Parish Courts
	 
	1998

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006


	Number of disadvantaged families
	8697

	13 066

	9436

	8712

	7039


	including accounted during a year
	2814

	2467

	1626

	1363

	1204


	Number of children in disadvantaged families

	19 348

	2365

	18 451

	17 037

	14 071


	Number of persons to whom child care rights have been withdrawn according to a decision of the Orphans’ court
	1776

	2154

	1672

	1600

	1563


	Number of children whose parents have been withdrawn child care rights
	2544

	2300

	1918

	1943

	1905



	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 

4.2. Extra-familial Care of Children
4.2.1. Children in Institutional Care
Social care to children left without parental care is being ensured in State social care centres for children, specialised State social care centres for children (care is being ensured to disabled children with severe mental development disorders), local government social care centres for children, familial homes for children and children’s homes of NGOs depending on the age and health condition of the children.

According to the summaries of statistical reports of the SSB, there were 66 children’s care institutions in Latvia in 2006 – 5 State social care centres for children, 3 specialised State social care centres for children, 44 local government social care centres for children, 7 familial homes for children and 7 children’s homes of Non-governmental Organisations. In comparison – there were 67 children’s care institutions in 2005. 

The number of children living in children’s care institutions continued to decrease in 2006. On 31 December 2006 the actual number of children living in children’s care institutions was 2621 children, which was 260 children less than in comparison with the number of children in children’s care institutions on 1 January 2006 (2881 children). 

In comparison with 2005 the number of children in State social care centres for children increased by 20 children (in total – 505 children), however, the number of children in local government social care centres for children decreased by 162 children (in total – 1614) and in specialised State social care centres for children – by 118 children (in total – 238 children) in 2006 (see Table 23). The largest number of children in State social care centres for children was up to 3 years of age (see Table 24).

In 2006 altogether 146 children (in 2005 – 35 children) left specialised State social care centres for children, from whom 110 children upon reaching the age of majority were transferred to adult social care institutions (in 2005 – 24).

None of the children placed in specialised State social care centres for children were adopted, placed in a foster family or placed under guardianship in 2006, which may be explained with the serious health condition of these children and disinclination of potential adopters or foster families to involve in the care for a mentally ill child. 

 

Table 23. Number of Children’s Care Institutions and the Number of Children Therein

	 
	State social care centres for children 
	Local government social care centres for children 
	Specialised State social care centres for children 

	 
	1995

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2005

	2006

	1995

	2005

	2006


	Number of institutions
	6

	5

	5

	38

	44

	44

	3

	3

	3


	Number of children in institutions
	791

	485

	505

	1 618

	 1 776
	 1 614
	446

	 356
	 238


	


Source: summary of statistical reports of the SSB regarding 2006.

 

 

Table 24. Distribution of Children who have Entered State Social Care Centres for Children According to Age Groups
	 Age  in years
	Up to 2 years of age
(2 years 11 months
30 d. inclusive)
	3-6 years of age (including)
	7-17 years of age (inclusive)
	 

Total

	2003
	 302
	 34
	 21
	357

	2004
	 314
	 49
	 9
	372

	2005
	 255
	 56
	 14
	325

	2006
	265
	52
	48
	365


Source: summaries of state statistical reports of the SSB.

 

From all children placed in State social care centres for children the number of abandoned children decreased from 91 cases in 2005 to 58 cases in 2006, however the number of such children whose parents had been withdrawn care rights increased from 104 cases in 2005 to 163 cases in 2006 (see Table 25).

 

Table 25. Reasons for Placement of Children in a Children’s Care Institution in 2004 and 2005
	Institution

Reasons
	State social care centres for children 
	Specialised State social care centres for children 
	Local government social care centres for children + NGO + familial homes for children

	 
	2005
	2006
	2005
	2006
	2005
	2006

	Orphans
	1
	3
	0
	0
	33
	 23

	Care rights withdrawn
	104
	163
	5
	12
	460
	 409

	Custody rights withdrawn
	3
	14
	7
	5
	91
	 119

	Abandoned children
	91
	58
	0
	0
	57
	 40

	Due to illness
	19
	31
	20
	9
	6
	11

	Other reasons for placement
	75
	68
	0
	2
	0
	 196

	Total
	293
	337
	32
	28
	883
	 798


Source: summary of statistical reports of the SSB regarding 2006.

 

The main reason for placement of children in a children’s care institution in 2005 and 2006 was withdrawal of care rights for parents. This reason became the dominating one in 2006 even in specialised State social care centres for children (see Table 25).

 

Table 26. Number of Children who Have Left Children’s Long-term Social Care Institutions in 2005 and 2006
	Institution

Reasons
	State social care centres for children 
	Specialised State social care centres for children 
	Local government social care centres for children + NGO + familial homes for children

	 
	2005
	2006
	2005
	2006
	2005
	2006

	Returned to parents
	123
	93
	2
	1
	394
	 345

	Adopted
	110
	103
	0
	0
	71
	 75

	Placed under guardianship
	46
	29
	0
	0
	137
	 119

	Placed for upbringing to foster families
	13
	11
	0
	0
	49
	 49

	Began independent life
	0
	0
	0
	0
	243
	 236

	Moved to other institutions
	73
	70
	24
	140
	107
	 97

	Deceased
	7
	10
	5
	5
	0
	0

	Other reason
	0
	1
	4
	0
	12
	34

	Total
	372
	317
	35
	146
	1013
	 955


Source: summary of statistical reports of the SSB regarding 2006.

 

In 2006 the number of children who left local government social care centres for children and State social care centres for children decreased, however, the number of children moved from specialised State social care centres for children to other institutions increased (see Table 26).

4.2.2. Adoption and Alternative Forms of Extra-familial Care for Children
 

In order to provide children left without parental care with a familial environment and to reduce the number of children in children’s care institutions, the MoCFA continued to implement the complex of measures in the field of co-ordination of the extra-familial care system and methodological support of local government specialists in 2006.

In 12 local governments of Latvia (Valmiera, Cēsis, Madona, Gulbene, Daugavpils, Rēzekne, Jēkabpils, Kuldīga, Kandava, Riga, Tukums and Jelgava) support groups to adopters, foster families and guardians were established where they had an opportunity to share their experience, acquire new skills and ways for finding a solution for a particular problematic situation. 

Foster families, guardians and adopters in all of Latvia (in Riga, Kuldīga, Valmiera, Rēzekne and Tukums) were also provided with free of charge consultations of a psychologist.

Implementation of the campaign “Palīdzi bērnam augt!” [Help the Child to Grow!] was continued in the field of informing society, inviting society to participate in the provision of support to orphans and children left without parental care by becoming an adopter, a foster family, a guardian, a support person or a support family.

 

4.2.3 Care in Foster Families
 

The total number of foster families on 31 December 2006 was 260, which was 144 foster families more than in the preceding year (see Table 27).

 
Table 27. Families that Have Obtained the Status of Foster Families
	 
	2002

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006


	Families that have obtained the status of foster families

	13
	15
	25
	154
	260


	


Source: data of the MoCFA.

 

In total 106 families (persons) acquired the foster family study programme and obtained the status of a foster family in 2006 (they were particularly sought for in those districts of Latvia where the number of foster families was small or non-existent, for example, the Alūksne district, and the Krāslava district).

There were 303 children who received care in foster families in 2006 (in comparison to 2005 – 154 children). The number of children placed in foster families is presented in Table 28.

 

Table 28. Number of Children Placed in a Foster Family in the Time Period from 2003 to 2006
 
	 

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006


	Number of children placed in foster families

	21
	56
	154
	303


	


Source: data of the MoCFA.

 

Concurrently 156 children were withdrawn from foster families in 2006. The reasons for withdrawal of children from foster families were different, but in many cases the children returned to their biological families. Other reasons for withdrawal of children from foster families were – children were appointed guardians, they were adopted or they reached the age of majority.

In general 2006 was significant with the fact that specialists of local governments acquired a greater understanding of the principles of operation of foster families, Orphan’s courts more frequently placed children left without parental care in foster families. 

Concurrently it was achieved that children up to one year of age left without parental care were placed in foster families, not State financed children’s social care centres. Thus, the child was provided with an opportunity to grow in a familial environment, not in an institution, which is particularly important to the further development of the child. 

 

4.2.4. Adoption
 

In 2006 the MoCFA provided 1 195 oral consultations to natural persons and Orphan’s courts (parish courts) regarding the procedures for adoption in Latvia. By 31 December 2006 information regarding 1 288 children to be adopted, 17 adopters from Latvia and 530 foreign adopters was included in the Adoption Register (see Figure 3).

 

Figure 3. Persons who Wish to Adopt Children and the Number of Children Available for Adoption in 2006
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Persons who wish to adopt a child and the number of children to be adopted in 2006
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	Adoptētāji no Latvijas, kuri vēlas adoptēt (vēl nav saņēmuši informāciju par adoptējamo bērnu vai pēc informācijas saņemšanas nav izlēmuši par bērna ņemšanu aprūpē)
Adopters from Latvia who wish to adopt (have not yet received information regarding the child to be adopted or after receiving such information have not decided regarding the taking of the child into care)


There were 55 children taken into pre-adoption care in 2006. 

In 2006 the previously observed tendency remained that more than 10 Latvian families waited until information regarding the child to be adopted is included in the Adoption Register pursuant to the decision of the Orphan’s court (parish court) because all children up to one year of age, even with health disorders, were found a family in Latvia.

Such a situation may be explained with the fact that Latvian adopters still mostly want to adopt children without significant health disorders up to 3 years of age and upon increase of the number of adopters for children of such age the waiting time until the Adoption Register receives information regarding the children to be adopted also increases. 

In 2006 of the 55 children whom Latvian adopters took in care 18 children were up to 1 year of age, 21 children – from 1 to 2 years of age, 10 children – from 2 to 3 years of age, 5 children – from 3 to 5 years of age. Only one child taken into care had reached 5 years of age. In total the number of adopters who would be ready to adopt children older than 3 years of age from extra-familial care institutions or foster families did not increase.

In comparison with 2005 also the number of Latvian adopters who concurrently wanted to adopt more than one child (brothers/sisters) did not increase. In 2006, similarly as in 2005, only 5 Latvian families commenced the adoption process of two children. It is insufficient because the largest part of children to be adopted have brothers and sisters.

The number of families, which wanted to adopt a child because they cannot have a child due to medical reasons, slightly increased in 2006. There were 55% of such families in 2005 and 63 % – in 2006. 

Statistical data also testify that in 2006 16% of families of adopters had children from a previous marriage and concurrently wished for a baby with the present spouse, and 19% of adopters already had their children, but they had a wish and an opportunity to raise one more child, or also adopters assumed that in time they will have their own children, however, until then they want to adopt a child in order to help some baby left without parental care. In some cases a child was also adopted by such people who had a positive experience of the first adoption and had a wish to expand their family.

Adopters justified their decision to adopt a child from extra-familial care institution differently – a wish to put their family life in order, to express themselves as parents were mentioned. Adopters have indicated that they care about the fate of abandoned children, that a family without children is incomplete, they wanted to do something worthwhile in their life, to give love, to pass on their experience, conviction, value system to a child left without parental care, to provide support and shelter to a child. Some adopters were from large families, they wanted to educate a child left without parental care, to help him or her in development, thus doing something good in their life.

Thus, similarly as in 2005, the number of children adopted in 2006 increased, but in 2006 this number increased on the basis of adult children adopted to foreign countries in comparison with 2004 and 2005 (see Figure 4).

 
 Figure 4. Number of Children Adopted in Latvia and to Foreign States from 2001 to 2006
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In 2006 the remunerations for adoption of 88 children were granted (from them 57 children were adopted from a care institution, 29 – from guardianship, 2 – from a foster family), which was almost the same as in 2005. Thus the level of local adoption remained stable. Concurrently 49 decisions regarding granting of remuneration for child care or extension of remuneration granted which is due to an adopter during pre-adoption and care if he or she is on leave without retention of work remuneration, works part-time or is not employed, were taken.

In 2006 the tendency of an increase in the number of adoptions from guardianship remained because more guardians wanted to adopt children under guardianship. In all 14 children were adopted from guardianship in 2004, with 21 children – in 2005 and 29 children – in 2006. In these cases of adoption a stable familial environment was also provided to children after 5 years of age, including 10 children from 10 to 18 years of age were adopted. 

Year 2006 was also significant with the fact that the first cases of adoption of children from foster families took place (till now they were adopted from care institutions or guardianship). As well 4 children who were in the care of a foster family until the commencement of the adoption process were transferred into the care and supervision of Latvian adopters.

In 2006 the MoCFA provided information regarding children to be adopted to 185 foreign adopters. If in 2005 the number of children adopted to foreign countries decreased slightly and 111 children were adopted, this number increased again in 2006 and 147 children were adopted to foreign countries.

Foreign adopters expressed a wish to adopt more than one child (brothers/sisters) significantly more frequently than Latvian adopters. In 2005 16 foreign families adopted 2 children concurrently, 3 families – 3 children and 1 family – 4 children. However, in 2006 from all foreign adopters 70 families adopted 1 child, 25 families adopted 2 children concurrently and 9 families adopted 3 children concurrently.

This was also the first year when children were adopted to foreign countries not only from extra-familial care institutions, but also from foster families. In total 6 children were adopted to foreign countries from foster families.

In 2006 the countries, to which children from Latvia were adopted, were: France – 83 children, Italy – 41, USA – 21, San Marino – 2 (see Figure 5).

 
Figure 5. Number of Children Adopted to Foreign Countries in 2006
[image: image7.emf]Adoptēto bērnu skaits uz ārvalstīm 2006.gadā

83

41

21

2

Francija Itālija ASV Sanmarino


Source: data of the MoCFA.

	Francija
	France

	Itālija
	Italy

	ASV
	USA

	Sanmarino
	San Marino


4.3. Most Significant Tendencies in the Provision of Rights of Children to Familial Care
 
In 2006 the number of disadvantaged families reduced by 1673 families in comparison with 2005 (in 2006 – 7039 disadvantaged families, in 2005 – 8712 disadvantaged families).

The number of children living in children’s care institutions continued to decrease in 2006, which testifies regarding a positive tendency in the work involving the biological family of a child and providing the child with other opportunities to live in a familial environment. On 31 December 2006 the actual number of children living in children’s care institutions was 2621 children, which was 260 children less than in comparison with the number of children living in children’s care institutions on 1 January 2006 (2881 children).

The number of foster families significantly increased. From 154 foster families in 2005 to 260 foster families in 2006.

The number of children adopted in Latvia remained stable, however, the number of children adopted to foreign countries continued to increase.

5. Rights of the Child to Education and Rest and Leisure
 

The rights of the child to education and culture are as important as the rights to food, clothing and dwelling. Availability of general education and changes in the number of children in general education institutions, and indicators of the pass-rate of the children will be dealt with in this Chapter. Indicators of activities of the State pedagogical and medical commission, material and technical basis of educational institutions and availability of computers and the Internet, education of ethnic minority children, social correction, as well as vocational oriented education and tendencies of interest education will be viewed. 

5.1. General Education
 

 General education is implemented at the following levels of general education:

- pre-school education;

- basic education; and

- secondary education.

 Acquisition of general education, content and organisation thereof pursuant to the type, degree and target group of education is specified by the State general education standard, standards for subjects of study, general education programmes and programmes for subjects of study. 

5.1.1. Pre-school Education
 

The main objective of pre-school education is to implement the pre-school educational programme, in developing, strengthening and promoting the emotional, mental, physical and social development of a child, helping the child to establish self-confidence, observing general human values, developing the activity of each child and stimulating the creative activity of the child, as well as ensuring qualitative mandatory preparation of five-year-old and six-year-old children for acquisition of basic education.

In the school year 2006-2007 there were 1 003 institutions in Latvia (557 pre-school educational establishments, 434 general educational institutions having pre-school groups, 12 children and youth interest centres and other educational institutions), which implemented licensed pre-school educational programmes, and it was 1 educational institution less than in the school year 2005-2006 (1 004) (see Table 29). The total number of pre-school age children in educational institutions in the school year 2006-2007 was 77 278 children, which was 2 310 children more than in the school year 2005-2006.

 

Table 29. Pre-school Educational Establishments, Pre-school Groups in General Education Schools and Extra-curricular Educational Institutions on 1 September 2006
	Pre-school educational establishments
	 

	Number of institutions
	557

	Number of children
	65 753

	Pedagogical stuff
	8452

	Pre-school groups in general education schools
	 

	Number of schools
	434

	Number of children
	10 781

	from them the number of children in groups for 5-6 years of age
	7827

	Pre-school groups at extra-curricular education establishments
	 

	Number of establishments
	12

	Number of children
	744


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 
Compulsory preparation of five-year-old and six-year-old children for acquisition of basic education specified in Section 4 of the Education Law is being successfully implemented since 2002, in including the children of the particular age in pre-school education. The basis of this preparation process is games, in the result of which a child acquires the fields of language, literature, natural sciences and other fields that are important to his or her experience.

According to data of the CSB and the MoES altogether 91.8% of all five-year-old and six-year-old children attended mandatory preparation for acquisition of pre-school education in September 2006.

In 2006 the demand for places in pre-school educational establishments increased by 9807 places in comparison with 2005. It is still higher than the offer, thus at the end of 2006 there were 24 887 pre-school age children waiting in a queue for places in pre-school educational establishments (see Figure 6). The highest demand for places in pre-school educational establishments was for children up to 3 years of age (15 281 pre-school age children), the largest queue is in Riga, there is a comparatively large queue in Liepāja, as well as in other Republic cities, except Daugavpils. 

 

Figure 6. Total Number of Pre-school Age Children in the Queue for Places in Educational Institutions

[image: image8.emf]6294

6178

6041

6119

7254

10659

17081

15080

24887

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

skaits

1998.-1999. 1999.-2000. 2000.-2001. 2001.-2002. 2002.-2003. 2003.-2004. 2004.-2005. 2005.-2006. 2006.-2007.

mācību gads

Pirmsskolas vecuma bērnu kopējais skaits rindā uz vietām  

izglītības iestādēs

Pēc IZM VID IAN  informācijas 20.09.2006.


Source: Data of the MoES

	Pirmsskolas vecuma bērnu kopējais skaits rindā uz vietām izglītības iestādēs
Total Number of Pre-school Age Children in the Queue for Places in Educational Institutions

	Pēc IZM VID IAN informācijas 20.09.2006
On the basis information 20.09.2006 from MoES GED IDD

	Skaits
Number

	Mācību gads
Academic year


In September 2006 the total number of teachers in pre-school education was 9 803, and this number increased by 203 teachers in comparison with 2005 (see Figure 7). 

The level of education of pre-school teachers increased in 2006. Altogether 23.4% of the teachers working in pre-school education are acquiring higher education in accordance with the requirements of regulatory enactments, as well as to improve their education by acquiring a Master’s degree in Pedagogy or Psychology. The greater part of teachers also improve their professionalism in further education courses organised by the State and local governments. 

 

Figure 7. Number of Teachers in Educational Institutions Implementing Pre-school Educational Programmes

Pedagogu skaits izglītības iestādēs, kas īsteno pirmsskolas izglītības programmas

(Pēc IZM VID IAN informācijas uz 20.09.2006)
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In all 40 special educational institutions, as well as general pre-school educational establishments implement pre-school education for children with special needs. There are 297 special pre-school educational groups for children with different (language, sight, hearing, movement, etc.) development disorders, as well as different health disorders implementing special pre-school educational programmes. 

In 2006 funds for the integration of pre-school age children with special needs in general pre-school educational programmes were granted from the State budget.

 

5.1.2. Basic education and Secondary Education
 

In the school year 2006-2007 there were 1 008 general education schools in Latvia, in which 279 872 students studied, and it is 12% less than in the school year 2004-2005 when 315 633 pupils studied in general education schools (see Table 30).

 

Table 30. Number of General Education Schools and Pupils (School Year 2006-2007)

	 
	Total

	Number of schools
	1 008

	Day schools
	974

	 primary schools
	53

	 basic schools
	474

	 secondary schools
	383

	 special schools
	64

	Evening schools
	34

	Schools, in which extended working day groups are operating
	798

	Number of pupils
	279 872

	Day schools
	266 111

	 primary schools
	6 130

	 basic schools
	63 690

	 secondary schools
	186 915

	 special schools/classes
	9 376

	Evening schools
	13 761

	Schools, in which extended working day groups are operating
	47 817


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 

Due to the fact that the number of residents in Latvia reduces every year and the birth rates are low, the number of pupils also has a tendency to reduce. 

In the school year 2006-2007 the number of children in first grades increased (19 597; in the school year 2005-2006 – 18 904), however, the number of pupils continued to decrease in the basic education section at large. Data testify that the number of students in the basic education section will continue to decrease during the next 4-5 years (see Figure 8).

 

Figure 8. Number of Students in General Education Day Schools in Grades 1-9

Izglītojamo skaits vispārizglītojošo dienas skolu 1. – 9. klasēs
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Source: data of the MoES

In all 295 457 children of compulsory school age were registered in the PR in 2006 (in 2005 – 311 661). Of the 279 872 children (in 2005 – 281 454 children) that were registered in educational institutions, there were 2 658 children who had reached the compulsory school age and did not attend school (see Table 31).

 

Table 31. Registration of Children who Have Reached the Compulsory School Age
	 

Year
	All children who have reached the compulsory school age according to the data of the Population Register
	Registered in educational institutions

 

			Number of children
	In percentage from the total number

	2004

	311 942

	287 230

	92.1


	2005

	311 661

	281 454

	90.3


	2006

	295 457

	279 872

	94.0



	


Source: data of the MoES.

 

 Academic performance of pupils depends on the regularity of attendance of an educational institution. Although the number of children who were outside the educational system decreased in percentage, the number of such children who regularly miss lessons increases every year. 

In comparison with the school year 2005-2006 the number of pupils repeating the year in general education schools increased by 275 pupils, particularly in forms 6, 8 and 10 (by 142, 138, 164 pupils respectively).

 The number of pupils who finished basic school in 2006 was 965 pupils less than in 2005, however, the number of pupils who finished secondary school increased (in 2005 – 19 657, in 2006 – 20 915). In the school year 2006-2007 altogether 1637 pupils finished basic school without a certificate (1 965 pupils – in the school year 2005-2006) and 547 pupils finished secondary school without a certificate (421 pupils – in the school year 2005-2006), which means that the student did not obtain an evaluation in one of the subjects of study or one of the State examinations. Results of State examination work in basic education programmes testify that on average 53% of the pupils of grade9 received an evaluation 6 points or more, 4.6% received an evaluation under 4 points.

 Results of the centralised examinations in 2006 were better than the average indicators – 50% of all examinations were passed in the A, B and C level, which is regarded as a good result, however, holders of school completion certificates of secondary vocational education institutions were weaker because only 40% of the study time are dedicated to general education subjects of study in these educational programmes in comparison with general secondary education programmes. 

Further education of persons who finished basic school and secondary school in 2006 is demonstrated in Figure 9.

 

Figure 9. Further Education of Persons who Have Finished Basic School and Secondary School in 2006
	Persons who have finished basic school
	Persons who have finished secondary school
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Source: CSB data.

	Mācības turpina vidusskolās
Continues education in high schools
	Mācības turpina augstskolās un koledžās
Continues education in higher education institutions and colleges

	Mācības turpina profesionālajās izglītības iestādēs
Continues education in vocational educational institutions
	Mācības turpina profesionālajās izglītības iestādēs
Continues education in vocational educational institutions

	Mācības neturpina
Does not continue education
	Mācības neturpina
Does not continue education


Of all the 64 special educational institution in Latvia in the school year 2006-2007 there were 43  for children with mental development disorders and 20 – for children with other special needs. In total there were 10 849 pupils with special needs in the State. Of all 8 336 pupils (3.5% of all pupils of basic education) studying in special schools in the school year 2006-2007 4931 (2%) of them were with mental development disorders and 3405 (1.5%) – with other special needs. Altogether 1040 pupils studied in special classes in general education schools. There were 1473 pupils with special needs integrated in general education schools (see Figure 10).

Figure 10. School children with Special Needs in General Education Grades 

Integrated (%) school children with special needs in general education grades in relation to all the total number of school children 
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Source: Data of the MoES

In all 114 general educational institutions implemented special education programmes. In 2006 the Commission for Licensing General Education Programmes licensed 56 special basic education programmes for students who have been integrated in general educational institutions, of these 37 of them were programmes for children with mental development disorders, 8 – for children with mental retardation, 6 – for children with movement disorders, 2 – for children with somatic diseases and 1 – for visually impaired children. 

In comparison with 2005, the number of special basic education programmes increased. It may be explained with the fact that more and more students with special needs are being integrated in general basic educational institutions. The proportion of pedagogical correction programmes also slightly increased, and it testifies that educational institutions pay more attention to the opportunity to help pupils with poor school results and difficulties in studies.

 

5.1.2.1. Material and Technical Resources of Educational Institutions and Availability of Computers and the Internet
 
A modern material basis of studies and infrastructure of educational institutions has a significant role in the provision of a qualitative education. The content of the subjects of natural sciences (physics, chemistry, biology) and mathematics was modernised and more than 250 teachers were educated and participated in approbation of the new content, as well as modernisation of 50 natural science  laboratories of secondary schools was commenced within the framework of the national programme “Improvement of the Quality of Studies in Subjects of Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Technologies in Secondary Education” (2004-2006).

 In 2006 there were computers in 973 general education schools; however, the Internet connection was available only in 945 schools.

The number of computers for the study process in general education schools increased by 3061 computers (up to 19 440) by the school year 2006-2007. If before a year there were approximately 18 pupils per one computer for a school year in the State, then this indicator was approximately 14 pupils per one computer in the study year 2006-2007.

 

5.2. Activity of the State Pedagogic Medical Commission
 
 The SPMC provides an opinion regarding special education programmes corresponding to the age, abilities, condition of health and level of development for pre-school age children with any development disorders in forms 1-4 and for students with mental development disorders or mental retardation and learning difficulties, and for rehabilitation and individual training at home – from forms 1 to 12.

 In 2006 the SPMC specifically focused on the development of inclusive education in the State and organised 99 meetings, during which an appropriate educational programme for 1887 children (in 2005 – 1 884 children) was examined, consulted and recommended. More than 7000 visitors visit and receive consultations from the SPMC during a time period of one year.

 In order to create favourable conditions for the examination of children at the educational institution where a child studies or closer to the place of residence, the SPMC organised 40 visiting meetings (from 99 meetings), during which 871 children was consulted, and this was 54 children more than in 2005 and 368 children more than in 2004.

5.4. Education of Ethnic Minority Children
 

Children in Latvia have an opportunity to acquire both pre-school and general education in educational institutions with Latvian as the study language, Russian, as well as in mixed educational institutions and educational institutions with another study language. 

During the last ten years there has been a tendency of increase in the demand for education in Latvian and respectively a decrease of the request for education in Russian; 72.3% of first grade pupils commenced studies in Latvian in the school year 2005-2006 (see Table 32). Such a tendency is mainly related to the fact that parents of children of other nationalities strive to provide their children with such education, which may later ensure wider opportunities for studies at university and higher competitiveness in the labour market. However, inclusion of children of other nationalities in Latvian without sufficient acquisition of Latvian may cause an opposite effect – the child may have problems to acquire the necessary subject, which may cause a wish not to attend school.

 

Table 32. Division of Pupils of General Education Day Schools According to the Study Language (at the beginning of the school year; without special school and classes)
	 
	2004./2005.
	2005./2006.
	2006./2007.

	Latvian

	207 636

	198 027

	187 191


	Russian

	81 985

	74 947

	68 346


	Other ethnic minorities

	1253

	1287

	1198


	Study in Latvian (%)

	70.3

	72.3

	72.99



	


Source: CSB data

 

In the school year 2006-2007 the study language in 727 schools of Latvia was Latvian, in 148 schools – Russian (bilingual education programmes are introduced therein), studies in 92 school took place both in Latvian and Russian (bilingual study programmes; these are school where there are both Latvian and ethnic minority classes). 

Education programmes in the following ethnic minority languages are being implemented in Latvia: Lithuanian, Estonian, Russian, Polish, Ukrainian, Byelorussian, Hebrew, Gypsy (Roma). Studies in 4 schools take place in Polish, in 1 – in Ukrainian and in 1 school – in Byelorussian. Individual study subjects are taught in Estonian in one school and in Lithuanian – in one school. Romany is taught as an optional subject in two schools. 

The study language of a school does not always conform to the nationality of a pupil, for example, in a school where an educational programme is implemented in Hebrew, the basic language of studies is Russian, but in schools where educational programmes are implemented in Lithuanian and Estonian, the basic language of studies in Latvian. 

A specific problem is the involvement of Gypsy (Roma) children in the general educational process. The number of these children continued to decrease also in the school year 2006-2007 (in 2006-2007 – 1 318 children, in 2005-2006 – 1 415 children, in 2004-2005 – 1 464 children). 

In 2006 there were Gypsy forms in six schools, in which the language and writing of Romany was acquired in an extended manner in addition to the basic education programme implemented in the official language. 

Schools most frequently choose to implement such educational programmes (models No. 2 and No. 3) in basic education programmes of ethnic minorities (approximately 25% of all basic education programmes), in which approximately one quarter of the study subjects is taught in Latvian.

In order to ensure preparation of teachers for ethnic minority schools, study programmes are being developed in institutions of higher education so that specialists for acquisition of an ethnic minority language could also be prepared in any of the modules of the programme. Similarly themes regarding latitude and tolerance towards the dissimilar/different and regarding cultures of ethnic minorities are included in programmes of further education courses. 

5.5. Social Correction
 

The SCEI fulfils the function of a general educational institution in performing pedagogical work, implementing social correction educational programmes and ensuring acquisition of mandatory general basic education. A social correction educational programme intends to organise the values education of pupils and preparation thereof for social reintegration. Juvenile offenders are provided with such knowledge and skills, which are necessary for an independent life in society, as well as there is an opportunity to acquire professional skills. If necessary, the SCEI ensures treatment for alcoholism, drug addiction, addiction to toxic substances and other illnesses.

Pupils of the SCEI are placed only with a decision of a court (a judge). In accordance with regulatory enactments compulsory measures of a correctional nature may be applied to minors from 11 to 18 years of age. The SCEI applies placement of minors to those young persons who have committed socially harmful offences provided for in the Criminal Law. In accordance with the Law On Application of Compulsory Measures of a Correctional Nature to Children, there are two SCEIs in Latvia, which are subordinate to the Ministry of Education and Science.

SCEI “Naukšēni”, which is intended for girls (30 pupils), operates in the Naukšēni Parish of the Valmiera District. There were on average 17 pupils there in 2006. District courts apply the placement in a SCEI as a compulsory measure of education to minor girls in less cases than to boys, so the MoES performed measures in 2006 so that boys aged from 11 to 14 years of age, in relation to whom a decision of the court regarding less serious offences was taken, could also be placed in this institutions. Thus the unfavourable conditions in work with younger children reduce in the SCEI “Strautiņi”.

SCEI “Strautiņi”, which is intended for boys (80 pupils), operates in the Alsviķi Parish of the Alūksne District. There are on average 70 pupils a year.

The greater part of adolescents who are in the SCEI “Strautiņi” have avoided attending an educational institution or have not studied protractedly. The largest number of such children come from Riga and other largest towns of Latvia. They have no basic knowledge in mathematics, their mother tongue, as well as other study subjects. Due to the referred to problem the first four grades are formed in the SCEI “Strautiņi”, although children are placed here only from the age of 11 years of age. The SCEI “Strautiņi” works hard to reduce the emotional stress of these children, an individual social correction and pedagogical correction plan has been developed for each pupil. A system of inducements and punishments serves for the promotion of good behaviour.

Since October 2006 a full load to an educational psychologist and a part-time load – to teachers has been ensured in the SCEI “Strautiņi”, a position of a social counsellor, four additional positions of regime wardens, as well as one position of the head of a structural unit whose duties include co-ordination of the work of the regime wardens, responsibility for the arbitrarily absent pupils and other issues have been introduced. Since the introduction of the referred to positions at the institution, the number of instances of escape and traumas, including traumas suffered in the case of mutual conflicts, has reduced.

 

5.6. Vocational Oriented Music and Art Education
 
Altogether 142 local government vocationally oriented institutions of cultural education operated in all regions of Latvia in 2006: Altogether 62 music schools, 36 art schools, 44 music and art schools, in which educational programmes of music, art and dance were implemented. 

The number of pupils in 2006 continued to increase (20 536, in 2005 – 20 170).

Young musicians, artists and dancers from Latvia participated in international competitions and shows achieving very good results – they brilliantly expressed their talent in competitions in France, Italy, the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Greece, Poland, Slovakia, Rumania, Russia, Japan and other countries. The largest number of prize-winners was from the E. Dārziņš Secondary School of Music and music schools of P. Jurjāns and J. Mediņš, as well as the Jūrmala and Baldone music schools (see Figure 11).

 

Figure 11. Number of Prize-Winners of the Prize of the Ministry of Culture for Achievements in International Competitions, Expositions and Shows in the Field of Arts
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Source: data of the MoC.
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5.7. Vocationally Oriented Physical Education
 
 Altogether 80 vocationally oriented sports schools (clubs) operated in 2006 with a total number of 38 022 pupils. Although the number of institutions has increased by 1 institution, the number of pupils has a tendency to decrease.

An opportunity to go in for 38 types of sports was ensured in these educational institutions under the guidance of 1173 specialists and instructors, and the main types were basketball, football, track and field athletics, volleyball, different fight sports, orienteering and swimming. 

7 of all these schools are specialised (gymnastics, rowing, downhill skiing, toboggan sports, swimming, tennis and ice hockey), and 1300 pupils study therein, but pupils of the Murjāņi Sports Gymnasium (204) have an opportunity to acquire a qualitative general education alongside with the training.

While preparing for the 5th Sports Congress of Latvia, January 2006 was announced as the sports month, within the framework of which many sports activities took place with the motto “Laiks sportam!” [Time for sport!], for example, many famous sportspersons conducted sports lessons in schools.

 

5.8. Provision of Extra-curricular Education
 

The objective of extra-curricular education is to develop the abilities and talents of children and young people, to ensure opportunities for self-expression and development of their individuality, to ensure sapid and useful opportunities for spending rest and leisure, to promote the development of civil and national identity, to promote preventive work for prevention of negative tendencies among young people, to ensure direction of career choice, as well as to acquire additional education for practical work and life.

Extra-curricular educational institutions founded by local governments, general educational institutions, vocational and vocational oriented educational institutions, private educational institutions implement extra-curricular education, involving children and young people from 3 to 25 years of age.

Different educational programmes are offered in extra-curricular education (see Figure 12):

• cultural education programmes (dance art, music, visual and applied arts, theatre art etc.),

• technical creation programmes (technical modelling, model car building, electronics, video, photo etc.),

• environmental educational programmes (4H clubs, guides, ecology, floristry, environmental researchers, zoology, botany etc.),

• youth work programmes (student local governments, youth clubs and interest groups, boy scouts and girl guides etc.),

• sports programmes (dance sport dances, chess and draughts, orienteering, tourism, basketball etc.),

• others (journalism, school of aesthetics, style lessons, foreign language, creative writing etc.).

 

Figure 12. Distribution of Pupils Involved in Extra-curricular Educational Programmes According to Programmes
[image: image15.emf]Jaunatnes darbs

4%

Vides izglītība

3%

Tehniskā 

jaunrade

5%

Kultūrizglītība

61%

Sports

18%

Sociālais darbs

1%

Citas

8%


	Source: data of the MoES.
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Extra-curricular educational programmes are financed from budget resources of local governments and from the State budget as earmarked grants to local governments of the Republic cities and districts for partial work remuneration and mandatory State social insurance payments of teachers of extra-curricular educational programmes, contributions of parents and other financial resources (projects, funds etc.).

The Advisory Council of Directors of Extra-curricular Educational Institutions, the basic task of which is to develop proposals for planning of development of interest education and implementation thereof in the State, as well as advisory councils and expert commissions of different genres, which in turn develop proposals, submit evaluations and future visions in the development of the genre, operate in co-operation with specialists of the SYIC. The number of pupils involved in extra-curricular educational programmes is demonstrated in Table 33.

 
Table 33. Number of Pupils Involved in Extra-curricular Educational Programmes (from 3 to 25 years of age)

	 
	2005
	2006

	Number of students in general and special educational institutions,

from them engaged in interest educational programmes:
	283 947
	266 111

	in general and special educational institutions
	197 806
	197 521

	in extra-curricular educational institutions founded by local governments
	78 944
	63 327

	in extra-curricular educational institutions founded by private persons, associations and undertakings
	2017
	1683

	in vocationally oriented educational institutions
	4564
	4837


Source: data of the MoES.

 

 According to data of the CSB, there were 100 extra-curricular educational institutions with 80 519 involved pupils operating in Latvia in 2006 (82 institutions with 80 961 pupils in 2005), but according to the registered educational institutions of the MoES there were 65 extra-curricular educational institutions founded by local governments operating in Latvia in 2006 (children and youth interest centres, environmental education centres and technical creation establishments), in which 2112 teachers worked and 63 327 pupils were occupied (of these 1931 were children with special needs). Distribution of pupils involved in interest educational programmes according to age (form) groups is demonstrated in Figure 13.

 

Figure 13. Distribution of Pupils Involved in Extra-curricular Educational Programmes According to Age (Form) Groups
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More and more rest and leisure rooms or centres are established in educational institutions, where children and young people may spend their rest and leisure as they wish – in meeting friends, playing board games, reading books, drawing, constructing, watching movies, etc. – without engaging in any specific extra-curricular educational programmes.

5.8.1. Cultural Education Programmes
 
 Altogether there were 2 395 artistic collectives in 2006 where 43 900 children and young people participated, and it was 8% of collectives and 7% of participants less than in 2005 (2 588 collectives, 47 000 participants). 

 

5.8.1.1. Theatre
There were 478 school theatres, 23 school puppet theatres and approximately 100 theatre sports teams that operated in the State in the school 2005-2006 year, and approximately 12 500 participants were engaged in collectives thereof. An increase in the number of participants of theatre collectives was observed.

Year 2006 was the year of the III Festival of School Theatres of Latvia. More than 1 500 participants participated in the closing of the festival in Daugavpils and 87 performances and 10 performances of puppet theatres were shown, 20 teams participated in the final tournaments of the theatre sports. 

Altogether 42 winners of regional competitions participated in the final of the traditional public speaking competition “Zvirbulis” in Berķenele (Daugavpils District).

 In order to ensure the professional development of pedagogues of school theatres, 36-hour courses “Opportunities for the Development of Work of Pedagogues of School Theatres, Using the Latest Methods in Acquisition of Elements of Direction, Public Speaking, Artistic Proficiency” were organised. In all 29 listeners participated in the courses. 

The seminar “Basic Principles for Formation of Literary Compositions” was very popular with the pedagogues of school theatres. Altogether 135 pedagogues from all regions participated therein.

5.8.1.2. Music
 

In Latvia 875 choirs of general educational institutions and extra-curricular educational institutions operated at the beginning of 2006. In comparison with the previous school years (957 choirs were operating in 2005), the number of choirs has a tendency to decrease. It has several reasons:

it is not possible to assemble choir groups in separate educational institutions because of the small number of pupils;

free choice of the music subject in secondary educational programme has an impact on the engaging of secondary school adolescents in choirs;

there is a lack of qualified conductors of children’s choirs.

The I Reunion of Choirs of Forms 2-4 of General Educational Schools of Latvia “Tauriņu balsis” [Butterfly voices] took place for the first time in 2006, and it gathered the youngest singers of Latvia. This choir group does not participate in the school youth song celebration, thus a new tradition for choir singers of primary school was established. Altogether 85 choirs with 3 405 participants participated in the region choir competitions.

 The Latvian folk song singing contest “Lakstīgala” [Nightingale] of school youth took place in the regions of Latvia for the fourth time in 2006. A total of 47 teams with 205 participants participated in the singing contests. Altogether 120 children from all the regions and 27 pedagogues participated in the closing event. During the contest the children and young people acquired folk songs from the Latvian folk song collection “Lakstīgala” arranged by R. Zuika, became acquainted with Latvian traditions and games, regional national costumes, and music instruments. 

 In order to ensure a successful course of events, informative educational seminars were organised for the managers of methodological unions of music masters and conductors of school choirs, methodological provision of measures and 36-hour courses for managers of methodological unions of music masters, in which 50 participants participated, were developed. 

 Altogether 685 small music collectives – vocal ensembles, pop groups, instrumental ensembles, vocal instrumental ensembles –, as well as 371 soloists – vocalists and instrumentalists – operated in Latvia in January 2006. In order to develop and improve the musical skills and abilities of small music collectives and soloists, as well as to evaluate the results of the study year, the musical competition “DO-RE-MI” was organised. A total of 202 collectives (900 participants) participated in the second round of the competition, which took place in the regions. In comparison with the preceding year, the number of children and young people in small music collectives reduced because the number of children in the State reduced.

In 2006 school brass bands commenced preparation for the VI School Brass Band Festival of Latvia, region shows took place, in which compositions of the festival were performed and evaluated. Altogether 33 collectives, with 1036 participants, participated in the shows. Also a competition of marching bands (performance of a composition while the band is in movement) took place for the first time within the scope of the shows. Introduction of the marching band genre in school brass bands was one of the priorities in 2006.

In analysing the results both in the concert programme and the competition of marching bands, it may be concluded the artistic performance of school brass bands became better. However, there is a very essential problem, which should be solved – renewal of material and the technical basis of brass bands (purchase of instruments and sheet music).

5.8.1.3. Dance
 

 In 2006 almost 8 000 participants participated in events in the field of folk dance, and it is one third of the dancers of dance collectives of the Republic schools, moreover, there were 279 folk dance collectives of children with 7 682 participants in recreation and national centres. 

Methodological materials – descriptions of dances – were prepared and folk dance events were organised in the accounting year: new dances competition “Mēs un deja” [Dance and Us], creative event “Tiekamies dejā” [Meet in Dance], dance festival “Latvju bērni danci veda” [Latvian Children Led a Dance], in which altogether 6 500 dancers participated at two locations – Valka and Talsi. The objective of the event was to survey the artistic level of collectives, to get acquainted with and to evaluate the folk dance programmes of the districts.

 In the first half of 2006 seminars were organised for the managers of dance collectives of vocational education institutions in order to prepare for the event “Amats ir pamats” [Profession is the foundation], in which 35 dance collectives of vocational education institutions participated.

Further educational courses for dance pedagogues “Newest Methods in Development of Dance Study Programmes for Children, Preservation of Traditional Culture Heritage and Improvement of Pedagogical Work” were organised in 2006. 

 There were more than 700 collectives of modern dances (free dance, breakdance, disco dance, show dance, hip-hop, stage dance) in Latvia, in which around 11 000 participants performed, in 2006. In 2006 an event “Mūsdienu deju festivāls 2006” [Modern Dance Festival 2006] was organised, and it consisted of two competitions – a competition for collectives-beginners “Dejas brīnums” [Wonder of the Dance] and a competition for experienced dancers “Jaunā, straujā paaudze NRG 2006” [New, Rapid Generation NRG 2006]. Performances of 202 dance collectives were evaluated, and 10 of these collectives were granted Level 1, while 24 collectives gained – Level 2, and 30 collectives – Level 3.

 A new project was developed during the accounting year – Grand Concert of Open-air Programmes of Modern Dances where a new direction will be tried in the genre of modern dance. In this concert the modern dance will have an opportunity to express as a field dance, concurrently joining performance of several collectives. Implementation of the project was commenced in the second half of 2006, and it will be concluded in the summer of 2007.

 In 2006 a meeting of the Commission of Modern Dance Experts took place, in which experts examined and accepted the by-law of the Modern Dance Festival, the composition of the jury commission, the Grand Concert of Open-air Programmes of Modern Dances, and the Programme for Preparation of the X Latvian School Youth Song and Dance Celebration. 

5.8.1.4. Visual and Applied Arts
 

Programmes of applied arts offer the children and young people varied classes (ceramic art, leather-dressing, woodworking, metal working, sewing, modelling etc.). Due to this reason the number of pupils in these programmes is almost twice as high in comparison to the number of pupils engaged in programmes of visual art. In comparison with the preceding years the number of participants in programmes of visual and applied arts increased. 

In 2006 in total 540 hobby groups (more than 9000 participants) implemented programmes of visual art, and 922 hobby groups (15 300 participants) – programmes of applied arts. 

 The most important tasks in 2006 in the field of visual and applied arts were organisation of the 34th International Exhibition of Children’s Art “LIDICE” and an exhibition of applied arts “Raibais otējums” [Multi-coloured painting], as well as informative educational seminars for the organisers of these events.

 Altogether 250 participants participated in the work exhibition of the 34th International Exhibition of Children’s Art “LIDICE 2006” and submitted 1 145 works. In all 198 works were nominated to the exhibition of the 3rd round of the competition in the Lidice Exhibition Hall in the Czech Republic. Of these 37 pupils became prize-winners in this round, and 5 of them got medals.

 In the school year 2005-2006 the SYIC in co-operation with UNESCO and VILORI implemented the co-project of visual and applied arts “Heirs of World Culture”, closing of which took place in the spring of 2006, and 30 works of the best authors of visual and applied arts participated therein.

 It is planned to preserve already well-tried measures recognised by hobby groups of extra-curricular education – exhibitions of visual and applied arts in districts, towns, regions – during the preparation period of the X Latvian School Youth Song and Dance Celebration, as well as the Art Celebration as one of the creative activities during the Song and Dance Celebration. 

5.8.2. Technical Creation
 

More than 7000 children and young people engaged in technical creation hobby groups of extra-curricular education. The number of pupils in technical creation hobby groups of extra-curricular education has decreased in comparison with the previous years. The most popular were the video and photography hobby groups, as well as of model car building hobby groups. Less popular were the hobby groups of model aircraft building, model ship building and radionics.

 One international event and 15 events of State significance were organised in technical creation in 2006: the competition of extra-curricular educational institutions of the Baltic States in model car building, the show of works and photographs of Latvian pupils’ radionics hobby groups, the SYIC prize contest in minicar sport, competition in motor sport, car multi-competition with karts, competitions in different types of model building (track cars, aircraft, rockets, ships), as well as the competition of technical modelling and kite flying for children of junior forms “Pūķu svētki” [Kite Festival]. Technical creation events were organised in co-operation with Latvian and international sport federations.

 Technical model building competitions of junior forms were marked in 2006 with the increase of the number of participants – 22 teams from different districts of Latvia came to the closing event in Saldus.

 Not only experienced participants, but also beginners had an opportunity to participate in model building competitions in 2006. More than 150 participants from 11 extra-curricular educational institutions participated in track model building competitions in the beginner group. 

 As usual the photography competition “Reportāža” [Reporting] was very popular – 380 works were sent in for jury examination in three age groups. 

 A reunion of the participants of minicar construction hobby groups was organised in Riga, by the Motor Museum in co-operation with the Minicar Commission of the AFL.

A by-law of Latvian minicar sport competitions for the Latvian Championship, which will take place for the first time in 2007, as well as the duties of organisers of competitions and technical provisions of competitions were drawn up in co-operation with the Kart Commission and the Inertial Automobile Commission of the AFL.

5.8.3. Hobby Groups in the Field of Environmental Education
 

 In analysing the work done in 2006, it may be concluded that success in preserving the interest of children in environmental education projects was achieved because the number of participants in all projects remained at the level of preceding years or even slightly increased, i.e., more than 12 000 children and young people engaged in environmental education hobby groups.

Altogether in the 4H Club Organisation of Latvia (in 189 4H clubs) more than 2500 children and young people were engaged in 2006 with the purpose of acquiring the basics of entrepreneurship by drawing up individual and group projects in any of these fields of activity – agriculture, housekeeping, craft, study of local history, environmental exploration, with an objective to educate and engage children and young people in the establishment of harmonious, tidy environment for sustainable development in stimulating meaningful rest and leisure.

The Environmental School for Children and the environmental education centre for children and young people the Riga School of Natural Sciences continued and improved their activity. 

 The forum of new environmental researchers “Skolēni eksperimentē” [Pupils Experiment] took place in 2006, in which pupils demonstrated their researches and experiments. In total 124 participants with 55 works regarding the most varied themes related to the environment participated in the forum.

 Teams demonstrated their own cognitive games in the competition of cognitive games “Iepazīsti vidi” [Get Acquainted with the Environment]. In all 147 participants with 36 games participated in the competition. The 12 best games were selected for publication on the Internet.

 But in the conference “Esi vērīgs” [Be Observant], in which approximately 60 participants participated, presentation of pupils’ works, lectures, displays and varied workshops regarding water theme were organised. 

 In order to increase the awareness of teachers regarding the content of environmental education, 2 informative seminars for district methodologists and co-ordinators of environmental education took place in the accounting year. The course of projects and ideas of 2006 for subsequent action were discussed at the beginning of the year, and experience of the projects of previous years was analysed, indicating the opportunities to improve the quality thereof, changes in by-laws and the course of projects “Esi vērīgs” and “Mana izziņas taka” [My Inquiry Path] was discussed, by-laws of the 2007 events and game copyright issues were discussed in the autumn seminar. Specialists of the LEGMA delivered lectures regarding issues related to the protection of the ozone layer. Work at the survey of the further education necessary for interest education teachers was commenced.

5.8.4. Scientific Research Activity
 

 In order to promote the development of scientific world outlook of school youth and research activity, to rouse interest regarding studies in an institution of higher education and activities in science, as well as to promote the selection of the profession, the SYIC provides the scientific research work of pupils. The largest and most important events for the promotion of scientific research activity in 2006 were the 30th Scientific Conference of Pupils of Latvia, seminar of winners of the subject Olympiads and prize-winners of the scientific competitions of pupils “Beta” and study camp “Alfa”.

 Altogether 531 works drawn up by 646 pupils were applied to the 30th Scientific Conference of Pupils of Latvia. Works were reviewed in 22 sections (astronomy, biology, foreign linguistics and foreign literary theory and history, economics, philosophy, physics, chemistry, information science, culturology, theory and history of Latvian literature, Latvian linguistics, mathematics, art science, pedagogy, political science, psychology, sociology, law, health science, history and cultural and historical heritage, earth sciences and economic geography).

 In order to ensure continuous maintenance of contact with the intellectual potential of Latvia, establishment of contacts, exchange of mutual information and perspective development of the field, a reunion of participants of the study camp “Alfa” was organised in March 2006. A total of 200 participants participated therein.

 The seminar of winners of the subject Olympiads and prize-winners of the scientific competitions of pupils “Beta” took place for the 19th year. In this seminar pupils – participants of the summer study camp “Alfa” – continued to expand their knowledge by attending lectures and participating in practical classes in ecology, psychology, political science, provision of first aid and emergency medical assistance, history, as well as obtained more information regarding studies at the University of Latvia.

 In evaluating 2006, it must be concluded that research works drawn up by pupils have improved in quality. Latvian pupils are being provided with more opportunities to participate in international projects that are related to science. The tasks planned in 2006 in the field of scientific research work of pupils have been fulfilled.

 
5.8.5. Youth Activity Programmes

5.8.5.1. Participation of Student Local Governments and Youth in Civil Society
 
In order to emphasise the significance of activity of student local governments and evaluate the present situation in the activity of student local governments, the conference of Latvian student local governments “Participation of School Youth in Civil Society” took place in February 2006. More than 200 participants participated in the conference: leaders of student local governments, as well as teachers, local government specialists, foreign guests and representatives of different institutions.

 As at present student local governments have not been established in all educational institutions, as well as there is no united position in organisation of the work of local government, an advisory council, which draws up proposals for improvement of the work of student local governments in general and vocational education institutions, consults and informs advisors of students and pupils of local governments in schools, as well as promotes the development of methodological provision necessary for the operation of local governments, was established in 2006.

The 5th Latvian Youth Congress “Laužot stereotipus” [Breaking stereotypes] took place on 2 December 2006. More than 300 participants participated in the Congress – pupils, students, representatives of youth Non-governmental Organisations and interest groups, youth employees, co-ordinators of local government youth matters and representatives of State institutions. During the Congress the youth expressed their opinion in 14 work groups regarding topical directions of youth policy, exchanged information and provided recommendations for the improvement of youth policy. On the basis of the result of work groups, a draft resolution was drawn up with recommendations for the development of State youth policy. 

5.8.5.2. Boy Scouts and Girl Guides
 
Altogether 730 boy scouts and girl guides were engaged in the LSGCO. There were 26 Boy Scout troops and 22 Girl Guide groups in Riga, Cēsis, Valmiera, Madona, Jēkabpils, Preiļi, Daugavpils, Krāslava, Ludza, Rēzekne, Gulbene, Valka, Kuldīga, Dobele and Jelgava districts, including Polish and Russian groups.

The mission of the LSGCO is to establish a value system that is based on the laws and the promise of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides by involving children and young people in the process of non-formal education. By actively working for the benefit of society, to provide an opportunity to achieve personal fulfilment and to try making the world better.

5.8.5.3. Training of Youth Guards
 

A total of 1531 youth guards joined the Youth Guard in 2006, and in total there were 6530 young people from 12 to 18 years of age engaged in the Youth Guard movement forming 371 groups; the largest number of youth guards – 1 866 – was in the Latgale region. 

Training of youth guards was implemented in 70 Youth Guard base schools and 135 support schools. Youth guards participated in international co-operation projects, cultural events and events organised by local governments. Altogether 232 hikes and other events, in which 9 448 youth guards participated (in some events the same youth guards participated), took place in regions. In all 408 youth guards of the senior group received a graduating certificate of the Youth Guard training programme, which conforms to the requirements of the level of the NAF soldier.

A total of 48 of the youth guards who ended Youth Guard training in 2006 (636) serve in the units of the NAF, part of them joined the National Guard, as well as part – police structures. Altogether 106 youth guards continue education in the Police Academy of Latvia and the State Border Guard College.

 

5.8.6. Activity of Children’s and Youth Camps
 
 According to information provided by the co-ordinators of local government children’s camps, more than 25 500 children participated in camps in the summer season in 2006, including almost 1 989 children participated in social assistance and integration camps and 520 children – in camps for young people with special needs.

In order to improve, systemise and develop the operation of children’s camps, work involving drawing up of draft regulatory enactments took place, further education of the leaders of children’s camps was organised, co-operation with State and local government institutions, co-ordinators of work of local government children’s camps, educational institutions, public organisations and mass media took place for the provision of circulation of information. 

Eight training groups, in which 258 leaders of children’s and youth camps acquired certificates of camp leaders, were organised in 2006. The would-be camp leaders acquired both theoretical and practical knowledge and skills in a 72-hour programme, in fulfilling different tasks in pedagogy, psychology, first aid, fire safety, civil protection, financial matters, personnel management, methodology and communication. 

5.9. Other Rest and Leisure Activities
 

 The programme for promotion of reading “Bērnu žūrija” [Children’s Jury], which is organised by the Children’s Literature Centre of the National Library of Latvia and supported the SCCF, successfully operates in Latvia already for the sixth year and is characterised by the widest coverage in the State; it operates in each district engaging thousands of children as active readers and evaluators of books. There were 16 000 new readers in 510 libraries engaged in the reading marathon in 2006, collection of books travelled to 550 libraries. In comparison with the preceding year, twice as many schools engaged in the programme.

The Latvian Children’s and Youth Literature Council has commenced a wider programme for the promotion of children’s literature and reading “Baltā Vilka grāmatas” [Books of the White Wolf] since 2006, which offers the most active libraries and schools to participate in the “Jauno lasītāju plašā apvāršņa konkurss” [Contest of the Wide Horizon of New Readers]. 

The number and amount of the published literature for children and magazines for children and youth increased by 1% in 2006 in comparison with 2005, however, the amount of the published study literature for schools decreased. 

In 2006 the duration of programmes, the target audience of which are children and young people, increased by 15.5% in television and by 39% in radio.

5.10. Most Significant Tendencies in Provision of the Rights of Children to Education and Rest and Leisure
 

The demand for pre-school educational establishments still significantly exceeded the existing offer – the total number of pre-school age children in educational institutions in the school year 2006-2007 was 77 278 children, which was 2 310 children more than in the school year 2005-2006. In 2006 the demand for places in pre-school educational establishments increased by 9 807 places, however the number of places in pre-school educational establishments was insufficient, thus more than 24 887 children were in the queue to places in pre-school educational establishments at the end of 2006.

The number of children in first grade increased by 693 children in the school year 2006-2007, however, in general the number of pupils meanwhile continued to decrease in the basic education section. Demographic data testify that the number of students in the basic education section will continue to decrease during the next 4-5 years.

In all 6% of residents who have reached compulsory school age were not registered in any educational institution and did not study, the support for the inclusion of students from the social exclusion risk groups in the education system was insufficient.

The number of secondary school pupils who ended educational institutions without a certificate increased – there were 547 such pupils in the school year 2006-2007 (respectively 421 pupils in the school year 2005-2006), which means that a student has not obtained an evaluation in one of the subjects of study or one of the State examinations, which are the consequences of the quality of studies, including also regularity of attendance and non-attendance of studies. Insufficient co-operation of educational institution and parents (family) in the upbringing of children and young persons may be mentioned as one of the possible reasons for these problems.

The number of children and young persons who do not continue studies after ending basic school and secondary school increased – 23.7% of the pupils who finished secondary school and 5.6% of the pupils who finished basic school (in 2005 21.5% and 5.3% respectively).

In comparison with the school year 2005-2006 the number of pupils repeating the year in general education schools increased by 275 pupils, particularly in forms 6, 8 and 10 (by 142, 138, 164 pupils respectively).

Although inclusion of children with special needs in general educational schools continued, the special education support system, which would ensure a successful integration of students with special needs in the general educational system, was insufficient. The infrastructure of educational institutions did not ensure a sufficient accessibility to students with movement disorders.

The number of children who study in educational institutions with Latvian as the study language increased. 

In order to ensure preparation of teachers for ethnic minority schools, study programmes, which include the acquisition of an ethnic minority language, were developed in institutions of higher education. Programmes of further education courses for teachers include themes regarding latitude and tolerance towards the dissimilar/different and themes regarding cultures of ethnic minorities were included, however, integration of society at large was still insufficient, as well as tolerance and latitude towards the different in the society did not emerge.

Taking into account that the number of children of compulsory schooling year reduced, the number of pupils engaged in programmes of interest educational institutions did not increase. This number increased in individual fields – dance collectives, small music collectives, while the number of persons engaged in choirs and the field of technical creation decreased. However, the choice of programmes offered by extra-curricular education in the field of environmental education and youth activities expanded and had a tendency to encompass different regions of Latvia.

 

6. Rights of the Child to Special Protection
 

Children as the least protected group need special protection for a child in unfavourable situations of life when additional support, as well as special measures in the provision of the rights of the child are required from the State. Changes in the number of criminal offences, in which minors suffered, tendencies of social rehabilitation for children who have suffered from violence, indicators of social rehabilitation of children addicted to psychoactive substances are viewed in this Chapter. In Section 6.4 “Children in Conflict with the Law” tendencies of criminal offences committed by minors and court judgments of conviction, as well as indicators of the rights of minor prisoners to education, tendencies of social work and correctional social behaviour are viewed. In Section 6.5 “Children with Special Needs” changes in the number of disabled children and tendencies in services provided for disabled children are viewed.

6.1. Criminal Offences against a Child
 

In comparison with 2005 the number of criminal offences, in which minors suffered, decreased, however, the tendency to commit criminal offences against minors was still high, and in comparison with 2004 and 2003 the number of criminal offences against minors increased, not decreased (see Figure 14).

 

Figure 14. Number of Children who Suffered as the Result of Criminal Offences
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Source: CSB data.

In 2006 the number of children who suffered in criminal offences decreased by 51 children in comparison with 2005 (in 2006 – 2 304; in 2005 – 2 355), the number of children who suffered from intentional serious bodily injuries increased by two children (in 2006 – 11; in 2005 – 9). In 2006 the number of sex offences, in which minors suffered, decreased: rape decreased by 127 cases (in 2006 – 38; in 2005 – 165), forcible sexual assault decreased by 56 cases (in 2006 – 78; in 2005 – 134), immoral acts with a minor decreased by 134 cases (in 2006 – 29; in 2005 – 163). Cruelty and violence against minors decreased by 69 cases (in 2006 – 154; in 2005 – 223). The number of murdered children decreased by 6 children in 2006 (in 2006 – 1 child (attempt of murder); in 2005 – 6). 

However, in 2006 there was an increase in the number of children who suffered from such criminal offences as robberies – 254 (+63), thefts – 468 (+85) and hooliganism – 119 (+4). 

6.2. Social Rehabilitation for Children – Victims of Violence
 

The objective of social rehabilitation of children who have suffered from abuse is to provide a social rehabilitation service financed from the State budget in the place of residence and institution to such children, who have suffered from unlawful acts, as well as training of the relevant specialists. A psychologist, a psychotherapist or a social worker who has acquired a special training programme for rehabilitation of children who have suffered from abuse provides assistance to the child. 

These 7 rehabilitation institutions – the Talsi Women and Children’s Crisis Centre, Centre against Violence “Dardedze”, “Vidzeme Regional Support Centre “Dardedze””, Zante Family Crisis Centre, Allaži Children’s and Family Support Centre “Austrumi”,  Dobele Town Council, Krāslava Children’s Social Rehabilitation Centre “Mūsmājas”, – provided social rehabilitation services for the resources of State budget in 2006. In comparison with 2005 the number of institutions, which provide social rehabilitation services to abuse victims for the resources of State budget, increased by three institutions in 2006.
In 2006 social rehabilitation services to children who have suffered from abuse were provided to 226 children more than in 2005 (in 2005 – to 1434 children; in 2006 – to 1660 children). Of these 866 children received these services at their place of residence, but 794 children – in an institution (see Figure 15). Of the children who received the service 775 were boys and 750 – girls. 

There were 256 children more than in 2005, who suffered from combined abuse, rehabilitated in 2006 (in 2005 – 139 cases). The number of rehabilitated children who suffered from sexual abuse decreased by 43 children (in 2005 – 109 cases), but the number of children who suffered from physical abuse increased by 16 cases (in 2005 – 320 cases).

 

Figure 15. Social Rehabilitation of Children who Have Suffered from Illegal Acts
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The number of recipients of social rehabilitation services in an Institution and place of residence for children who have suffered from illegal acts according to the type of abuse is demonstrated in Table 34.

 
Table 34. Number of Recipients of Social Rehabilitation Services in an Institution and Place of Residence for Children who Have Suffered from Illegal Acts

	 

	2004
	2005
	2006

	Emotional

	353

	397

	515


	Physical

	285

	320

	336


	Neglect

	177

	135

	213


	Sexual

	74

	109

	66


	Combined

	101

	139

	395


	In total
:
	990
	1100
	1525 

	inc. girls

	449

	500

	750


	inc. boys

	541

	600

	775



	


Source: data of the SSB.

 In 2006 social rehabilitation of children who have suffered from illegal acts increased by 29%. Provision of social rehabilitation service to children, who have suffered from illegal acts, at the place of residence was hindered by the lack of psychologists who have the right to provide this service in accordance with Cabinet Regulation No. 208 of 8 June 1999, Procedures for Provision of Assistance Necessary to a Child who has Suffered from Illegal Acts.

6.3. Social Rehabilitation of Children Addicted to Psychoactive Substances
 

In 2006 social rehabilitation was provided to 59 children addicted to psychoactive substances. The average number of children who received social rehabilitation for children addicted to psychoactive substances increased by 8% in 2006 (see Figure 16).

 

Figure 16. Dynamics of Social Rehabilitation Services for Children Addicted to Psychoactive Substances
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Although the number of children who received social rehabilitation from psychoactive substances increased in 2006, the number of children who would require the referred to service was significantly higher. Due to this reason it would be necessary to promote compulsory social rehabilitation of minors from psychoactive substances by making the necessary amendments to the Cabinet Regulation No. 914 of 6 November 2006, Procedures, by which Persons Addicted to Psychoactive Substances Receive Social Rehabilitation Services.

6.4. Children in Conflict with the Law
 

According to the data of the CSB, the number of criminal offences committed by minors reduced in 2006. In total minors committed 1 782 criminal offences in 2006, which is 944 criminal offences less than in 2005 when 2 726 criminal offences were committed (see Table 35).

 
Table 35. Criminal Offences Committed by Minors (from 14-17 Years of Age)
	 

	1995

	2003

	2004

	2005

	2006


	In total, including:
	2591
	4255
	4189
	2726
	1782

	Murders, including attempts

	14

	11

	10

	11

	4


	Infliction of serious bodily injuries

	19

	20

	18

	11

	5


	Rapes, including attempts

	25

	10

	7

	5

	5


	Robberies

	69

	256

	212

	154

	96


	Property thefts

	1922

	2490

	2413

	1532

	707


	Hooliganism

	137

	257

	296

	211

	135



	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 

 The number of criminal offences committed by minors reduced in 2006. It is positive that the number of serious criminal offences reduced. Thus in 2006 minors committed 4 murders, which was 7 murders less than in 2005, and the number of serious bodily injuries reduced by 6 cases.

 Although the number of criminal offences significantly reduced, the number of court judgments of conviction decreased only slightly (see Figure 17).

 

Figure 17. Criminal Offences Committed by Minors and Convicted Minors
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 In 2006 the number of minors registered in individual preventive work decreased. Thus in 12 months of 2006 1 473 (-864) minors were recorded in the preventive register in accordance with Section 58 of the Protection of the Rights of the Child Law, and there were 2070 (-480) minors in the policy register in the State at the end of the accounting period. 

 The number of minors who committed criminal offences while being included in the register of the State Police decreased in the preceding year – 344 (-65), however, the number of the referred to persons increased in separate districts: of 154 minors registered in the Liepāja Town and District Police Department 31 minors repeatedly committed a criminal offence, in Riga – respectively 292 (55), Rēzekne – 69 (18), Valka – 40 (13), Ludza – 39 (57). 

 In comparison with the respective period of time of the preceding year, the number of those minors who regularly, arbitrarily left their place of residence slightly reduced in 2006 – 305 (-31). This problem is still very urgent because children who regularly wander can be easily involved in committing criminal offences, as well as become the victims of criminal offences themselves. Thus the State Police in co-operation with local government institutions should pay more attention to the individual preventive work with minor offenders by involving them in programmes for social behaviour correction and social assistance.

  In 2006 State Police inspectors who worked in the field of prevention of child crime took decisions regarding commencement of criminal procedures in 1759 cases, criminal procedures were transferred according to jurisdiction thereof in 368 cases, 499 criminal procedures are in record-keeping at present. Altogether 1442 tasks of performers of procedures were executed during the accounting period. 

 In 2006 in all 161 minors were released from sentence, in specifying compulsory measures of correctional nature. In all 258 decisions were taken in accordance with Section 373, Paragraph four of the Criminal Law. As well 109 materials were sent to local administrative commissions in accordance with the Law On Application of Compulsory Measures of Correctional Nature to Children. A total of 6410 submissions, complaints and proposals from citizens were examined, and 3059 preventive measures were organised. In 2006 inspectors drew up 2834 protocols regarding an administrative violation to minor persons. 

 In 2006 actual deprivation of liberty with a court judgment of conviction was adjudged in 345 cases, which was 87 cases more than in 2005. Forced labour was applied in 214 cases, which was 29 cases more than in 2005. As well 52 persons were released from sentence, which was 28 cases less than in 2005. The application of compulsory measures of a correctional nature also reduced by 22 cases (in 2005 – 46) (see Table 36).

 

Table 36. Convicted Minors According to Types of Individual Criminal Offences (14-17  Years of Age)

	 

	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Convicted minors in total,
including regarding:
	1063

	1838

	1786

	1 402

	1346


	Crimes against property
	885

	1403

	1329

	1031

	1182


	Murders, including attempts
	9

	14

	9

	10

	6


	Rapes, including attempts
	10

	17

	9

	2

	4


	Hooliganism
	73

	183

	177

	156

	116


	Infliction of serious bodily injuries
	9

	17

	17

	8

	17


	Illegal preparation, storage and selling of narcotic substances 
	3

	45

	51

	32

	15



	


Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia”.

 

Although the number of criminal offences committed by minors reduced, the number of persons convicted with a court judgment was only 56 cases less than in 2005. It testifies that the time necessary for examination of cases of minors in courts reduced, and it may be related to the changes in regulation of criminal proceedings and to Section 1, Paragraph four of the Criminal Procedure Law, which specifies that criminal proceedings against an underage person shall have preference, in comparison with similar criminal proceedings against a person of legal age, in the ensuring of a reasonable term.

6.4.1. Minors in Places of Imprisonment
 
The proportion of minor prisoners in Latvia on 1 January 2006 was 1.8% from the total number of prisoners. Altogether in 2006 there was a large proportion of convicted persons who served their sentence in closed prisons – 73.2% (in 2005 – 72%), partially closed prisons – 18%, open prisons – 5.9%, correctional institutions for minors – 2.9%.

According to data of the Ministry of Justice 191 minor prisoners were in places of imprisonment in year 2006. Of those 127 were convicted and 64 – detained minors. Minor prisoners are placed in five places of imprisonment – in the Cēsis Correctional Institution for Minors, Matīsa, Iļģuciems, Daugavpils and Liepāja prisons. 

Arrested minor persons are placed in separate units of investigation prisons (in Daugavpils Prison, Matīsa Prison) or in separate cells (in Liepāja Prison) and are separated from detained persons who have reached legal age, and it conforms to the UNO provisions regarding protection of minors who have been deprived of liberty (Resolution No. 45/113 of 14 December 1990). In investigation prisons, which have technical capabilities, minors are placed in separate units. 

However, it is necessary to take additional measures in ensuring the rights of minor arrested persons in order to ensure  appropriate and humane treatment during detention. A specific category of minors to whom the necessary attention is not paid during criminal proceedings is minor arrested persons. When such persons are under arrest they are in much worse conditions than minor convicted persons although the court has not yet proved the guilt of the arrested persons. 

6.4.2. Education in Places of Imprisonment
 

Article 112 of the Constitution of the Republic of Latvia specifies everyone’s right to education. In 2006 minors in places of imprisonment were ensured with an opportunity to educate in Daugavpils, Matīsa, Liepāja and Iļģuciems prisons where minor imprisoned persons were educated in local government institutions for resources of the respective local governments. Measures of general education were ensured in the Cēsis Correctional Institution for Minors by teachers of this institution. 

Basic educational programmes of pedagogical correction and basic educational programmes of pedagogical correction for ethnic minorities, basic educational programmes and basic educational programmes for ethnic minorities, as well as general secondary educational programmes of comprehensive orientation were licensed and implemented for instructing of prisoners in the school year 2005-2006. 

 

Figure 18. Age Structure of Convicted Persons
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	Source: data provided by the MoES.
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Altogether 32% of prisoners were young persons – persons from 15 to 25 years of age from whom approximately 10% were minors and 30% of prisoners were young persons from 18 to 25 years of age (see Figure 18).

Altogether in 2006 191 minor arrested persons, 270 minor convicted persons, 36 minor prisoners were engaged in general educational measures and received a certificate for acquisition of basic education.

Minor prisoners were also engaged in an interest educational programme with an objective to promote development of a civically and socially active personality. Mainly interest educational programmes of English, development of trade skills (woodworking, artistic metal processing) and computer sciences are implemented. 

6.4.3. Community Service and Social Rehabilitation Measures
 

The State Probation Service commenced the fulfilment of a compulsory measure of a correctional nature – community service – to minors beginning with 7 April 2005 (previously it was the function of local government). 

Community service to minors is a compulsory measure of a correctional nature, which a minor performs without remuneration in some institution in the vicinity of his or her place of residence during the free time. Community service is applied to minors from 11-18 years of age for a violation of law committed by them. In 2006 a total of 137 files of minor clients in the field of community service were arranged at the State Probation Service. In total persons to whom a compulsory measure of a correctional nature – community service was applied worked 2965 hours of community work. Most frequently community service was applied for theft, hooliganism, fraud and misappropriation in a small amount and for intentional destruction and damaging of property. The most frequently performed work in the field of community service was daily cleaning of premises, gathering of leaves, weeding of plant beds, arranging of books on shelves, sewing thereof, preparation of firewood for the heating season, washing of windows and other work.

Forced labour – criminal penalty is applied from 14 years of age. In 2006 the State Probation Service arranged and organised fulfilment of forced labour to 909 children and young persons from 14 to 25 years of age. In 2006 in all 49% of the SPS clients were young people in the age category from 15-25 years of age who voluntarily engaged in settlement. Altogether 251 settlement of parties was managed in 2006. In 2006 a total of 2122 convicted persons from 14-24 years of age were under the supervision of the State Probation Service, and it formed 34% from the total number of the probation clients to be supervised. Of the convicted persons 1951 persons were imposed a suspended sentence, 50 – conditionally released prior to the completion of their basic sentence and 121 – conditionally released from criminal liability. 

6.4.4. Correction of Social Behaviour
 

The number of cases when compulsory measures of social correction were adjudged reduced; if there were 286 minors in social correction institution in 2000, then there was only 71 minors in 2006. Moreover, only one minor was placed in a social correction educational institution by a court judgment in 2006. 

It may be explained with the uselessness and inefficiency of compulsory measures – placement in a social correction institution, because the socially educating objective is not being achieved in the referred to institution. Moreover, in one social correction institution there is a possibility that minors of different age reside, as well as previously punished children reside together with previously unpunished children. Taking this into account, it would be necessary to revise and form a new system of compulsory measures of a correctional nature, paying attention to the reforming of social correction educational institutions.

 In order to prevent repeated committing of criminal offences and achieve a change in the behaviour and thinking of the committer of criminal offence, the State Probation Service commenced implementation of social behaviour correction programmes. The State Probation Service organised work involving probation programmes in deprivation of liberty institutions – Cēsis Correctional Institution for Minors, Matīsa, Daugavpils and Liepāja prisons – within the framework of social behaviour correction programmes, as well as organised work involving youth groups in the correctional education institution “Strautiņi” in Alūksne.

6.5. Children with Special Needs
The number of disabled children has a general tendency to decrease. It is related to the fact that until 1 January 2004 the attending physician specified to a person up to 16 years of age the status of disability of a child taking into account the diagnosis of diseases. From 1 January 2004 disability expert-examinations to all persons is performed by the SMCEHWA. Thus determination of unjustified disability to children is prevented and a more unbiased determination of disability is promoted. In 2006 units of the SMCEHWA performed disability expert-examinations to 4997 children (in 2005 – 4368), including primarily – to 2145 children or 42.9% of the total number of children who passed through the commission. The number of children to whom disability was determined for the first time reduced from 4107 persons to 1331 persons or by 67.6% during the time period from 2004 to 2006. In total the number of disabled children reduced, and it is demonstrated in Figure 19.

Figure 19. Number of Disabled Children
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Source: collection of CSB statistical data “Children in Latvia” (2007).
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Families, which raise a disabled child, receive a supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child, the amount of which is LVL 50 per month. The number of recipients of the referred to allowance in 2006 decreased by 563 recipients in comparison with 2005 (in 2006 – 8067 recipients; in 2005 – 8630 recipients). A tendency of decrease of the number of recipients of a supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child has already been observed since 2005.

In 2006 a new type of State social allowance was specified – an allowance for the care of a disabled child, which is being granted since 1 January 2006. The objective thereof is to provide additional State support to families, in which a disabled child with serious functional disorders is being taken care of, thus ensuring a more wholesome development and safer care of disabled children at home. An allowance is granted to a person who takes care of a child of up to 18 years of age to whom the SMCEHWA has determined a disability and issued a statement regarding the necessity of special care due to serious physical and functional disorders. The amount of the allowance is LVL 50. Thus with introduction of the new allowance a person, in taking care of a disabled child to whom a necessity of special care has been determined, receives both the supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child (LVL 50 per month) and the allowance for disabled child care. In the result the amount of the support provided to the referred to person by the State in the form of an allowance reaches LVL 100 per month. The average number of recipients of the allowance for disabled child care per month in 2006 was 573 persons (data provided by the MoW).

However, concurrently children demonstrate special needs that are not related to disability. From 1 January 2005 State support, the monthly amount of which conforms to the amount of the supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child – approximately LVL 50 per month, is specified to children up to 18 years of age suffering from celiac disease who have not been specified as having a disability (and thus the supplement to the State family benefit for a disabled child is not granted). In 2005 on average 439 persons per month received the State support to children suffering from celiac disease, and in 2006 on average up to 924 persons received it per month, and the number thereof increased twofold. 

Care in continuous social care and rehabilitation institutions from resources of the State budget is provided to children with severe mental development disorders, orphans and children left without parental care suffering from functional disorders.

Care for disabled children with severe mental development disorders from 4 to 18 years of age is provided in specialised State children’s social care centres and specialised units of children’s social care centres. At the beginning of 2006 the number of disabled children living in children’s care institutions was 72 children more than in 2005 (in 2006 – 611 disabled children; in 2005 – 683 disabled children). 

In 2006 there were 5 State social care centres for children, 44 local government social care centres for children, 3 State specialised social care centres for children and 14 NGO and familial homes for children operating, in which there were 505, 1614, 238 and 264 children respectively. 

 

Table 37. Number of Children’s Care Institutions and Number of Children Therein

	 

	Children’s social care centres

	Local government social care centres for children 

	Specialised State social care centres for children 

	 

	1995

	2006

	2005

	1995

	2006

	2005

	1995

	2006
	2005


	Number of institutions

	6

	5

	5

	38

	44

	44

	3

	3

	3


	Number of children in institutions

	791

	505

	485

	1618

	1614

	2170

	446

	238
	356



	


Source: summary of statistical reports of the SSB regarding 2006.

 

Care for disabled children with severe mental development disorders is ensured in three specialised State social care centres for children – “Ezerkrasti”, “Baldone” and “Veģi”. During 2006 the number of children in these centres reduced from 356 to 238 children, and it was affected by the small number of newly admitted children – 28 children (in 2005 – 32 children) and the increasing number of children who left (see Table 37). In 2006 a total of 146 children (in 2005 – 35 children) left specialised social care centres for children, from whom 110 children upon reaching the age of majority were transferred to adult social care institutions (in 2005 – 24). 

In 2006 altogether 115 children received care provided by local governments at home, but in 2006 – 119 disabled children received it. The number of disabled children reduced by 4 disabled children, and it may be related to the general reduction in the number of disabled children.

Of all the 63 special educational institutions in Latvia in the school year 2006-2007  a total of 43  were for children with mental development disorders and 20 – for children with other special needs.

In total there were 10 849 pupils with special needs in the State. Of all 8336 pupils (3.5% of all pupils of basic education) studying in special schools in the school year 2006-2007 there were 4931 (2%) with mental development disorders and 3405 (1.5%) – with other special needs. Altogether 1040 pupils studied in special classes in general education schools. A total of 1473 pupils with special needs were integrated in general education schools.

There were 3633 children with special needs (both in 297 special groups of pre-school education and integrated in general pre-school education groups) included in educational institutions, which implemented special pre-school educational programmes in the school year 2006-2007. 
Altogether 114 general educational institutions implement special educational programmes. In 2006 the Commission for Licensing General Education Programmes licensed 56 special basic education programmes for students who have been integrated in general educational institutions, 37 of them were programmes for children with mental development disorders, 8 – for children with mental retardation, 6 – for children with movement disorders, 2 – for children with somatic diseases and 1 – for visually impaired children.

However, the integration of children with functional disorders is still low in general educational institutions where unavailability of educational institutions to students with special needs, insufficient early medical, pedagogically psychological and social diagnostics of such children, unavailability of medical aid in general educational institutions, lack of specialists for work with this risk group and an insufficient range of study materials for young people with special needs should be mentioned as the main restricting factors.

6.6. Most Significant Tendencies in Ensuring Special Protection to Children
 

• In 2006 the number of criminal offences, in which minor persons suffered, reduced, although there was still a high tendency to commit criminal offences against minors.

• An opportunity to receive social rehabilitation service to abused children increased, thus the number of children who received the referred to services also increased. Not only children who suffered in criminal offences, but also more and more children who have suffered from emotional and physical abuse and neglect in family received rehabilitation services. The referred to tendency testifies not regarding an increase of domestic violence, but regarding the change of attitude of society and the State towards child abuse and, upon improvement of the professionalism of social workers and an increase of State support to the children who have suffered from violence, the number of recipients of the referred to service also increased respectively.

• The number of criminal offences committed by minor persons decreased. It may be related to the fact that the number of minor persons who have been held criminally liable for the committed criminal offences proportionately increased. Inevitability of punishment promoted deterrent effect on minors. Moreover, a positive condition was that the length of examination of minors cases in courts decreased.

• Deficiencies in the protection of the rights of minors in places of imprisonment were still not eliminated. Upon arriving at prison, minors were not provided with several of their rights, especially they were not fully guaranteed to detained minors, although the court had not yet proved the guilt of the detainees.

• In 2006 a reduction in the number of disabled children was observed, and it may be related to the new procedures for specification of disability from 1 January 2004 when the SMCEHWA performs expert-examinations of disability to all persons. 

• A positive tendency was that the number of disabled children in institutions reduced and a comparatively large number of disabled children lived in families. 

• State support to families with a disabled child increased, and beginning with 1 January 2006 a person who takes care of a disabled child with severe functional disorders of up to 18 years of age has the right to receive a new type of allowance – an allowance for disabled child care – in amount of LVL 50 per month.

• The number of persons who received State support for children suffering from celiac increased twofold in 2006 in comparison with 2005. Such a rapid increase may be explained with the fact that State support to children suffering from celiac disease was introduced beginning with 1 January 2005, but not all persons who had the rights to this support had applied in 2005.

• In 2006 a reduction in the number of disabled children was observed, and it may be related to the new procedures for specification of disability from 1 January 2004 when the SMCEHWA performs expert-examinations of disability to all persons. 

 

 

7. Civil Rights and Freedoms of the Child
 

A child may acquire Latvian citizenship in the following cases: if the child is born to a Latvian citizen; if the child is found in the territory of Latvia and his or her parents are unknown; the child who does not have parents and who lives in an orphanage or a boarding school of Latvia; upon naturalisation of the parents of the child; a child who has been born after 21 August 1991 has the rights to acquire Latvian citizenship in accordance with the procedures specified in Section 3.1 of the Citizenship Law. 

7.1. Child’s Identity
 

In 2006 902 minor children were accepted in the Latvian citizenship together with their parents upon the naturalisation of 16 439 persons. In 2005 in all 1521 minor children were accepted in the Latvian citizenship together with their parents upon the naturalisation of 19 169 persons. Thus in comparison with 2005 the referred to indicator reduced respectively by 2730 persons and 619 minor children. However, regardless of the fact, the general tendency beginning with 2004 that a  high number of naturalised persons remains in comparison with 2001, 2002 and 2003 when on average 10 176 persons naturalised during the referred to period and on average 1339 minor children a year acquired citizenship together with their parents. Within the time period from 5 February 1999 to 31 December 2006 according to data of the NB, 6395 applications regarding acknowledgment of a child of non-citizens and stateless persons and born in Latvia after 21 August 1991 as a Latvian citizen were received in accordance with the procedures specified in Section 3.1 of the Citizenship Law, and from them 6 171 children were acknowledged as Latvian citizens.

Beginning with 2004 the number of acknowledgments of children of non-citizens and stateless persons and born in Latvia after 21 August 1991 as a Latvian citizen increased significantly, and it was largely related to Latvia joining the European Union (see Figure 20).

 

Figure 20. Number of Applications Regarding Acknowledgment of a Child as a Latvian Citizen and the Children Acknowledged as Latvian Citizens in Division According to Years
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Concurrently the NB co-operated with General Registry offices in order to promote the acknowledgment of children as Latvian citizens. Informative material “Acknowledgment of a Child of a Stateless Person or Non-citizen Born in Latvia after 21 August 1991 as a Latvian Citizen” was prepared for the General Registry offices. Employees of General Registry offices informed new parents regarding opportunities to acknowledge their child as a Latvian citizen on the basis of the referred to informative material. 

From 21 August 2006 those children of non-citizens and stateless persons and born in Latvia after 21 August 1991 who have reached 15 years of age and whose parents – non-citizens or stateless persons in accordance with Section 3.1, Paragraph two of the Citizenship Law – had not submitted an application regarding acknowledgment of the child as a Latvian citizen until the time when the child reached 15 years of age, may exercise their rights for acquisition of Latvian citizenship in accordance with Section 3.1, Paragraph three of the Citizenship Law by submitting one of the following documents: 

1) a document which verifies that the minor has acquired specialised secondary education or vocational education (vocational secondary school, vocational gymnasium, vocational school) with Latvian as the language of instruction; or

2) a document which certifies, in accordance with the procedures set out in Sections 19 and 20 of this Law, that the minor is fluent in the Latvian language.

 In 2005/2006 the NB conducted a State-wide poll of pupils of educational institutions who had applied for acquisition of Latvian citizenship. The objective of the poll was to ascertain whether a young person who has acquired a basic education or a secondary education course is able to pass examinations at the level of naturalisation requirements. In total 957 questionnaires were summarised. It was mentioned in the results that in general educational institutions prepare young persons at a level, which corresponds to naturalisation requirements, however, the writing skills are worse.

 In 2006 the Naturalisation Board accepted 333 applications regarding the renunciation of Latvian citizenship (including 76 application regarding minor children). In the result of renunciation 350 persons lost Latvian citizenship in 2006, including 77 children
. The tendency to renounce Latvian citizenship during last 5 years has been quite similar, although the highest indicators were reached in 2003 and 2004 when 392 and 423 persons respectively renounced their Latvian citizenship. In most of the cases the renunciation of Latvian citizenship may be explained with the migration of persons for life outside Latvia. 

In 2006 altogether 25 815 children – non-citizens and 25 children – stateless persons were registered in the PR. 

7.2. Most Significant Tendencies in Characterising Children’s Rights to Citizenship
• The number of children who are non-citizens and stateless persons was still quite high.

• In relation to Latvia joining the European Union in general there was a tendency of naturalised persons where also minor children were accepted in Latvian citizenship together with their parents to remain high, as well as the number of children who acquired citizenship in accordance with Section 3.1 of the Citizenship Law.

• From 21 August 2006 those children of non-citizens and stateless persons and born in Latvia after 21 August 1991 who have reached 15 years of age may exercise their rights for acquisition of Latvian citizenship in accordance with Section 3.1, Paragraph three of the Citizenship Law.

Summary
 

The demographic situation in Latvia is still unfavourable. Since the 1990-ies the natural increase of residents is evaluated as negative, i.e., the number of deceased persons exceeds the number of persons born, however during the last few years preconditions for the increase of the number of newborn infants have been created in the State, for example, the birth allowance and the child care allowance has been increased, the support for the development of the service related to looking after a child is being ensured, educational measures for parents and professionals regarding upbringing of a child are organised.

Thus in 2006 an improvement of the birth indicators was observed in Latvia, and 22 264 children were born in Latvia, which was the highest number of newborn infants during the preceding twelve years and which was more than in 2005 and 2004 when respectively 21 497 and 20 334 children were born.

At the same time the mortality of newborn infants reduced twofold (in comparison with 1995). However, this indicator is still high and Latvia has one of the highest mortality indicators of newborn infants among the EU Member States (in 1995 – 407 children, in 2006 – 170 children). The most widespread cause of death of children (from 0 to 19 years of age) in 2006 was external cause, which was the reason of death of 120 children.

Data examined in the report in relation to the number of abortions testify that 11 825 artificial abortions were carried out in 2006, which is 960 cases less than in comparison with 2005. However, these indicators are still high.

The amendments of 8 June 2006 to Section 17 of the Medical Treatment Law do not ensure the rights of all children to the assistance guaranteed by the State because children who reside in Latvia with temporary residence permits cannot receive it anymore. Such children may receive health care services in Latvia for a charge. 

It is to be evaluated positively that the number of children in children’s care institutions decreased [on 31 December 2006 there were 2621 children in children’s care institutions, which is 260 children less than on 1 January 2006 (2881)], which testifies regarding a positive tendency in the work involving the biological family of the child and establishment of other possibilities for the child to grow in a familial environment.

In 2006 in all 106 would-be foster families acquired the training programme for foster families, and they were particularly sought for in those districts of Latvia where the number of foster families was small or non-existent. In the result a balanced development of the foster family movement in all regions of Latvia was promoted, and the number of foster families increased significantly from 154 foster families in 2005 to 260 foster families in 2006.

Income at the disposal of households increased in 2006 (by LVL 5.7 in comparison with 2005), however, the increase of income was not uniform in household groups of different types, which is the basis of the increase of social inequality and poverty risk. The lowest income during a period of several years remained in two household types, which are also the most subject to the risk of social exclusion – in households where the child is raised by a single parent, as well as in families with three or more children.

In order to implement the rights of children to social provision in guaranteeing the minimum amount of support to children who are only provided for by a single parent, in 2006 the means of support from the MGF were disbursed to 1 647 parents more than in 2005, thus ensuring 15% children more with the means of support.

In accordance with amendments to the Law On State Social Allowances, a person in taking care of a child of up to 2 years of age may receive an allowance for child care and concurrently work unrestricted working hours, which provides parents with an opportunity to co-ordinate taking care of children with continuation of professional activity, thus expanding the range of recipients of the child care allowance.

Positive tendencies were observed in the employment field, i.e., 128 300 young people (from 15 to 24 years of age) were employed in 2006, which was 11 100 more than in 2005. 

A significant deficiency of the education system was that 6% of residents who have reached the compulsory school age were not registered in any educational institution and did not study, as well as the support for inclusion of students from the social exclusion risk groups in the education system was insufficient.

Moreover, a large number of pupils finished basic school without a certificate – in the school year 2006-2007 – 1 637 pupils (in the school year 2005-2006 – 1 965). Also in comparison with the school year 2005-2006 the number of pupils repeating the year in general education schools increased by 275 pupils, particularly in forms 6, 8 and 10.

Demand on places in pre-school educational establishments increased, but the number of places in pre-school educational establishments was insufficient, thus at the end of 2006 there were 24 887 pre-school age children waiting in a queue for places in pre-school educational establishments (in 2005 – 15 080 children).

There was an increase in societal tolerance to the use of alcohol. Statistical information of the last years as regards the addiction field testifies that children also use alcohol more frequently. At the end of 2006 the number of children registered in relation to excessive use of alcohol was 33 children more (in total – 691 child) than in 2005 (658 children) and 2004 (501 child).  

The number of criminal offences committed by minor persons decreased. It may be related to the fact that the number of minor persons who have been held criminally liable for the committed criminal offences proportionately increased. Inevitability of punishment promoted a deterrent effect on minors. Moreover, a positive condition was that the length of examination of cases of minors in courts decreased.

In 2006 an opportunity to receive social rehabilitation service to abused children increased, and thus the number of children who received the referred to services also increased. 
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� Social Report of the MoW regarding year 2006.


� Internet home page of the PHA: http://www.sva.gov.lv/gvv/mazulim_draudzigas_slimnicas.php, 12 November 2007


� Data of the ICL (on 31 December 2006)


� Informative Report On Execution of the Programme for Restriction of Spreading of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and AIDS in 2006


� Age group pursuant to the indicators and data sources analysed in the report of the PHA “Traumatism and External Death Causes of Children and Youth” (2007).


� External causes – accidents or violence, which may cause not only health disorders, but also death, including intentional self-harming (suicide), falls, transport accidents, poisoning with alcohol, drugs and other harmful substances (report of the PHA “Traumatism and External Death Causes of Children and Youth” (2007)).


� Report of the PHA “Traumatism and External Death Causes of Children and Youth” (2007)


� Only information regarding the number of children up to 14 years of age injured in road traffic accidents is available in the collection of statistical data of the CSB “Children in Latvia”.


� Accidents involving victims.


� Pursuant to the statistical information provided by the MoT regarding the period of time from 1 January 2006 to 30 November.


� See Reference No. 5.


� Report of the PHA “Spread of Addictive Substances and Consequences Thereof in Latvia” (2007).


� Rehabilitated persons in total regarding whom complete information regarding the type of abuse and gender is available


� Progress Report of the Naturalisation Board (2006)
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