
Republic of Latvia

GOVERNMENT REPORT

on

Convention No. 108
“Concerning Seafarers’ Identity Documents” (1958)
during the period of time from 1 June 2005 to 1 June 2010
(ratification registered on 8 March 1993)
The Simplified Government Report is developed, taking into account the Convention and the requirements referred to in Annex III – Practical Guidance for Drawing up Reports on Ratified Conventions – of the Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations
1. Information regarding changes in regulatory enactments and practical use thereof, which affect the application of the Convention, and information regarding the nature and objective of the changes.
We inform that during the time period from 1 June 2005 (the previous Government Report on the Convention) until 1 June 2010 the following amendments have been made to regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia, which affect the implementation of the rules laid down by the Convention:
The following amendments were made to the Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law on 10 November 2005:
Section 27, Paragraph three of the Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law was deleted, and Section 27, Paragraph four was restated to provide as follows: 
“(4) The Cabinet shall determine the information to be included in the seaman’s book and the procedures by which the Maritime Administration of Latvia Seaman’s Register shall perform the drawing up, issue, exchange, seizure, cancellation, recognition as invalid and accounting of seaman’s books.”
Due to these amendments Cabinet Regulation No. 279 of 27 May 2003, Regulations Regarding the Information to be Included in Seaman’s Books and the Procedures for the Use of Seaman’s Book, and Regulation of the Ministry of Transport No. 25 of 8 September 2003, Regulations Regarding the Drawing up, Issue and Accounting of Seaman’s Books, were repealed. Cabinet Regulation No. 992 of 20 December 2005, Regulations Regarding Seaman’s Books, was developed instead of these regulations, and it came into force on 1 January 2006. 
II. The following editorial amendments were made to the Immigration Law on 24 November 2005, 6 April 2006, 21 June 2007, 20 December 2007 and 22 April 2010:
Section 4 of the Immigration Law was restated to provide as follows:
“(1) A foreigner shall be entitled to enter and reside in the Republic of Latvia, if he or she concurrently: 
1) has a valid travel document. The travel document is valid if: 
a) it is recognised in the Republic of Latvia, 
b) it conforms to a specified sample, 
c) it contains all identity data and photographs of the foreigners who use this document as a travel document. In order to request a residence permit, it is necessary for each foreigner to have his or her own travel document, 
d) its term of validity exceeds the period of time of the planned residence in the Republic of Latvia or in the territory of another Schengen Agreement Member State by at least three months, 
e) it does not contain any unstipulated corrections by the issuer of the document, mechanical corrections or smears due to which it is not possible to identify the holder of the document, to read the information indicated in the document or to detect document forgeries, and
f) it contains space for visas. This condition shall not be in effect if international agreements, which are binding on the Republic of Latvia, specify that there need not be such visas; 
2) has a valid visa in a valid travel document, residence permit issued by the Republic of Latvia or another Schengen Agreement Member State, a residence permit of a long-term resident of the European Community or a residence permit of a family member of the Union citizen. A foreigner who has receive a new travel document in a foreign state may use the previous travel document with a valid residence permit for single entry in the Republic of Latvia in order to receive a new residence permit; 
3) has a valid health insurance policy, which guarantees the covering of expenses related to health care in the Republic of Latvia, including the conveying of the foreigner back to the country of residence in the case of his or her serious illness. The Cabinet shall determine the cases when a foreigner may enter and reside in the Republic of Latvia without a health insurance policy;
4) does not have any other obstacles prescribed by the law or other regulatory enactments for entry into the Republic of Latvia; and
5) has the necessary financial means in order to reside in the Republic of Latvia or another Schengen Agreement Member State and return to the country of residence or to depart to a third country which he or she has the right to enter. The Cabinet shall determine the amount of necessary financial means and how to determine the existence of financial means. 
(2) Paragraph one, Clause 2 of this Section shall not apply to a foreigner who: 
1) enters and resides according to the procedures prescribed by international treaties binding on the Republic of Latvia regarding the abolition of visa requirement;
2) uses a United Nations passport (Laissez-passer) as a travel document;
3) uses a Vatican passport as a travel document;
4) uses a European Commission passport as a travel document;
5) [22 April 2004];

6) [20 December 2007]; or
7) is a crew member of an international route sea transport or aircraft, which enters and stays in the Republic of Latvia in accordance with the entry and residence regulations provided for in international agreements binding upon the Republic of Latvia.”
Section 13, Paragraph three of the Immigration Law restated to provide as follows:
“(3) Taking into account the Council Regulation (EC) No 415/2003 of 27 February 2003 on the issue of visas at the border, including the issue of such visas to seamen in transit, the following visas may be issued at the border control points specified by the Cabinet: 
1) a transit visa – to a foreign seaman who crosses the State border in order to embark or to repeatedly embark the ship (or disembark from it), on which he or she will work (or has been working) as a seaman; and
2) a transit visa or a short-term visa – with individual permission issued each time by the head of the Office, the Chief of the State Border Guard, the Director of the Consular Department or the officials authorised by them – in cases when it complies with the norms of international law, the State interests of Latvia or is related to force majeure or the reasons of a humanitarian nature.”
III. The following editorial amendments were made to the Cabinet Regulation No. 215 of 29 April 2003, Procedures for Recognition of Travel Documents of Aliens, on 18 September 2007:
Sub-paragraph 2.5 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 215 of 29 April 2003, Procedures for Recognition of Travel Documents of Aliens, restated to provide as follows: 
„2. A travel document may be recognised if it is: 

2.5. a seafarer’s travel document issued in accordance with the Seafarers’ Identity Documents Convention of 13 May 1958 (C108 Convention) or another seafarer’s travel document, in which at least the information provided for in the C108 Convention is included;”.
2. Reply to the comments of the Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations 
Upon the request of the Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, we send in appendix a copy of the Cabinet Regulation No. 992 of 20 December 2005, Regulations Regarding Seaman's Books, in Latvian. Translation into English will be available at the end of this year.
From 1 May 2005 until 31 December 2005 1279 seaman’s books were issued. In 2006 1830 seaman’s books were issued, in 2007 2307 seaman’s books were issued, in 2008 3924 seaman’s books were issued, in 2009 2316 seaman’s books were issued. From 1 January 2010 until 1 May 2010 460 seaman’s books were issued. From 1 May 2005 until 1 May 2010 172 seaman’s books were cancelled. 
3. Note regarding organisations of employers and employees, which have been sent copies of the simplified report.
In accordance with Article 23, Part two of the Constitution of the ILO copies of this report have been sent to:
the Employers’ Confederation of Latvia; and
the Free Trade Union Confederation of Latvia.
Appended: Cabinet Regulation No. 992 of 20 December 2005, Regulations Regarding Seaman’s Books.
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