
Republic of Latvia
GOVERNMENT REPORT
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Convention No. 133
“Concerning Accommodation of Crews” (1970)
during the period of time from 1 June 2007 to 1 June 2010
(ratification registered on 13 July 2006)
The Simplified Government Report is developed, taking into account the Convention and the requirements referred to in Annex III – 
Practical Guidance for Drawing up Reports on Ratified Conventions – of the Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations
1. Information regarding changes in regulatory enactments and practical use thereof, which affect the application of the Convention, and information regarding the nature and objective of the changes.
We inform that during the time period from 1 June 2007 (the first Government Report on the Convention) until 1 June 2010 the following amendments have been made to regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia, which affect the implementation of the rules laid down by the Convention:
I. On 29 January 2008 Cabinet Regulation No. 49, Regulations Regarding Safety of Ships, was approved. Section 12 of this Regulation prescribes the requirements in relation to the accommodation of crews on small ships. With the introduction of this Regulation the requirements in relation to tugs (Article 1(3) of the Convention) and ships between 200 and 1000 tons (Article 1(5) of the Convention) have been defined.
II. Cabinet Regulation No. 882 of 4 August 2009, Regulations Regarding the Implementation of Flag State Supervision of Ships, repeals the Cabinet Regulation No. 1044 of 27 December 2005, Regulations regarding Flag State Supervision of Ships, preserving the requirement regarding annual surveys performed by the Maritime Safety Inspectorate of the Maritime Administration of Latvia. Moreover, in order to increase the supervision of ships, it is intended that the intensified regime of inspections may be applied to ships which do not fulfil the requirements of international regulatory enactments, including ILO Conventions.
III. On 7 August 2008 the amendments to the Administrative Violations Code of the Republic of Latvia came into force, and Section 116 of this Code provides for fines for operation of ships, violating the requirements of international regulatory enactments, including ILO Conventions, binding on Latvia:
“Section 116. Violation of the Regulations regarding Operations of Ships
In the case of operation of a ship if on board are not the documents the keeping of which on the ship is mandatory, or if such documents are not approved, registered, completed or are not stored in conformity with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments (except for ship certificates) –
a fine shall be imposed in an amount from LVL 100 up to LVL 200 on natural persons, but for legal persons – from LVL 300 up to LVL 3000.
In the case of operation of a ship if its cargo signs or other ship markings do not conform to the requirements specified in regulatory enactments –
a fine shall be imposed in an amount from LVL 100 up to LVL 200 on natural persons, but for legal persons – from LVL 300 up to LVL 3000.
In the case of operation of a ship if it is staffed with a crew, which does not conform to the requirements specified in regulatory enactments regarding the minimal composition of ship’s crew (except in force majeure circumstances specified in regulatory enactments, for example, unexpected illness or death) –
a fine shall be imposed in an amount from LVL 100 up to LVL 250 on natural persons, but for legal persons – from LVL 500 up to LVL 5000.
In the case of operation of a ship without the ship certificates specified in regulatory enactments, after the expiration of the term of validity thereof or without an intermediate conformity certification therein – 
a fine shall be imposed in an amount from LVL 100 up to LVL 500 on natural persons, but for legal persons – from LVL 1000 up to LVL 10 000.
In the case of operation of a ship if its hull, machinery or equipment does not conform to the requirements specified in regulatory enactments –
a fine shall be imposed in an amount from LVL 100 up to LVL 500 on natural persons, but for legal persons – from LVL 1000 up to LVL 10 000.
In the case of operation of a ship in violation of the requirements specified in regulatory enactments for ship cargo, passengers or logistics operations –
a fine shall be imposed in an amount from LVL 100 up to LVL 500 on natural persons, but for legal persons – from LVL 1000 up to LVL 10 000.
In the case of violation of the regulations for the operation of a ship specified in this Section if it has caused the detention of a Latvian ship in a foreign port as a result of a state port control inspection –
a fine shall be imposed in an amount from LVL 300 up to LVL 500 on natural persons, but for legal persons – from LVL 3000 up to LVL 10 000.
In the case of other violations of the regulations for the operation of a ship specified in accordance with international or national regulatory enactments –
a fine shall be imposed in an amount from LVL 50 up to LVL 500 on natural persons, but for legal persons – from LVL 300 up to LVL 5000.”
2. Reply to the comments of the Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations
I. Article 68 of the Constitution of the Republic of Latvia prescribes that all international agreements, which settle matters that may be decided by the legislative process, shall require ratification by the Saeima. By ratification of the international agreement in the Saeima (in other cases at the level of the Cabinet), it becomes binding upon Latvia where additional national implementing legislation is not necessary for the application thereof (self-executing legal norms). Except the cases where the legal norms of the international agreement are general or leave the states an option (non-self-executing legal norms). Introduction of such legal norms is possible through national legal acts, for example, the competent authority should be specified or sanctions should be defined.
Convention No. 133 is binding upon Latvia and national implementing legislation is not required in order to apply this Convention. Except for the previously referred to cases – non-self-executing legal norms.
Moreover, Section 15 of the Administrative Procedure Law of 25 October 2001 prescribes that the norms of international law regardless of the source thereof shall be applied in accordance with their place in the hierarchy of the legal force of external regulatory enactments. If a conflict between a norm of international law and a norm of Latvian law of the same legal force is determined, the norm of international law shall be applied.
II. In accordance with Paragraph 2 of Cabinet Regulation No. 882 of 4 August 2009, Regulations Regarding the Implementation of Flag State Supervision of Ships, the following activities shall be performed within the framework of the flag State supervision of Latvian ships:
a. ship inspections in order to evaluate the conformity of the construction, technical condition, equipment, crew, operation and maintenance thereof with the requirements of the regulatory enactments specified in Section 11, Paragraph one of the Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law;
b. certification of ships;
c. the evaluation and approval of shipbuilding and modernisation projects, documentation regarding the stability of a ship, the action plan, the ship’s handbook and other documentation of the ship specified in international regulatory enactments;
d. the general supervision of shipbuilding and modernisation works.
For ships of more than 500 tons and performing international voyages, the abovementioned functions shall be performed by the authorised ship classification societies DNV (Det Norske Veritas), LR (Lloyd’s Register Group), GL (Germanischer Lloyd), BV (Bureau Veritas), RMRS (Russian Maritime Register of Shipping) and ABS (American Bureau of Shipping). Examination regarding the conformity to the ILO Conventions No. 133 and No. 92 is included in authorisation agreements.
The Maritime Safety Inspectorate of the Maritime Administration of Latvia shall perform additional annual surveys on these ships, during which the living and working conditions of seafarers on ships shall be examined additionally.
For ships not performing international voyages and of less than 500 tons the abovementioned flag State supervision functions, upon the choice of the owner, shall be performed by the authorised ship classification society or the Maritime Safety Inspectorate of the Maritime Administration of Latvia. If the owner chooses a classification society, supervision shall take place according to the abovementioned scheme. If the owner chooses the Maritime Safety Inspectorate, Cabinet Regulation No. 49 of 29 January 2008, Regulations Regarding Safety of Ships, shall be applied. Section 12 of this Regulation includes requirements for accommodation of crews, which arise from the ILO Conventions No. 92 and No. 133. This Regulation shall also be applicable to tugs. 
III. Complaints regarding the non-conformity of accommodation of crews to the requirements of the Convention may be submitted to the Maritime Administration of Latvia in accordance with general procedures. The Maritime Safety Inspectorate of the Maritime Administration conducts surveys of ships.
IV. Paragraph 646 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 49 of 29 January 2008, Regulations Regarding Safety of Ships, determines that heating capacities should ensure at least + 20oC in living quarters in any conditions of use. The provisions of the authorised classification societies are applied on ships, certification of which is performed by classification societies. As authorisation agreement includes the ILO Conventions No. 92 and No. 133, the requirements of these Conventions are taken into account in activities of classification societies.
V. The maximum volume of fresh water (Article 13(6) of the ILO Convention No. 92) has not been specified in legislation.
VI. The matter regarding the arrangement of shops (buffets) on ships has not been specified in legislation.
VII. Paragraph 644 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 49 of 29 January 2008, Regulations Regarding Safety of Ships, determines that the following intensity of artificial lighting is considered sufficient in living quarters:
– general lighting in sleeping quarters – 50 luxes, lighting at tables for reading and writing – 200 luxes;
– general lighting in eating quarters – 50 luxes, lighting at tables – 150 luxes;
– general lighting in sanitary accommodation – 50 luxes, lighting at mirrors – 200 luxes;
– general lighting in corridors and stairways – 50 luxes.
VIII. By 27 April 2010 the following ships with gross tonnage exceeding 200 tons have been registered in the Ship Register of Latvia:
	Cargo ships
	–
	22;

	Icebreakers
	–
	1;

	Auxiliary fleet
	–
	39;

	Passenger
	–
	5;

	Tugs
	–
	6.


The Maritime Safety Inspectorate of the Maritime Administration of Latvia conducts annual safety inspections aboard all these ships, including the fulfilment of the requirements specified in the ILO Convention No. 133. During the reference period no significant violations have been detected for Latvian flag ships and there was no need to apply penalties.
3. Note regarding organisations of employers and employees, which have been sent copies of the simplified report.

In accordance with Article 23, Part two of the Constitution of the ILO copies of this report have been sent to:
1) the Employers’ Confederation of Latvia; and
2) the Free Trade Union Confederation of Latvia.
Appended:

1) Cabinet Regulation No. 49 of 29 January 2008, Regulations Regarding Safety of Ships; and
2) Cabinet Regulation No. 882 of 4 August 2009, Regulations Regarding the Implementation of Flag State Supervision of Ships.
	________________ (date)
	Signature:________________
Uldis Augulis
Minister for Welfare
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