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The Saeima1 has adopted

and the President has proclaimed the following Law:

Law on the Energy Performance of Buildings 

Chapter I

General Provisions

 

Section 1. 

The following terms are used in this Law:

1) boiler – an installation that, in the combustion of fuel, produces energy and delivers it to the heat carrier, which ensures the building with thermal energy;

2) energy audit – a procedure of building monitoring and data analysis, which is carried out in order to determine the energy flow in the building and to evaluate the possibilities of energy conservation;

3) building – a structure or a part of a structure (a part of a structure has been designed so that it might be used separately from the rest of the building) with external enclosing constructions, where the energy is used to regulate the indoor climate;

4) energy performance of a building – the relative amount of energy, which characterises the necessary energy consumption for the supply of heating, ventilation, cooling, lighting and hot water heating in a specific building;

5) energy performance certificate of a building - a document, in which the energy performance of a building has been indicated;

6) energy certification of a building – a process, during which the energy performance of a building is determined and an energy performance certificate of the building is issued; and

7) new building – a new building to be built in conformity with a building design.

 

Section 2. 

(1) The objective of this Law is to promote a rational utilisation of the energy resources and to improve the energy performance of buildings.

(2) The Law shall determine the competence of the State and local government institutions in the field of energy performance of buildings, as well as the legal and organisational grounds for the energy certification of buildings.

 

Section 3. 

The requirements of this Law shall apply to buildings and new buildings, except for the buildings:

1) which are cultural monuments or in which cultural monuments are located, if the fulfilment of the requirements of the Law endangers the preservation of those cultural monuments or reduces the cultural and historical value thereof;

2) which are used for religious services or other religious activities; 

3) in which a heating system is not intended or is not installed; or

4) the total heating area of which is less than 50 square metres.

 

Chapter II

Competence of State and Local Government Institutions
 in the Field of Energy Performance of Buildings

 

Section 4. 

(1) The general supervision and co-ordination of the field of energy performance of buildings in the State shall be carried out by the Ministry of Economics.

(2) The Ministry of Economics shall develop and implement the policy for the energy performance of buildings, as well as shall implement measures in order to provide recommendations regarding the inspection of boilers and air-conditioning equipment and the improvement of efficiency to the consumers. 
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 Section 5. 

(1) The State or local government may provide assistance for the performance of an energy audit, as well as for the renovation or reconstruction of buildings, according to the procedures and in the amount specified in regulatory enactments, in accordance with the opinion of the energy audit, observing the most efficient principle for the repayment of investments, the principles of sustainability, maximum energy saving and the utilisation of environment-friendly technologies.

(2) The State or local government shall provide assistance in the carrying out of the measures of energy efficiency of residential houses in the cases and according to the procedures specified in the Law On Assistance in Solving Apartment Matters.

 

Chapter III

Requirements of Energy Performance for Buildings

 

Section 6. 

Energy performance of buildings shall be determined, taking into account the relevant buildings’:

1) thermal conductance of the delimiting structures; 

2) heating system; 

3) hot water supply; 

4) air-conditioning systems; 

5) ventilation; 

6) built-in lighting systems; 

7) position and orientation; as well as

8) outdoor climatic conditions and indoor microclimate.

 

Section 7. 
Environmental and economic considerations, as well as binding regulations of the local government and other regulatory enactments, shall be taken into account in designing buildings, the total area of which is more than 1 000 square metres, in order to evaluate the possibility to use as an alternative solution in these buildings systems, in which renewable energy resources are used, for example, decentralised energy supply-systems, cogeneration systems, local heating and cooling systems or heat pumps.

 

Section 8. 
The Cabinet shall determine the minimum requirements of the energy performance for buildings to be reconstructed, the total area of which is more than 1 000 square metres and the total reconstruction costs of which exceed 25% from the cadastral value of the relevant buildings or the reconstruction works of which affect 25% from the scale of construction, as well as for new buildings. 

 

Chapter IV

General Requirements for Energy Certification of Buildings

 

Section 9. 

(1) The buildings shall be classified as follows, when evaluating the energy performance of the buildings:

1) single-apartment buildings of different types; 

2) apartment buildings; 

3) office buildings;

4) education buildings; 

5) outpatient or inpatient medical treatment institution buildings; 

6) hotel and restaurant buildings;

7) sports facilities;

8) buildings where wholesale and retail trade services are provided; and

9) other type of energy-consuming buildings. 

(2) The methodology of calculation for the energy performance of buildings shall be determined by the Cabinet.

 

Section 10. 

(1) The energy performance certificate of a building shall be issued by an energy auditor.

(2) The procedures by which the energy certification of buildings shall be carried out, as well as the type, sample, content, the procedures for the issue and registration of the energy performance certificate of the relevant building shall be determined by the Cabinet.

(3) Indicators, according to which the consumers may compare and evaluate the energy performance of a building, shall be included in the energy performance certificate of a building. Recommendations, in which the profitableness of the measures improving energy performance is assessed, shall be attached to the certificate.

 

Section 11. 

(1) The indicators of energy performance for new buildings and buildings to be reconstructed shall be indicated according to the procedures specified in the regulatory enactments related to building.

(2) The designer shall issue a temporary energy performance certificate of a building for new buildings and buildings to be reconstructed in accordance with the calculations included in the energy performance project.

 

Section 12. 

(1) The energy performance certificate of a building or a temporary energy performance certificate shall be necessary when selling, renting or leasing the relevant building.

(2) The requirements of Paragraph one of this Section shall not be applied to the buildings that have been put into service until 31 December 2008, if the parties have agreed upon it.

 

Section 13. 

The term of validity of the energy performance certificate of a building shall be 10 years; the term of validity of the temporary energy performance certificate of a building shall be two years.

 

Section 14. 

If a State or local government institution or a public service provider is located in a building, the total area of which is more than 1 000 square metres, the energy performance certificate of this building shall be located in a place visible to the visitors thereof.

Section 15. 

The procedures, by which the energy certification is to be supervised, as well as the information regarding the issued energy performance certificates of buildings is to be compiled, updated and used, shall be determined by the Cabinet.
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Chapter V

Inspection of Boilers, Centralised Heat Supply Systems and 
Air-conditioning Systems

 

Section 16. 

When carrying out an energy certification of a building, the energy auditor shall additionally evaluate the commensurability of efficiency and output to the boilers, the rated output of which is more than 20 kW, and to the air-conditioning systems, the rated output of which is more than 12 kW.

Section 17. 

If the rated output of the boiler of a building is more than 20 kW or the heating system is older than 15 years, the energy auditor shall assess the boiler together with the heating system, shall provide an opinion regarding the boiler efficiency and shall provide recommendations regarding the change thereof or other possible changes of the heating system of the relevant building and alternative solutions in order to reduce the energy consumption and the amount of carbon dioxide emissions.

 

Section 18. 

The requirements of energy efficiency to the centralised heat supply systems existent in the possession of a licensed energy supply merchant and the procedures for the inspection of the conformity thereof shall be determined by the Cabinet.

 

Section 19. 

The procedures for the inspection of boilers, the rated output of which is more than 20 kW, and to air-conditioning systems, the rated output of which is more than 12 kW, shall be determined by the Cabinet.

 

Chapter VI

Energy Auditor

 

Section 20. 

(1) A natural person, who has received a certificate certifying the competence thereof in the field of energy performance of buildings, has the right to carry out an energy audit. 
(2) The requirements to be put forward to the energy auditors and the conformity thereof, as well as the procedures for the certification and supervision shall be determined by the Cabinet.

Section 21.

The energy auditor has the following duties, when carrying out an energy audit:

1) to inspect the building and to assess the energy performance of this building, as well as of the boilers and air-conditioning system;

2) to compile and analyse data regarding thermal conductivity of the enclosing constructions of the building, heating system, hot water supply, air-conditioning system, ventilation, built-in lighting system, position and orientation, outdoor climatic conditions and indoor microclimate;

3) to evaluate the amount of the supplied energy and the energy performance of the building in order to determine the conformity thereof with the requirements referred to in the regulatory enactments in the field of energy efficiency;

4) to prepare an opinion regarding the change of a boiler or other possibilities of change in the heating system of the relevant building or alternative solutions, if the rated output of the boiler is more than 20 kW or the heating system is older than 15 years; and

5) to prepare an opinion regarding the technical defects determined in the building and to provide recommendations regarding the saving of energy.

 

Section 22. 

The energy auditor, when assessing the energy performance of a building, as well as a boiler and an air-conditioning system, shall be independent in its professional activity and shall observe the professional ethical principles. 

 

Transitional Provisions

 

1. Section 12 of this Law shall come into force on 1 January 2009.

 

2. The Cabinet shall issue the Regulations referred to in Section 8; Section 9, Paragraph two; Section 10, Paragraph two; Sections 15, 18, 19 and Section 20, Paragraph two of this Law by 1 July 2008.

 

3. The requirements of Section 8 and Section 11 of this Law shall not apply to the buildings to be put in service, the building design of which has been approved according to the procedures specified in the regulatory enactments regulating building until 31 December 2008, as well as to the buildings, the building design of which has been submitted for co-ordination until 31 December 2008.

 

Informative Reference to European Union Directive

 

This Law contains legal norms arising from Directive 2002/91/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2002 on the energy performance of buildings.

The Saeima adopted this Law on 13 March 2008.

Note. This Law shall come into force on the day following the proclamation thereof.
[4 March 2010]

Acting for the President, 

Chairperson of the Saeima 




G.Daudze

Rīga 2 April 2008
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