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The Saeima 1 has adopted

and the President has proclaimed the following Law:

Law regarding the Implementation of the 

Latvian National Library Project
Section 1. 

(1) The purpose of this Law is to ensure the implementation of the Latvian National Library project (hereinafter – the Project).
(2) The Project shall include the construction of the library building, the formation of an infrastructure for the provision of information services in the constructed building, the arrangement of a library and development of the National Unified Library Information System.

(3) The Project shall be implemented by 18 November 2008 in accordance with the Plan and Schedule for the Project implementation operations and the financing thereof approved by the Supervisory Council for the Implementation of the Latvian National Library Project (hereinafter – Supervisory Council)

Section 2. 

(1) The purpose of the implementation of this project is to promote the development of Latvian national economy and the utilisation of resources of Latvia.
(2) The Latvian National Library shall be formed as an informational, educational, science, cultural and communication centre available to all persons.

(3) The National Unified Library Information System, which has been established during the implementation of the Project, shall ensure the availability of services to all persons.

(4) The building and subsidiary buildings of the Latvian National Library, which have been constructed during the implementation of the project, shall be a State property, which shall be registered on the name of the State in the person of the Ministry of Culture.

Section 3. 

(1) The contracting authority of the Project shall be the State in the person of the Ministry of Culture.
(2) A Supervisory Council established by the Cabinet and consisting of six people shall supervise the implementation of the Project. The Minister for Finance shall manage the Supervisory Council. The Supervisory Council shall include the chairperson of the Budget and Finance (Tax) Commission of the Saeima, the chairperson of the Education, Culture and Science Commission of the Saeima, the chairperson of the Latvian National Board of Culture, a representative of the Riga City Council and a representative of the Latvian National Library Support Fund.
(3) The Cabinet shall approve the by-law of the Supervisory Council.

Section 4. 

(1) The Latvian National Library building shall be constructed according to the design “Latvijas Nacionālā bibliotēka” [Latvian National Library] by architect Gunars Birkerts.
(2) The land required for the needs of the Latvian National Library, as well as the buildings which are on this land, shall be alienated for the needs of the State in accordance with the procedures specified in the Law “On Compulsory Alienation of Immovable Property for State or Public Needs”. The alienated immovable property shall be entered into the Land Register in the name of the State, in the person of the Ministry of Culture. The land plan required for the needs of the Latvian National Library shall be specified in the Annex of this Law.
(3) The procurements required for the implementation of the Project shall be performed in accordance with the Law On Procurement for State or Local Government Needs.

Section 5. 

(1) The resources intended for the implementation of the Project shall be accumulated in an account, which the Ministry of Culture has opened in the Treasury.
(2) The resources intended for the implementation of the Project may not be used for other purposes.

(3) The implementation of the Project shall be financed from:

1) income acquired during the privatisation of the to-be-privatised State-owned stock company Latvijas kuģniecība (after covering all the expenses of privatisation prescribed in regulatory enactments); and

2) the State budget income from the payments for the utilisation of the State fund and the payments of the Bank of Latvia in the State budget provided for in Section 181 of the Law On the Bank of Latvia.

(4) The implementation of the Project may be additionally financed from:

1) the budget resources of local governments;

2) the funds of non-refundable and technical assistance;

3) donations and gifts;

4) income from the lottery planned for the implementation of the Project ; and

5) other sources of funds specified by laws.

(5) The Latvian National Library Support Fund has the right to raise funds in Latvia and abroad, to accept donations and gifts intended for the implementation of the Project and to make an accounting record thereof. The donated funds and gifts shall be transferred to the account opened in the Treasury.

Section 6. 

Non-refundable assistance, donations and gifts (money or other items) from other countries used in the implementation of the Project shall not be liable to customs duties and other customs payments.
Section 7. 

The Project shall be insured by insuring all risks (including bid risk, advance risk, all construction risks, civil liability insurance and guarantee period insurance) in all stages of the implementation thereof.
Section 8. 

The Supervisory Council shall submit a report to the Cabinet once a year regarding the implementation of the Project. The Cabinet shall submit to the Saeima an overview regarding the implementation of the Project once a year.
Transitional Provision
With the coming into force of this Law, the Law regarding the Implementation of the Latvian National Library Project (Latvijas Republikas Saeimas un Ministru Kabineta Ziņotājs, 2002, No. 14) is repealed.

The Saeima has adopted this Law on 8 May 2003.

President 








V. Vīķe-Freiberga

Rīga, 22 May 2003

Annex

Law On the Implementation of the National Library of Latvia Project

Land Plan Required for the Needs of the National Library of Latvia
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1 The Parliament of the Republic of Latvia
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