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I. General Provisions

1. The following terms are used in this Instruction:

1.1. False and Authentic Documents Information System (hereinafter – FADO) – an information system, which has been set up in accordance with that prescribed in the Joint Action of the Council of the European Union (98/700/JHA) of 3 December 1998, for the purpose of exchanging, by computerised means and within as short periods of time as possible, information, which the European Union Member States and partner countries possess concerning authentic and false documents;

1.2. FADO Central Information System – a shared information system of the European Union Member States and partner countries, managed by the General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union, in which the information regarding authentic and false documents submitted by the European Union Member States and partner countries is compiled;

1.3. FADO National Information System – a copy of the FADO Central Information System in the Republic of Latvia;

1.4. iFADO (Intranet False and Authentic Documents Online) – the register, for official use, of false and authentic identity and travel documents under the supervision of the Directorate-General for Justice and Home Affairs of the General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union. The information available in the register is selected and provided by the European Union Member States and other countries, which participate in the setting up of the FADO system;

1.5. PRADO (Public Register of Authentic Identity and Travel Documents Online) – the register, publicly available without authorisation of users, of authentic identity and travel documents under the supervision of the Directorate-General for Justice and Home Affairs of the General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union. The information available in the register is selected and provided by the European Union Member States and other countries, which participate in the setting up of the FADO system;

1.6. FADO documentation – the legal acts and technical documents of the European Union, which prescribe the procedures for the setting up, updating and utilisation of the FADO Information System;

1.7. authorised institution – an institution, which in accordance with legal acts issues authentic documents;

1.8. authentic document – an identity document or a certificate of authority, a visa, an imprint of a stamp or seal (hereinafter – stamp imprint) issued by an authorised institution;

1.9. false document – an identity document or a certificate of authorisation, a visa, a stamp imprint, which does not comply with the prescribed specimen or contains corrections not stipulated by an authorised institution;

1.10. technical information – textual and graphic information regarding technical characteristics of an authentic document and security elements or a description of a detected forgery, prepared in accordance with the FADO documentation;

1.11. regulatory information – information prescribed in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia regarding the form and content of an authentic document;

1.12. expert institution – the State Police, the State Border Guard and the State Forensic Science Bureau; and

1.13. data selection – determining and noting of data in the FADO Central Information System to be performed by a national institution that uses FADO, in order to enter the relevant data into iFADO and PRADO.

2. This Instruction prescribes the procedures by which the institutions of the Republic of Latvia referred to in this Instruction shall:

2.1. participate in the entering and updating of information to be included in the FADO Central Information System;

2.2. perform selection of the data to be included in iFADO and PRADO; and

2.3. utilise the FADO Central Information System, the FADO National Information System and iFADO.

3. The manager of the FADO National Information System shall be the Information Centre of the Ministry of the Interior (hereinafter – Information Centre).

4. The Information Centre shall co-ordinate the access to the FADO Central Information System by the institutions referred to in Paragraph 9 of this Instruction, as well as provide practical assistance with technical questions, which are related to access to the FADO Central Information System.

5. In accordance with the legal acts of the European Union the information included in the FADO Central Information System and the FADO National Information System shall be information for official needs.

6. The head of the institution of the Republic of Latvia, which enters and updates data, as well as utilises the FADO Information System, in accordance with the Council’s Security Regulations of the European Union (2001/264/EC, adopted by European Union Council Decision of 19 March 2001), the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia prescribing the procedures for protecting information required for official needs, and the regulatory documents for FADO security, shall be responsible for the provision of a data transmission network and a work station corresponding to the processing requirements of the information service in the relevant institution.

7. Entering and updating of data in the FADO Central Information System, iFADO and PRADO shall be performed in accordance with FADO documentation.

8. Information not mentioned in this Instruction regarding an authentic or false document shall be entered and updated in the FADO Central Information System, iFADO and PRADO in accordance with FADO documentation after a mutual agreement of the institutions referred to in Paragraph 9 of this Instruction.

II. Procedures for the Entering and Updating of Information 
in the FADO Central Information System

9. In the Republic of Latvia the following institutions have the access right to the FADO Central Information System:

9.1. the Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

9.2. the Information Centre;

9.3. the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs;

9.4. the State Forensic Science Bureau of the Ministry of Justice;

9.5. the State Border Guard; and

9.6. the State Police.

10. On the basis of a written submission by the head of the institution referred to in Paragraph 9 of this Instruction, the Information Centre shall send a request to the General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union to grant an employee of the institution user rights for the FADO Central Information System.

11. The institution referred to in Sub-paragraph 9.1 of this Instruction has the right to browse the information included in the FADO Central Information System. The institutions referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.2, 9.3, 9.4, 9.5 and 9.6 of this Instruction have the right to browse information, enter data and update them in the FADO Central Information System in accordance with that prescribed in this Instruction.

12. Information shall be entered and updated in the FADO Central Information System regarding the following authentic documents issued by the authorised institutions of the Republic of Latvia:

12.1. passport;

12.2. identity certificate or identity card of a person;

12.3. return identification document;

12.4. seafarer’s identity document;

12.5. visa;

12.6. residence permit;

12.7. driving licence;

12.8. specimen of the stamp imprint; and

12.9. other documents, if so determined by the FADO documentation.

13. Information regarding an authentic document issued by an authorised institution of the Republic of Latvia shall be entered and updated in the FADO Central Information System by the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs.

14. The Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs shall enter and update information regarding an authentic document issued by an authorised institution of the Republic of Latvia in the FADO Central Information System on the following basis:

14.1. regulatory and technical information provided by an authorised institution and expert institution of the Republic of Latvia;

14.2. the specimen of an authentic document issued by an authorised institution of the Republic of Latvia;

14.3. FADO documentation.

15. Information regarding an authentic document, the issuance of which has not been yet commenced in the Republic of Latvia, shall be submitted by the authorised institution and the expert institution of the Republic of Latvia to the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs not later than two months prior to the commencement of the issuance of the relevant document.

16. The State Police shall, not later than 10 days after receipt of a written request from the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs, provide information regarding the specimen of the authentic document referred to in Paragraph15 of this Instruction in accordance with FADO documentation.

17. The State Forensic Science Bureau shall, not later than 10 days after receipt of a written request from the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs and a specimen of the authentic document, ensure the preparation of depictions of the authentic document referred to in Paragraph 15 of this Instruction in accordance with FADO documentation.

18. Information regarding an authentic document, the issuance of which has not been yet commenced in the Republic of Latvia, shall be entered in the FADO Central Information System by the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs not later than one month prior to the commencement of the issuance of the relevant document.

19. The expert institution shall determine a forgery as being current and enter information thereof in the FADO Central Information System, if the information regarding the specific forgery has not been yet included in the FADO Central Information System or the specific forgery may promote more successful discovery of forgeries of documents by the institutions that utilise the FADO Central System.

20. An expert institution has the right to submit reasoned commentaries regarding the information entered by other European Union Member States and partner countries in the FADO Central Information System regarding an authentic or false document. The expert institution shall submit the referred to commentaries in accordance with the procedures prescribed in FADO documentation.

III. Procedures for the Inclusion and Receipt of iFADO and PRADO Information

21. In the Republic of Latvia the following institutions have the access rights to iFADO:

21.1. the State Border Guard;

21.2. the State Police;

21.3. the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs;

21.4. the State Forensic Science Bureau;

21.5. the Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

21.6. the diplomatic and consular representations of the Republic of Latvia in foreign states;

21.7. the Security Police;

21.8. the Constitution Protection Bureau;

21.9. the Information Centre;

21.10. the State Revenue Service.

21.11. the Corruption Prevention and Combating Bureau; and

21.12. other State and local government institutions, which have been prescribed, in the regulatory enactments regulating their activities, the right to acquaint themselves with the information of relevant nature in order to perform the functions of the institution.

22. Access to iFADO shall be granted by the chief of the Information Centre, on the basis of a written submission by the head of the institution referred to in Paragraph 21 of this Instruction.

23. Part of the information entered in the FADO Central Information System regarding the documents referred to in Paragraph 12 of this Instruction shall be entered in iFADO and PRADO in accordance with FADO documentation.

24. Selection of data to be included into the iFADO and PRADO shall be performed by the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs.

25. Data selection in relation to the information to be included in FADO regarding a forged document, evaluating the usefulness of entering information in FADO, shall be performed by the expert institution, which determined the relevant forged document.

26. The information to be included in iFADO and PRADO regarding national authentic documents shall be determined by the relevant authorised institution.

27. The authorised institution of the Republic of Latvia shall submit the information to be included in iFADO and PRADO regarding an authentic document, the issuance of which has not been yet commenced in the Republic of Latvia, to the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs in accordance with the procedures prescribed in Paragraph 15 of this Instruction.

28. The Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs shall perform selection of data to be included in iFADO and PRADO not later than one month prior to the commencement of the issuance of the document.

IV. Procedures for the Utilisation of the FADO National Information System

29. In the Republic of Latvia the following institutions have the access rights to the FADO National Information System:

29.1. the Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the diplomatic and consular representations of the Republic of Latvia in foreign countries; 

29.2. the Security Police;

29.3. the Information Centre;

29.4. the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs;

29.5. the Constitution Protection Bureau;

29.6. the State Forensic Science Bureau;

29.7. the State Revenue Service;

29.8. the State Police;

29.9. the State Border Guard; and

29.10. the Corruption Prevention and Combating Bureau.

30. Access to the FADO National Information System shall be granted by the chief of the Information Centre on the basis of a written submission by the head of the institution referred to in Paragraph 29 of this Instruction.

31. The institutions referred to in Paragraph 29 of this Instruction shall utilise the information included in the FADO National Information System for the performance of the functions prescribed in regulatory enactments and for fulfilment of duties.

V. Procedures for Entering Statistical Information into FADO

32. Expert institutions, in accordance with the frequency prescribed by FADO documentation, utilising the actual statistical template of FADO, shall submit statistical data regarding determined forgeries to the Information Centre.

33. The Information Centre shall compile the received statistical data un enter them in FADO.

34. Precise deadlines for the submission of statistical data to the Information Centre and inclusion thereof in FADO shall be prescribed after mutual agreement between expert institutions and the Information Centre.

VI. Closing Provision

35. Cabinet Instruction No. 9 of 22 August 2006, Procedures for the Setting up, Updating and Utilisation of the False and Authentic Documents Information System (Latvijas Vēstnesis [The Official Gazette of the Government of Latvia], 2006, No. 138), is repealed. 
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