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Republic of Latvia
Cabinet

Regulation No. 108
Adopted 6 March 2001
Regulations on Afforestation and Plantation Forests
Issued pursuant to Section 23 and 25 of the Law on Forests
I. General Provision
1. These Regulations determine:
1.1  the criteria for afforestation and control of maintenance of forest stands;

1.2. the procedures for afforestation and registration of plantation forests; and

1.3. the procedures for managing plantation forests and the felling of trees.

II. Criteria for Afforestation and Control of Maintenance of Forest Stands
2. A forest stand shall be regarded as afforested if it conforms to the following criteria:

2.1. the minimum height of trees of the afforested forest stand for coniferous trees is 0.10 metres, while for deciduous trees – 0.20 metres;
2.2. the number of afforested trees in the forest stand, depending on the dominant tree species, is as follows:

2.2.1. pines – not less than 3 000 trees per hectare;

2.2.2. firs, birches, common alders and aspens – not less than 2 000 trees per hectare;

2.2.3. other tree species – not less than 1 500 trees per hectare; and

2.3. the height of herbaceous plants does not exceed the height of afforested trees within a radius of 30 centimetres around them.

3. If there are microdepressions in an afforested forest and a plantation forest (lowering in relief with increased humidity), they shall be left for natural development.

4. The maintenance of an afforested forest stand (young stand) is maintenance felling in a forest stand where the average height of trees is up to six metres. For forest stands where the average height of trees of the dominant species is from two to six metres, the following maintenance criterion has been determined – depending on the afforested tree species, the number of trees shall be as follows:

4.1. pines – not more than 3 000 trees per hectare;

4.2. firs, birches, common alders, aspens and white alders – not more than 2 000 trees per hectare; and

4.3. the number of trees of other species is not limited.
5. The maximum number of trees is not limited in forest stands of deciduous trees which stand is maintained by liberating the growth space for not less than 500 future trees – afforested forest stands for the highest trees with a straight trunk and a symmetric, well-developed crown which trees are intended to be grown until felling in the final felling.

6. In order to consider a forest stand as aforested, the owner or lawful possessor of the forest shall submit a report on the aforestation to the district forest office of the regional forest office of the State Forest Service whose district territory includes the afforested forest stand. The report shall include the information prescribed in regulatory enactments regarding information required for the State Forest Register. The report shall be accompanied by a copy of the land boundary map in which the area of the afforested forest stand is marked by sections – fundamental forest management units which have a similar composition of tree species and whose minimum area is 0.1 hectare.

7. By 1 October of each year the State Forest Service shall examine the conformity of afforested forest stands to the criteria set out in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations.

III. Procedures for Afforestation and Registration of Plantation Forests
8. A plantation forest shall be afforested on land which, in accordance with the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments, may be transformed into forest land, with the exception of cases referred to in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations.

9. Plantation forests shall not be afforested in:

9.1. specially protected nature territories, with the exception of neutral zones of national parks and neutral zones of biosphere reserves;

9.2. the coastal protective zone of dunes of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga;

9.3. the protective zones of water bodies and flowing water bodies; and

9.4. microreserves.

10. In order to register a plantation forest, the owner or lawful possessor of the forest shall submit a report regarding the plantation forest afforestation to that district forest office of the regional forest office of the State Forestry Service whose district territory includes the afforested forest stand. The report shall include the information prescribed in regulatory enactments regarding the information required for the State Forest Register and the purpose of aforestation of the plantation forest. The report shall be accompanied by a copy of a land boundary map in which the area of the afforested forest stand is marked by section.

11. By 1 October of each year, the State Forest Service shall inspect the area of afforested plantation forest and, if the afforested forest stand conforms to the criteria set out in Section 12 of these Regulations, the forest shall be registered as a plantation forest.

12. The State Forest Service shall register a plantation forest if it conforms to the following criteria:

12.1. the afforested tree species or several species conform to the purpose of afforestation of the plantation forest;

12.2. the minimum height of trees of the afforested forest stand for coniferous trees is 0.10 metres, while for deciduous trees – 0.20 metres;

12.3. the number of afforested trees, depending on the dominant tree species, is as follows:

12.3.1. pines – not less than 1 000 trees per hectare;

12.3.2. firs, birches, common alders and aspens – not less than 800 trees per hectare;

12.3.3. other tree species – not less than 500 trees per hectare; and

12.4. the height of herbaceous plants does not exceed the height of afforested trees within a radius of 30 centimetres around them.

13. The State Forest Service shall cancel registration of a plantation forest if the number of trees per hectare or the basal are of the forest stand is less than the one set out in Annex 1 and 2 of these Regulations.

IV. Procedures for Plantation Forest Management and Tree Felling
14. During the period of afforestation of a plantation forest, the owner or the lawful possessor of the forest may change the purpose of aforestation of the plantation forest. The owner or the lawful possessor of the forest shall notify the State Forest Service in writing of the change of purpose of the plantation forest afforestation.

15. The owner or the lawful possessor of a forest shall obtain approval for tree felling in a plantation forest in the following cases:

15.1. when felling trees before the final felling – if the stump diameter of the tree is 12 centimetres or more; and

15.2. when felling trees in the final felling.

X. Closing Provision
16. Forest stands which until 1 January 2001 have been afforested on land suitable for agriculture, conform to the criteria set out in Paragraph 12 of these Regulations, and at the time of registration are not older than ten years, may be registered as plantation forests until 1 January 2002
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A. Slakteris
These Regulations come into force on 10 March 2001.
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