Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia 

Cabinet

Regulation No. 112

Adopted 12 March 2002

By-laws of the Food and Veterinary Service

Issued Pursuant to Section 21.1, Paragraph two of the 

Law on the Supervision of the Handling of Food 
1. The Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter ‑ Service) is a State administrative institution supervised by the Ministry of Agriculture, which Service organises and performs functions of the State supervision and control prescribed by regulatory enactments.

2. The functions of the Service, as well as the competence of the officials are specified in the Law on the Supervision of the Handling of Food, Veterinary Medicine Law and other regulatory enactments.

3. The Service is a legal person and has a seal with the supplemented lesser State Coat of Arms of the Republic of Latvia and full name.

4. The Service comprises the Central office and the following units of the Service:

4.1. territorial units;

4.2. laboratories;

4.3. the Sanitary Border Inspection; and

4.4. the State Veterinary Medicine Diagnostic Centre.

5. The units of the Service are legal persons and have a seal with the lesser State Coat of Arms of the Republic of Latvia and the name of the unit of the Service in the official language. Activities of the units of the Service shall be regulated by by-laws that are approved by the director of the Service.

6. The director of the Service shall:

6.1. ensure the work of the Service in conformity with the allocated State budget funds and the functions prescribed by regulatory enactments, as well as be liable for the performance of the duties of the Service, for the results of the operation of the Service and for rational and purposeful use of financial resources;

6.2. specify the tasks of the civil servants and employees of the Service, confirm the staff list and job descriptions;

6.3. in accordance with the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments hire and dismiss from work the employees of the Central office of the Service, appoint to or remove from office the civil servants of the Central office of the Service, heads of the territorial units and their deputies, the head of the Sanitary Border Inspection, the director and laboratory managers of the State Veterinary Medicine Diagnostic Centre, as well as determine remuneration in accordance with regulatory enactments and in conformity with the appropriation provided for remuneration in the Law on the State Budget for the current year;

6.4. after co-ordination with the Minister for Agriculture, establish, reorganise and liquidate territorial units and laboratories of the Service;

6.5. submit to the Minister for Agriculture reviews and reports on the fulfilment of the work plan of the Service, implementation of goals and efficient utilisation of the allocated State budget funds; and

6.6. perform other activities prescribed by regulatory enactments.

7. The director of the Service shall have the following deputies:

7.1. a deputy in the field of handling of food, who concurrently shall be the deputy of the State chief food and veterinary inspector and who shall be responsible for the State supervision and control prescribed by regulatory enactments in all stages of handling of food;

7.2. a deputy in the veterinary field, who concurrently shall be the deputy of the State chief food and veterinary inspector and who shall be responsible for the State supervision of the health and welfare of animals, prophylaxis and combating of infectious animal diseases, handling of veterinary drugs, veterinary pharmaceutical products and animal feed, which supervision is prescribed by regulatory enactments; and

7.3. a deputy in administrative matters, who concurrently shall be the head of the administration.

8. The officials of the Service for the performance of the functions of supervision and control are the State chief food and veterinary inspector, his or her deputies, the head of the Sanitary Border Inspection, State senior food and veterinary inspectors, State senior food inspectors, State senior veterinary inspectors, State food inspectors, State veterinary inspectors, State senior sanitary border inspectors and State sanitary border inspectors.

9. Officials of the Service shall have a stamp with the given name, surname, position and personal number of the official. The director of the Service shall approve specimens of stamps and procedures for their use.

10.  In performing duties of employment officials of the Service shall have specific identifying insignia (badges, as well as service identification documents). Specimens of identification documents, as well as the procedures for carrying and presentation thereof shall be approved by the director of the Service.

11. Officials of the Sanitary Border Inspection of the Service and officials authorised by the director of the Service, have the right, upon presentation of a service identification document, to visit without hindrance the State border inspection posts, free zones and customs warehouses for the performance of their duties.

12. Officials of the Sanitary Border Inspection of the Service shall wear a uniform of a specified model when performing their duties. The models of uniforms and the procedures for their wearing shall be approved by the head of the Sanitary Border Inspection.

13. The Food and Veterinary Service shall carry out, by 1 January 2005, reorganisation of the territorial units in conformity with administrative territorial division into regions.
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