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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet 

Regulation No. 126

Adopted 19 March 2002 

Procedures by which the State Border Guard shall Perform Guarding of the State Sea Border utilising Technical Means, Craft and Aircraft of the National Armed Forces

Issued pursuant to Section 28 of the State Border Law of the Republic of Latvia, Section 13.1, Section 15, Paragraph three of the Border Guard Law and Section 8, Clause 6 of the National Armed Forces Law 

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe:


1.1. the procedures by which the Naval Force of the National Armed Forces (hereinafter – Naval Force) shall provide the State Border Guard (hereinafter – Border Guard) with technical means and craft for the performance of the tasks thereof at sea;


1.2. the procedures by which the Border Guard shall utilise technical means, craft and aircraft of the Naval Force and the Air Force of the National Armed Forces (hereinafter – Air Force) for the performance of the tasks thereof at sea;


1.3. the procedures by which border guards, in performing service duties, have the right to be present on craft of the Naval Force, in Air Force aircraft and in information centres of the referred to types of forces in order to utilise the relevant technical means; and


1.4. the duties and rights of the Naval Force in the performance of tasks at sea specified in the State border guarding plan (hereinafter – border guarding plan).

2. The Naval Force shall in accordance with the border guarding plan prepare a plan for the utilisation of technical means and craft at their disposal for the current year and determine the quantity of resources necessary for the provision of activities.

3. The Air Force shall in accordance with the border guarding plan prepare a plan for the utilisation of aircraft at their disposal for the current year and determine the quantity of resources necessary for the provision of activities.

4. The territorial administration of the Border Guard which performs the guarding of the State sea border (hereinafter – Border Guard territorial administration) shall in accordance with the border guarding plan prepare a monthly plan for guarding of the relevant sea border district (hereinafter – monthly plan for border guarding). The referred to plan shall be co-ordinated with the relevant units of the Naval Force and the Air Force.

II. Procedures by which the Naval Force shall provide the Border Guard with Technical Means and Craft for the performance of Tasks Thereof at Sea
5. The Naval Force shall ensure the constant readiness of craft for the performance of tasks at sea specified in the border guarding plan (hereinafter – tasks of border guarding).

6. In order to ensure the performance of tasks of border guarding, the Border Guard shall be allocated craft for operational activities.

7. The Naval Force shall in accordance with the procedures provided for in the border guarding plan provide the Border Guard with information regarding craft that have been allocated for the performance of tasks specified in the monthly plan for border guarding, as well as regarding duty craft that may be involved in the performance of the referred to tasks upon the individual request from the Chief of the Border Guard (Border Guard territorial administration).

8. If for technical reasons the craft referred to in the monthly plan for border guarding cannot be utilised for the performance of border guarding tasks, the Naval Force shall allocate other craft and notify the Border Guard thereof.

9. If a command or an order of the commander of the Naval Force has been received, the commander of the craft allocated to the Border Guard for operational activities shall suspend the performance of the tasks specified in the monthly plan for border guarding and perform other tasks after co-ordination with the Chief of the Border Guard (the Border Guard territorial administration).

10. If in performing the tasks of border guarding the commander of a craft or the senior official of the Border Guard duty detail has received information regarding violations or information that there is a suspicion of violations for the examination and prevention of which it is necessary to change the task, the commander of the craft shall:


10.1. notify the Chief or operational person on duty of the relevant unit of the Border Guard thereof; and


10.2. after receiving approval from the official referred to in Sub-paragraph 10.1 of these Regulations for changing the task, notify the responsible official of the Naval Force thereof, commence the performance of a new task and make the relevant entry in the ship’s navigation data log.

11. The Naval Force shall provide the Central Administration of the Border Guard and the territorial administrations of the Border Guard with information obtained utilising technical means. The quantity and type of information, as well as procedures for the collation of data and transmission of information shall be specified in the border guarding plan.

12. Information centres of the Naval Force shall ensure the border guards on craft with the exchange of information with the Central Administration of the Border Guard and the territorial administrations of the Border Guard.

III. Procedures by which the Border Guard shall utilise Technical Means, Craft and Aircraft of the Naval Force and the Air Force
13. Craft of the Naval Force shall be utilised for the performance of the border guarding tasks in accordance with the following procedures:


13.1. the Chief of the Border Guard shall issue a command to units of the Border Guard regarding the involvement of craft allocated for operational activities thereof in the performance of border guarding tasks;


13.2. the craft allocated for operational activities shall be utilised in accordance with the monthly plan for border guarding of the relevant Border Guard territorial administration; and


13.3. border guards shall commence the performance of tasks specified in the monthly plan for border guarding on the basis of a request from the Chief or the operational person on duty of the relevant unit of the Border Guard regarding the utilisation of the craft. The commander of the craft shall notify the responsible official of the Naval Force thereof, admit border guards to the craft and commence performance of the tasks specified. The relevant entry shall be made thereof in the ship’s navigation data log.
14. In accordance with procedures provided for in the border guarding plan, the Air Force shall provide the Border Guard with information regarding aircraft allocated for the performance of tasks specified in the monthly plan for border guarding, as well as regarding aircraft that may be involved in the performance of the referred to tasks upon an individual request from the Chief of the Border Guard (territorial administration of the Border Guard).

15. If for technical reasons aircraft referred to in the monthly plan for border guarding cannot be utilised for the performance of border guarding tasks , the Air Force shall allocate other aircraft and notify the Border Guard thereof.

16. The Border Guard shall utilise aircraft of the Air Force that are appropriate for the performance of border guarding tasks at sea and are prepared for the flight in accordance with the following procedures:


16.1. the Chief of the Border Guard shall issue a command to units of the Border Guard on the involvement of aircraft allocated thereto in the performance of border guarding tasks;


16.2. the aircraft allocated shall be utilised in accordance with the monthly plan for border guarding of the relevant territorial administration of the Border Guard; and


16.3. border guards shall commence the performance of tasks on the aircraft that are specified in the monthly plan for border guarding after the Border Guard (the territorial administration of the Border Guard) and the Air Force have co-ordinated the time and route of the flight and notified the Chief or operational person on duty of the relevant unit thereof. In performing the relevant tasks the aircraft shall be at the operational disposal of the Border Guard.

17. The commander of the aircraft allocated for operational activities of the Border Guard in cases of emergency shall suspend the performance of tasks specified in the monthly plan for border guarding and perform other tasks upon a command from the Commander of the Air Force. The Commander of the Air Force shall notify the Chief of the Border Guard (the territorial administration of the Border Guard) regarding the command issued.

18. If in performing border guarding tasks the commander of an aircraft or senior official of the Border Guard duty detail has received information regarding violations or information that there is a suspicion of a violation for the examination and prevention of which it is necessary to change the task, the commander of the aircraft shall:


18.1. notify the Chief or operational person on duty of the relevant unit of the Border Guard thereof; and


18.2. after the receiving approval from the official referred to in Sub-paragraph 18.1 of these Regulations for changing the task, notify the responsible official of the Air Force thereof and commence the performance of a new task.

19. In accordance with the border guarding plan the Border Guard shall utilise:


19.1. the technical means of information centres in order to obtain information regarding objects to be observed, taking into account the characteristics of the relevant technical means and transmission systems;


19.2. the means of communication of the National Armed Forces (through information centres of the Naval Force) for information exchange between border guards present on craft and the Central Administration of the Border Guard and the territorial administrations of the  Border Guard.

20. The Border Guard has the right to utilise quaysides of the National Armed Forces in accordance with procedures specified in the border guarding plan.

21. The technical means, craft and aircraft of the National Armed Forces for the performance of border guarding tasks in conformity with the annual plan referred to in Paragraphs 2 and 3 of these Regulations shall be utilised by the Border Guard free of charge.

IV. Procedures by which Border Guards in Performing Service Duties have Rights to be present on Craft of the Naval Force, in Aircraft of the Air Force and in Information Centres of the Referred to Types of Forces
22. In performing service duties in accordance with the border guarding plan border guards have the right to be present on craft of the Naval Force and on aircraft of the Air Force, as well as in information centres of the referred to types of forces, by presenting a command regarding the border guarding task and a service identification document. If  permission of the Commander of a combat arm of the National Armed Forces (Chief of headquarters) has been received, border guards may also be present on duty craft and on aircraft during the time period when they perform tasks not related to performance of border guarding tasks.

23. Border guards who are present on a craft:


23.1. have the right to perform the following border guarding tasks at sea – surveillance, recognition, interrogation of other craft, examination of documents of persons present on them, inspection, arrest, escort and conveyance, as well as expulsion of craft from the national territorial sea if such activities are not in conflict with the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia and international regulatory enactments and are co-ordinated with the commander of the relevant craft. Border guards have the right to request that the commander of the craft takes additional measures to provide for the guarding of the State border if it is not in conflict with navigation safety;


23.2. shall be prepared to take measures for the protection of human life at sea and for the provision of the operation of a craft, as well as be instructed in labour protection matters;


23.3. are bound by all the requirements of the commander of the craft that relate to the internal procedures of the craft and service organisation;


23.4. require a Category III permit for access to the subject matter of an official secret;


23.5. have rights to deposit service weapons, ammunition and special means in accordance with procedures specified in regulatory enactments; and


23.6. must be included in the list of personnel of the craft that is provided for alert cases in accordance with procedures determined by the Commander of the Naval Force.

24. The Border Guard shall in accordance with procedures determined by the Chief thereof provide border guards performing State border guarding tasks on craft with weapons, ammunition, border control equipment, special means, means of communication, special clothing and meals.

25. Border guards performing State border guarding tasks being in an aircraft:


25.1. have the right to request that the commander of the aircraft takes additional measures for provision of the State border guarding if it is not in conflict with flight safety; and


25.2. are bound by all requirements set in the internal procedures of the aircraft and flight safety requirements.

V. Obligations and Rights of the Naval Force in Performance of Border Guarding Tasks

26. The Naval Force in performance of border guarding tasks has the following duties:


26.1. to ensure constant functioning of technical means, compile data obtained and transfer the information to the Border Guard;


26.2. in conformity with its competence to ensure the performance of border guarding tasks;


26.3. to ensure readiness of craft for the commencement of tasks determined in accordance with the procedures specified in a monthly plan for border guarding;


26.4. upon request from the Chief of the Border Guard (the territorial administration of the Border Guard) to ensure the supplementary involvement of the duty craft in the performance of emergency tasks of the Border Guard at sea;


26.5. in accordance with procedures determined by the Commander of the National Armed Forces and after the co-ordination of the training plan with the Border Guard to train the personnel of the Naval Force involved in the performance of border guarding tasks;


26.6. to provide border guards with appropriate accoutrements for the rescue of human life at sea;


26.7. to provide border guards on a craft with such living conditions that are equal to the living conditions of the crew members; and


26.8. in accordance with procedures specified in regulatory enactments to receive service weapons, ammunition and special means for storage on the craft.

27. The crew members of a craft in performing border guarding tasks have the right to use physical force, special means (handcuffs, batons, tear-eliciting substances and other means) in order to:


27.1. repel an attack on the craft, its crew, border guards or other persons;


27.2. arrest persons who do not submit to or resist the crew members of the craft or border guards; and


27.3. free craft taken over by armed persons.

28. If it is necessary to employ physical force or special means, the person shall be warned regarding an intention to employ them, except in cases where delay in using physical force or special means poses a direct threat to the life and health of the crew of the craft, border guards or other persons, or may cause other serious consequences or where such a warning is not possible in a specific situation.

29. The nature of the specific violation and the individual features of the person violating the law shall determine the type of use of special means. When using special means the harm done by such means shall be restricted as much as possible, as well as, if necessary, the provision of medical assistance to victims shall be provided for. If the consequences of the use of physical force or special means are the injury or death of a person, the commander of the craft shall notify his or her immediate commander thereof without delay. His or her immediate commander shall notify the relevant Office of the Prosecutor regarding such fact.
30. It is prohibited to use wrestling techniques and special means against women, persons with visible signs of disability and minors, except in cases where their actions threaten the life or health of other persons or when they demonstrate armed resistance or conduct an armed attack.

31. In the performance of border guarding tasks the crew members of a craft have the right to employ firearms in order to:


31.1. to repel an armed attack in the territory of Latvia or to terminate armed resistance by attackers;


31.2. to arrest a person violating the State border, if there is no other means to detain him or her;


31.3. to repel an attack and to terminate resistance, including an attack and resistance by unarmed persons, if an actual threat is posed to the lives of crew members of the Naval Force craft, border guards or other persons and if it is not possible to prevent such threats in any other way or if it is necessary to prevent an attempt to obtain a firearm through violence;


31.4. stop the craft of persons violating the law by causing damage to the craft if the actions of its master and/or crew members pose a real threat to lives or health of crew members of the craft of the Naval Force, border guards or other persons, they do not submit to a request to stop their craft and if there is no other possibility to arrest them; and


31.5. give a warning signal or to summon help.

32. Shooting on purpose shall be deemed to be employment of a firearm.

33. Before employing a firearm a warning of intent to do so shall be given. If necessary, a warning shot shall be given.

34. A firearm may be employed without warning if the attack is sudden or if weapons, craft or mechanical means of transport of another type are utilised in the attack.

35. If necessary, the provision of medical assistance to victims shall be provided following the employment of a firearm. If following the employment of a firearm a person is injured or he or she has died, the commander of the craft shall notify without delay his or her immediate commander thereof. His or her immediate commander shall notify the relevant Office of the Prosecutor regarding such a fact.
36. It is prohibited to use a firearm:


36.1. against women, persons with visible signs of disability and minors except in cases where the actions of the referred to persons threaten the life or health of other persons or where they demonstrate armed resistance or conduct an armed attack; and


36.2. if other persons may suffer as a result of its employment.

37. The personnel of a craft shall not be liable for the financial loss and physical injury inflicted, while performing tasks determined in official duties, upon a person who does not submit or resists at the moment of arrest.

38. If a border guard who performs tasks on a craft does not comply with the requirements specified in internal procedures and safety regulations thereof, the commander of the craft has the right to request that the relevant border guard shall be replaced by another border guard.

39. The commander of a craft in conformity with his or her competence shall be responsible for the performance of tasks specified in the monthly plan for border guarding.

40. The information centre of the Naval Force shall inform units of the Border Guard related to the State border guarding at sea regarding each departure to sea and entry into the port of a duty craft.

41. If it is necessary to act immediately in order to prevent the violation determined, but it is not possible to involve border guards and the commander of a craft, in accordance with specified procedures, has received a request or permission of the Chief or an operational person on duty of the unit of the Border Guard to perform border guarding tasks without the presence of border guards, the crew of the Naval Force craft have the right to independently perform the tasks related to the State border guarding.

VI. Closing Provision

42. Cabinet Regulation No. 50 of 5 March 1996, Regulations On Duties and Rights of the National Armed Naval Force in State Border Guarding (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 43/44) is repealed.
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A. Bērziņš

Minister for the Interior 







M. Segliņš
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