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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet 

Regulation No. 128

Adopted 4 April 2000
Regulations on the Safety of Toys

Issued pursuant to Section 7 

of the Law On Conformity Assessment

I. General Provisions

1. Terms used in these Regulations:

1.1. authorised body – an authorised competent toy conformity assessment body of which the European Commission has been notified;

1.2. toy – any product or material specifically designed or intended for use in play by children younger than 14 years of age;

1.3. placing a toy on the market –selling, giving as a gift or providing for utilisation of a toy for, or without, remuneration;

1.4. type-examination of a toy – activities of an authorised body for verifying the conformity of a sample model of a toy to essential safety requirements; and

1.5. type-examination certificate of a toy – a document by which an authorised body certifies that the sample model of the toy examined conforms to essential safety requirements.

2. These Regulations determine essential safety requirements for toys, the procedures regarding conformity assessment for toys, a market supervisory body and procedures as to how market supervision shall be carried out.

3. Products that shall not be regarded as toys are listed in Annex I of these Regulations.

4. Toys used in the manner and at times as intended (bearing in mind the typical behaviour of children) must not jeopardise the health and safety of the user and other persons.

5. Toys must conform to essential safety requirements and the conformity must be confirmed in accordance with the procedures prescribed by these Regulations.

6. A toy may be placed on the market if:

6.1. the toy conforms to the requirements of standards adapted to the status of Latvian national standards (hereinafter – standards) or if the toy conforms to the model of the toy approved by an authorised body;

6.2. conformity assessment for the toy in accordance with the procedures prescribed by Chapter III of these Regulations has been carried out; and

6.3. the toy bears the CE marking (Annex 2), which visually certifies the conformity of the toy with essential safety requirements.

II. Essential Safety Requirements for Toys

7. When designing a toy, a manufacturer shall decide the minimum age of a child for which the relevant type of toy is intended. If necessary, restrictions regarding ages of users of the toy and requirements for use of the toy only under adult supervision shall be indicated.

8. The construction and properties of a toy must be such that if the toy is properly used, children of relevant age and other persons may avoid potential hazards, if their complete elimination is not possible without significant modifications to the construction and composition of the toy.

9. Toys must comply with hygiene and cleanliness requirements and not cause infectious diseases or poisoning.

10. Toys and their parts, and anchorages and fastenings of fixed toys must be mechanically durable and stable, and be able to withstand the stresses to which they are expected to be subjected during use without breaking or becoming distorted.

11. Edges, protrusions, cords, cables and fastenings on toys shall be so designed and constructed that the risks, of physical injury to users from contact with them, are minimal.

12. Toys shall be so designed and constructed that the risk of physical injury which could be caused by the movement of their parts is minimal.

13. Toys intended for use by children under 36 months, and component parts and detachable parts thereof, must be of such dimensions that they cannot be swallowed or inhaled.

14. Toys, and the parts and retail packaging thereof, must not present risk of strangulation or suffocation.

15. Toys intended for use in shallow water for carrying or supporting a child on the water shall be so designed and constructed that under proper use they do not lose buoyancy or capability to support the child.

16. Toys which it is possible to get inside of and which constitute an enclosed space must have an exit through which it is possible to exit the toy and which can be easily opened from the inside.

17. Toys intended for the transport or movement of their users, must incorporate a braking system which is easy to operate, is suited to the type of toy and is commensurate with the kinetic energy developed thereby.

18. The form and composition of toy projectiles as well as their possible kinetic energy that develops when fired from a toy designed for that purpose must be such as not to cause physical injury to the user or to other persons.

19. In regard to toys containing heating elements:

19.1. the maximum temperature of any accessible surface must not cause burns when touched; and

19.2. liquids and gases contained within toys must not reach temperatures or pressures which are such that their escape from a toy, other than for reasons essential to the proper functioning of the toy, might cause burns, scalds or other physical injury.

20. The materials of which a toy is made must meet at least one of the following requirements:

20.1. the material does not burn if directly exposed to a flame or spark;

20.2. the material is not readily flammable or the flame goes out as soon as the cause of fire disappears;

20.3. if the material ignites, it burns slowly and the flames spread slowly; or

20.4. irrespective of the chemical composition of the toy, the material is treated so as to delay the combustion process.

21. The combustible materials in a toy must not provide the opportunity for ignition of other materials used in the toy.

22. If the composition of a toy requires chemical substances and products which are classified by regulatory enactments as dangerous chemical substances and products, the level of their concentration must not be detrimental to the health of the user and they must not be flammable or become flammable by losing volatile non-flammable components.

23. Toys (except toy percussion caps) must not be explosive and they must not contain elements or substances likely to explode.

24. Toys, especially such as contain dangerous chemical substances and products, may not contain:

24.1. substances and products which may explode:

24.1.1. if a chemical reaction occurs when they are mixed;

24.1.2. if they are heated; or

24.1.3. if they mix with oxidising substances, or

24.2. substances and products that contain volatile or flammable components as could form flammable or explosive vapours or air mixtures in the air.

25. Chemical substances and products in toys must comply with the requirements prescribed by regulatory enactments for chemical substances and products.

26. Toys must be so designed and constructed that their chemical composition and properties do not present safety or health hazards to children if they are ingested, inhaled or come into contact with skin, mucous tissues or eyes.

27. The including, in a toy, of dangerous substances and products as separate components of the toy, is prohibited.

28. Bioavailability of toxic elements from a toy or its parts must not exceed the following levels per day:

28.1. antimony bioavailability – 0,2 mg;

28.2. arsenic bioavailability – 0,1 mg;

28.3. barium bioavailability – 25,0 mg;

28.4. cadmium bioavailability – 0,6 mg;

28.5. chromium bioavailability – 0,3 mg;

28.6. lead bioavailability – 0,7 mg;

28.7. mercury bioavailability – 0,5 mg;

28.8. selenium bioavailability – 5,0 mg.

29. The including, in toys, of radioactive substances and radioactive elements is prohibited.

30. Electric toys must not be powered by electricity of a nominal voltage exceeding 24 volts. The voltage may not exceed 24 volts in any part of a toy.

31. Parts of a toy and cables which are connected to or liable to come into contact with a source of electricity must be insulated and mechanically isolated so as to prevent the risk of possible electric shock.

32. Electric toys must be so designed and constructed as to ensure that the maximum temperatures attained by all accessible surfaces are not such as to cause burns when touched.

III. Procedures for Conformity Assessment and Certification

33. If a toy is manufactured according to conformity standards, before being placed on the market, the manufacturer of the toy or his or her authorised representative in Latvia (hereinafter – the manufacturer) shall:

33.1. prepare technical documentation of the toy design – descriptions as well as drawings and diagrams of the construction, component parts, operational principles, materials used and manufacture of the toy;

33.2. prepare the following information:

33.2.1. a description of the means whereby the manufacturer ensures conformity of the toy to standards (for example, test reports, type-examination certificate for the toy);

33.2.2. the addresses of the places of manufacture and storage of the toy; and

33.2.3. if a type-examination for the toy has been carried out – copies of the documents submitted to authorised bodies and a description of the means whereby the manufacturer ensures conformity of the toy to the sample of the type approved; and

33.3. carry out conformity assessment for the manufactured toy, affix the CE mark of conformity to toys as conform to standards and draw up a declaration of conformity.

34. If standards are not applied in the manufacturing of a toy or are applied only in part, before being placed on the market, the manufacturer shall carry out an examination of a model of the toy.

35. For examination of a model of a toy, the manufacturer shall submit to an authorised body:

35.1. an application indicating the name and address of the manufacturer and the address of the place of manufacture of the toy;

35.2. detailed technical documentation of the toy design and a description of manufacture in order that the conformity of the sample model of the toy to essential safety requirements can be assessed; and 

35.3. a sample model of the toy. 

36. Authorised bodies:

36.1. shall examine documents submitted and assess the conformity of sample models of toys to essential safety requirements. The testing of toys, as far as possible, shall be carried out in conformity with standards;

36.2. shall issue a type-examination certificate for a toy to the manufacturer if the sample model of the toy conforms to essential safety requirements. In the type-examination certificate shall be set out the identification data of the toy, results of the assessments carried out and supplementary conditions. The type-examination certificate shall be accompanied by a description of the toy and/or necessary drawings;

36.3. shall issue a refusal in writing, if the sample model of the toy does not conform to essential safety requirements; and

36.4. are entitled to request from a manufacturer samples of toys made henceforth for the assessment of conformity.

37. A manufacturer who has received a type-examination certificate for a toy:

37.1. shall ensure the conformity of toys made henceforth to the sample model approved in the type-examination certificate for the toy;

37.2. before placing the toy on the market, shall examine the conformity of each toy made to the sample model. Toys conforming to the sample model shall be marked with the CE mark of conformity and a declaration of conformity shall be drawn up; and

37.3. shall ensure free access for representatives of relevant bodies to:

37.3.1. copies of documents and sample models of toys referred to in Paragraph 35 of these Regulations;

37.3.2. documents certifying conformity of toys manufactured to sample models approved (for example, test reports);

37.3.3. information regarding locations of manufacture or storage of toys; and

37.3.4. type-examination certificates for toys, or certified copies thereof.

38. If there is intention to modify a sample model of a toy certified by a type-examination certificate, the manufacturer shall inform an authorised body and submit thereto a detailed description of modifications intended and other information as affords the opportunity to assess the effects of the modifications on the safety of the toy. Samples of the toy or its separate components shall be submitted for assessment pursuant to the request of the authorised body.

39. There shall be set out in the declaration of conformity referred to in Sub-paragraphs 33.3 and 37.2 of these Regulations:

39.1. the name and address of the manufacturer;

39.2. a description of the toy and/or identifying features;

39.3. the standards to which the toy conforms, or, if the standards have not been applied, the regulatory enactments the requirements of which the toy conforms to, and the number and date of issue of the type-examination certificate for the toy;

39.4. the date of drawing up of the declaration of conformity; and

39.5. the surname and signature of the responsible official of the manufacturer and the seal of the manufacturer.

40. A manufacturer shall preserve the documentation referred to in Sub-paragraphs 33.1, 33.2 and 37.3 and the declaration of conformity so that they are available to the market supervisory body and authorised bodies for not less than 10 years after the termination of manufacture of the relevant type of toy. If the manufacturer of the toy is not a legal person registered in accordance with prescribed procedures in Latvia, the importer of the toy registered in accordance with prescribed procedures in Latvia or the person placing the toy on the market shall be liable for the storage and availability of the relevant documentation.

IV. Requirements for an Authorised Body

41. In order for a conformity assessment body to be authorised to carry out assessment of conformity, it shall comply with the following minimum requirements:

41.1. the authorised body must have at its disposal such resources, personnel and equipment as enable it to qualitatively assess the conformity of toys;

41.2. the authorised body must ensure the competency and honesty of its personnel;

41.3. when testing toys to be assessed, drawing up reports, issuing type-examination certificates for toys and carrying out the assessment provided for in these Regulations, the body must guarantee the independence and impartiality of its personnel with respect to all persons who are directly or indirectly involved in the manufacture, importation or placing on the market of toys;

41.4. it must insure against civil legal liability of the body; and

41.5. if a subcontract for the performance of certain work is entered into, the authorised body shall be liable for the competency of, and compliance with the conditions herein by, the performer of the subcontract.

42. Employees of the authorised body must observe professional confidentiality with respect to all information obtained carrying out the assessment of conformity for a toy.

V. Marking

43. There shall be set out on toys placed on the market or the packaging thereof, in such a way as to be easily visible, clearly legible and indelible, the following:

43.1. the CE Mark of Conformity

43.2. the name of the manufacturer or importer and/or the trademark thereof;

43.3. the address of the manufacturer or the importer.

44. The information prescribed by Sub-paragraphs 43.2 and 43.3 of these Regulations may be provided by using abbreviations, if the manufacturer or the importer can be identified from such.

45. For particular types of toys as referred to in Annex 3 of these Regulations, warnings and indications regarding safety measures must be given in the official language, on the toy, the packaging thereof, the leaflet accompanying the toy or in the instructions for the use of the toy.

46. For small toys or toys consisting of separate small parts, the information referred to in Paragraphs 45 and 47 of these Regulations may be set out on an affixed sticker or label or in a leaflet accompanying each toy placed on the market.

47. If additional safety requirements are prescribed in other regulatory enactments regarding particular types of toys, prior to their being placed on the market the CE mark of conformity shall only be affixed thereto if they comply with the additional safety requirements.

48. Affixing signs and symbols as are similar to the CE mark of conformity and may confuse consumers regarding the form and meaning of the CE mark of conformity, is prohibited.

49. Complete information regarding potential risks when using a toy, and ways of avoiding the risks, must be provided in the marking of a toy and/or its packaging and the instructions for its use, in the official language.

VI. Market Supervision

50. The market supervision of toys shall be carried out by the Consumer Rights Protection Centre (hereinafter – the market supervisory body).

51. If the market supervisory body determines that a toy does not conform to the requirements of these Regulations and/or subjects the safety and health of consumers to risk, it shall take the measures provided for by regulatory enactments in order to withdraw the relevant toys from the market and henceforth prevent the placing of the toys on the market.

52. If the documentation prescribed by Sub-paragraphs 33.1, 33.2 and 37.3 of these Regulations and/or a declaration of conformity complying with the requirements prescribed by Paragraph 39 of these Regulations, regarding a toy placed on the market, have not been available to the market supervisory body, or the CE mark of conformity has been affixed to the toy unduly, the manufacturer or importer shall assess, at his or her own expense, the conformity of the toy to essential safety requirements, at an authorised body, within the time period specified by the market supervisory body.

53. If the requirements determined by Paragraph 52 of these Regulations have not been met within the specified time period, the market supervisory body shall suspend or prohibit the placing of the relevant toy on the market.

54. The market supervisory body has the following rights:

54.1. to attend places of trade, storage and manufacture of toys;

54.2. to request and receive the documentation set out in Sub-paragraphs 33.1, 33.2 and 37.3. of these Regulations, within the time specified by the body, from a manufacturer, an importer or a person placing a toy on the market; and<0}
54.3. to select samples of toys and assess their conformity to the requirements of these Regulations.

55. The market supervisory body, as well as authorised bodies are entitled to request and receive copies of type-examination certificates for toys issued by other authorised bodies and (upon reasoned request) other documents relating to an examination of a model of a toy. The bodies referred to shall ensure the confidentiality of the relevant information.

56. Manufacturers of toys, importers of toys and persons placing toys on the market, registered in accordance with prescribed procedures, shall be responsible for compliance with these Regulations.

VII. Closing Provisions

57. Until 13 December 2005, the functions of authorised bodies shall be performed by certification bodies authorised by the Cabinet and accredited for conformity assessment of toys. The manufacturer or importer shall affix, to toys conforming to a sample model of a toy examined and approved by the bodies referred to, a mark of certification (conformity) of the relevant body, used in place of the CE mark of conformity referred to in Sub-paragraphs 37.2, 43.1, 47 and 52 of these Regulations.

58. Toys the conformity of which to essential safety requirements has by 31 December 2000 been certified by an acknowledgement of conformity (a certificate) issued by an institution referred to in Paragraph 57 of these Regulations, in compliance with the requirements of regulatory enactments that were in force until the coming into force of these Regulations, may be placed on the market until 31 December 2001.

59. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 May 2000.
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Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 128 

4 April 2000

Products that are not to Be Regarded as Toys

1. Christmas decorations.

2. Exact scale models for adult collectors.

3. Equipment intended to be used collectively in playgrounds.

4. Products for sporting activities.

5. Diving equipment intended for use in deep water.

6. Ethnic and decorative souvenir dolls and similar articles for adult collectors.

7. Model toys installed in public places (for example, shopping centres, stations).

8. Picture puzzles (also without pictures) of more than 500 pieces intended for specialists.

9. Air guns and air pistols.

10. Fireworks, including percussion caps, which are not intended for use in toys.

11. Slings and catapults.

12. Sets of darts with metallic points.

13. Electric ovens and irons or other functional products operated at a nominal voltage exceeding 24 volts.

14. Products containing heating elements intended for use in training under the supervision of an adult.

15. Vehicles with internal combustion engines.

16. Toy steam engines.

17. Bicycles for sport or for travel on public highways.

18. Video toys that can be connected to a video screen and that are operated at a nominal voltage exceeding 24 volts.
19. Babies' dummies.

20. Faithful reproductions of real fire arms.

21. Jewellery for children.
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Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation No. 128 

4 April 2000

The CE Mark of Conformity

1. The CE mark of conformity shall be made up of the capital letters CE. The sample of the mark is as follows:

[image: image1]
2. The size of the CE marking may be reduced or enlarged proportionately.

3. Both components of the CE marking shall be of the same vertical size, and such shall not be less than five millimetres.
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Annex 3

Cabinet Regulation No. 128 

4 April 2000

Warnings and Indications of Precautions to Be Taken for Particular Types of Toys

	Type of toy
	Warnings to be indicated
	Indications of Precautions to Be Taken

	1. Toys which are not intended for children under 36 months, except such toys which are manifestly unsuitable for children under 36 months
	“Not intended for children under 36 months” or “Not intended for children under the age of 36 months”.
	A brief indication of the specific hazard (risk) which calls for this restriction.

	2. Slides, suspended swings and rings, trapezes, ropes and other toys attached to crossbeams or anchorages
	
	The necessity of periodically examining and maintaining the component parts of a toy (suspensions, fastenings) and anchorages in order that the toy does not cause falls or does not fall over.

Instructions for the assembly of a toy with an indication of the component parts which may be dangerous, if assembled incorrectly.

	3. Functional toys which are usually detailed scale models or imitations of appliances or installations intended for adults and are used in the same way as the appliances or installations referred to
	'Warning! For use only under adult supervision'.
	Precautions needed, when using the toy, and an indication of specific hazards (risks).

The necessity of storing a toy in a place which is not accessible to children for whom the toy is not intended

Proper use of the toy

	4. Toys containing dangerous chemical substances or products: chemistry sets, plastic moulding sets, miniature workshops for pottery, enamelling, photography, and the like
	'Warning! Intended for children over ( )* years of age'.

For use only under adult supervision'.
	Proper use of the toy.

A warning of the dangers of chemical substances and chemical products contained by the toy.

Precautions needed when using the toy

Possible hazards (risks).

First aid in the event of a serious accident resulting from the use of the toy.

The necessity to store the toy in a place which is not accessible to children for whom the toy is not intended

	5. Roller-skates and skateboards for children which are placed on the market as toys
	'Warning! Protective equipment must be worn'.
	A reminder that the toy must be used with caution, since good skill is required to avoid falls or collisions as could cause injury to the user and/or other persons.

Recommended protective equipment, for example, helmets, gloves, knee-pads and elbow-pads

	6. Toys intended for use in shallow water for carrying and supporting a child on water
	'Warning! For use in shallow water only and under adult supervision'.
	


* Age to be decided by the manufacturer.
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