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Republic of Latvia 

Cabinet

Regulation No. 131
Adopted 6 April 1999

Procedures for Issuance of Republic of Latvia Visas
Issued pursuant to Section 8 of the Law

On Entry into and Residence in the 

Republic of Latvia of Aliens and Stateless Persons

1.
General Provisions
1. These Regulations determine the procedures by which Republic of Latvia visas are issued to aliens and stateless persons for entry into the Republic of Latvia.

2. A visa is an endorsement in a passport or other travel document recognised by the Republic of Latvia that provides an opportunity for entry into the Republic of Latvia and the crossing of its territory in transit.

3. The types of visas are as follows:

3.1. entry visas:

3.1.1. single entry visa;

3.1.2. double entry visa; and

3.1.3. multiple entry visa;

3.2. transit visas:

3.2.1. single transit visa;

3.2.2. double transit visa; and

3.2.3. multiple transit visa.

4. The categories of visas are as follows:

4.1. diplomatic visa;

4.2. official visa;

4.3. special visa;

4.4. emergency visa;

4.5. private visa;

4.6. immigration visa; and

4.7. airport transit visa.

5. The forms of visas are as follows:

5.1. individual visa; and

5.2. group visa.

[9 May 2000]

6. Visas shall be issued by:

6.1. diplomatic and consular missions of the Republic of Latvia abroad (hereinafter – Missions) – visas of all categories, types and forms; and

6.2. the Department of Citizenship and Migration Affairs (hereinafter – DCMA):

6.2.1. at the DCMA and its territorial offices – all types of private, emergency and special visas to persons who legally reside in the Republic of Latvia;

6.2.2. at the border crossing points of the Republic of Latvia specified in Annex 1 to these Regulations – individual and group private single and double entry visas, transit visas and emergency visas; and

6.2.3. in certain cases at other locations for the issuance of visas as specified by the Cabinet; and

6.3. the Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (hereinafter – Department) – all types of diplomatic and official visas.

[9 November 1999]

7. The DCMA shall issue diplomatic and official visas only pursuant to a written request from the Department.

8. Visas shall be annulled by:

8.1. Missions;

8.2. DCMA (except diplomatic and official visas); 

8.3. the Department (diplomatic and official visas); or

8.4. the State Border Guard at the border control points of the Republic of Latvia (except diplomatic and official visas).

9. The DCMA and the State Border Guard may annul diplomatic and official visas only pursuant to a written request from the Department.

10. Citizens (nationals) of the states listed in Annex 2 of these Regulations may receive visas at the border crossing points of the Republic of Latvia, specified in Annex 1.

11. Citizens (nationals) of the states listed in Annex 2 of these Regulations may receive Republic of Latvia visas without presenting an invitation referred to in Annex 2 of these Regulations.

12. Citizens (nationals) of the states listed in Annex 3 may receive Republic of Latvia visas on the basis of travel vouchers referred to in Sub-paragraph 67.2.2 of these Regulations, or tourist carnets drawn up in accordance with a pattern specified by the Alliance of International Tourism (AIT).

12.1. Citizens (nationals) of the states listed in Annex 7 of these Regulations, and persons who have travel documents issued by such states, are required to have airport transit visas.

[14 March 2000; 9 May 2000]

13. To receive a visa, the following documents shall be submitted:

13.1. a travel document valid in the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter – travel document). A travel document shall be, within the meaning of these Regulations, a passport or other travel document if:

13.1.1. it has been recognised by the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Latvia;

13.1.2. the term of validity of the relevant document exceeds the term of validity of the requested visa by at least two months; and

13.1.3. the travel document contains at least two blank pages;

13.2. a completed and signed visa application form (hereinafter – application form) containing the information referred to in Annex 4 of these Regulations. The application form need not be submitted in cases specified in Paragraphs 52 and 56 of these Regulations;

13.3. a photo; and

13.4. other documents that are necessary for the receipt of a visa of the relevant category in accordance with these Regulations.

[11 July 2000]

14. The person issuing a visa has the right to request necessary explanations regarding the purpose of entry, the person who has invited the visa applicant, the period and place of residence in the Republic of Latvia, regarding financial resources that are necessary in order to stay in the Republic of Latvia and to depart from it, as well as to invite the visa applicant to an interview.

15. The term of validity of a visa may not exceed one year, and it shall not be extended.

16. The period of residence specified in a visa, except diplomatic, official and special visas, shall not exceed 90 days in a six-month calendar period, taking into account that the residence during a single entry may not exceed 90 days.

17. In order to stay in the Republic of Latvia longer than 90 days in a six-month calendar period, a residence permit must be obtained in accordance with the procedures determined in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia.

18. If a person resides legally in the Republic of Latvia, he or she has the right to apply for a new visa in accordance with the procedures provided for in these Regulations. The documents necessary for the receipt of a visa shall be submitted not later than three working days before the expiration of the term of validity of the previous visa:

18.1. at the Department – for the receipt of a diplomatic visa or an official visa; or

18.2. at the DCMA or its territorial offices – for the receipt of visas in other categories.

19. A visa, the term of validity of which has expired, shall not be extended.

20. If a person can present documentary evidence that the documents for the receipt of a new visa have not been submitted in time due to reasons independent of the applicant, a new visa shall be issued.

21. For the issuance of a visa, and the services related to it, a State fee shall be charged in accordance with the procedures and the amount specified in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia.

22. A visa shall not be issued if the person:

22.1. has not submitted all the necessary documents for the receipt of a visa;

22.2. refuses to provide the requested explanations with respect to the receipt of a visa;

22.3. has submitted false information when applying for a visa;

22.4. has an unclear identity;

22.5. cannot indicate a permanent place of residence;

22.6. cannot prove that he or she has the necessary financial resources to reside in the Republic of Latvia and to depart afterwards to another state that he or she has the right to enter;

22.7. has been expelled, during the last five years, from the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Estonia or the Republic of Lithuania;

22.8. has in the last year received a refusal to be issued a Republic of Latvia visa;

22.9. has submitted the documents for the receipt of a residence permit in the Republic of Latvia, but has not received a confirmation of the residence permit, or has received, within the last year, a refusal of a residence permit;

22.10. has been found guilty of committing a crime against peace and humanity, or a war crime, or of participation in mass repression;

22.11. has been found guilty, by court judgment, of committing a crime for which The Criminal Law of the Republic of Latvia provides a punishment - deprivation of liberty for a term not less than three years, and less than five years have passed since the serving of the sentence;

22.12. has violated the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia which are related to the entry and residence of aliens and stateless persons in the Republic of Latvia, or customs regulations;

22.13. is a participant of a criminal, totalitarian, terrorist, anti-state or other organisation that utilises violent methods or such person otherwise poses a threat to the national security or public order of the Republic of Latvia, Republic of Estonia and the Republic of Lithuania;

22.14. is an undesirable person (persona non grata) in the Republic of Latvia;

22.15. cannot prove that he or she resides legally in the state where he or she is at the time of application for the visa;

22.16. has tried to influence the decision of an official regarding the issuance of a visa by threats or promises;

22.17. has indicated a purpose for the entry that is related to activities for the performance of which a special permit is necessary in the Republic of Latvia, but the person has not received such permit;

22.18. has not complied with the validity terms of the visa specified in Paragraph 15 of these Regulations; 

22.19. is not entitled to enter the Republic of Latvia on the basis of information provided by a competent foreign institution; or
22.20. in other cases prescribed in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia.

[5 December 2000]

23. If the cases referred to in Paragraph 22 of these Regulations are determined after the issuance of the visa, the issued visa shall be annulled. 

24. A decision to include a person in the list of persons to whom entry into the Republic of Latvia is prohibited, in the cases specified in Sub-paragraphs 22.13, 22.19, and 22.20 of these Regulations shall be taken by the Minister for the Interior, in the case specified in Sub-paragraph 22.14 of these Regulations by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, but in the rest of the cases specified in Paragraph 22 of these Regulations by the Director of the Department or authorised officials of such, officials of consular missions and the Head of the DCMA or authorised officials of such within the scope of their competence.

24.1. A person shall be included in the list of persons to whom entry into the Republic of Latvia is prohibited for the following time periods:

24.1.1. for one year – in the cases specified in Sub-paragraphs 22.2, 22.3, 22.6, 22.8,22.9, 22.12, 22.15, 22.16, 22.17 and 22.18 of these Regulations;

24.1.2. for five years – in the case specified in Sub-paragraph 22.7 of these Regulations; and

24.1.3. for an indefinite period – in the cases specified in Sub-paragraphs 22.10, 22.13, 22.14 and 22.20 of these Regulations.
[5 December 2000]

25. Information regarding persons to whom entry into the Republic of Latvia is prohibited shall be utilised by the Department, the DCMA, Missions, the State Border Guard and other competent institutions of the Republic of Latvia for the performance of their functions according to procedures which, after co-ordination with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, has been determined by the Minister for the Interior. 

[5 December 2000]

26. An official authorised by the DCMA, the Department or a Mission shall take a decision regarding the issuance of a visa or a refusal to issue a visa.

27. The head of the DCMA or a person authorised by him or her is entitled to permit, in certain cases, the issuance of a visa at the border control points specified by the Cabinet also to the citizens of such states as are not included in Annex 2 of these Regulations.

28. The head of the DCMA or a person authorised by him or her is entitled to permit the issuance of a visa, if a travel document does not meet all the requirements referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations and in the individual cases specified in Paragraph 22, except the case referred to in Sub-paragraph 22.14. The State Border Guard shall be notified regarding permission to issue a visa.

29. The Director of the Department is entitled to give permission to issue a visa, if the travel document does not meet all the requirements set out in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations and in the case prescribed in Sub-paragraph 22.14. The State Border Guard shall be notified regarding permission to issue a visa.

30. An authorised official of the DCMA, the Department, a Mission or the State Border Guard shall take a decision regarding the annulment of an issued visa.

31. An official is entitled to take a decision, in accordance with these Regulations, not to issue a visa, as well as a decision regarding the return of the submitted documents to the applicant.

32. If a decision has been taken not to issue a visa or to annul the issued visa, a relevant endorsement with a stamp is made in the travel document of the person (Annex 5 and 6).

33. An official does not have to justify to the applicant the decision regarding the refusal to issue a visa or the decision regarding the annulment of the visa.

34. The head of the DCMA shall take a decision regarding the revocation of a refusal of a visa or an official authorised by him or her, upon the receipt of a written application.

35. A decision regarding the refusal of a visa or the annulment of an issued visa may be appealed in accordance with the procedures prescribed by the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia.

36. If a person who resides in Latvia has submitted a complaint regarding the refusal of a visa, it shall not be grounds for the continued residence of the aforementioned person in Latvia.

37. The question regarding the issuance of a visa shall be examined within a time period of up to ten working days after the receipt of the necessary documents, except the cases referred to in Paragraphs 60 and 64 of these Regulations.

38. If additional verification or harmonisation with the DCMA is necessary for the issuance of a visa, the time period for the examination may be extended up to 30 days, except the case referred to in Paragraph 64 of these Regulations.

39. Adhesive visas shall be strictly accountable documents.

40. The Minister for the Interior shall approve, after harmonisation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, instructions regarding procedures for the issuance, completion, annulment, record-keeping and registration of visas and instructions regarding procedures for the preparation, approval and conveyance of invitations.

2.
Types of Visas

41. A single entry visa shall give the right to enter the Republic of Latvia once within the time period set out in the visa, to reside in the State for the time period set out in the visa and to depart from it.

42. A double entry visa gives the right to enter the Republic of Latvia twice within the time period set out in the visa, to reside in the State for the time period set out in the visa and to depart from it.

43. A multiple entry visa gives the right to enter the Republic of Latvia an unlimited number of times, to reside in the State for the time period set out in the visa and to depart from it.

44. A single transit visa gives the right to enter the Republic of Latvia once within the time period set out in the visa, to stay up to 48 hours in the Republic of Latvia in order to cross its border and to depart from the Republic of Latvia.

45. A double transit visa gives the right to enter the Republic of Latvia twice within the time period set out in the visa, to stay each time up to 48 hours in the Republic of Latvia in order to cross its border and to depart from the Republic of Latvia.

46. A multiple transit visa gives the right to enter the Republic of Latvia an unlimited number of times within the time period set out in the visa, to stay each time up to 48 hours in the Republic of Latvia in order to cross its border and to depart from the Republic of Latvia.

47. All types and categories of transit visas shall be issued in cases prescribed by these Regulations, complying with one of the following conditions:

47.1. an alien or a stateless person has a visa of the state which he or she is going to enter; or

47.2. an alien or a stateless person does not need a visa of the state that he or she is going to enter.

[9 May 2000]

48. A transit visa shall not be necessary for passengers who cross the territory of the Republic of Latvia by international travel transit trains, if customs control and border control is ensured at the stops of such trains in the territory of the Republic of Latvia.

3.
Categories of Visas

3.1.
Diplomatic Visa

49. A diplomatic visa may be an entry visa and a transit visa of any type.

50. A diplomatic visa shall be issued to:

50.1. persons who have been granted, according to the regulatory enactments and the international agreements binding upon the Republic of Latvia, diplomatic and consular privileges and immunities, or their equivalents, and who come to the Republic of Latvia or cross its territory in transit on official missions; 

50.2. heads of foreign states, their family members and members of the delegations led by them;

50.3. heads of foreign governments, members of foreign governments and members of the delegations led by them;

50.4. heads of foreign parliaments, members of foreign parliaments and members of the delegations led by them;

50.5. diplomatic agents (representatives) of foreign states and international organisations, who are travelling to or from their diplomatic posts, and their family members who reside with them;

50.6. foreign consular officials who are travelling to or from their consular posts, and their family members who reside with them;

50.7. diplomats accredited abroad, as well as diplomats of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, if they are travelling to the Republic of Latvia on a work visit, and a diplomatic mission or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs submits an official request (note);

50.8. officially invited delegates of foreign states and international organisations, and their family members who reside with them if the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has accepted the relevant official visit;

50.9. foreign diplomatic and consular couriers;

50.10. other persons according to international agreements binding on Latvia; and

50.11. other cases not specified in these Regulations, after co-ordination with the Department.

51. In order to receive a diplomatic visa, a person shall submit the following documents:

51.1. a diplomatic passport or other travel document; and

51.2. a written request (note) from the foreign service, diplomatic or consular mission of the relevant state, or from the relevant international organisation or  diplomatic mission of such.

52. In order to receive a diplomatic visa, it is not necessary to submit an application form, if the written request referred to in Sub-paragraph 51.2 of these Regulations includes the following information:

52.1. the given name and surname, date of birth and citizenship (nationality) of the person;

52.2. the state or international organisation that has issued the diplomatic passport, the number of the passport, the date of the issuance and the term of validity;

52.3. the type of requested visa and the intended period of residence; and

52.4. the purpose of the entry.

3.2.
Official Visa

53. An official visa may be an entry visa and a transit visa of any type.

54. Official visas shall be issued to:

54.1. the administrative and technical personnel of the delegations referred to in Sub-paragraphs 50.2, 50.3 and 50.4 of these Regulations;

54.2. the administrative and technical personnel and the service staff of the foreign diplomatic and consular missions and the diplomatic missions of international organisations, and their family members who reside with them;

54.3. persons who meet the requirements set out in Paragraph 50 of these Regulations, but do not have the right to receive a diplomatic visa;

54.4. persons who arrive in the Republic of Latvia for the purpose of performing other tasks of importance to the State, pursuant to the international agreements binding on Latvia – only at the Department or after previous co-ordination with the Department; and

54.5. in other cases not specified in these Regulations – only at the Department or after previous co-ordination with the Department.

55. In order to receive an official visa, a person shall submit the following documents:

55.1. an official passport or other travel document; and

55.2. a written request (note) from the competent authority, diplomatic or consular mission or department of the relevant state.

56. In order to receive an official visa, it is not necessary to submit an application form, if the written request referred to in Sub-paragraph 55.2 of these Regulations contains the following information:

56.1. the given name and surname, date of birth and citizenship (nationality) of the person;

56.2. the state or international organisation that has issued the diplomatic passport, the official passport or other travel document, the number of the passport, the date of the issuance and the term of validity;

56.3. the type of the requested visa and the intended period of residence; and

56.4. the purpose of the entry.

3.3.
Special Visa

57. A special visa is a multiple entry visa.

58. A special visa shall be issued to persons who are citizens (nationals) of the states listed in Annex 2 of these Regulations, or who do not need, pursuant to the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia or to the international agreements binding on Latvia, a visa for entry into the Republic of Latvia and whose purpose of residence in the Republic of Latvia is:

58.1. scientific research and/or educational work (teaching staff in State-accredited educational institutions);

58.2. commercial activity (within the meaning of these Regulations – continuing and systematic economic activity with investment of capital which is directed towards manufacturing and sale of goods and performance of work in order to gain profit). A special visa shall be issued to the head of an agency of a foreign undertaking registered in accordance with the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia;

58.3. assistance to State administration institutions or local government institutions of the Republic of Latvia;

58.4. implementation of such international agreements or projects to which the Republic of Latvia is a participant; or

58.5. minor children of the persons referred to in Sub-paragraphs 58.1, 58.2, 58.3 and 58.4, as well as spouses who reside with them, regardless of their citizenship (nationality).

59. In order to receive a special visa, a person shall submit the following documents:

59.1. an official invitation from a scientific institution or a State-accredited educational institution – in the case referred to in Subparagraph 58.1 of these Regulations;

59.2. in the case referred to in Subparagraph 58.2 of these Regulations:

59.2.1. an official letter of invitation and a contract or other documents which certify that the alien has an undertaking (company) registered in the Republic of Latvia or that he or she is a participant in such undertaking (company), or that he or she is the head of an agency of a foreign undertaking (company) registered in accordance with the procedures specified in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia;

59.2.2. a notarised duplicate (copy) of the registration certificate of the agency specified in Sub-paragraph 59.2.1 of these Regulations, and a certificate from the Enterprise Register regarding the founders of the undertaking (company) and the persons with the right to sign documents; and 

59.2.3. a notice from the territorial office of the State Revenue Service regarding the payment of taxes by the undertaking (company) referred to in Subparagraph 59.2.1 of these Regulations;

59.3. in the cases specified in Sub-paragraphs 58.3 and 58.4 of these Regulations – an official invitation from a State or local government institution which indicates the tasks and time periods for their performance;

59.4. in the case specified in Sub-paragraph 58.5 of these Regulations – a copy of the marriage certificate or of the birth certificate of a child; and

59.5. in cases provided for by the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia – an official invitation confirmed by the State employment service.

60. The question regarding the issuance of a special visa shall be examined within a time period of up to 30 days after the receipt of all necessary documents.

3.4.
Emergency Visa

61. An emergency visa is a single entry visa. The maximum term of validity of an emergency visa shall be seven days.

62. An emergency visa shall be issued to persons whose purpose for the entry into and residence in the Republic of Latvia is:

62.1. a visit to a close relative (to the third degree of kinship) or a brother-in-law or sister-in-law (the second degree of affinity) in the case of serious illness;

62.2. attendance of the funeral of a relative, or a brother-in-law or a sister in-law;

62.3. a visit to the place of burial of a close relative (to the third degree of kinship) or a brother-in-law or sister-in-law (the second degree of affinity) – not more than twice during a calendar year;

62.4. participation in the rectification of consequences of natural disasters, accidents or other emergency situations;

62.5. escorting of humanitarian aid consignments; or

62.6. other cases – in accordance with the decision of the head of the DCMA or the Director of the Department, or a person authorised by such.

63. In order to receive an emergency visa, a person shall submit:

63.1. documents that confirm the existence of the circumstances referred to in Paragraph 62 of these Regulations, and in cases provided for in Sub-paragraphs 62.1, 62.2 and 62.3 of these Regulations – documents which confirm the kinship or affinity of the person; and

63.2. a notice from the local governments of the Republic of Latvia, or from the Red Cross of Latvia, regarding burial sites in the Republic of Latvia – in the case referred to in Sub-paragraph 62.3 of these Regulations.

[8 February 2000]

64. A question regarding the issuance of an emergency visa shall be examined within 24 hours, but if the issuance of a visa must be co-ordinated with the DCMA – within 48 hours after the receipt of the necessary documents.

3.5.
Private Visa

65. Private visas may be entry visas and transit visas of any type.

66. A private visa shall be issued to persons whose status and/or purpose for entry into and residence in the Republic of Latvia may not be the basis for the issuance of a diplomatic, official, special, emergency or immigration visa.

67. In order to receive a private entry visa, a person shall submit the following documents in addition to the documents referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations: 

67.1. the citizens (nationals) of the states listed in Annex 2 of these Regulations for the receipt of a multiple visa – an invitation letter from a legal person of the Republic of Latvia with a reference regarding the necessity for such visa;

67.2. citizens and stateless persons from states which are not listed in Annex 2 of these Regulations – one of the following documents:

67.2.1. depending on the purpose of the entry, an invitation from a natural or a legal person of the Republic of Latvia, approved by the DCMA; 

67.2.2. a health resort or travel voucher confirmed in accordance with the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia, or a tourist carnet prepared pursuant to a specified pattern and issued by the Alliance of International Tourism (AIT);

67.2.3. documents that certify the existence of immovable property or an estate in the Republic of Latvia;

67.2.4. a summons from a court, prosecutor or investigative institution, which is certified by the signature and stamp of the head of the relevant institution;

67.2.5. documents which certify that the person is a Latvian or a Liv, or that at least one of his or her parents is a citizen of the Republic of Latvia; or

67.2.6. international carriers:

67.2.6.1. for the receipt of a single visa – documents (contracts, road haulage permits and others) that certify the necessity to convey freight to the Republic of Latvia and /or receive it in the Republic of Latvia, or a one-time road haulage permit issued by the Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Latvia;

67.2.6.2. for the receipt of a multiple visa for road haulage operators – either the documents referred to in Sub-paragraph 67.2.6.1 of these Regulations and an invitation from a legal person approved by the DCMA, or the following documents: a licence of the European Conference of the Ministers for Transport, a valid mandatory insurance policy of civil legal liability of the owners of land transport vehicles, a licence card for the performance of international transportation, a certification document (a contract or copy of such, a certification letter from an undertaking or a client, or another type of document) certifying that it is necessary for the relevant undertaking to conduct international transportation to the Republic of Latvia or from it, or in transit via the Republic of Latvia, and a driver’s licence for the relevant category of transport vehicle; and

67.2.6.3. carriers by rail of the states listed in Annex 3 of these Regulations for the receipt of a visa for the railway personnel that ensures carriage by rail – a list of the railway personnel positions approved by the Minister for Transport, a letter from a foreign railway carrier regarding the necessity for the relevant undertaking to conduct international transportation to the Republic of Latvia or from it, or in transit via the Republic of Latvia, and a list of the railway personnel;

67.2.7. journalists – a letter from the editorial office which indicates the purpose for the entry; or

67.2.8. for the receipt of a single entry visa for a time period up to ten days:

67.2.8.1. traveller’s cheques in the amount of 100 USD dollars for each day;

67.2.8.2. a document which certifies the reservation of a certified place of accommodation; or 

67.2.8.3. a round trip ticket with fixed dates;

67.3. the visa referred to in Sub-paragraph 67.2.8 shall not be extended; and 

67.4. citizens and aliens of states which are not listed in Annex 2 of these Regulations, if they request a visa at an agency which is not situated in the state of their citizenship – copies of the visa, residence permit or other documents which give the right to reside legally in the relevant state.

[31 August 1999; 14 March 2000; 28 March 2000]

68. Multiple private visas shall not be issued to persons whose purpose of entry is tourism. A multiple visa for a private visit shall be issued only in limited cases pursuant to a decision of the director of the Department, or the head of the DCMA, or a person authorised by such.

3.6.
Immigration Visa

69. An immigration visa is a single entry visa that gives the right to reside in the Republic of Latvia for 30 days, in order to receive a residence permit at the territorial office of the DCMA, on the basis of a residence permit approval.

70. An immigration visa shall be issued to persons not later than two months after the receipt of a residence permit approval, if a visa is necessary for their entry into the Republic of Latvia, as well as to persons for whom it is not necessary, but who have spent the number of permitted residence days within the specified period of time.

71. If an immigration visa is not used, a new immigration visa shall be issued on the basis of a new residence permit approval.

72. In order to receive an immigration visa, a person shall submit a travel document, the term of validity of which exceeds the intended term of validity of the residence permit specified in the residence permit approval by at least two months, or – in the case of permanent residence – is not less than a year.

73. If the residence permit approval is not used, visas of other categories shall be issued only after a revocation of the request for a residence permit.

3.7.
Airport Transit Visa
[9 May 2000]

73.1 An airport transit visa is a single, double or a multiple transit visa. The form of an airport transit visa is an individual visa.

73.2 An airport transit visa gives the right to aircraft passengers to cross only the transit zone of an airport during the landing of the aircraft, or during a change to another international flight, within the same airport.

73.3 If a person already has a Republic of Latvia residence permit, an entry visa or a transit visa, an airport transit visa shall not be necessary.

73.4 A single or a double airport transit visa shall be issued for a time period not longer than 48 hours.

73.5 The term of validity of a multiple airport transit visa shall not exceed three months.
4.
Group Visa

74. A group visa may be a single or a double entry visa, or a single or a double transit visa; by category – a private visa or an emergency visa.

75. A group visa shall be issued to an organised group of persons the participants of which enter the Republic of Latvia, stay in the State and depart from it together.

76. In order to receive a group visa it is permitted to submit copies of travel documents from which the term of validity of the documents can be determined.

77. The maximum term of validity of a group visa shall be 30 days.

5.
Control of Visa Requirements

78. Officials of the State Border Guard shall perform border control in accordance with the procedures prescribed by the Minister for the Interior.

79. An official of the State Border Guard shall take a decision regarding permission for a person to enter or not to enter the State. If the decision is positive, an endorsement in the form of a stamp shall be made in the travel document of the alien or the stateless person, indicating the place and time of the border crossing, unless other procedures are specified in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia or the international agreements binding upon Latvia.

80. An official of the State Border Guard shall make an endorsement regarding the entry into and departure from the Republic of Latvia both on the group visa and in the travel document of each member of the group.

81. Upon the request of an official of the State Border Guard, an alien or a stateless person shall present the traveller’s cheques referred to in Sub-paragraph 67.2.8.1 of these Regulations, or a travel voucher or a tourist carnet completed in conformity with Alliance of International Tourism (AIT) referred to in Sub-paragraph 67.2.2 of these Regulations.

[14 March 2000]

82. The State Border Guard, the DCMA and the Immigration Police Department shall control the entry and residence of aliens and stateless persons in the Republic of Latvia in accordance with these Regulations and in accordance with instructions approved by the Minister for the Interior.

83. Persons up to the age of 16 years shall cross the border of the Republic of Latvia together with their parents, guardians or other persons who are responsible for them, if:

83.1. the travel document of the responsible persons contains an entry regarding the aforementioned minors, and the regulatory enactments of the relevant foreign state do not provide for different procedures regarding the preparation of travel documents; and 

83.2. information about the minor is written in the visa of the Republic of Latvia (if such visa is necessary) issued to the person who accompanies the aforementioned minor.

84. If the border is crossed by a minor up to the age of 16 years, accompanied by his or her parents, guardians or other responsible persons, also a photo of the minor shall be attached to the travel document, if the regulatory enactments of the relevant foreign state do not provide for different procedures regarding the preparation of travel documents.

85. If the border is crossed by a minor up to the age of 16 years, accompanied by other responsible persons, he or she shall have an authorisation from his or her parents or guardians, certified by a notary.

86. If persons who have not reached the age of 16 years cross the border of the Republic of Latvia on their own, they shall have a travel document and a valid entry visa (if such visa is necessary).

87. An alien or a stateless person who has illegally crossed the border of the Republic of Latvia, resided in the Republic of Latvia without a valid visa, or assisted another alien or stateless person to illegally cross the border of the Republic of Latvia, shall be held liable in accordance with the procedures prescribed in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia.

88. When an alien or a stateless person departs from the Republic of Latvia, an endorsement in the form of a stamp shall be made in his or her travel document, indicating the place and time of the border crossing, unless other procedures are specified in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia or the international agreements binding upon Latvia.

6.
Closing Provisions

89. Visas which have been issued pursuant to the Regulations on Entry Visas of the Republic of Latvia and the Procedures for their Issuance (adopted by the 19 February 1993 decision of the Council of Ministers No. 90, On the Procedures Regarding the Issuance of Entry Visas of the Republic of Latvia and the Control of Persons Crossing the State Border), before the coming into force of these Regulations, shall be valid for entry into the Republic of Latvia during the time period specified in the visa.

90. The following are repealed:

90.1. The 19 February 1993 decision of the Council of Ministers No. 90, On the Procedures Regarding the Issuance of Entry Visas of the Republic of Latvia and the Control of Persons Crossing the State Border (Latvijas Republikas Augstākās Padomes un Valdības Ziņotājs, 1993, Nos. 10/11, 18/19;. Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1993, No. 29; 1994, No. 142; 1995, Nos. 6, 51; 1996, Nos. 93,135; 1997, No. 23);

90.2. The 18 March 1993 decision of the Council of Ministers, On Amendments and Additions to the 19 February 1993 Decision of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Latvia No. 90 (Latvijas Republikas Augstākās Padomes un Valdības Ziņotājs, 1993, No. 18/19);

90.3. The 19 May 1993 decision of the Council of Ministers No. 249, On Additions to the 19 February 1993 Decision of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Latvia No. 90 and On the Provisional Control Regulations Regarding the Railway Service Staff who Cross the Border of the Republic of Latvia (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1993, No. 29);

90.4. The 29 November 1994 Cabinet Regulation No. 219, On Amendments to the 19 February 1993 Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 90, On the Procedures Regarding the Issuance of Entry Visas of the Republic of Latvia and the Control of Persons Crossing the State Border (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1994, No. 142);

90.5. The 10 January 1995 Cabinet Regulation No. 18, On Amendments to the 19 February 1993 Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 90, On the Procedures Regarding the Issuance of Entry Visas of the Republic of Latvia and the Control of Persons Crossing the State Border (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1995, No. 6);

90.6. The 21 May 1996 Cabinet Regulation No. 184, Amendments to the 19 February 1993 Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 90, On the Procedures Regarding the Issuance of Entry Visas of the Republic of Latvia and the Control of Persons Crossing the State Border (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 93);

90.7. The 6 August 1996 Cabinet Regulation No. 317, Amendments to the 19 February 1993 Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 90, On the Procedures Regarding the Issuance of Entry Visas of the Republic of Latvia and the Control of Persons Crossing the State Border (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 135); and

90.8. The 14 January 1997 Cabinet Regulation No. 31, Amendments to the 19 February 1993 Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 90, On the Procedures Regarding the Issuance of Entry Visas of the Republic of Latvia and the Control of Persons Crossing the State Border (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1997, No. 23).

91. These Regulations shall come into force on 19 April 1999.

Prime Minister
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State Border Crossing Locations in the Republic of Latvia where Foreign Citizens (Nationals) may Receive Republic of Latvia Visas
International Airport Rīga

Minister for the Interior
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Cabinet Regulation No. 131

6 April 1999

States, the Citizens (Nationals) of which do not have to Submit an Invitation Approved by the Department of Citizenship and Migration Affairs of the Ministry of the Interior to Receive a Republic of Latvia Visa and who may Receive Republic of Latvia Visas at the State Border Crossing Locations of the Republic of Latvia:

1. Republic of Argentina 

2. Commonwealth of Australia

3. Federal Republic of Brazil

4. Negara Brunei Darussalam
5. Republic of Bulgaria

6. Republic of Chile

7. Republic of South Africa

8. Republic of Guatemala

9. State of Israel

10. New Zealand

11. Canada

12. Republic of Cyprus

13. Republic of Korea
14. Republic of Costa Rica

15. Malaysia
16. United Mexican States

17. Principality of Monaco

18. Republic of Panama

19. Republic of Paraguay

20. Republic of San Marino

21. Republic of Singapore

22. Uruguay

23. Republic of Venezuela

[31 August 1999: 11 July 2000]

Acting for the Minister for the Interior – Minister for Justice

I. Labucka

Annex 3

Cabinet Regulation No. 131 

6 April 1999

States, the Citizens (Nationals) of which may receive Republic of Latvia Entry Visas on the Basis of a Health Resort or Travel Voucher, Approved in Accordance with the Procedures Prescribed by Cabinet Regulations of the Republic of Latvia, or a tourist carnet completed in conformity with Alliance of International Tourism (AIT), or the documents referred to in Sub-paragraph 67.2.6.3
[14 March 2000; 18 March 2000]

1. Republic of Belarus

2. Republic of Kazakhstan

3. Kyrgyz Republic 

4. Russian Federation

5. Republic of Moldova

6. Ukraine

7. Republic of Uzbekistan

Minister for the Interior
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APPLICATION FORM FOR THE RECEIPT OF REPUBLIC OF LATVIA VISA

PLEASE COMPLETE IN PRINTED LETTERS

	01 Surname ______________________________


	Photo

	02 Former surname (if changed) ______________


	

	03 Given name(s) ___________________________


	

	04 Gender: Female |_| Male |_|
	OFFICIAL NOTATIONS:

	05 Date of birth ____________________________


	|_| Visa issued 

	06 Country and place of birth_________________


	|_| Issuance of visa postponed

	07 Citizenship _____________________________ 
	|_| Visa refused (reason for the refusal)

	08 Marital status 

single |_| 

married |_| 

divorced |_| 

widowed |_|


	

	09 Given name, surname, data of birth of spouse ______ 
	Series and number of visa: 

	10 Travel document

citizen’s passport |_|

diplomatic or official passport |_|

other document (please specify) |_|__________

10.1 Series and number of the document __________

10.2 Date of issuance _______

10.3 Term of validity_____

The term of validity of a travel document must exceed the term of validity of the requested visa by at least 2 months.

10.4 Place and issuing authority________________

11 Address and telephone number of permanent place of residence _______________

12 Address and telephone number of the current place of residence (if other than permanent place) ________

13 Occupation

14 Exact name, address and telephone number of the place of work or studies​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________

15 Purpose of entry:___________________________

16 You are requesting a: single |_| double |_| multiple |_| transit |_| visa for the time period from ______ to _________

17 If you request a transit visa, please indicate:

17.1 the State to which you will depart from the Republic of Latvia_____________________________

17.2 Do you have an entry visa for the third country?

yes |_| no |_| not necessary |_|


	 |_|_|_|-

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Valid from

|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_

until 

|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 Duration of stay 

__________ days

Number of entries ____
Category

|_|_|_|_|

______ persons included in the visa

 Code of the issuer

|_|_|_|

Date of application for visa: 

|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Date of issuance of visa:

|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Official’s signature and full name: 

_____________


18 Intended means of transport for the entry ____________

19 Intended place of residence in the Republic of Latvia (address, telephone) __________

________________________________________________________________________

20 Information regarding the inviter ________________________________________________________________ 

given name, surname, address, telephone of a person, or name, address, telephone of an undertaking (company, institution, organisation)

21 Indicate how you intend to finance your residence in the Republic of Latvia: 

Residence financed personally by the requester of visa |_| 

Residence financed by the inviter |_| 

other financing* |_| 

*____________________________________________________

given name, surname, address, telephone number of a person or name, address, telephone number of an undertaking (company, institution, organisation)

22 If you have visited the Republic of Latvia, indicate the time of the previous visit _________________________________

23 Are there any restrictions that prevent you from returning to your country of nationality or home country? _______________________________________

24 If you are travelling together with persons whose data are written in your passport, indicate: ===================================================================

given name

surname

date of birth
gender

citizenship
degree of kinship

A Republic of Latvia entry visa does not give the right to paid employment.

I hereby confirm that I have understood the questions of this application form and the information provided by me is complete and truthful. I am aware that the provision of false information may deprive me from the possibility to receive a Republic of Latvia visa, to enter the State, as well as be the basis for the annulment of a visa that has already been issued. I am aware that the receipt of a visa is only one of the preconditions for entry into the State, and it does not give the right to oppose a decision of the officials of the State Border Guard and the Migration Services.

I have been informed that in cases when it is necessary to extend the residence period in Latvia, documents must be submitted at least three working days before the expiry of the term of validity of the previous visa.

If this application form is submitted by a representative of a legal person, or by another natural person in your name, please indicate: ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

the name, address and telephone of the legal person and/or the given name, surname, address and telephone of the natural person

Place _______ Date ​​​​​​​​​​​​________ Signature of applicant ______________

 ATTACHED DOCUMENTS:

|_| invitation number __________________

|_| invitation letter 

|_| written guarantee (commitment) to cover the expenditures of residence and medical care

|_| minutes of the interview

|_| opinion of the Department of Citizenship and Migration Affairs_____________

|_| other document _____________________

|_| copies of the passport, valid visas and/or residence permits

PRESENTED DOCUMENTS:

|_| insurance policy ______________No. ______________

|_| ticket (date, route) _____________________

|_| traveller’s cheques (indicate the amount) __________________

|_| reservation of a certified place of accommodation (name or other data) _________________________

|_| other document

Signature of the person accepting the documents _____________

Minister for the Interior
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Example of the stamp “Vīza anulēta” [Visa annulled]
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Latvijas Republika [Republic of Latvia]

VĪZA ANULĒTA [VISA ANNULLED]
Vieta  [Place] ___________

Datums [Date] ___________

Paraksts [Signature] ___________


Minister for the Interior
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Cabinet Regulation No. 131 

6 April 1999

Example of the stamp “Vīza atteikta” [Visa refused]


Latvijas Republika [Republic of Latvia]

“VĪZA ATTEIKTA” [VISA REFUSED]

Vieta [Place]___________

Datums [Date] ___________

Paraksts [Signature] ___________


Minister for the Interior






R. Jurdžs

Annex 7

Cabinet Regulation No. 131 

6 April 1999

States, the Citizens (Nationals) of which Are Required to Have an Airport Transit Visa
1. Afghanistan

2. Bangladesh

3. Eritrea

4. Ethiopia

5. Ghana

6. Iraq

7. Iran

8. Congo Democratic Republic

9. Nigeria

10. Pakistan

11. Somalia

12. Sri Lanka

[9 May 2000]

Minister for the Interior






M. Segliņš

Translation © 2001 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre)
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