Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Order No. 101

Riga, 21 February 2012

On Establishment of the Centre for Disease Prevention and Control and Reorganisation of State Administrative Institutions Subordinated to the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Agriculture

1. In accordance with Section 15, Paragraph one of the State Administration Structure Law an institution of direct administration under subordination of the Minister for Health the Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (hereinafter – the Centre for Disease Prevention and Control) shall be established on 1 April 2012.

2. To ensure development and operational efficiency of the institutional system of State administration, in accordance with Section 15, Paragraph four, Clauses 2 and 5 of the State Administration Structure Law, the functions and administrative tasks of the State agency "Infectology Centre of Latvia" (hereinafter – the Infectology Centre) shall be transferred to the Centre for Disease Prevention and Control and the limited liability company “Rīgas Austrumu klīniskās universitātes slimnīca” [Riga East Clinical University Hospital] by 1 April 2012 (the Infectology Centre ceases to exist).

3. As the legal successors of the functions, administrative tasks, rights, commitments, financial resources, property and record sInfectology Centre of Latvia shall be determined:

3.1. the Centre for Disease Prevention and Control – in the fields related to implementation of the following tasks:

3.1.1. to perform epidemiological surveillance and monitoring of infectious diseases, registration, investigation thereof, collection of statistical data on infectious diseases, to organize measures for prevention of infectious diseases and limiting the spread thereof. To participate in the management of emergencies and prevention of epidemic (pandemic) threats;

3.1.2. to plan, coordinate and monitor implementation of the immunization program, to plan vaccination of the population, to compile vaccine orders by bodies responsible for vaccination and prepare vaccine orders for medicinal product wholesalers, to provide vaccination monitoring and preparation of statistical data, to perform epidemiological investigation of cases of vaccination related complications;

3.1.3. to establish and develop a national information and monitoring systems for HIV, HBV, HCV and other infections and coordinate the operation of the referred-to system;

3.1.4. to organize storage, inventory and distribution of immunobiological preparations to medical treatment institutions;

3.1.5. to cooperate with State and local government authorities, non-governmental organizations, individuals and international authorities in the field of epidemiological safety by providing exchange of information and experience, training and implementation of joint projects;

3.1.6. to ensure cooperation with the World Health Organization, the European Commission, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control and public health authorities of other countries in the epidemiological surveillance issues of infectious diseases and other epidemiological safety issues, to provide maintenance of the functioning of the Early Warning and Response System and its coordination in the State;

3.1.7. to develop methodological recommendations and provide methodological support to medical treatment institutions, local governments and other authorities in the field of epidemiological safety;

3.2. the limited liability company “Rīgas Austrumu klīniskās universitātes slimnīca” – in the fields related to the following tasks:

3.2.1. to perform specific prevention of infectious diseases and to provide highly qualified and high-quality outpatient consultative and inpatient medical assistance of secondary and tertiary level to patients of infectious diseases, by using modern diagnostic methods and effective antimicrobial and antiviral therapy;

3.2.2. to ensure isolation and treatment of patients of epidemiologically dangerous infectious diseases in specialised departments as set out in the laws and regulations, by using personal and collective protective equipment for the personnel;

3.2.3. to develop methodological recommendations and provide methodological support to medical treatment institutions in the field of treatment of infectious diseases;

3.2.4. to perform a centralised diagnosis of less frequently occurring infectious diseases and to improve diagnostic and treatment technology of infectious diseases, including to introduce new, modern laboratory based diagnostic techniques of infectious diseases, based on the direct identification of infectious agents, to expand detection of the microbial resistance to antibiotics and participate in relevant international projects, to improve existing algorithms for laboratory based diagnostics of infection diseases and to expand the diagnostic spectrum, as well as to perform the tasks of the National Reference Centre in the field of microbiology and virology, to organize and carry out a comparative inter-laboratory testing;

3.2.5. to train medical practitioners, students, residents and other persons in the field of infectology, including specific prevention and laboratory diagnostics of infectious diseases;

3.2.6. to provide psychological and social support and assistance to patients of infectious diseases (especially of HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases) and other individuals, by improving the functions of the confidential hotline;

3.2.7. to perform theoretical and applied research – to prepare projects and carry out scientific research with priority to the Latvian national interest in the fields related to infectology and to publish the research results in editions of Latvia and international level, to manage national and international scientific processes, to participate in information exchange systems of Latvia and other states in the field of infectology, to conduct clinical and epidemiological studies and observations.

4. It shall be determined that from 1 April 2012 the Infectology Centre ceases to perform functions set out in Paragraph 3 of Cabinet Regulation No. 8 of 4 January 2005, By-laws of the State Agency "Infectology Centre of Latvia” and the State administrative tasks related thereto shall be transferred to authorities referred to in Paragraph 3 of this Order.

5. In accordance with Section 15, Paragraph three, Clause 4 of the State Administration Structure Law from 1 April 2012 the following administrative tasks of the National Health Service shall be transferred to the Centre for Disease Prevention and Control:

5.1. to develop proposals based on scientific evidence for health care and public health policy-making and submit proposals on its priorities;

5.2. to acquire, compile, process and analyse statistical information on public health and health care;

5.3. to perform the public health monitoring;
5.4. to ensure the function of the State specialised centre for the membership in the European information network on drugs and drug addiction (Reitox) maintained by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction according to Regulation (EC) No 1920/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 on the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction;
5.5. according to Council Decision 2005/387/JHA of 10 May 2005 on the information exchange, risk-assessment and control of new psychoactive substances, to ensure the information exchange between the State specialized centre and the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction on the production, illicit trafficking and use of new psychoactive substances and preparations containing new psychoactive substances;

5.6. to ensure functioning of the State Population Genome Register.

6. In accordance with Section 15, Paragraph three, Clause 4 of the State Administration Structure Law, from 1 April 2012 the following administrative tasks of the Health Inspectorate shall be transferred to the Centre for Disease Prevention and Control:

6.1. to monitor non-infectious diseases, as well as to evaluate the environmental factors which may affect the health of the population;

6.2. to create and maintain the Database for Ingredients of Tobacco Products.

7. In accordance with Section 15, Paragraph three, Clause 4 of the State Administration Structure Law, from 1 April 2012 the following administrative task of the Health Inspectorate shall be transferred to the Food and Veterinary Service – to perform tasks assigned to the competent authority in conformity with the requirements set out in Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 December 2006 on nutrition and health claims made on foods with regard to the cooperation with the European Commission and the European Food Safety Authority.
8. The Centre for Disease Prevention and Control shall be determined as the legal successor of the rights, commitments, financial resources, property and records of the National Health Service in accordance with Paragraph 5 of this Order.

9. The Centre for Disease Prevention and Control shall be determined as the legal successor of the rights, commitments, financial resources, property and records of the Health Inspectorate in accordance with Paragraph 6 of this Order.

10. The Food and Veterinary Service shall be determined as the legal successor of the rights, commitments, property and records of the Health Inspectorate in accordance with Paragraph 7 of this Order.

11. Expenses related to the reorganisation (liquidation) of the State administrative institutions referred to in this Order shall be covered by the funds allocated to the respective institution from the State budget.

12. The Infectology Centre shall submit documents to the National Archives of Latvia in accordance with the procedures set out in the laws and regulations.

13. The Minister for Health shall establish the Institutional Reorganisation Committee referred to in this Order within a week after the coming into force of this Order. The Reorganisation Committee shall carry out an inventory of the material and financial resources, determine the value of the property and amount of commitments, as well as provide transfer of financial resources, property, commitments and records.

14. The Centre for Disease Prevention and Control shall make amendments to the State information systems register and take over the functions of the manager from the following State information systems:

14.1. from the Infectology Centre:

14.1.1. the State Register of HIV/AIDS cases;

14.1.2. the State Register of Tuberculosis patients;

14.1.3. the State Infectious Diseases and Monitoring System (VISUMS);

14.2. from the National Health Service:

14.2.1. the Register of patients suffering from certain diseases;

14.2.2. the State Population Genome Register;

14.2.3. the Register of Newborns;

14.2.4. the Database of Causes of Death of Inhabitants of Latvia;

14.2.5. the Public Health Monitoring and Reporting System (SVMZS);

14.2.6. the Database of Use of In-patient Bed Fund;

14.2.7. the Database of State Statistical Reports on Health Care Sector.

15. The Centre for Disease Prevention and Control shall make amendments to the State information systems register by registering the Database for Ingredients of Tobacco Products and perform the functions of its manager.

16. The Health Inspectorate shall make amendments to the State information systems register by registering the Database for Ingredients of Cosmetic Products and perform the functions of its manager.

17. The Ministry of Health shall draw up and the Minister for Health shall submit to the Cabinet the draft legal acts related to establishment of the institution of direct administration, as well as the reorganisation and liquidation provided for in this Order by 15 March 2012 in accordance with the certain procedures.

Acting for the Prime Minister – Minister for Welfare
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