Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Order No. 560

Adopted 22 November 2013

On the Action Plan for Higher Education and Science Development for the Time Period from 20 November 2013 until 31 December 2014

1. Approve the Action Plan for Higher Education and Science Development for the Time Period from 20 November 2013 until 31 December 2014 (hereinafter – Plan).

2. Appoint the Ministry of Education and Science as the authority responsible for the implementation of the Plan.

3. Oblige the institutions involved in the implementation of the Plan to submit a report on the implementation results of the Plan within the scope of the competence to the Ministry of Education and Science until 1 February 2015.

4. Assign the Ministry of Education and Science to prepare and assign the Minister for Education and Science to submit an informative report on the execution of the Plan to the Cabinet until 1 April 2015.

5. Assign the institutions involved to ensure in 2013 and 2014 the implementation of the measures provided for in the Plan according to the State budget resources allocated for the purpose.
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(Cabinet Order

No. 560

of 22 November 2013)

Summary of the Action Plan for Higher Education and Science Development for the Time Period from 20 November 2013 until 31 December 2014

The Action Plan for Higher Education and Science Development for the Time Period from 20 November 2013 until 31 December 2014 (hereinafter – Plan) has been drawn up on the basis of Paragraph 30 of Cabinet Regulation No. 1178 of 13 October 2009, Regulations Regarding Development Planning Documents and Impact Assessment”, which prescribes that an institution shall commence drawing up of planning documents upon its own initiative if the term of operation of the current planning document expires and it is necessary to continue the State policy in this sector, as well as if a problem is established for the solving of which a policy approved for the respective sector is necessary. Taking into account that the term of operation of the Action Plan for the Reforms Necessary in Higher Education and Science 2010-2012 (approved by Cabinet Order No. 458 of 5 August 2010, On the Action Plan for the Reforms Necessary in Higher Education and Science 2010-2012) expired on 31 December 2012, the Ministry of Education and Science has prepared a new short-term planning document in order to further implement the reforms necessary in higher education and science according to the tasks assigned in the field of higher education and science in the development planning documents of Latvia.

The main objective laid down in the Action Plan is to ensure high-quality, internationally competitive and science-based higher education which is implemented by efficiently managed institutions possessing consolidated resources. To this end, it is necessary to promote openness of higher education, to enhance the public financing system, to create an efficient system for education quality management and monitoring, as well as to strengthen the link between higher education, research and industry.

The Action Plan covers measures in three main directions of activity:

* enhancement of the quality of studies and scientific activity;

* efficient use of the resources of the education sector and integration with science;

* internationalisation of higher education and science and enhancement of their international competitiveness.

The measures provided for in the Plan in the area of higher education may be divided into two main groups:

1) systemic measures aimed at enhancing the quality and efficiency of the higher education sector by addressing the shortcomings and problems analysed in the informative report “On Further Actions of the Ministry of Education and Science in the Field of Science and Higher Education Reforms” (reviewed and noted at the Cabinet on 3 January 2013, Protocol No. 1, Paragraph 40(1)). In this respect the most important measures include development of an assessment (accreditation) system of the external quality of higher education, drawing up of a financing model, as well as measures aimed at promoting the conformity of higher education with the labour market requirements;

2) measures aimed at functional consolidation of intellectual and material resources of higher education and science, at creating and developing internationally competitive institutions and associations (for instance, consortiums), as well as of a set of instruments promoting excellence in academic and research work, this being a precondition for investments from the EU Structural Funds. These measures provide for both enhancement of the regulatory framework and co-ordination of the activities of higher education and scientific institutions, and an increase in the so-called “critical mass”.

Taking into account that the Action Plan covers a time period of 14 months and the funds allocated for implementation of the measures included therein are limited, the Plan does not include all the essential aspects of development of higher education but only those requiring special attention in the current and the next year. The measures aimed at promoting accessibility of higher education and lifelong learning are included in the draft guidelines for education development 2014-2020.

As the Action Plan also provides for improvements in the field of science and innovations, the objectives, directions of activity and measures outlined in the draft guidelines for science, technology development and innovations 2014-2020 were taken into account when drafting the Plan.

When drafting the Action Plan, the conclusions presented in the informative final report of the Ministry of Education and Science, On Implementation of the Action Plan for the Reforms Necessary in Higher Education and Science 2010-2012
, were taken into account, summarising and assessing the results achieved during last three years, as well as defining the most current measures to be further implemented in 2013 and 2014.

The Action Plan covers 23 measures, and the Ministry of Economics, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Health, the Higher Education Council, the State Education Development Agency and other institutions related to higher education are the institutions responsible for and involved in its implementation. The Action Plan shall be implemented in co-operation with the Latvian Employers’ Confederation, the Latvian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Latvian Trade Union of Education and Science Employees, the Student Union of Latvia, institutions of higher education and sectoral associations.

In order to agree with the sectoral representatives and co-operation partners on an optimal draft development action plan, the Ministry of Education and Science organised a public discussion on the draft action plan by publishing it on the website of the Ministry and by continuously encouraging the interested organisations and persons to present their proposals. In order to discuss the measures included in the draft action plan, the Ministry of Education and Science organised recurrent discussions in several working groups in which approximately 100 persons participated in total.

Financing of the measures included in the Plan is provided for within the scope of the current State budget funds allocated to the responsible institutions. Financial support to the development of higher education in the new implementation period of the EU Funds is planned starting from 2015.
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