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Introduction

In accordance with Section 65, Clause 8 of the Protection of the Rights of the Child Law the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs in co-operation with other State and local government institutions prepares a report on the condition of children in the State once a year since 2003 summarising information regarding the quality of life of children in Latvia and submits it to the Saeima and the Cabinet. 

The report compiles information regarding the most current fields, which characterise the condition of children, identifies the main problems and analyses causes thereof. Information is classified according to the children's rights declared in the Convention on the Rights of the Child: rights to health and health care, rights to welfare, rights to familial care, rights to education, rest and leisure and cultural events, children’s civil rights and freedoms, as well as special protection of children. The report compiles information regarding measures taken in 2005 for the improvement of the condition of children in Latvia. 

In order to obtain a more detailed insight into the condition of children in the State, statistical data regarding the years 2003, 2004 and 2005 are included and compared in the Report, as well as changes in this field during the preceding decade – since 1995 – have been evaluated. Analysis of the situation in the field of employment, education, home, health, social services, culture, sports, protection of the rights and interests of children and youth and in other fields is provided.

Information regarding the condition of children in the State compiled by the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs, the Ministry of Education and Science, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Welfare, the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of Health, the Secretariat of Special Assignments Minister for Society Integration Affairs, as well as the Central Statistics Bureau, is included in the report.

1. Evaluation of the Demographic Situation

1.1. Number of Residents

In 2005 the number of residents in Latvia continued to decrease and as in the preceding year the number of deceased persons (in 2005 – 32 777) exceeded the number of births (in 2005 – 21 629) in all the Republic’s towns and districts.

There were 2 294 000 residents in Latvia at the beginning of 2005 (in 2004 – 2 306 000), which is 11 800 less than in the preceding year. The number of residents in Latvia has decreased by 80 000 in the time period from the beginning of 1999 to the beginning of 2004. 

The largest number of births was registered in 2003 for the first time since 1996 – 21 006 children were born, but in 2004 the birth rate reduced again a little – 20 334 children (-672) were born, which, however, is a little bit more than in the preceding years in the time period from 1996 to 2002. One of the possible means for promotion of birth could be the raising of the amount of State social benefit for families with children.

The improvement of the birth indicator is observed in 2005 when 21 629 children were born in Latvia, which is the highest number of newborn infants in the last decade. By comparison, 20 334 children were born in 2004, which, however, is more than during the preceding years in the time period from 1996 to 2002. 

The number of children born in towns in 2005 exceeded the number of children born in 2004 by 771 children (in 2005 – 14 591, in 2004 – 13 820 children), but in the countryside 6 906 children were born in 2005, which is 392 children more than in 2004 (6 514 children).

The proportion of children in the total number of residents decreased in 2005, composing 18.9 % in the total number of residents. Thus, also the level of the demographic load reduced in Latvia – 565, but in 2004 – 591 the number of persons not having reached and having exceeded working age on average per 1 000 persons.

Table 1. Number of Childbirths and Newborn Infants
	Year
	Number of childbirths


	Number of new-born infants



	
	Total
	Including
	Total
	Including live births
	Of which

	
	
	With twins
	With triplets
	
	
	In towns
	In countryside

	1990
	37 814
	315
	1
	38 144
	37 918
	23 827
	14 091

	1995
	21 575
	214
	-
	21 789
	21 595
	13 324
	8 271

	1996
	19 769
	200
	-
	19 969
	19 782
	12 083
	7 699

	1997
	18 830
	166
	11
	18 999
	18 830
	11 698
	7 132

	1998
	18 445
	144
	-
	18 589
	18 410
	11 328
	7 082

	1999
	19 351
	206
	2
	19 561
	19 396
	12 072
	7 324

	2000
	20 230
	172
	2
	20 406
	20 248
	12 737
	7 511

	2001
	19 614
	180
	4
	19 802
	19 664
	12 531
	7 133

	2002
	20 006
	208
	3
	20 220
	20 044
	12 938
	7 106

	2003
	20 910
	222
	2
	21 136
	21 006
	13 891
	7 115

	2004
	20 235
	231
	2
	20 470
	20 334
	13 820
	6 514

	2005
	21 376
	241
	5
	21 629
	21 497
	14 591
	6 906


Source: CSB data
1.2. Mother’s Age

The level of birth of children in resident age groups from 25-39 years increased in 2005 in comparison with 2004. Altogether 13 685 children were born to this age group in 2005, which is 1 260 children more than in 2004.

The average age of a mother of a newborn infant continued to increase in 2005 and it was 28 years (in 1995 – 26 years, in 2004 – 27.7 years). The average age of a mother when the first child is born is also increasing, and it was 25.2 years in 2005 or 1.7 years more than in 1995.

Birth of children in the age group up to 18 years of age reduced in 2005 in comparison with 1995, however, in comparison with the preceding 2004, the birth rate in this age group increased by 32 cases (in 1995 – 506, in 2004 – 254, in 2005 – 286).

The number of minor mothers in comparison with years 2003 and 2004 has increased, i.e., 451 adolescents from 15-17 years of age have given birth in 2005, which is 11 adolescents more than in 2004.

1.3. Number of Children in a Family

 The number of children who are born in a family as the second children, has increased – 6 873 – in 2005 in comparison with 2004, and that is 563 children more than in 2004 when 6 310 children were born in the family as the second children. Birth of the third and the fourth children in the family continued to increase, however birth of the fifth children in the family diminished by 32 children (in 2005 – 570 children, in 2004 – 602 children).

1.4. Most Significant Tendencies in the Demographic Situation

· The number of residents in Latvia continued to decrease in 2005 and as in the preceding year the number of deceased persons exceeded the number of births;
· in 2005 an improvement of the birth indicators was observed, 21 620 children were born in Latvia, which is the highest number of new-born infants during the last decade and which is more than in 2004 (20 334); 

· the number of children in the total number of residents decreased in 2005 and composed 18.9 % in the total number of residents, thus decreasing the level of the demographic load in Latvia;

· in 2005 the birth of children increased for women in the age group 25-39 years of age, when 13 685 children were born to the women of this age group, which is 1 260 children more than in 2004;

· in 2005 the birth of children to minor mothers increased by 32 children;

· the average age of a mother increased by almost two years since 1995 and it was 28 years in 2005;

· the number of live born children increased by 1 163 in 2005 in comparison with 2004;

· the number of such families, in which the second, the third and the fourth child was born, increased.

2. Rights of the Child to Health and Health Care Services

2.1. Early Childhood Development

2.1.1. Health Condition of New-born Infants

Indicators as regards the health condition of newborn infants in Latvia in 2005 do not differ significantly from the preceding year. The proportion of practically healthy newborn infants (I health group – healthy children who do not have chronic illnesses, physical development according to the age) slightly increased, thus causing a decrease in the proportion of newborn infants in the II health group (children with the risk of development of chronic illnesses). Of the newborn infants 3.5% were in the III health group (children with chronic illnesses in a compensated, sub-compensated or decompensated form). But more significant improvements took place in the field of health condition of new-born infants and in comparison with 1995 the number of new-born infants in the I health group increased by 12 %, in the II health group it decreased by 10.9 %, and in the III group it decreased by 1.1 %.

Table 2. Health Condition of Newborn Infants in Latvia
(number of children under medical observation)
	Year


	Distribution in health groups, %

	
	I group
	II group
	III group

	1995
	41.3
	54.1
	4.6

	2003
	51.6
	44.4
	4.0

	2004
	52.3
	43.8
	3.9

	2005
	53.3
	43.2
	3.5


Source: CSB data
The morbidity rate of children during the first year of life slightly increased (+293) – from 44 048 cases in 2004 to 44 341 cases in 2005. The most significant diseases in the morbidity structure of the health condition of newborn infants still were respiratory tract diseases, followed by specific conditions originating in the perinatal period, digestive system diseases, nervous system diseases and infections and parasitic diseases.


In comparison with 2004, different kinds of morbidity increased in 2005 in the result of consequences of injuries, poisoning and other external causes, which 550 children (+67) up to 1 year of age suffered. However, in 2005 specific conditions of the perinatal period decreased (-465) – 4 526 cases in comparison with 2004 when there were 4 991 cases.

The number of children with digestive system diseases increased in 2005 in comparison with 2004 by 105 cases (in 2005 – 3 285 cases). However, in comparison with 2004 (1 190 cases of contracting a disease) the number of infection and parasitic diseases decreased by 104 cases (in 2005 – 1 086 cases).  

  According to statistical data, during the previous years newborn infants fell ill less often. In 2005 the total frequency of morbidity of newborn infants decreased – from 405.8 events of diseases per 1 000 live born children in 2004 to 382 cases of diseases per 1 000 live born children in 2005. 

2.1.2. Initiatives and Measures Promoting Healthy Development of Infants

The increase of the proportion of breastfed infants in 2005 is evaluated positively. In the time period from 2000 to 2005 the proportion of breastfed children up to 1 year of age increased from 9% to 17% and for children up to 6 months of age from 29% to 44%. The chance of survival of breastfed children within the first months of life are at least six times higher because breastfeeding decreases the death rate from infectious diseases. 

3. Table. Proportion of Breastfed Children (%)
	
	2000
	2003
	2004
	2005

	1 month
	87
	91
	91
	92

	6 months
	29
	39
	42
	44

	12 months
	9
	14
	16
	17


Source: CSB data
However, these indicators are still low. Thus, it is important to continue to educate society regarding the significance of mother’s milk in the health and development of the child. Moreover, it is important to ensure the observance of the rights guaranteed by legislation to such working mothers who continue to breastfeed children. 

In 2005 there were several initiatives for the promotion of the healthy development of infants, which were mainly organised and ensured by the HPSA.

For example, the Baby-Friendly Hospital initiative was implemented, within the framework of which at the end of 2005 the title of Baby-Friendly Hospital had already been granted to 10 medical treatment institutions of Latvia, which ensure birth assistance. Also informative material “Zīdīšanas ABC” [ABC of Breastfeeding], “Kā zīdīt savu mazuli” [How To Breastfeed Your Child] in Latvian and Russian was published and made available free of charge in all medical treatment institutions, which ensure birth assistance. The work of the HPSA was directed towards implementation of the requirements of the Global Criteria and the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes.

2.1.2.1. Vaccination of Infants

Vaccination is the most efficient mean for prophylaxis of infectious diseases. It radically reduces the morbidity with infectious diseases or even completely controls some of them, prevents the threats of a potential epidemic, and helps to reduce significantly social and economic losses caused by infectious diseases. The fact that in comparison with 2004 the morbidity with vaccine-dependent infectious diseases in 2005 decreased (pertussis, meningococcal infection, rubella, mumps) or remained at the level of the previous years (diphtheria) is evaluated positively. The stable tendency of increase in the immunisation level observed in Latvia is also evaluated positively. In 2005 the immunisation level reached the preferable vaccination level of 95% against almost all infectious diseases specified in the vaccination calendar for children. For example, the booster shot against pertussis, diphtheria, tetanus, poliomyelitis up to 2 years of age was received by 95.6% of children, against mumps, measles, rubella up to the age of 8 years was received by 98.3% of children. 

4. Table 4. Immunisation Level of Children in 24 Months of Age (%) in Latvia in Year 2005

	
	2004
	2005

	Poliomyelitis
	94.7%
	95.4%

	Diphtheria, tetanus
	95.4%
	95.6%

	Measles
	95.2%
	95.0%

	Rubella
	95.2%
	95.0%

	Mumps
	95.2%
	95.0%


Source: data of the MoH
2.2. Children’s Health

2.2.1. Indicators of Children’s Condition of Health

Within a decade the health condition of newborn infants and children from 3 to 14 years of age has improved. In 2005 the proportion of practically healthy (I health group) children continued to grow in this age group. The proportion of practically healthy children slightly decreased in the adolescent group (15-17 years) in comparison with 2004. However, in evaluating the tendencies of the last decade at large, the health condition of adolescents has improved slightly.

Table 5. Health Condition of Children and Adolescents (%)
	
	Distribution in health groups

	
	1. Group 1


	2. Group 2
	3. Group 3

	
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005

	Examined children

3-14 years of age
	57.1
	55.9
	56.7
	57.0
	37.9
	39.7
	39.1
	38.8
	5.0
	4.4
	4.2
	4.2

	pre-school age children
	57.3
	56.7
	57.7
	58.4
	39.0
	39.7
	38.7
	37.9
	3.7
	3.6
	3.6
	3.7

	first grade pupils
	60.3
	57.3
	57.2
	57.2
	35.8
	39.0
	38.9
	38.8
	3.9
	3.7
	3.9
	4.0

	other pupils up to 14 years of age
	56.6
	55.6
	56.6
	56.6
	37.6
	39.8
	39.3
	39.2
	5.8
	4.6
	4.1
	4.2

	Adolescents 15- 17 years of age examined
	58.8
	58.3
	59.2
	59.1
	35.2
	36.8
	36.8
	36.9
	6.0
	4.9
	4.0
	4.0


Source: CSB data
In 2005 the number of health disorders detected for school age and pre-school age children during prophylactic examinations of children continued to increase. An increase of language disorders was observed regarding pre-school age children. The number of children to whom scoliosis has been detected continues to increase – 47.1 cases from 1 000 pupils (in 2004 – 40.9 cases). In 2005 the proportion of language disorders and visual difficulties detected in prophylactic examinations of children up to 14 years of age also increased, that is evidence of an inactive and unhealthy lifestyle.

Table 6. Results of Prophylactic Examinations of Children in Latvia in the Years 2003 -2005

(from 1 000 examined children of appropriate age)

	
	Reduced eyesight


	Reduced hearing



	
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005

	From 1 000 children examined (3-14 years of age)
	72.8
	81.7
	96.6
	98.3
	2.1
	2.8
	4.0
	4.1

	including:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to pre-school age children
	34.5
	44.8
	63.2
	58.4
	1.5
	2.7
	4.2
	4.2

	to first grade pupils
	76.0
	101.3
	108.9
	102.1
	3.0
	3.6
	4.0
	5.0

	to other pupils up to 14 years of age
	101.1
	99.4
	109.3
	116.5
	2.2
	2.5
	3.6
	3.6

	From 1 000 examined adolescents (15-17 years of age) found
	10.8
	119.7
	111.1
	110.6
	2.3
	3.0
	3.1
	2.8


Table 6 (continuation)
	
	Language disturbances


	Scoliosis


	Bearing disturbances



	
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005

	From 1 000 children examined (3-14 years of age)
	32.2
	35.0
	37.1
	41.0
	5.9
	16.9
	30.5
	33.5
	90.5
	114.5
	131.6
	132.5

	including:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to pre-school age children
	41.9
	58.9
	78.0
	82.0
	1.7
	4.3
	6.5
	6.3
	44.3
	70.9
	78.1
	77.3

	to first grade pupils
	67.8
	81.0
	73.0
	73.8
	6.1
	15.9
	24.5
	23.7
	105.4
	143.0
	162.8
	154.5

	to other pupils up to 14 years of age
	18.6
	15.3
	14.3
	16.4
	8.9
	23.7
	40.9
	47.1
	122.9
	134.4
	150.7
	155.9

	From 1 000 examined adolescents (15-17 years of age)
	5.6
	4.9
	6.7
	6.3
	11.2
	38.6
	49.5
	49.9
	76.2
	101.0
	112.8
	113.4


Source: CSB data
2.2.2. Morbidity of Children

In 2005 morbidity with varicella decreased significantly in comparison with 2004, i.e., 3 037 cases less than in 2004. However, morbidity with scarlet fever (+246), viral hepatitis (+34), as well as scabies (+81) increased. Morbidity with pediculosis (+302) also increased in all age groups. 

Morbidity with sexually transmitted diseases – syphilis and gonorrhoea had increased in 2003 (+33), but in 2004 morbidity with gonorrhoea (-16) decreased. However, in 2005 morbidity with gonorrhoea increased again for 6 cases. Concurrently morbidity with syphilis decreased for 19 cases in 2005 (in 2004 – 36 events of morbidity). Mostly girls were among the sick persons.

In 2005 morbidity of children with tuberculosis (-53) decreased, which was 18.9 cases per 100 000 children. 

In comparison with the preceding year morbidity with malignant tumours (-16) and mental illnesses (-299) also decreased. 

The fact that in the number of emerging schizophrenia, schizotopic disorder and nightmare cases in the age group from 0 to 14 years of age there was observed a tendency to reduce from 22 cases in 2003 to 10 cases in 2005 is evaluated positively. At the same time, a reduction of emerging organic mental, including symptomatic, disorders from 92 cases in 2003 to 77 cases in 2005 was observed in the age group from 15 to 17 years of age. 

Table 7. Morbidity of Children (0-17) with Individual Diseases
in Latvia in the Years 2003 -2005
	
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Chickenpox
	6 787
	9 087
	6 050

	Scarlet fever
	457
	768
	1 014

	Tuberculosis
	139
	140
	87

	Syphilis
	35
	36
	17

	Gonorrhoea
	33
	17
	23

	Diphtheria
	9
	5
	8

	Whooping cough
	99
	40
	21

	Rubella
	218
	46
	31

	Tick-borne encephalitis
	48
	20
	17

	Lyme disease
	61
	71
	58

	Viral hepatitis
	72
	86
	120

	Scabies
	320
	325
	406

	Pediculosis
	827
	1 124
	1 426

	Malignant neoplasms
	47
	59
	43

	Mental illnesses
	1 917
	2 166
	1 867


Source: CSB data
2.2.3. HIV/AIDS Infected Children

According to the data of the CSB, cases of HIV infection diagnosed in children decreased in 2005. 8 new cases of HIV infection were diagnosed in children, and it is 14 cases less than in 2004 (in 2004 – 22 cases). Six of the children infected in 2005 are boys and two are girls. In two cases children have acquired HIV infection from their HIV infected mother through vertical transmission. Two 15 and 18 year old adolescent girls have acquired HIV infection through heterosexual contact and one boy – through the intravenous administration of narcotic substances. In three cases the route of infecting is not known. 

AIDS was diagnosed in three children in 2005. 

2.2.4. Health Care in Hospitals

In 2005 the number of children who have undergone medical treatment in hospitals continued to decrease in comparison with the years 2003 and 2004.  

In 2005 health care provided in hospitals to children up to 14 years of age and adolescents from 15-17 years of age was mostly related to medical treatment of diseases in respiratory tract system (36.8% of children up to 14 years of age and 19.8% of adolescents from the number of hospitalised children and adolescents). 

Injuries, poisoning and other consequences of external cause (9.7% of children from 0-14 years of age and 17.6% of adolescents) were the second most frequent reason for medical treatment of children in hospitals. 

A significant number of children was medically treated in relation to digestive system diseases (9.5% of children from 0-14 years of age and 12.5% of adolescents) and infectious and parasitic diseases (10.5% of children from 0-14 years of age and 4.4% of adolescents), and health care provided in hospitals to 3.6% of children from 0-14 years of age and 9.3% of adolescents from 15-17 years of age was related to mental and behavioural disorders. 

Table 8. Distribution of the Number of Children Medically Treated (Discharged) in Hospitals
According to Disease and Age Groups
	Disease groups
	0-14 years
	15-17 years

	
	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005

	All diseases – in total
	85 015
	70 533
	69 312
	70 081
	14 321
	16 846
	16 669
	16 493

	      including:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Infectious and parasitic diseases
	7 460
	7 626
	6 991
	7 347
	876
	810
	746
	728

	Tumours
	818
	950
	956
	918
	237
	413
	339
	410

	Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases
	972
	740
	698
	656
	344
	269
	286
	249

	Mental and behavioural disorders
	3 572
	2 488
	2 556
	2 544
	745
	1 393
	1 420
	1 533

	Nervous system and sense organ diseases
	6 127
	3 388
	3 363
	3 386
	673
	727
	742
	717

	Respiratory system diseases
	28 973
	23 836
	24 441
	25 765
	2 252
	3 199
	3 297
	3 271

	Digestive system diseases
	10 413
	7 245
	6 861
	6 652
	2 156
	2 227
	2 205
	2 055

	Pregnancy, childbirth and the puerperium
	27
	21
	13
	16
	1 941
	1 110
	1 247
	1 244

	Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period
	6 401
	7 533
	7 024
	7 117
	1
	-
	1
	10

	Congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal abnormalities
	2 812
	2 600
	2 429
	2 221
	191
	480
	311
	264

	Injuries, poisoning and effects of other external causes
	8 039
	7 112
	7 117
	6 765
	2 246
	2 957
	2 723
	2 900

	Diseases of the blood and blood forming organs, and certain disorders involving the immune mechanisms
	921
	317
	276
	337
	98
	88
	56
	91

	Diseases of the circulatory system
	601
	881
	589
	629
	171
	311
	261
	247

	Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissues
	2 777
	1 948
	1 744
	1 801
	565
	660
	658
	712

	Diseases of the musculo-skeletal system and connective tissue 
	1 657
	2 234
	1 685
	1 400
	524
	1 133
	1 105
	969

	Diseases of urogenital system
	3 398
	3 231
	2 296
	2 237
	1 291
	1 346
	1 212
	1 040

	Symptoms, signs, abnormal clinical and laboratory findings
	47
	205
	273
	290
	10
	45
	60
	53


Source: CSB data
The average duration of medical treatment of children in a hospital has decreased in 2005 – from 8.5 days in 2003 to 7.3 days in 2005. The longest medical treatment or 117.2 days was to children suffering from tuberculosis of respiratory organs, as well as septicaemia (in 2004 – 107 days).

2.2.5. Abortions

The number of artificial abortions in Latvia has a tendency to decrease, however, they still are common. Thus, 12 785 artificial abortions were performed in 2005, which is 5 405 abortions less than in 2004 (in 2004 – 18 190, in 2003 – 14 508, in 1995 – 25 933).

In 2005 the number of abortions in the age group from 15-17 years of age decreased to 374 (-48) in comparison with 2004. The number of abortions for girls in the age group up to 14 years of age is almost invariable – 11 cases.  

Table 9. Number of Abortions to Minor Persons
	
	Sum total


	including according to age groups



	
	
	up to 14 years
	from 15-17 years

	
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005

	Total number of abortions
	31 324
	22 201
	18 190
	17 338
	20
	10
	14
	11
	805
	585
	537
	501

	including artificial
	25 933
	17 240
	13 723
	12 785
	17
	7
	12
	11
	634
	470
	422
	374

	Terminated (interrupted) 1st pregnancy
	2 868
	2 372
	2 250
	2 181
	20
	9
	11
	9
	536
	401
	402
	373


Source: CSB data
2.2.6. Mortality of Children

In comparison with 1995 the mortality of children significantly decreased in 2005 from 880 to 377 cases. 

Mortality of children from external causes decreased in 2005 in comparison with 2004 in total. External causes were the reason of death of 143 children, which were 16 cases less than in 2004 (344 cases). 42 of them were accidents involving transport (-9), drowning – 28 (-4), in 8 cases the death of children resulted from the influence of smoke, fire and flames (-3). 

However, it should be noted that the mortality of children from external causes, as well as in the result of drowning and violence, increased in the age group from 0-4 years of age.

Table 10. Mortality by Causes of Death in Different Age Groups
	
	Age groups (years)

	
	0-4
	5-14
	15-19

	
	1995
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2004
	2005

	Deceased persons including according to causes of death
	503
	228
	204
	180
	67
	70
	197
	125
	103

	neoplasms
	19
	5
	2
	20
	10
	11
	15
	10
	8

	nervous system diseases 
	8
	5
	5
	6
	10
	7
	3
	8
	9

	respiratory system diseases
	26
	4
	8
	8
	2
	2
	1
	4
	2

	causes of death of external origin
	67
	30
	35
	118
	36
	36
	159
	93
	72

	accidents involving transport
	4
	--
	2
	38
	7
	12
	67
	44
	28

	drowning
	17
	6
	8
	43
	16
	12
	19
	10
	8

	exposure to influence of smoke, fire and flames
	15
	--
	7
	6
	2
	-
	4
	2
	1

	violence
	3
	2
	5
	2
	-
	-
	19
	5
	6


Source: CSB data
2.2.6.1. Infant Mortality

Infant mortality is one of the indicators, which provides a view regarding general condition of health of residents, characterises pre- and postnatal health care, as well as social situation in the State. 

Infant mortality continued to decrease in absolute numbers in 2005 – 168 infants died (in 2004 – 191). 

In 2005 the number of infants deceased from 28 days to 1 year of age significantly decreased (from 75 to 47) in comparison with 2004, thus, improving the indicator of infant mortality, which was 7.8 per 1 000 live born infants (168 cases) in 2005, in comparison with 9.4 (191 case) per 1 000 live born infants in 2004. However, regardless of the referred to tendency Latvia has the highest infant mortality among the European Union Member States. The lowest infant mortality is in Liechtenstein (2.7), also Iceland has a low infant mortality – 2.8 per 1 000 live born infants.

Table 11. Infant Mortality in Latvia in Absolute Numbers
	
	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005

	0 days
	40
	17
	20
	17

	1-6 days
	141
	70
	55
	64

	7-27 days
	93
	33
	41
	40

	28 days – 1 year
	133
	78
	75
	47

	Total
	407
	198
	191
	168

	Per 1 000 live born
	18.8
	9.4
	9.4
	7.8


Source: CSB data
Nevertheless, the indicators of perinatal mortality in 2005 did not change significantly (both in 2004 and in 2005 there were 215 cases of death), however, due to the higher birth rate, the indicator of perinatal mortality decreased (from 10.5 to 9.9 cases per 1 000 live and still born infants). 

Table 12. Causes of Death of Children up to 1 Year of Age in the Main Disease Groups in Latvia (Number of Children Deceased in the First Year of Life)
	Causes of death of the children
	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005

	    Infectious and parasitic diseases
	19
	8
	5
	5

	    Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period
	       208
	81
	90
	78

	    Congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal abnormalities
	      110
	53
	50
	41

	    Causes of death resulting from consequences of external cause
	23
	11
	11
	15

	    Accidents involving transport
	2
	1
	-
	1

	    In the result of smoke, fire and flames
	2
	3
	-
	2

	    In the result of threat to respiratory tract system
	8
	1
	5
	5

	    Violence
	1
	2
	2
	4

	    Other reasons
	10
	4
	4
	3

	    Other causes (for example, neoplasms, diseases of the blood and blood forming organs, and certain disorders involving the immune mechanisms, endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases, diseases of the nervous and respiratory system, diseases of the circulatory system, non-classified symptoms, different signs and anomalies in clinical and laboratory studies)
	14
	11
	10
	5


Source: CSB data
It is particularly necessary to pay attention to infant mortality in the result of consequences of external cause, which was the reason of death for 11 infants in the years 2004 and 2003 and for 15 infants – in 2005. In comparison with 1995 this indicator has decreased by twofold. 

However, violence was the reason of death of infants in 4 cases in 2005, in 2 cases – in 2004.

2.2.7. Road Traffic Accidents

In 2005 in the State the number of children injured as a result of accidents was 78 children (864 children) less than in 2004 and the number of children who perished was 2 children (23 children) less than in 2004, the total number of children who perished was 23 children (-2). 

In comparison with 1995, the total number of road traffic accidents involving victims increased in 2004 (from 4 056 to 5 081). However, this number decreased to 4 466 cases in 2005. The total number of perished persons in 2005 decreased (from 516 in 2004 to 442 in 2005). However, in 2005 the number of perished children up to 15 years of age increased (in 2004 – 6, in 2005 – 12).

The number of children injured up to 15 years of age decreased in 2005 in comparison with 2004 (in 2004 – 649, in 2005 – 576).

Table 13. Road Traffic Accidents
	
	1995
	2000
	2004
	2005

	Number of road traffic accidents
	4 056
	4 482
	5 081
	4 466

	Number of people perished in road traffic accidents
	611
	588
	516
	442

	From them children up to 15 years of age
	32
	16
	6
	12

	Number of people injured in road traffic accidents
	4 903
	5 449
	6 416
	5 600

	From them children up to 15 years of age
	562
	585
	649
	576


Source: CSB data

Among children the least protected traffic participants – pedestrians, cyclists and passengers – suffer the most, and it compels to conclude that particular attention should be paid to this group of traffic participants in guaranteeing safety, educating and promoting awareness. Taking into account the age of children, it may be concluded that children from 10-14 years of age most frequently suffer in road traffic accidents. Children up to 6 years of age suffer injuries the least.

Most frequently children – passengers suffer in road traffic accidents because parents do not use safety belts and also do not order children to do so, moreover, special child seats are also not used. 

One of the causes resulting in accidents, in which the least protected traffic participants – pedestrians – suffer, is negligence. The large part of pedestrians suffer injuries on pedestrian crossings. Some drivers ignore pedestrians and do not stop at pedestrian crossings. Very frequently children run out on the carriageway of the road without verifying the situation on the street. The reason for accidents during the hours of darkness of the day is not using reflective materials. The State Police organises the campaign “Esi redzams” [Be Visible] throughout Latvia for improvement of the safety of pedestrians.

Traffic accidents of cyclists may be explained by the fact that parents of children buy a bicycle wishing to provide pleasure to their child, but they forget the main thing that the bicycle is also a means of transport and that the driver thereof has duties – to reach the age provided for in legislation in order to drive the means of transport, as well as to pass the rights to drive a bicycle.

Table 14. Distribution of Children Perished and Injured in Road Traffic Accidents
(up to 15 Years of Age) According to the Status of a Road Traffic Participant
	
	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Number of children perished in road traffic accidents
	32
	16
	6
	12

	      Pedestrians
	16
	4
	3
	2

	      Passengers
	15
	7
	2
	8

	      mopedists, cyclists
	1
	5
	1
	2

	Number of children injured in road traffic accidents
	562
	743
	649
	576

	     Pedestrians
	300
	379
	303
	258

	     Passengers
	195
	260
	260
	237

	     Motorcyclists, cyclists
	57
	88
	81
	77

	     drivers
	6
	16
	5
	4


Source: CSB data
2.2.8. Children’s Traumatism

Traumatism is still the main reason of death of children in all Europe. In Latvia traumatism is the second most frequent reason why children result in hospitalisation and the main reason of mortality of children. Accidental traumatism (for example, road traffic accidents, poisoning, falling from a height, injuries in fires, drowning and social traumas), intentional traumatism (harming oneself); consequences of violence and warfare may be distinguished. Transport traumatism of children is still one of the most current problems in State traffic. Although in 2005 children suffered in road traffic accidents comparatively less frequently than in 2004, however, it still is a statistically large number in the total evaluation (in 2005 – 4 466 cases, in 2004 – 5 081 cases).

In Latvia the number of children (0-14 years of age) who have suffered in traffic accidents is the largest among all the EU States – 5.58 per 100 000 residents, the same applies to persons drowned – 8.70 per 100 000 residents. The largest number of traumas is in the poorest strata of the society, because the poorest children live in places with a high intensity of traffic, in houses by roads where there are fewer safe sites for playing. 

2.2.9. Children and Young People Having Addiction Problems

According to the data of the State Addiction Agency, 1 026 minors (from 10-17 years of age) having problems caused by the use of alcohol, narcotic and other psychoactive substances were registered in the addiction service at the end of 2005, and it is more than in 2004 (945) and in 2003 (965), i.e., 371,9 per 100 000 adolescents of the relevant age.

At the end of 2005 the total number of children addicted to narcotic and psychotropic substances, intoxication or excessive use registered in the addiction service was 361 (at the end of 2004 – 431), from whom 54 had been diagnosed with addiction, but 307 – with intoxication or harmful excessive use of narcotic and psychotropic substances. 


In 2005 of children up to 18 years of age who have a problem of using narcotic and psychotropic substances 140 were registered for the first time, which is 62 cases less than in 2004 (in 2004 – 202). From them 10 children were diagnosed with addiction and 130 children were diagnosed with intoxication or harmful use of narcotic and psychotropic substances.

Boys comprised 74.3% of the 140 young persons registered for the first time and 25.7% were girls. Analysing the young persons registered for the first time in 2005 by age groups, it is apparent that the largest part (78.6%) is young persons who are 15-17 years of age (in 2004 - 74.3%) – 74,3%).

In 2005 there were 3 children registered for the first time in the age group up to 14 years of age who have an addiction to narcotic and psychotropic substances and 27 children to whom intoxication or harmful excessive use of narcotic and psychotropic substances had been detected. From the 3 children registered with a diagnosis of addiction: an 11-year-old boy is registered with the diagnosis of addiction to tobacco, a 12-year-old boy – with addiction to inhalants (glue) and a 13-year-old girl with addiction to several psychoactive substances (alcohol, marijuana). 

In analysing the minors registered for the first time by the main substance used, it is apparent that the structure of substances used has clearly changed during the last years. The use of several narcotic and psychotropic substances among minors has increased. If in 2001 the use of narcotic and psychotropic substances among minors registered for the first time was in 13.3% of cases, then in 2005 it was already in 46.4% cases. 

Statistical information of the last years as regards the addiction field testifies that children and adolescents more frequently use alcohol. At the end of 2005 the number of children registered in relation to excessive use of alcohol was 157 more (658) than in 2004 (501)  In Riga 382 minors were registered in relation to excessive use of alcohol at the end of 2005 and that is 58% of all the minors registered.

There were 5 adolescents up to 17 years of age (in 2004 – 9) who were registered with a diagnosis of addiction to alcohol for the first time in 2005. There were 430 minors registered for the first time with acute intoxication or excessive use of alcohol, i.e. 42% more than in 2004 because then 302 minors were registered for the first time during the year. The youngest patient in 2005 was only 9 years old.

Precise information regarding the use of tobacco products among minors as regards 2005 is not available. However, in analysing the data of different researches regarding smoking among children and adolescents, it may be concluded that the use of tobacco products among minors is common because approximately 1/3 minors use them and this number has a tendency to grow. Latvia is among those European Union States where the number of young people smoking is the highest.

2.2.10. Computer Addiction

Availability of information technologies and the opportunities offered may quickly and in a short time lead to excessive use of a computer, infatuation and finally also to addiction thereto, which is a disease. Minors also come into contact with undesirable effects caused by information technologies.
Precise statistical information regarding computer addiction problems among children is not being compiled, also comprehensive studies on the distribution of this phenomenon in Latvia have not been conducted. However, an insight in the distribution of this phenomenon among children in Riga may be gained from the research “Distribution of Addiction to New Technologies Among Young People in Riga City”, which was conducted by the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the University of Latvia upon commission of the Riga Addiction Prevention Centre of the Riga City Council in year 2004. (Pupils up to 20 years of age were surveyed in the research, however, the data regarding children up to 18 years of age were separated individually as regards several questions).

In accordance with the data of the research all in all the leisure activities related to the use of a computer have occupied a significant place among pastime of young people: Of young people 25% use a computer on average one – three days per week, 24% on average four – five days per week, 20% – almost every day. Of the surveyed persons 11% spend more than 4 hours in front of the computer, and 7% of respondents spend 6 and more hours in front of the computer. Boys, not girls use a computer more frequently – on average four days. 

Use of a computer affects the physical condition, as well as the mental health of young persons. The answers testify that the most frequently observed disorders are related to the deterioration of eyesight, headaches, dizziness, backache, and physical fatigue. All in all two thirds (66%) of young people acknowledge that they have felt some symptoms in relation to the use of a computer, which testify regarding the negative effect of the use of the computer on human health. The fact that 35% of young people consider that frequently the best medicine against depression, low spirits, perturbation is working with a computer (particularly playing games) testifies regarding the impact on the mental health of young people. Of young people 26% sometimes feel filled with elation even from the very thought of games, Internet, etc. The referred to answers and the fact that young persons become angry if someone tries to limit the time or to withdraw them from working with a computer altogether (19%), the fact that the young people lie in order to hide their infatuation with the computer (11%) and the fact that the young people have problems in studies, which have emerged due to this infatuation (the most frequently referred to mark in the computer addiction risk group is “5” and “6”, while among other young people it is “6” and “7”) and conflicts in the family (26%) testify once more that excessive use of new technologies has a significant impact on the mental world and actions of young people.

 Authors of the study brought forward several factors as regards emerging of computer addiction – excessively long periods of time spent in front of the computer, loss of control over one’s behaviour and actions, conflicts in the family, at school, etc. Within the framework of the analysis of the results of the research 14% of the surveyed respondents form the computer addiction risk group: of these 2% have an addiction to the Internet, 2% - an addiction to “chat”, approximately 5% of the surveyed young people – an addiction to games. The computer addiction risk is more widespread among boys and the youngest pupils. Among boys almost every fifth (19%) educatee of secondary educational institutions in Riga belongs to the computer addiction risk group, for girls the corresponding number is 11%. 

During the research mentioned above a conclusion also was made that computer addiction may be very closely related to gambling addiction – young persons who visit slot-machine halls more or less regularly are more among such young people who are theoretically called the participants of the computer addiction risk. 

Although it is specified in Section 50 of the Protection of the Rights of the Child Law that a child may not have access to gaming houses and a child may not participate in gambling, 30% among surveyed minor pupils, however, have been in some type of a gambling house.  

2.2.11. Measures Promoting Children’s Health

The Prevention Bureau of the Central Public Order Police Department of the State Police has developed training programmes:

1. “Esi redzams” [Be Visible] – a training programme for children in PowerPoint program regarding road traffic regulations for the least protected participants of road traffic – pedestrians.

2. “Sargā pats sevi” [Protect Yourself] – a training programme for children in PowerPoint program regarding safety in different situations.

3. “Ceļš uz drošu satiksmi” [Road to Safe Traffic] – a training programme in PowerPoint program regarding road traffic regulations – for cyclists.

The State Police carried out a campaign “Neizaicini likteni, piesprādzējies pats un piesprādzē bērnu” [Do Not Tempt Fate, Fasten Yourself and Fasten Your Child]. During the campaign the drivers of vehicles who did not observe the relevant requirements of road traffic were drawn up an administrative violation report, provided with an explanation regarding the necessity to use safety belts and the means of safety intended for children and issued a booklet “Do Not Tempt Fate, Fasten Yourself and Fasten Your Child” that contains information regarding the former situation in Latvia.

In order to motivate young cyclists to master the road traffic regulations, as well as bicycle driving skills, the State Police organised a competition “Ceļā uz drošu satiksmi” [On the Road to Safe Traffic], which took place concurrently with the race of Young Participants of Traffic organised by the Road Traffic Safety Directorate.

Representatives of the Prevention Bureau of the Central Public Order Police participated in the development of “National Programme for the Control of Drugs and Restriction of Drug Addiction for the Years 2005-2008” (approved pursuant to Cabinet Order No. 559 of 17 August 2005) and are involved in implementation of the measures included therein, the objective of which is to promote the reduction of offer and demand of drugs, reduction of health disorders, events of death and crimes related to drug addiction.

The Prevention Bureau of the Central Public Order Police Department of the State Police has developed a training programme – “Tabakas vārds pret tavējo” [The Word of Tobacco against Yours] – a training programme for children in PowerPoint program regarding harmful effect of tobacco on human health, including legislation, which specifies restrictions to smokers and prohibits minor persons to smoke.

2.2.12. Health and a Safe Environment

Statistics regarding children who have diseases caused by the environment is not being compiled separately and very little research has been conducted about it. One of the few researches, which points to the urgency of this problem and the necessity to compile additional information, is the “Study of Environmental Burden of Disease in Children” conducted by the World Health Organisation in the year 2004. The results of this study demonstrate that approximately one third of the children in Europe have fallen ill due to dangerous and unhealthy environmental conditions. Thus, it is necessary to carry out measures in order to decrease air pollution in and outside the premises, to improve the sanitary quality of water, as well as to carry out preventive measures for the reduction of traumatism. 

2.3. Most Significant Tendencies Characterising Children’s Condition of Health

· In 2005 both the total frequency of morbidity of new-born infants and also the frequency of morbidity of term new-born infants decreased;

· the frequency of morbidity of pre-term new-born infants slightly increased in 2005 in comparison with 2004;

· the mortality rate of infants during the preceding years (since 1995) has decreased twofold (in 1995 – 407 children, in 2005 – 168 children), however, this indicator is still high and Latvia has the highest mortality rate of infants among the EU Member States;

· in the time period from 2000 to 2005 the proportion of breastfed children up to 1 year of age has increased from 9% -17% and for children up to 6 months of age from 29% -44%;

· within a decade the health condition of new-born infants and children from 3-14 years of age has improved; 

· less than two thirds of the total number of children are practically healthy children;

· increase in the number of health disorders detected to both children up to 14 years of age and adolescents from 15-17 years of age is observed, particularly language disorders (in 1995 there were 32.2 cases per 1 000 children, in 2005 - 41 case), poor eyesight (in 1995 72.8 cases per 1 000 children examined, in 2005 - 98.3 cases), posture disorders (in 1995 90.5 cases per 1 000 children examined, in 2005 - 132.5 cases) and scoliosis (in 1995 5.9 cases per 1 000 children examined, in 2005 there were 33.5 cases);

· in 2005 health care provided in hospitals to children up to 14 years of age and adolescents from 15-17 years of age most frequently (25 765 cases) was related to medical treatment of diseases of the respiratory tract system;

· infections and parasitic diseases were the second most frequent reason (7 347 cases) for medical treatment of children in hospitals;

· a significant number of children in 2005 was medically treated in relation to digestive system diseases – 6 652 cases;

· altogether 12 785 artificial abortions were carried out in 2005, which is 5 405 cases less in comparison with 2004;

· in 2005 the number of abortions in the age group from 15-17 years of age reduced to 374 (-48) in comparison with the year 2004;

· although in 2005 there were 864 children who suffered in road traffic accidents, it is less than in 2004 – 942, however, in total evaluation it still is a statistically high indicator;

· in comparison with 2004 the mortality of children from external causes at large has decreased (143 cases in 2005, 159 cases in 2004);

· morbidity of minors with addiction to narcotic and psychotropic substances has increased from 945 cases in 2004 to 1 026 cases in 2005;

· computer addiction and gambling addiction of minors are not completely studied problems, however, researches conducted during the preceding years demonstrate that these problems become more urgent;

· it should be noted that the mortality of children from external causes, as well as in the result of drowning and violence, has increased in the age group from 0-4 years of age.

3. Rights of the Child to Welfare

3.1. Quality of Life of Families with Children

2005. An increase of income at the disposal of households was also observed in 2005. In comparison with 2004 it increased on average in all households and reached LVL 110.30 (in 2004 – LVL 101.23) per household member per month. However, the increase of income was not uniform in household groups of different types, which is the basis for the increase of social inequality and the risk of poverty. 

In analysing households of different demographic groups by income at the disposal thereof, it may be concluded that the lowest income during several years remains to two household types, which are also households the most subject to the risk of social exclusion – the households, in which a child is raised by one of the parents (162 884 households), as well as families with three or more children. The monthly income of a household with one person was LVL 124.55 per household member, and the monthly income of a household with one adult having children was LVL 87.82 per household member (in 2004 – LVL 71.06). The monthly income of a household with a couple without children per household member was LVL 31.49 more (LVL 137.39) than in households with children (monthly income of a household per household member LVL 106.30, in 2004 – LVL 100.17).  
3.2. Economic Activity of Minors

Youth are one of the least protected social groups, which is frequently subject to the risk of social exclusion. There were 359.600 people in the age group from 15-24 years of age in 2005. In comparison with 2004 this age group has increased by 2 600 people. It may be explained by the fact that at present this age is reached by young people who were born at the end of 1980-ies when the birth rate was on average twice as high as it is now.

There were 25 000 or 62.5% from 15-24 years old young people from the total number of young people in 2005 who were economically inactive. It should be evaluated positively because it testifies regarding involvement in the educational system and the development and involvement of a qualitative and educated labour force in the labour market in the medium term.

In 2005 there were 8 300 more (117 200.) young people employed than in 2004.

Eurostat data testify regarding a significant decrease of the unemployment level of the young people in Latvia in comparison with the preceding year – 18.1% in 2004 and 13.7% in 2005. Concurrently it should be admitted that the unemployment level of the young people still exceeds the average unemployment level in the State, i.e., by 5% in 2005. The low level of education, ability and skills of the economically active young people, which do not comply with the requirements of the modern labour market, may explain it.

Young people – employment seekers may be subject not only to a higher poverty risk and discrimination in the labour market, but they are also a potential risk group, which may be related to different phenomena undesirable in the society. Very frequently due to the lack of experience young people do not have a sufficiently profound knowledge as regards their rights both in employment relationship and work safety, which dishonest employers may use for their own benefit.

It should also be noted that mostly boys are among employment seekers – 4 200, which is more than in 2004 (3 900). The number of girls – employment seekers has reduced from 4 100 to 2 300.

Young people were mostly occupied in the service sector, manufacturing and construction.

Of young people 26.6% are qualified workers and craftsmen, 18.3% are service workers and shop and market sales workers.

Table 15. Economic Activity of Minors (from 15 to 19 years of age) (people in thousands)  

	
	1996
	2000
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Economically active young people
	45.9
	23.5
	25.1
	25.6
	24.8

	   employees
	23.6
	15.1
	16.9
	17.6
	18.3

	   employment seekers
	22.2
	8.4
	8.2
	8.0
	6.6.

	Economically inactive young people
	117.9
	154.6
	162.2
	161.0
	159.7


Source: CSB data
3.2.1. Measures for the Promotion of Youth Employment

The Professional Career Counselling State Agency (hereinafter – PCCSA) implements the preventive measure – career consultations – of the State policy for the reduction of unemployment providing individual and group consultations in selecting an education and profession, determining professional suitability and planning for a career. A total of 24 312 educatees received the services of the PCCSA in 2005. 

In order to solve the existing problems of young unemployed persons related to integration in the labour market, the State Employment Agency (hereinafter – SEA) organises active employment measures also involving therein young unemployed persons as one of the priority groups. 2005. In 2005 there were 30 922 young unemployed persons from 15-24 years of age engaged in active employment measures of all types. Including 2 383 young persons who were engaged in vocational training, retraining or raising of a qualification; 661 persons – in paid temporary social work; 27 381 persons – in measures for improvement of competitiveness; 479 persons – in measures for specific groups of persons. Frequently one young person was engaged in several active employment measures.

The measure “Employment Measure during Summer Holidays for Persons who Acquire Education in General, Special or Vocational Education Institutions” which was commenced in 2004 was continued. The were 9 264 pupils engaged in employment measures within the framework of this programme during 2005, and this number is three times higher than in 2004 (3 223 pupils).

In 2005 there were 1 454 young unemployed persons from 15 to 25 years of age who had mastered the level necessary for professional training, wished to and were able to acquire a profession, and were engaged in the project “Retraining and Further Education of Unemployed Persons” of the European Social Fund (hereinafter – ESF).

Altogether 383 young unemployed persons from 15-25 years of age having a low level of education (have acquired only basic education or education, which is lower than basic education) were engaged in the ESF project “Provision of Training for Socially Excluded Groups, Including Information and Communication Technology Support for Disabled Persons” in 2005.

In 2005 implementation of 27 projects of the ESF open project competition “Provision of Work Practice Places for Young Unemployed Persons” was commenced, engaging 181 young unemployed persons therein. Also a repeat of the ESF open project competition “Provision of Work Practice Places for Young Unemployed Persons” was announced during 2005, 122 projects for establishment of work practice places for young unemployed persons were received. After administrative and thematic evaluation of the applications it was decided to direct 49 projects for approval.

3.3. State Social Allowances for Families

Since 1 October 2004 the amount of the birth allowance is LVL 296. The number of recipients of the birth allowance in 2005 has increased by 3.5% in comparison with 2004 (21 247 – in 2005, 20 659 – in 2004). 
In order to promote participation of a father in the upbringing of a child, a paternity allowance was introduced with 1 January 2004. In all 5 460 fathers received this allowance in 2005, using the opportunity offered by the State to spend 10 days with the child receiving for it an allowance in the amount of 80% from the average wage. 

On 1 January 2005 the new system for allowance for childcare was introduced, specifying the amount of allowance for childcare:

· to employed persons who take care of a child up to one year of age, 70% from their average wage of insurance contributions during the preceding 12 months before the birth of the child, but not more than LVL 392 and not less than LVL 56 per month; 

· to unemployed persons who take care of a child up to one year of age – LVL 50 per month; 

· to employed and unemployed persons who take care of a child from 1-2 years of age – LVL 30 per month.

To persons who take care of twins or several children born during one childbirth, a supplement has been specified for every next child beginning with 1 January 2005: for taking care of a child up to one year of age – LVL 50 per month, for taking care of a child from 1-2 years of age – LVL 30 per month.

 The number of recipients of the allowance for childcare in 2004 was – 535 200, in 2005 – 461 699.

The amount of the State family allowance in 2005 was LVL 6 per month and for every next child this allowance was indexed – LVL 7.20 for the second and LVL 9.60 for the third child.

The average amount of the State family allowance slightly increased in 2005 in comparison with 2004 (on average LVL 7.2) and was LVL 7.3. However, in comparison with 2004 (436 599) the number of recipients of the allowance in the State reduced in 2005 by 18 151.

Table 16. Average Amounts of State Social Allowances for Families with Children, Allowances for Guardians and Foster Families

	State social allowances
	Average amounts of allowances (LVL)
	Number of recipients on average per month

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Birth allowance
	187.3
	207.7
	296.8
	1 741
	1 735
	1 757

	Allowance for childcare
	20.8
	21.4
	57.96
	45 975
	44 709
	38 847

	State family allowance
	7.2
	7.2
	7.3
	447 726
	436 599
	418 448

	Supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child
	42.2
	50.7
	50.44
	9 468
	9 976
	9 150

	Guardian’s allowance for a dependent child
	22.7
	22.9
	23.02
	7 148
	6 831
	6 311

	Remuneration for the fulfilment of guardian’s duties
	38.4
	38.5
	38.49
	7 189
	7 072
	6 643

	Remuneration for the fulfilment of a foster family’s duties
	42.8
	68.4
	80
	5
	6
	7


Source: Data of the Social Insurance Department of the MoW
The objective of the introduction of the guardian’s allowance for a dependent child, the remuneration for the fulfilment of a guardian’s duties, as well as the remuneration for the fulfilment of a foster family ‘s duties is to ensure the children left without parental care with an opportunity to grow in a familial environment and to reduce the number of such children in institutions.

In 2005 the number of recipients of the remuneration for the fulfilment of a guardian’s duties decreased for 429 persons in comparison with 2004 (7 072 in 2004, 6 643 – in 2005), but the number of recipients of the guardian’s allowance for a dependent child – decreased for 520 persons continuing the tendency of decrease of the number of recipients commenced in 2003 (7 148 – in 2003, 6 831 – in 2004, 6 311 – in 2005). 
From 1 April 2004 the amount of the remuneration for the fulfilment of a foster family’s duties was increased from LVL 38 to LVL 70 per month and from 1 September 2005 the amount of the remuneration for the fulfilment of a foster family’s duties was increased up to LVL 80 per month. Only 5 families received the remuneration for the fulfilment of a foster family’s duties in 2003, 6 families – in 2004 and 92 families – in 2005.

3.4. Provision of Children with Means of Support

A direct administration authority subjected to the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs – the Administration of the Maintenance Guarantee Fund – was established in 2004 and it:

· ensures the disbursement of means of support to children where one of the parents does not pay them and the collection of the means of support is not possible;

· manages resources granted from the State budget, as well as resources collected from debtors by way of subrogation, ensures the control of spending thereof;

· registers persons to whom means of support have been disbursed from State funds and debtors in accordance with the procedures specified by the Cabinet.

The Administration of the MGF shall disburse means of support from the MGF in the amount specified by a court judgment, but not more than the minimum amount specified in Cabinet Regulation No. 348 of 7 January 2003, Regulations regarding the Minimum Amount of the Means of Support for a Child: for a child until he or she reaches the age of 7 years – 25% of the amount of the minimum monthly remuneration specified in the State (it was LVL 22.50 in 2005, in comparison with LVL 20 – in 2004) and for a child from the age of 7 years until her or she reaches the age of 18 years – 30% of the minimum monthly remuneration (it was LVL 27 in 2005, in comparison with LVL 24 – in 2004).

The State disbursed means of support to 9 789 parents in 2005, thus ensuring 14 270 children because the other parent who was imposed to provide material support for the upbringing and care of the child by a court adjudication does not do it.

Figure 1. Number of Children who Have Received Means of Support from the Fund
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Source: Public report of the Administration of the MGF of 2005

According to the decisions taken by the Administration of the MGF as regards the disbursement of the means of support from the State, 12 children who have not reached even the age of one year are also provided with the means of support. In comparison with 2004 when the Administration of the MGF disbursed means of support for the maintenance of 6 children up to one year of age and 38 children up to two years of age, the Administration of the Fund disbursed means of support on the basis of decisions taken to already 129 children up to two years of age in 2005.

The number of children from 7-12 years of age who receive means of support from the MGF increased by half in comparison with 2004. If in 2004 such were 1 809 children, it was already 3 859 children in 2005. In the age group from 7-18 years of age the means of support are most frequently paid to 14 - 17 year old children, similarly as it was regarding children from 13-16 years of age in 2004. 

Figure 2. Children who were Provided with Means of Support from the Fund According to Age Groups
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Source: Public report of the Administration of the MGF of 2005
3.5. Social Assistance of Local Governments

More than 30% of the recipients of local government social assistance during the preceding five years are children. 

In 2005 local government income tested allowances were received by 39 103 families, in which 78 461 children lived. 

Table 17. Families with Children, which Received Local Government Income Tested Social Assistance Allowances in 2005
	Type of family
	Number of families
	Amount of received allowances in thousands. LVL
	Number of persons in total
	including. children
	Proportion of children %
	LVL/per person a year
	Number of recipients of GMI allowance and families

	Families with 1-2 children and one or several adults capable of work
	27 531
	4 602.1
	88 924
	40 104
	45.1
	51.8
	12 364

	Families with 3 and more children and one or several adults capable of work
	9 574
	2 194.8
	54 004
	35 366
	65.5
	40.6
	

	Families with 1-2 children and without any adult capable of work
	1 807
	339. 5
	4 507
	2 302
	51.1
	75.3
	500

	Families with 3 or more children and without any adult capable of work
	191
	48.2
	968
	689
	71.2
	49.8
	

	Total:
	39 103
	7 184.6
	148 403
	78 461
	52.9
	48.4
	12 864


Source: Summary of Statistical Reports of the Social Services Agency of the Ministry of Welfare of the Republic of Latvia for 2005
In all 12 864 families or 32.9% of families who have received local government income tested allowances received a GMI allowance. Although the level of GMI was raised from LVL 21 in 2004 to LVL 24 in 2005 per person a month, it is only 53.3% of the level of income of a person recognised as needy. Thus, a large part of the needy families did not have the right to receive the GMI allowance. In order to provide material support to needy families with children, several local governments have used the rights granted to them by legal acts and specified a higher level of GMI. 
Also other allowances are granted and disbursed to families with children, such as free school or kindergarten meals. In 2005 altogether 34 089 children received such allowances. Several local governments disburse allowances for education and the upbringing of children, which were received by 44 381 children in 2005. 
Local governments provide a large support to families with children by means of the housing allowance where 25% of recipients of aid are children. 

Table 18. Social Assistance Provided by Local Governments in 2005

	Types of social assistance
	Funds spent for allowances
	Number of recipients of the allowance
	Proportion of children
	Average amount of the allowance per person a year

	
	LVL
	Total
	inc. children
	%
	LVL

	GMI allowance
	3 404 534
	58 195
	23 635
	40.6
	58.50

	One-time allowances in an emergency situation
	875 745
	21 738
	2 288
	10.5
	40.29

	Housing allowances
	5 953 059
	133 403
	33 637
	25.2
	44.62

	Allowances for payment of medical services
	2 915 458
	90 445
	7 579
	8.4
	32.23

	Allowances for education, upbringing of a child
	642 798
	44 381
	44 381
	100.0
	14.48

	Allowances for covering of travelling expenses
	543 676
	15 840
	7 908
	49.9
	34.32

	Allowances to foster families
	89 608
	235
	235
	100.0
	381.31

	Allowances to orphans for commencement of life
	155 332
	1 375
	1 375
	100.0
	112.97

	For other purposes
	4 965 350
	
	
	
	

	including free school and kindergarten meals
	1 611 596
	34 089
	34 089
	100.0
	47.28

	Total
	19 545 560
	402 320
	
	
	48.58


Source: Summary of Statistical Reports of the Social Services Agency of the Ministry of Welfare of the Republic of Latvia for 2005
3.6. Rights to Dwelling

In Latvia the income of residents increases slower than the prices of dwellings, thus resident groups with small incomes have dwelling problems. The second problem related to dwellings is the decrease of immovable property of local governments as a result of privatisation. Thus, local governments have less possibilities to provide assistance to the low-income population in accordance with the Law On Assistance in Solving Apartment Matters.

There are several categories of residents in Latvia, which have a limited availability of dwelling: families with children and incomplete families, pensioners, persons with special needs, persons released from places of imprisonment, tenants of denationalised houses and their family members. The most unprotected group in the present situation of the apartment market is families with children. Due to their low income such families are the ones most frequently subject to the risk of owing rent or payments for public utility services, which are mainly calculated according to the area of the apartment or the number of persons residing therein. Mortgage credits for the purchase of a dwelling or expansion and improvement of the existing dwelling are less available to families with children than to couples without children. 

In order to improve the dwelling credit system in providing State aid for increase of availability of credits to individual categories of residents, including families with children and tenants or members of their family who use living premises in a denationalised house or a house returned to the legal owner and have used them until the renewal of the property rights (hereinafter – tenant of denationalised house or members of his or her family), credits for the purchase or building of a dwelling, the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government Matters prepared and the Cabinet has approved on 16 August 2005 the updated Credit Programme for Development of Dwelling (Stage II), which intends the issuance of State guarantee to families with children for the purchase or building of living premises (dwelling). The amount of the guarantee for the purchase or building of dwelling is intended up to 25% of the value of dwelling to be purchased or the sum of loan, but not more than LVL 15 000 or the equivalent of this sum in another currency. Thus, families with children and tenants of denationalised houses or their family members who are able to reimburse the credit, but their income is insufficient in order to cover the first payment of the loan for the purchase of a dwelling will be provided State support for improvement of their dwelling situation. 

In order to provide State aid in availability of dwellings, persons who are vacating living premises located in a denationalised house or a house returned to the legal owner and who have used them until the renewal of the property rights, or also the referred to persons are evicted from living premises in the cases provided for in Sections 28.2, 28.4 and 28.5 of the Law On Residential Tenancy, the rights of local governments to grant the referred to persons a one-time allowance for vacating living premises is intended by the amendments of 12 December 2004 to the Law On Assistance in Solving Apartment Matters. In order to provide this assistance to tenants of denationalised houses and their family members, the State will provide co-financing to local governments in the amount of 50% in accordance with the procedures specified in Cabinet Regulation No. 594 of 9 August 2005, Procedures by Which State Participates in the Financing of Allowance for Vacating Residential Space. 
Pursuant to the data of the State Agency “Mājokļu aģentūra” (Housing Agency) regarding provision of the autonomous function of local governments – assistance in solving apartment matters –, altogether 21 058 persons were registered for the receipt of assistance – renting of residential space – in 2005, including 12 201 person – for renting of residential space in the first instance. In all 2 839 persons were registered for renting of a social apartment in 2005.

In 2005 local governments provided assistance in renting residential space to 3 134 persons, including providing such emergency assistance to 276 persons, but in the first instance – to 1 335 persons. Thus, only 13.6% of the persons registered in registers of renting residential space of local governments were ensured with residential space.  

The non-rented immovable property owned and rented (obtained for use) by local government in 2005 was 2 830 apartments. In comparison with 2004 the number of apartments has grown by 638 apartments.

In 2005 a social apartment was rented by 75 (in towns – 16, in districts – 59) socially vulnerable persons who are orphans and were not ensured with residential space, including a social apartment located in a social residential house – 31 (in towns – 13, in districts – 18) referred to persons. 

In accordance with data of the Central Statistics Bureau, in 2005 there were 518 children who lived in social residential houses of local governments and 949 children lived in social apartments. In comparison with 2004 the number of children living in social residential houses has increased by 30 children or 5.7% and the number of children living in social apartments has decreased by 16 children or 1.7%.

3.7. Most Significant Tendencies, which Characterise the Level of Welfare of Families with Children

· An increase in the disposable income of households was observed in 2005 (by LVL 9.07 in comparison with 2004), however, the increase of income was not uniform in household groups of different types, which is the basis of the increase of social inequality and poverty risk;
· the lowest income during a period of several years remains in two household types, which are also the most subject to the risk of social exclusion – in households where the child is raised by one of the parents (income per one household member – LVL 87.82 per month), as well as in families with three or more children (income per one household member LVL 61.71 per month);
· of young people from 15-24 years of age 62.5% were economically inactive in 2005. It should be evaluated positively because it testifies regarding involvement in the educational system and the development and involvement of a qualitative and educated labour force in the labour market in the medium term;

· In 2005 117 200 young people were employed, which is 8 300 more than in 2004;

· on 1 January 2005 a new system of the allowance for childcare was introduced, specifying the amount of the allowance for care – for employed persons who take care of a child up to one year of age, 70% from their average wage of insurance contributions during the preceding 12 months before the birth of the child, but not more than LVL 392 and not less than LVL 56 per month, but to unemployed persons who take care of a child up to one year of age – LVL 50 per month. The amount of the allowance to employed and unemployed persons who take care of a child from 1-2 years of age is LVL 30 per month;

· the number of recipients of the birth allowance in 2005 has increased by 3.5% in comparison with 2004 (21 247 – in 2005, 20 659 – in 2004);
· from 1 January 2005 the State support, a monthly amount of which conforms to the amount of supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child - approximately LVL 50 per month, is specified to children up to 18 years of age suffering from celiac disease who have not been specified a disability (and thus the supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child is not granted). In 2005 on average 439 persons per month received the State support to children suffering from the celiac disease;

· the amount of GMI was increased from LVL 21 in 2004 to LVL 24 in 2005; 
· in comparison with 2004 the number of children from 7-12 years of age who receive means of support from the MGF has increased by half. If in 2004 such were 1 809 children, it was already 3 859 children in 2005.
4. Rights of the Child to Familial Care

4.1. Child and Family

In 2005 the number of disadvantaged families reduced for 724 families in comparison with 2004 (8 712 families). Including reduction by 263 disadvantaged families that were accounted during the year (in total 1 363 families).  Thus, the number of children living in disadvantaged families (17 037 children) reduced for 4 414 children.

Although a rapid increase of disadvantaged families was observed in 2003, the number of disadvantaged families began to decrease in 2004 and almost reached the indicators of 1998 in 2005. (8 697 families – in 1998, 9 436 families – in 2004, 8 712 families – in 2005).

In 2005 child care rights were withdrawn to 72 persons less (to 1 600 persons) than in 2004, however, the number of children in such families was larger than in the preceding year. In all there were 839 children up to 6 years of age (including) and 884 children from 7-15 years of age from 1 943 children (+25), whose parents were withdrawn the child care rights.

Table 19. Operation of Orphan’s Courts and Parish Courts

	
	1998
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Number of disadvantaged families
	8 697
	13 066
	9 436
	8 712

	including accounted during a year
	2 814
	2 467
	1 626
	1 363

	Number of children in disadvantaged families
	19 348
	23 665
	18 451
	17 037

	Number of persons to whom child care rights have been withdrawn according to a decision of the Orphan’s court
	1 776
	2 154
	1 672
	1 600

	Number of children whose parents have been withdrawn child care rights
	2 544
	2 300
	1 918
	1 943


Source: CSB data
4.2. Extra-familial Care of Children

4.2.1. Children in Institutional Care

Social care to children left without parental care is being ensured in three types of child care institutions depending on the age and health condition: social care centres for orphaned children (hereinafter – SCCOC), specialised social care centres for children (hereinafter – SSCCC) and children’s homes.

2005. There were 5 SCCOC, 3 SSCCC, and 44 local government children’s homes, 8 children’s homes of non-governmental organisations and 7 familial homes for children in 2005 in Latvia.

The number of children living in children’s care institutions continued to decrease in 2005. On 1 January 2006 the actual number of children living in institutions of children’s institutional care was 3 011 children, which is 94 children less than in 2004 (3105). 

Table 20. Number of Children’s Care Institutions and the Number of Children Therein
	
	SCCOC
	Children’s homes
	SSCCC

	
	1995
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2004
	2005
	1995
	2004
	2005

	Number of institutions
	6
	5
	5
	38
	48
	44
	3
	3
	3

	Number of children in institutions
	791
	564
	485
	1 618
	2 182
	2 170
	446
	359
	356


Source: Summary of Statistical Reports of the Social Services Agency of the Ministry of Welfare of the Republic of Latvia for 2005
In comparison with 2004 the number of children in SCCOC has decreased by 79 children in 2005. Also the number of children in children’s homes, which provided the service to 1 776 (-228) children, decreased in 2005.

Table 21. Distribution of Children who have Entered SCCOC According to Age Groups

	             Age  Year
	  Up to 2 years of age

(2 years of age/11 months

30 d. including)
	3-6 years of age (including)

	7-17 years of age (including)

	2003
	385
	135
	126

	2004
	362
	87
	113

	2005
	299
	74
	110


Source: Summaries of State statistics reports of the
Social Services Agency of the Ministry of Welfare of the Republic of Latvia

The number of abandoned children increased from 85 to 91, however the number of such children whose parents had been withdrawn care rights reduced from 136 cases in 2004 to 104 cases in 2005.

Table 22. Reasons for Placement of Children in a Children’s Care Institution in 2004 and 2005

	Institution

Reasons
	SCCOC
	SSCCC
	Children’s homes

	
	2004
	2005
	2004
	2005
	2004
	2005

	Orphans
	0
	1
	0
	0
	18
	33

	Care rights withdrawn
	136
	104
	1
	5
	421
	460

	Custody rights withdrawn
	1
	3
	2
	7
	57
	91

	Abandoned children
	85
	91
	0
	0
	19
	57

	Due to illness
	15
	19
	26
	20
	4
	6

	Other reasons of placement
	106
	75
	0
	0
	182
	0

	Total
	343
	293
	29
	32
	701
	883


Source: Summary of Statistical Reports of the Social Services Agency of the Ministry of Welfare of the Republic of Latvia for 2005
In 2005 the number of children who have entered children’s care institutions decreased in comparison with 2004. The number of children who have left the institutions in the accounting period increases due to the fact that the number of such children who return to family or are adopted increases. The number of children transferred to foster families has increased significantly (from 12 to 62).

Concurrently the number of such children who have began an independent life has also increased from 197 to 243. It may be explained by the condition that those children who were placed in institutions at the beginning of 1990s, when the number of children placed in institutions was high, reached the age of majority.

In total the number of such children to whom upon leaving children’s care institutions care in familial environment was provided (it was provided to 954 children or 67.8% of the children who have left children’s care institutions) increased in 2005.

23. Table 23. Number of Children who Have Left Children’s Long-term Social Care Institutions in 2004 and 2005

	Institution

Reasons
	SCCOC
	SSCCC
	Children’s homes

	
	2004
	2005
	2004
	2005
	2004
	2005

	Returned

to parents
	103
	123
	0
	2
	368
	394

	Adopted
	127
	110
	0
	0
	36
	71

	Placed under guardianship
	49
	46
	0
	0
	156
	137

	Placed for upbringing to foster families
	1
	13
	0
	0
	11
	49

	Began independent life
	0
	0
	0
	0
	197
	243

	Moved to

other institutions
	98
	73
	34
	24
	113
	107

	Deceased
	12
	7
	3
	5
	1
	0

	Other reason
	0
	0
	0
	4
	17
	12

	Total
	390
	372
	37
	35
	899
	1 013


Source: Summary of Statistical Reports of the Social Services Agency of the Ministry of Welfare of the Republic of Latvia for 2005
4.2.2. Adoption and Alternative Forms of Extra-familial Care for Children

In order to provide children left without parental care with familial environment and to reduce the number of children in children’s care institutions, the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs (hereinafter – MoCFA) continued to implement the complex of measures in the field of co-ordination of the extra-familial care system and methodological support of local government specialists in 2005.

In all 9 support groups to foster families, guardians and support persons have been established in Ķekava, Ventspils, Rēzekne, Auce, Valmiera parish, Dobele parish, Kaive, Liepāja and Vangaži. Foster families, guardians and adopters have also been provided with free of charge consultations of a psychologist in Tukums, Valmiera and Rīga.
Implementation of the campaign “Palīdzi bērnam augt!” [Help the Child to Grow!] was continued in the field of informing society, inviting society to participate in the provision of support to orphans and children left without parental care by becoming an adopter, a foster family, a guardian, a support person or a support family.

In total 2005 was marked by the fact that local government specialists have a better understanding regarding the principles of operation of foster families. Orphan’s courts (parish courts) more frequently place the children left without parental care in foster families. Concurrently it has been achieved that children up to one year of age left without parental care are also being placed in foster families, not State financed children’s social care centres. Thus, the child is provided with an opportunity to grow in a familial environment, not in an institution, which is particularly important to the further development of the child. 

4.2.3 Care in Foster Families

2005. The total number of foster families at the end of 2005 was 178. 

3. Figure 3. Families that Have Obtained the Status of Foster Families
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Source: Data of the MoCFA
153 would-be foster families acquired the foster family study programme in 2005. In comparison with 2004 this number has doubled.

The problems of dynamics in increase of the number of foster families have been detected in the large towns, for example, there are only 6 foster families in Daugavpils, 3 – in Liepāja, 1 – in Rēzekne, 1 – in Ventspils, 4 – in Rīga.

Of families, which fulfil the duties of a foster family, 90% live in the small local governments and mostly one family member is unemployed and works in his or her home farm. One of the reasons for it could be the fact that it is easier for foster families living in rural areas to ensure the foster child with living space.

There were 197 children who received care in foster families in 2005.
4.2.4. Adoption

In 2005 the MoCFA provided 1 474 oral consultations to natural persons and Orphan’s courts (parish courts) regarding the procedures for adoption in Latvia. By 31 December 2005 information regarding 1 217 children to be adopted, 3 adopters from Latvia and 363 foreign adopters was included in the adoption register.  

4. Figure 4. Persons who Wish to Adopt Children and the Number of Children Available for Adoption in 2005
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There were 57 children taken into pre-adoption care in  2005. 

In 2005 the previously observed tendency remained that several Latvian families waited until information regarding the child to be adopted is included in the Adoption Register pursuant to the decision of the Orphan’s court (parish court) because all children up to one year of age (even with health disorders) were found a family.

In 2005 of the 57 children whom Latvian adopters have taken into care 23 were up to 1 year of age, 11 children – from 1-2 years of age, 16 children – from 2-3 years of age, 5 children – from 3-5 years of age. Only two of the children taken into care had reached 7 and 8 years of age, moreover, a relationship between the adopter and the child had formed previously when the adopter was the support person of the child.

 Concurrently the number of Latvian adopters who wanted to adopt more than one child increased slightly. There were 5 families in 2005, while there were 3 families – in 2004. However, this number is insufficient because the largest part of children to be adopted have brothers and sisters. In total Latvian adopters mainly wanted to adopt one child up to 3 years of age.

The number of families, which want to adopt a child because they cannot have a child due to health problems, continued to decrease in 2005. In 2003 such were 76% of all families of adopters, in 2004 – 66% and in 2005 – only 55%. Concurrently the number of families who have their children and who want to help children by adopting them continued to increase.

Adopters justified their decision to adopt a child from extra-familial care institution differently – a wish to put in order family life, to assume the responsibility of parents, to express themselves as parents was mentioned. Adopters have indicated that they care about the destiny of abandoned children, that a family without children is incomplete, they wanted to do something worthwhile in their life, to give love, to pass on their experience, conviction, value system to a child left without parental care, to provide support and shelter to a child, to make their own life more interesting and worthwhile. Some adopters are from large families, they wanted to educate, to help in development, to do something good in their life.

The same as in 2004 the number of adopted children increased also in 2005 because the number of children adopted in Latvia increased significantly.

5. Figure 5. Number of Children Adopted in Latvia from 2001-2005
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Source: Data of the MoCFA
In 2005 the remunerations for adoption of 88 children were granted, which is almost one third more than in 2004 when 60 remunerations for adoption of a child were granted. Concurrently 59 decisions regarding granting of an allowance for child care or extension of an allowance granted were taken. The significant increase may be observed because guardians are more willing to adopt children under guardianship. In all 4 children were adopted from guardianship in 2004 and already 21 children – in 2005. 

6. Figure 6. Number of Children Adopted in Latvia from 2001-2005

[image: image6.wmf]Number of children adopted in Latvia from 2001-

2005

46

30

15

60

88

0

20

40

60

80

100

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005


Source: Data of the MoCFA 
The number of children to be adopted to foreign countries regarding whom the Minister for Children and Family Affairs has issued an adoption permit decreased slightly in 2005. There were 120 children in 2004, and 111 children – in 2005. 

7. Figure 7. Number of Children Adopted to Foreign States from 2001-2005
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Source: Data of the MoCFA
Foreign adopters have expressed a wish to adopt more than one child (brothers/sisters) significantly more frequently than Latvian adopters. In 2004 altogether 16 families adopted 2 children concurrently, 1 family – 3 children and 1 family – 4 children. But in 2005 altogether 16 foreign families adopted 2 children concurrently, 3 families – 3 children and 1 family adopted four children concurrently. 

At the same time in 2005 it was observed that the number of states, to which children from Latvia are adopted, had a tendency to expand: figures show that 65 children were adopted to France, 18 – to Italy, 20 – to the USA, 3 – to Canada, 2 – to Switzerland and 2 – to Germany, 1 – to San Marino. 

8. Figure 8. Number of Children Adopted to Foreign Countries in 2005
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4.2.5. Social Protection of Orphans and Children Left without Parental Care

For improvement of social protection of orphans and children left without parental care, the MoCFA developed regulations in 2005 namely “Regulations Regarding Social Guarantees for an Orphan and a Child Left without Parental Care, who is in Out-of-family Care, as well as after the Termination of Out-of-family Care”, which were accepted by Cabinet on 15 November 2005. Pursuant to the referred to Regulation, orphans and children left without parental care who have reached the legal age are provided with the following social guarantees from 1 January 2006:

1) in case where a child continues studies in a general or vocational educational institution, an allowance for monthly expenditure is provided for, the amount of which is not less than the amount of the State social security benefit (at present it is LVL 45);

2) with a purpose to ensure the child with the necessary things an extraordinary allowance for the purchase of household objects and soft furnishings is provided for, the amount of which may not be less than LVL 175;

3) resources shall be granted to a child, when the provision of services of out-of-family care is terminated after reaching the legal age, for the commencement of an independent life, and the amount of such resources may not be less than the amount of two social security benefits (LVL 90);

4) the local government shall provide psychosocial and material support, as well as other social guarantees and take the necessary measures for integration of the child who has reached the legal age into society.

4.3. Most Significant Tendencies in the Provision of Rights of Children to Familial Care

· In 2005 the number of disadvantaged families reduced by 724 families in comparison with 2004 (8 712 families);

· the number of children in children’s care institutions decreases (3 011 children – in 2005, which is 94 children less than in 2004), which testifies regarding a positive tendency in work involving the biological family of the child and establishment of other possibilities for the child to grow in a familial environment;

· in 2005 the number of recipients of the remuneration for the fulfilment of a guardian’s duties decreased by 429 persons, but the number of recipients of the guardian’s allowance for a dependent child – by 520 persons continuing the tendency of a decrease in the number of recipients commenced in 2004;
· on 1 September 2005 the amount of the remuneration for the fulfilment of a guardian’s duties was increased up to LVL 80 per month;
· 153 would-be foster families had acquired the foster family study programme in 2005. This number has doubled in comparison with 2004.
5. Rights of the Child to Education and Rest and Leisure

5.1. Pre-school Education

Children acquire the pre-school educational programme until they reach the age of seven years. The pre-school educational programme ensures preparation of an educatee for the acquisition of a basic education, comprising forming of individuality, mental, physical and social development, development of initiative, inquisitiveness, independence and creative activity, strengthening of health, psychological preparation for commencement of acquisition of basic education, and the acquisition of basic knowledge as regards utilisation of the official language.

In the school year 2005-2006 there were 1 579 educational institutions in Latvia (553 pre-school educational establishments, 438 general educational institutions having pre-school groups, 13 children and youth interest centres and other educational institutions), which implement licensed pre-school educational programmes, and it is 578 educational institutions more than in the school year 2004-2005 (1001). The total number of pre-school age children in educational institutions in the school year 2005-2006 is 74 968 children, which is 1 964 children more than in the school year 2004-2005.
Table 24. Pre-school establishments, Pre-school Groups in General Education Schools and Interest Educational Institutions on 1 September 2005
	Pre-school establishments
	

	Number of establishments
	553

	Number of children
	63 938

	Pedagogical staff
	16 808

	Pre-school groups at general schools
	

	Number of schools
	438

	Number of children
	10 434

	from them the number of children in groups for 5-6 years of age
	7 913

	Pre-school groups at interest education establishments
	

	Number of establishments
	13

	Number of children
	596


Source: CSB data
Altogether 98% of all five-year-old and six-year-old children are included in mandatory preparation for acquisition of a basic education in the school year 2005-2006. 

Demand for places in pre-school educational establishments increased, but the number of places in pre-school educational establishments is insufficient, thus at the end of year 2005 there were 15 080 pre-school age children waiting in a queue for places in pre-school educational establishments. The highest demand for places in pre-school educational establishments was for children up to 3 years of age (11 399 pre-school age children), the largest queue is in Riga and the Republic cities, except Daugavpils. 

Figure 9. Total Number of Pre-school Age Children in a Queue for Places in Educational Institutions
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Source: Data of the MoES
In evaluating the dynamics of changes in the number of pupils of pre-school educational establishments within the last decade, it is obvious that the number of pupils has significantly increased, although a comparatively small reduction of 2 001 pupils is observed in the school year 2005-2006.

2005. In September 2005 the total number of teachers in educational institutions implementing pre-school educational programmes increased by 270 teachers in comparison with 2004. In all 9 330 teachers worked in pre-school education in the school year 2004-2005, including 6 771 pre-school education teachers, 424 special pre-school education teachers, and 40 psychologists.

The number of teachers who have higher education complying with the requirements of regulatory enactments has increased in comparison with 2004.

Figure 10. Number of Teachers in Educational Institutions Implementing Pre-school Educational Programmes
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Source: Data of the MoES
Special pre-school educational programmes are implemented in 38 special pre-school educational establishments and general pre-school educational establishments, 326 special pre-school educational groups for children with different (language, sight, hearing, movement, etc.) development disorders. In 2005 funds for the integration of pre-school age children with special needs in general pre-school educational programmes were granted from the State budget.

5.2. General Education

In the school year 2005-2006 there were 1 026 general education schools in Latvia, in which 315 600 educatees studied, and it is significantly less than in 2000 when 359 800 pupils studied in general education schools.

At present 15 State gymnasiums operate in Latvia, which also implement the functions of a regional methodological centre by co-ordinating the further education of teachers in a town, district or region. A network of State gymnasiums is established so that such educational institutions would be located in all counties of Latvia.

The number of educatees in forms 1-9 of general education day schools has reduced by 17 359 pupils in the school year 2005-2006.

The total number of pupils repeating the year in general education day schools in the State was 8 485 in the school year 2005-2006.

Table 25. Number of General Education Schools and Pupils
	Number of general education
	schools
	of the Republic of Latvia
	and pupils
	in the school year 2005-2006

	 
	Total
	Schools of local governments and the MoES
	Schools of the MoCFA
	Private schools

	Number of schools
	1 026
	991
	-
	35

	Day schools
	993
	958
	-
	35

	    primary schools
	60
	57
	-
	3

	    basic schools
	486
	476
	-
	10

	    secondary schools
	383
	361
	-
	22

	    special schools
	64
	64
	-
	-

	Evening schools
	33
	33
	-
	-

	Number of pupils
	315 633
	312 308
	464
	2 861

	Day schools
	300 667
	297 342
	464
	2 861

	    primary schools
	7 580
	7 530
	-
	50

	    basic schools
	74 272
	73 070
	464
	738

	    secondary schools
	209 022
	206 949
	-
	2 073

	    special schools/cl.
	9 793
	9 793
	-
	-

	Evening schools
	14 966
	14 966
	-
	-


Source: Data of the MoES
The following general secondary educational programmes are implemented in day and evening (shift) schools in the school year 2005-2006 – the programme of the general educational direction, the humanitarian and social direction programme, the programme in the direction of mathematics, natural sciences and technics, the programme of a professionally oriented direction, and the special general secondary educational programme.

11. Figure 11. Distribution of Programmes of General Secondary Education and Educatees According to Programme Directions in the School Year 2005-2006
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Approximately 25% of pupils of secondary schools acquire a course in natural sciences, not physics, chemistry and biology separately. Mainly they are pupils of secondary schools who acquire educational programmes of the humanitarian and social direction or programmes of a professionally oriented direction and do not plan to study hard sciences. At present work at development of a new standard of the subject and teaching aids for natural sciences is taking place. 

Beginning with the school year 2005-2006 examinations in natural sciences, cultural history, geography and the economic basis of business were not organised in a centralised form. 

In comparison with the school year 2002-2003 the number of such educational institutions has increased, which implement pedagogical correction educational programmes. If during the preceding school year such educational programmes were implemented in 67 educational institutions, then in the school year 2005-2006 the number is 100 educational institutions. Accordingly the number of educatees in pedagogical correction forms has also increased – from 1 058 educatees in the school year 2002-2003 to 3 028 educatees in the school year 2005-2006.

In school year 2005-2006 1 965 pupils have finished basic school without a certificate (2 593 pupils – in school year 2004-2005) and 421 pupil have finished secondary school without a certificate (586 pupils – in school year 2004-2005).

The large number of pupils in the field of basic education who have finished basic school without a certificate presents a risk that these young people will not have the opportunity to get a sufficiently well-paid job in the future, thus they are subject to the risk of poverty and the risk to be excluded from an active social life. A large number of pupils has a low level of basic skills, and a low level of competence. Thus, there is a significant proportion of young people who enter the labour market without the general knowledge and skills necessary for continuation of a qualification and education.

 The number of children who do not attend school continues to increase. The Population Register had 311 661 children who had reached the compulsory schooling age registered in 2005 (331 942 in 2004). Of the 281 454 children (in 2004 – 287 230 children) that were registered in educational institutions, there were 2 658 children who have reached the compulsory schooling age (in 2004 – 2 592 children) and do not attend school. 

Table 26. Registration of Children who Have Reached the Compulsory Schooling Age in 2005

	Year
	All children who have reached the compulsory schooling age according to the data of the Population Register
	Registered in educational institutions
	Do not study and have not acquired a basic education

	
	
	Number of children
	In percentage from the total number
	Number of children
	In percentage from the total number

	2003
	331 121
	314 344
	94.9
	2 526
	0.8

	2004
	311 942
	287 230
	92.1
	2 592
	0.8

	2005
	311 661
	281 454
	90.3
	2 658
	0.9


Source: CSB data
5.2.1. Availability of Computers and the Internet

Not a single centralised procurement of computers has taken place within the last five years. Small procurements of computers have been made for the resources of local governments, which does not change the general present situation. The procurement of computers during the last years was basically ensured by the Project of the Latvian Education Informatization System (hereinafter – LEIS). Although significant progress was achieved within the framework of this project, the necessity to replace the out-of-date computer hardware and to increase the number of computers per 100 pupils has rapidly increased with the end of the project. There are also large noticeable differences in the computer equipment among schools of different districts and towns.

2005./2006. The proportion of continuous Internet connection in general and vocational educational institutions has increased in the 2005-2006 school year. 

5.3. Education of Ethnic Minority Children


Since 2000 the number of pupils in pre-school educational establishments, pre-school groups at general schools and interest education establishments with Russian as the study language continued to increase – in 2005 there were 16 400 (in 2004 – 15 300), but the number of pupils with Latvian and Russian as the study languages decreased – 2 800 (in year 2004 – 3 400), the number of pupils in institutions with Polish as the study language remained unchanged – 200, as well as the number of pupils in institutions with a different study language increased by 200.

A specific problem is the involvement of Gypsy (Roma) children in the general educational process, as well as pre-school education. Beginning with the school year 2002-2003 the number of Gypsy (Roma) children who go to general schools had a tendency to decrease: school year 2002-2003 – 1 591 Gypsy (Roma) children, school year 2003-2004 – 1 508 Gypsy (Roma) children, school year 2004-2005 – 1 464 Gypsy (Roma) children, school year 2005-2006 – 1 415 Gypsy (Roma) children. On rare occasions Gypsy (Roma) children engage in pre-school educational process. Although educating of 5-6-year-old children is compulsory in Latvia since 2003, many parents of Gypsy (Roma) children are still not informed about it. Thus, Gypsy (Roma) children upon not receiving a proper preparation for studies in school already find themselves in an unequal situation in comparison with the children of other nationalities at the very beginning of their education.

In 2005 Gypsy forms and pedagogical correction forms operated in 7 schools of Latvia – in Ventspils (since 1987), Jelgava (2002), Sabile (1998), Tukums (2001), Kuldīga (2002), Talsi (2001) where Gypsy (Roma) children study separately from other children until form 5 (except Ventspils secondary school and evening school).

Thus, specific attention in the field of education of ethnic minority children should be paid to Gypsy (Roma) children in the first place.

5.4. Activity of the State Pedagogical and Medical Commission in 2005

In all 9 meetings of the State MPC took place in 2005, during which examinations were conducted, consultations were provided and an appropriate educational programme for 1 885 children was recommended. During the State PMC meetings parents, teachers, school psychologists, employees of Orphan’s courts and parish courts or social workers accompanied each child.

12. Figure 12. Children Examined at the State PMC

[image: image12.wmf]Children 

examined 

at 

the 

State PMC

1294

1459

1885

0

200

400

600

800

1 000

1 200

1 400

1 600

1 800

2 000

2003

2004.

2005.


Source:  Data of the MoES
More than 7 000 visitors visit and receive consultations from the State PMC during a period of one year.

5.5. Provision of Non-formal (Interest) Education

The objective of interest education is to develop the abilities and talents of children and young people, to ensure opportunities for self-expression and development of their individuality. Participation in interest educational programmes ensures sapid and useful opportunities for spending rest and leisure, promotes preventive work in order to prevent the development of negative tendencies (drug addiction, alcoholism, delinquency, etc.) among children and young people.

Interest educational institutions founded by local governments, general educational institutions, private interest educational institutions, vocational oriented educational institutions and vocational educational institutions implement interest education.

In 2005 there were 70 interest educational institutions (children and youth centres, environmental education centres and technical creation establishments) operating in Latvia, in which 28 800 teachers worked and 78 944 pupils were occupied (of these 2 183 were children with special needs). 

27. Table 27. Number of Children and Young People Involved in Interest Educational Programmes (from 2 to 25 years of age)

	Number of educatees in general educational institutions
	283 947

	From them those engaged in interest educational programmes:

in general educational institutions
	197 806

	in interest educational institutions founded by local governments
	78 944

	in private interest educational institutions
	2 017

	in vocational oriented educational institutions
	4 564

	Number of educatees in vocational educational institutions
	35 489

	From them those engaged in interest educational programmes
	10 196


Source: data of the SYIC
The number of pupils engaged in programmes of interest educational institutions increases every year, the number of pupils with special needs continues to increase therein. In comparison with the 2001-2002 school year the number of such pupils had increased by 66% in the 2005-2006 school year. However numerically this number is very small because interest educational institutions do not have the necessary equipment in order to work with children of this group and qualification of teachers is insufficient.

13. Figure 13. Dynamics of the Number of Pupils Engaged in Interest Educational Programmes
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Source: data of the SYIC

Different educational programmes are offered in interest education:

· cultural education programmes (dance art, music, visual and applied arts, theatre art, etc.)

· technical creation programmes (technical modelling, model car building, electronics, video, photo, etc.);

· environmental educational programmes (4H clubs, guides, ecology, floristry, environmental researchers, etc.);

· youth work programmes (student local governments, youth clubs and interest groups, boy scouts and girl guides, etc.);

· sports programmes (dance sport dances, chess and checkers, orienteering, tourism, basketball, etc.);

· journalism, school of aesthetics, style lessons, foreign language, creative writing, etc.);

The greater proportion of children – 62% – have engaged in cultural education programmes, but children participate the least in youth work and environmental education – 4%.

14. Figure 14. Distribution of Participants of Interest Educational Programmes According to Programmes
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Source: data of the SYIC
More and more rest and leisure rooms or centres are established in educational institutions, where children and young people may spend their rest and leisure as they wish – in meeting friends, playing board games, reading books, drawing, constructing, watching movies, etc. – without engaging in any specific interest educational programmes.

5.5.1. Training of Youth Guards

There were 6 714 young people from 12 to 18 years of age engaged in the Youth Guard movement at the end of 2005, and they had formed 371 youth guard groups.

Within the framework of the youth guard training programme, the Youth Guard Centre organises different events – sports competitions, camps, celebrations of days of commemoration, excursions and other events. Altogether 514 different events of local and international scale took place in 2005, in which 15 377 youth guards had participated. Depending on the scale of the event the minimum number of participants is 15, the maximum – 706. It should be noted that the same youth guards have participated in several events.

	15. Figure 15. Number of Groups of Youth Guards
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	16. Figure 16. Number of Groups of Youth Guards
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In the 2005-2006 school year the Youth Guard Centre of the Ministry of Defence continued to implement training of youth guards in 69 schools of Latvia. 

17. Figure 17. Number of Training Lessons of Youth Guards
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Source: Data of the MoD
In 2005 the main events of the Youth Guard were – Annual Youth Guard Training Camp of youth guards, Youth Guard’s Day, Youth Guard Reunion, Youth Guard Parachutists Camp, County Men’s Games, Christmas battle events, Barricade events.


Among foreign events in 2005 – there were 62 in Lithuania, 32 in Estonia, 16 in Sweden and 41 in other states.


Also 363 youth guard events took place in counties in 2005 where 12 843 participants took part. These events included 124 hikes, 42 excursions, 20 camps and 177 other events.

5.5.2. Vocational Oriented Music and Art Education

Altogether 140 local government vocational oriented institutions of cultural education operated in all regions of Latvia in 2005: There were 65 music schools, 35 art schools, 40 music and art schools. The total number of pupils therein was 23 199. Including 2 new local government vocational oriented educational institutions that were founded: the Salgale Music School and the Dobele Music School.


In comparison with preceding years, the number of pupils of institutions of cultural education – prize-winners of international competitions increased in 2005 – approximately 300 pupils had become prize-winners in 74 international competitions that took place in Latvia and 17 in foreign states: (in Greece, Rumania, Hungary, France, Slovenia, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia, Germany, Lithuania, Russia, Estonia, Finland, Japan, China, the USA). 

As well 48 pupils and 47 teachers and concert masters  became prize-winners of the award of the MoCFA and the SCCF in 2005. It is less than in the previous period, but the reason is a decrease of the financing granted to the SCCF: LVL 15 000 in 2003, but LVL 6 000 – in 2005. The awards were awarded for the seventh time. Awards were awarded for achievements in the period from 1 November 2003 to 31 December 2004. 

The target programme “Provision of Material and Technical Basis of Art and Music Educational Institutions” was implemented in 2005 with the support of the SCCF, receiving total financing of LVL 280 000, within the framework of which 88 projects were implemented. 

5.5.3. Scientific Research Activity

In order to develop the interests and abilities of pupils to study the natural and social environment, to ensure creative meetings with other pupils interested in research work, a scientific conference of Latvian pupils is being organised every year. The 29th Scientific Conference of Pupils of Latvia took place in 2005. At the Conference 641 research papers in Section 21 were submitted for reviewing, and they were drawn up by 766 pupils and authors of 67 papers were awarded with a diploma of the first degree.

18. Figure 18. Number of Pupil’s Scientific Research Papers Submitted to a Conference of National Scale
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Source: data of the SYIC
The study camp “Alfa” for the winners of the subject Olympiads and prize-winners of the Pupil’s Scientific Conference was organised in Latvia for already the 38th time. Pupils of higher classes extended their knowledge in physics, mathematics, information science, chemistry, biology and social sciences in lectures and practical lessons.

5.6. Opportunities for Spending Rest and leisure

State, local government institutions, as well as private and public organisations provide the children with an opportunity to participate in the cultural process.

The children have an opportunity to occupy themselves in any of amateur art collectives (choir, different dance collectives, groups of instrumental music – bands, ensembles of kokle players, brass bands, etc., collectives of vocal art, folklore groups, hobby groups of applied and fine arts, drama collectives, etc.). In 2005 altogether 1 356 children and youth collectives operated in the field of amateur art with the total number of participants – 24 800.

5.6.1 Theatre

There were 478 school theatres, 23 school puppet theatres and approximately 100 theatre sports teams that operated in the State in the school 2005-2006 year. 

19. Figure 19. Distribution of School Theatres by Groups in 2005
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Source: data of the SYIC
Approximately 12 500 participants were engaged in collectives of school theatres. Increase in the number of participants of theatre collectives may be observed.

20. Figure 20. Number of Participants in Theatre Collectives
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Source: data of the SYIC
Several thousand participants participated in the public speaking competition “Zvirbulis”. The most active participants of the competition were pupils of the Jēkabpils district – approximately 700 pupils.

5.6.2. Music

In Latvia 957 choirs of general educational institutions and interest educational institutions, in which almost 37 600 participants were engaged, operated in 2005. The largest number of participants is in the choir groups of forms 2-4 and 5-9.

In comparison with the previous study years, the number of choirs has a tendency to decrease. It has several reasons:

· it is not possible to assemble choir groups in separate educational institutions because of the small number of pupils;

· free choice of the music subject in the secondary educational programme has an impact on the engaging of secondary school adolescents in choirs;

· there is a lack of qualified conductors of children’s choirs.

The number of mixed choirs has increased, and it was related to motivation of young people to acquire the programme of the IX Latvian School Youth Song and Dance Festival and to participate in the Festival.

21. Figure 21. Dynamics of the Number of Choirs
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Source: data of the SYIC
Altogether 900 small music collectives – vocal ensembles, pop groups, instrumental ensembles, vocal instrumental ensembles – and 325 soloists – vocalists and instrumentalists – operated in Latvia in 2005. In order to develop and improve the musical skills of small music collectives and soloists, to evaluate the results in the current study year, the musical competition “DO-RE-MI” was organised, as a result of which 41 collectives (258 participants) from the 8 500 participants participated in the concert of prize-winners in Riga.

22. Figure 22. Number of Participants in Small Music Collectives
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Source: data of the SYIC
Throughout Latvia 52 school brass bands, in which more than 1 500 pupils participated, operated in 2005. Since 2001 the number of children’s brass bands has increased from 39 to 52 bands. Accordingly the number of participants in children’s brass bands has also increased.  There are one or two brass bands in each district of Latvia, except for Liepāja, Kuldīga and Krāslava district.

23. Figure 23. Number of Participants of Children’s Brass Bands
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Source: data of the SYIC
5.6.3. Dance

There were 1 658 folk dance collectives, in which there were approximately 33 200 participants, which operated in Latvia in January 2005. The largest number of participants is in the group of forms from 1-2 and 3-4. In comparison with the previous years the number of folk dance collectives and pupils therein has significantly increased.

24. Figure 24. Number of Participants in Folk Dance Collectives
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Source: data of the SYIC
There were also 755 collectives of modern dances (free dance, breakdance, disco dance, show dance, hip-hop, stage dance) in Latvia, in which around 11 000 participants performed in 2005. 
5.6.4. Visual and Applied Arts

In 2005 in total 540 hobby groups (9 000 participants) implemented programmes of visual art, 922 hobby groups (15 300 participants) – programmes of applied arts. 

25. Figure 25. Distribution of Participants According to Programmes
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Source: data of the SYIC
Programmes of applied arts offer the children and young people varied classes (ceramic art, leather-dressing, woodworking, metal working, sewing, modelling, etc.). Due to this reason the number of pupils in these programmes is almost twice as high in comparison to the number of pupils engaged in programmes of visual art. In comparison with the preceding years the number of participants in programmes of visual and applied arts has increased.

The main task in the field of visual and applied arts was the implementation of the art projects “Dažāda pasaule” [Different World] and ”Mākslas diena Doma laukumā” [Art Day in Dome Square] in the event programme of song and dance celebration, as well as the making of a visual art exhibition in the project for children with special needs “Mana dziesma” [My Song].

The 33rd international children’s art exhibition “Lidice”, and the competition of visual and applied arts “Kultūras mantinieki” [Heirs of Culture] took place in 2005. In 2005 children from Latvia participated in competitions in Poland, for example, in the exhibition-competition of children’s drawings “Always Green, Always Blue”.

5.6.5. Technical Creation

There were 7 107 children and young people engaged in technical creation hobby groups of interest education. The number of pupils in technical creation hobby groups of interest education has decreased in comparison with the previous years.

26. Figure 26. Number of Participants in Programmes of Technical Creation
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Source: data of the SYIC
The most popular programmes of technical creation are technical modelling, model car building, electronics and photography.

An indoor aircraft model competition for approximately 100 participants was organised for the first time in 2005.

After a break of a couple of years an exposition of the works of radionics hobby groups of Latvian pupils, in which 50 works were displayed, was organised in 2005. 

5.6.6. Hobby Groups in the Field of Environmental Education

More than 4 700 pupils operated in hobby groups of environmental education in interest educational institutions in 2005. Almost 8 200 pupils have engaged in hobby groups of environmental education in general education institutions. The total number of pupils in these hobby groups has not changed in comparison with the previous years.

27. Figure 27. Number of Pupils in Environmental Education Hobby Groups 
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Source: data of the SYIC
Implementation of 4 projects of national significance occurred in environmental education – the forum of new environmental researchers “Skolēni eksperimentē” [Pupils Experiment], a competition of cognitive games “Iepazīsti vidi” [Get Acquainted with the Environment], competition – exposition “Mana izziņas taka” [My Inquiry Path], and the conference of environmental education “Esi vērīgs” [Be Observant]. Altogether 388 pupils and 115 teachers from 35 districts participated in closing events of these projects in Riga. The most active participants were from the City of Jūrmala and from Liepāja, Lūdza, Madona and Ogre district.

In 2005 the Ministry of Environment supported the course of 11 environmental cognitive camps, supported different educational and informative measures, for example, “Zaļā skola” [Green School], “Pastariņa taka” [The Lastborn’s Path], “Daba mani uzrunā” [Nature Speaks to Me] and others in the project category “environmental education and upbringing”. 

Pupils in every district have an opportunity to choose on average at least two hobby groups in the field of environmental education.

5.6.7. Book Reading

Such rest and leisure activity as book reading may be characterised with the help of indicators of libraries and publishing. The Children’s Literature Centre of the National Library of Latvia had a particularly significant role in 2005, in promoting initiatives that increase the interest of children in reading and promote the willingness to read.

In 2005 it was managed to involve approximately 15 000 children in the cultural programme “Bērnu žūrija” [Children’s Jury] financed by the State Culture Capital Foundation for a sum total of LVL 50 000 and administered by the Children’s Literature Centre of the National Library of Latvia. Within the framework of the programme children and adolescents (from 6 to 15-16 years of age) of 4 age groups had to evaluate books distributed to them for reading. The Children’s Jury had nominated the authors of 12 books for receiving awards (6 groups in each age group). Of the nominees 4 Latvian writers received a chocolate owl, the remaining books nominated by the children were translations. 

In 2005 altogether 14 400 books of the collection of the “Children’s Jury” had been procured for local government libraries for the financial resources assigned by the already referred to cultural programme (in 2004 – 12 000 books). The books were distributed in 475 libraries where the “Children’s Jury” operated. 

According to the data of the Bibliography Institute of the National Library of Latvia, in total 386 editions were given at the disposal of children in 2005.

Juris Zvirgzdiņš became the prize-winner of “Literatūras Gada balva 2005” [Annual Award of Literature 2005] in literature for children with his books “Franklina cepure” [Franklin’s Hat] (“Pētergailis”, 2005) and “Tobiass dodas pasaulē” [Tobiass Goes into the World] (“Garā pupa, 2005).

The Latvian Children’s and Youth Literature Council awarded the award of Jānis Baltvilks in children’s literature for the first time in 2005, it was received by Māris Rungulis for contribution to the development of youth literature and Anita Paegle for contribution to the development of children’s book art. 
5.6.8. Activity of Children’s and Youth Camps

In order to promote occupying of children and young people and the constructive spending of time, camps organised by local government institutions, public organisations, private persons are being offered in the State: educational, adventurous, sports, recreational and integration camps.

28. Figure 28. Distribution of Children’s Camps According to the Offered Programme
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Source: data of the SYIC

According to information provided by local governments more than 20 300 children participated in camps in the summer season in 2005, including almost 3 000 children in social assistance and integration camps and 500 children in camps for young people with special needs.

The total number of participants in camps has decreased in comparison with the preceding year. However the number of participants in camps for children of social risk groups has increased.

29. Figure 29. Number of Children at Summer Camps
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Source: data of the SYIC
In 2005 courses for educating of managers of camps were organised, offering a programme of 72 hours.

5.7. Activity of the State Youth Initiative Centre

In order to evaluate and analyse the situation and to draw up proposals for the further development of interest education, the State Youth Initiative Centre (hereinafter – SYIC) in partnership with local governments implemented more than 52 events of national significance in cultural education, technical creation, environmental education and scientific research work of pupils in 2005. 

In ensuring the methodological management of interest education, further education courses were organised in 2005 for specialists of interest education, managers of children’s and youth camps, where 286 participants participated, altogether 2 475 teachers attended informative educational seminars. Specialists of the SYIC drew up several methodological materials – song books of the IX Latvian School Youth Song and Dance Celebration, booklets of the celebration, 13 descriptions of folk dances, descriptions of inquiry paths in environmental education, descriptions of environmental cognitive games, etc.

5.8. Most Significant Tendencies in the Ensuring of the Rights of the Child to Education and Rest and Leisure

· the total number of pre-school age children in educational institutions in the school year 2005-2006 is 74 968 children, which is 1964 children more than in the school year 2004-2005;

· demand on places in pre-school educational establishments increased, but the number of places in pre-school educational establishments is insufficient, thus 15 080 pre-school age children waited in a queue for places in pre-school educational establishments at the end of 2005;

· the number of educatees in forms 1-9 of general day schools decreased by 17 359 pupils in the school year 2005-2006; 

· a large number of pupils end basic school without a certificate – 2593 pupils in the school year 2004-2005;

· a large number of pupils end secondary school without a certificate – 421 pupils ended secondary school without a certificate in the school year 2005-2006 (586 pupils – in the school year 2004-2005);

· altogether 98% of all five-year-old and six-year-old children were included in the mandatory preparation for acquisition of a basic education in the school year 2005-2006;

· since 2000 the number of pupils continued to increase in educational institutions where Russian is the study language – in 2005 – 16 400 (in 2004 – 15 300), however, the number of pupils continued to decrease in educational institutions where Latvian and Russian are the study languages – 2 800 (in 2004 – 3 400);

· the number of Gypsy (Roma) children who go to General Educational Schools had a tendency to decrease beginning with the school year 2002-2003 (school year 2002-2003 – 1 591 Gypsy (Roma) children, school year 2003-2004 – 1 508 Gypsy (Roma) children, school year 2004-2005 - 1 464 Gypsy (Roma) children, and in the school year 2005-2006 - 1415 Gypsy (Roma) children); 

· In all 99 meetings of the State MPC took place in 2005, during which examinations were conducted, consultations were provided and an appropriate educational programme for 1 885 children was recommended;

· the number of pupils engaged in the programmes of interest education establishments increases every year. In comparison with the school year 2001-2002 the number of pupils with special needs had also increased by 66% in the school year 2005-2006.

· in 2005 the number of children engaged in different hobby groups was observed to have a tendency to increase (altogether 1 356 children’s and youth collectives operated in the field of amateur art with the total number of participants – 24 800);

· the total number of participants in camps has decreased in comparison with the preceding year, however, the number of participants in camps for children of the social risk group has increased.

6. Rights of the Child to Special Protection 
6.1. Criminal Offences against a Child

Since 2004 the number of detected cases when children have suffered from abuse increases. 

On the one hand, increase of this indicator is to be regarded as a very negative occurrence, on the other hand, it testifies regarding an increase of the interest and awareness of society regarding the problem of abuse of children, which has resulted in more active reports of residents regarding such cases. 

In 2005 the number of children who have suffered in a criminal offence increased by 653 children in comparison with 2004 (in 2005 – 2 779), the number of children who have suffered from intentional serious bodily injuries increased by two children (in 2005 – 11), but the number of children who have suffered from intentional moderate bodily injuries increased by three children (in 2005 – 33). As regards the number of children who have been brought to suicide (in 2005 – 2, in 2004 – 1), there were no substantial changes in 2005. 

The number of murdered children decreased by 7 children in 2005 (6 children – in 2005).

The most frequent crimes, in which children suffered in 2005, were robberies – 427 (+6), thefts – 250 (+57), rape – 170 (-96), cruelty and child abuse – 241 (+37).  

However, the number of children who have suffered in the result of criminal offences has a general tendency to increase.

30. Figure 30. Number of Children who Suffered as the Result of Criminal Offences
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Source: data of the MoW
6.2. Social Rehabilitation for Children – Crime Victims

The objective of social rehabilitation of children who have suffered from abuse is to provide a social rehabilitation service financed from the State budget in the place of residence and institution to such children, who have suffered from unlawful acts, as well as training of the relevant specialists. A psychologist, a psychotherapist or a social worker who has acquired a special training programme for rehabilitation of children who have suffered from abuse provides assistance to the child. 
These 6 rehabilitation institutions – the Talsi Women and Children’s Crises Centre, rehabilitation hospital “Krimulda”, Krāslava rehabilitation centre “Dzintari”, centre against violence “Dardedze”, Allaži Children’s and Family Support Centre – provided social rehabilitation services for the resources of State budget in 2005, 4 institutions – in 2004.

In 2005 social rehabilitation services to children who have suffered from abuse were provided to 493 children more than in 2004 (in 2004 – to 941 child; in 2005 – to 1434 children). Of these 872 children received these services at the place of residence, but 562 children – in the institution. Of the children who received the service 897 were boys and 537 – girls. 

The largest group of recipients of the service in 2005 were children from 11-15 years of age – 629 children (in 2004 – 560 children, in 2003 – 473 children, in 2000 – 577 children).

There were 302 children more than in 2004, who suffered from combined abuse, rehabilitated in 2005 (in 2004 – 117 cases). The number of rehabilitated children who have suffered from sexual abuse increased by  31 children (in 2004 – 65 cases), but the number of children suffered from physical abuse – for 25 cases (in 2004 – 38 cases).

Table 28. Distribution of Rehabilitated Children According to Types of Abuse

	Types of abuse
	Number of rehabilitated children (one child has received rehabilitation several times during the year)

	
	2004
	2005

	Emotional abuse
	819
	843

	Sexual abuse
	65
	96

	Physical abuse
	38
	63

	Parental neglect
	24
	13

	Combined abuse
	117
	419


Source: CSB data
6.3. Children in Conflict with the Law

According to the data of the Ministry of the Interior, the number of criminal offences committed by minors reduced by 1 325 cases in 2005 in comparison with 2004 (in 2005 – 2 864; in 2004 – 4 189). The referred to tendency as regards decrease of the number of criminal offences committed by minors exists both in towns and in rural districts.
The highest number of criminal offences committed by minors, which was registered in 2005, was in the Daugavpils district – 299 (in 2004 – 426), in the Liepāja district – 177 (in 2004 – 248), in the Jelgava district – 166 (in 2004 – 206) and in the Preiļi district – 94 (in 2004 – 160).
But the smallest number of criminal offences committed by minors, which was registered in 2005, was in the Bauska district – 30 (in 2004 – 67), in the Balvi district – 31 (in 2004 – 45), in the Tukums district – 45 (in 2004 – 83), in the Krāslava district – 48 (in 2004 – 59) and in the Madona district – 51 (in 2004 – 135).
The number of serious crimes committed by minors is still high in the State, although it decreased for 863 cases in 2005 in comparison with 2004 (in 2005 – 1 501). 
Every second crime is committed by minors in groups, every third crime is committed by minors who do not work and study, every fourth crime is committed under the influence of alcohol.

Table 29. Criminal Offences Committed by Minors (from 14-17 Years of Age)

	
	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005

	In total, including:
	2 591
	4 255
	4 189
	2 864

	Murders, including attempts
	14
	11
	10
	11

	Infliction of serious bodily injuries
	19
	20
	18
	12

	Rapes, including attempts
	25
	10
	7
	5

	Robberies
	69
	256
	212
	158

	Property thefts
	1 922
	2 490
	2 413
	1 595

	Hooliganism
	137
	257
	296
	-


Source: CSB data

The number of crimes committed by minors who have already previously committed a criminal offence is also high – in 2005 – 894 cases, which is 474 cases more than in 2004. 

Police officers who work in the field of prevention of child crime examined 6 978 (in 2004 – 7 356) submissions and complaints in 2005, from which 5 675 submissions were accepted in accordance with the procedures specified in Section 109 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Latvia. A decision regarding refusal to initiate a criminal matter was taken in 4 239 cases, which is 867 cases less than in 2004.  
Administrative violations protocols to minors were drawn up in 5 040 cases (in 2004 – 5 665 cases), but protocols to parents of minors and administrative violation protocol pursuant to Section 173 of the Administrative Violations Code (Non-fulfilment of Child Care Duties) was drawn up in 2 501 case (in 2004 – 3 060).
Since October 2005 police officers who work in the field of prevention of child crime took 791 decisions regarding commencement of criminal procedures, 311 decisions regarding termination of criminal procedures, a decision to refuse to commence criminal procedures was taken in 599 cases.

In all 627 cases regarding application of compulsory measures of correctional nature were heard in district (town) courts in 2005. 

The number of convicted minors in 2005 reduced for 384 cases in comparison with 2004. 
In 2005 actual deprivation of liberty was adjudged 258 minors, which is 66 cases less than in 2004 (324). Forced labour was applied in 185 cases (in 2004 in 142 cases). 
During a decade the number of minors convicted for illegal preparation, storage and selling of narcotic substances has drastically increased among minors (16 times).

Table 30. Convicted Minors According to Types of Individual Criminal Offences (14-17 Years of Age)

	
	1995
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Convicted minors in total,

     including regarding:
	1 063
	1 838
	1 786
	1 402

	Crimes against property
	885
	1 403
	1 329
	1 031

	Murders, including attempts
	9
	14
	9
	10

	Rapes, including attempts
	10
	17
	9
	2

	Hooliganism
	73
	183
	177
	156

	Infliction of serious bodily injuries
	9
	17
	17
	8

	Illegal preparation, storage and selling of narcotic substances 
	3
	45
	51
	32


Source: CSB data

The criminality of minors and tendencies related thereto become more dangerous in society and the consequences of offences – more unfavourable. However, improvements in reducing the criminality of minors have been achieved during the last five years.

6.3.1. Minors in Places of Imprisonment

The proportion of minor prisoners in Latvia on 1 January 2005 was 2.9% from the total number of prisoners, and this indicator should be evaluated as negative because in Latvia it is one of the highest among the European Union Member States.

According to the data of the Ministry of Justice 192 minor prisoners were in places of imprisonment in 2005. From them 97 were convicted and 95 – detained minors. Minor prisoners are placed in five places of imprisonment – in the Cēsis Correctional Institution for Minors, Matīsa, Iļģuciems, Daugavpils and Liepāja prisons. 

The Cēsis Correctional Institution for Minors is the only place of imprisonment for minors in Latvia. Male minors convicted with the sentence of deprivation of liberty are placed therein. In accordance with Section 50.7 of the Penitentiary Code of Latvia for the purpose of strengthening re-socialisation results after reaching the age of 18 years, the convicted minors may be left in the Cēsis Correctional Institution for Minors until the end of the sentence term, but not longer than until reaching 21 years of age. The total limit of places for convicted minors in this place of imprisonment is 124 places, however, on 30 December 2005 a total of 136 convicted minors were in this place of imprisonment from whom 94 had reached the age of 18 years. 

In accordance with Section 50.7 of the Penitentiary Code of Latvia female minors begin the serving of a sentence in a separate unit of the women’s prison. Limit of this unit is 10 places. On 30 December 2005 six convicted females were in this place of imprisonment from whom three were minors.

6.3.2. Education in Places of Imprisonment

A markedly low level of general education is observed among convicted persons. Altogether 32% of prisoners are young people – persons from 15-25 years of age from whom approximately 10% are minors. Almost 1/3 of the convicted persons were from 15-25 years of age, from whom each tenth person – a minor at the age of compulsory education.

In 2005 it was possible to acquire an education in 10 prisons, including Brasa, Daugavpils, Grīvas, Iļģuciems, Jēkabpils, Liepāja, Matīsa, Valmiera, Vecumnieki prisons and the Cēsis Correctional Institution for Minors. Possibilities of education in prison were not provided in 5 prisons – Central Prison, Jelgava, Olaine, Pārlielupe and Šķirotava prisons.

Basic educational programmes of pedagogical correction and basic educational programmes of pedagogical correction for ethnic minorities, basic educational programmes and basic educational programmes for ethnic minorities, as well as general secondary educational programmes of comprehensive orientation were licensed and implemented for instructing of prisoners in 2005. Altogether 1 642 or 23.6% of prisoners were engaged in the acquisition of education in 2005 (in 2004 to 621 prisoner or 8%, from whom 280 prisoners were minors).

6.3.3. Community Service

The State Probation Centre commenced the fulfilment of a compulsory measure of a correctional nature – community service – to minors beginning with 7 April 2005 (previously it was the function of local government). 

In 2005 the State Probation Centre received 77 court adjudications regarding application of community service, and 73 children registered for community service. By 1 January 2006 execution of community service was finished in 53 cases, from which the hours specified in court adjudications were worked in all cases.

6.3.4. Social Correctional Education Institutions

Social correctional education institutions are institutions, in which children with deviations of social behaviour are placed and in which, where necessary, compulsory measures of a medical nature are applied. A child should be placed in a social correctional education institution if social correction of his or her behaviour, in residing in the place of residence, has been unsuccessful or also he or she has committed a crime before reaching the age of 14 years.

In 2005 there were 14 children more than in 2004 (69 children) who resided in the social correctional education institution “Strautiņi”, which is intended for 90 pupils from 11-18 years of age. In 2005 there were 2 children more than in 2004 (20 children) who resided in the social correctional education institution “Naukšēni”, which is intended for 30 girls from 11-16 years of age.

6.4. Children with Special Needs

The number of disabled children has a general tendency to decrease.

Families, which raise a disabled child, receive a supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child, the amount of which is LVL 50 per month. The number of recipients of the referred to allowance in 2005 decreased in comparison with 2004 (in 2004 – 9 643 recipients; in 2005 – 8 630 recipients). 

31. Figure 31. Number of Children who Suffered as a Result of Criminal Offences
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However, concurrently children demonstrate special needs that are not related to disability.

From 1 January 2005 State support, the monthly amount of which conforms to the amount of supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child - approximately LVL 50 per month, is specified to children up to 18 years of age suffering from celiac disease who have not been specified disability (and thus supplement to the State family allowance for a disabled child is not granted). In 2005 on average 439 persons per month received the State support to children suffering from celiac disease.

Care in continuous social care and rehabilitation institutions from resources of the State budget is provided to children with serious mental development disorders, orphans and children left without parental care suffering from functional disorders.

Care for disabled children with serious mental development disorders from 4 to 18 years of age is provided in specialised children’s social care centres and specialised units of children’s social care centres. At the beginning of 2005 the number of disabled children living in children’s care institutions was 29 children more than in 2004 (in 2004 – 712 disabled children; in 2005 – 683 disabled children). 

2005. In 2005 the number of day centres for disabled children decreased (in 2005 – 4, in 2004 – 7), thus, the number of children who have received the services of day centres also decreased by 84 children (in 2005 – 116 children).

 Altogether 119 disabled children received care at home provided by local governments in 2005. By comparison – only 59 disabled children received such a service in 2004.

The number of pre-school age children with special needs decreased in 2005 by 144 children in comparison with 2004 (in 2004 – 4 623 children; in 2005 – 4 479 children). 
Children with special needs acquired pre-school education in 40 special educational institutions with 222 special groups of pre-school education, in 95 special groups of pre-school education in general pre-school educational establishments and in 12 special groups of pre-school education at schools. 

In all 4 522 children with special needs, including 2 615 children from 5-7 years of age, went to special groups of pre-school education in school year 2005. The greater part of five-year-old and six-year-old children (~70%) who had not attended educational institutions, which implement pre-school educational programmes, until compulsory preparation for acquisition of basic education need the help of specialists when beginning going to school.

There are 64 special educational institutions in Latvia in 2005, from which 44 are special educational institutions for educatees with mental development disorders and 20 educational institutions are for educatees with disorders of different nature and types (for example, eyesight disorders, hearing disorders and other). Altogether 9 691 children studied in such special educational institutions in 2005 (in 2004 – 9 793 children).

The decrease in the number of children with special needs in home training, which was for 1 458 children (-89) in 2005 and 1 547 children in 2004, is a positive tendency, because it testifies regarding the integration of children in educational institutions.

In order to promote the integration of pupils of special educational institutions for educatees with mental development disorders into society and in the labour market, special educational institutions offer the pupils who have finished the special basic educational programme for educatees with mental development disorders to continue studies in one to three years long vocational training programmes, in which these pupils obtain a first level vocational qualification.

In order to promote integration of a child in the society and to ensure availability of education close to the place of residence of the child, 85 general educational institutions implement special educational programmes in 2005, in which 10 068 educatees with different types of special needs study. Improvements in this field are very substantial in comparison with 2004, because only 1 168 children with special needs studied in general education schools in 2004. 

In order to ensure every child’s right to an education and to promote the integration of educatees with special needs in general basic education and general secondary education institutions, to ensure them with consultative and methodological support, 54 general education institutions received financial support in 2005 within the framework of the sub-programme “Integration of Children with Physical and Mental Development Disorders in General Education Schools” of the programme “General Education”. 

Support to the equipping and adjustment of premises of educational institutions, in which children with development disorders are integrated, according to the type and level of seriousness of development disorder, procurement of study technical means that are suitable to educatees of educational institutions with serious physical development disorders from the point of view of engineering had been provided with the support of local governments in time period from 2000 to 2005 within the framework of sub-programme “Integration of Children with Physical and Mental Development Disorders in General Education Schools” In all 5 educational institutions are completely suitable from the point of view of engineering and 9 educational institutions, as well as premises of the State Pedagogically Medical Commission, are partially suitable for children with movement disorders. In Riga 2 secondary schools are completely suitable and 1 educational institution is partially suitable. In the Latgale region 1 educational institution is completely and 1 is partially suitable in Rēzekne and the Rēzekne district; 2 educational institutions are partially suitable in Daugavpils; while 2 educational institutions are completely and 2 are partially suitable in the Vidzeme region; and 3 educational institutions are partially suitable in the Kurzeme region.


However, integration of children with functional disorders is still low in general educational institutions where unavailability of educational institutions to educatees with special needs, insufficient early medical, pedagogically psychological and social diagnostics, unavailability of medical aid in general educational institutions, lack of specialists for work with this risk group and insufficient range of study materials to young people with special needs should be mentioned as the main restricting factors.

6.5. Most Significant Tendencies in Ensuring Special Protection to Children

· the number of children who suffered from abuse continued to increase in 2005;

· regardless of the reduction in 2005 in comparison with 2003, the highest increase in the number of criminal offences in the last decade was observed during the last two years. On average each fourth criminal offence from the number of crimes committed by minors was committed under the influence of alcohol. The number of criminal offences committed under the influence of narcotic substances increased in 2005;

· the number of abused children who have received rehabilitation services increased in 2005;

· a markedly low level of general education is observed among convicted persons. In 2005 there were1 642 or 23.6% of prisoners engaged in the acquisition of education (in 2004 there were 621 or 8%);

· the criminality of minors and tendencies related thereto become more dangerous in society and the consequences of offences – more unfavourable;

· the proportion of minor prisoners in Latvia is one of the highest among the European Union Member States; 

· in comparison with 1995 the number of minor convicted persons has increased by 68%. During the last decade the number of minors convicted for illegal preparation, storage and selling of narcotic substances has drastically increased among minors (16 times);

· upon arriving at prison, minors are not being provided with several of their rights;

· the number of disabled children has been observed to have a tendency to increase during the last years; 

· the number of educatees with special needs who have been integrated in general educational institutions was small, however, it has increased in comparison with the preceding year;

· the number of children with special needs in home training is decreasing.

7. Civil Rights and Freedoms of the Child
7.1. Child’s Identity

According to the data of the Population Register of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs in total 23 994 children in Latvia in 2005 were non-citizens, 3 254 children were stateless persons or foreigners up to 15 years of age. 

Children of stateless persons or foreigners who were born in Latvia after 21 August 1991 have the right to be recognised as citizens of Latvia in accordance with Section 3.1 of the Citizenship Law. On 1 January 2006 there were 13 570 such children in Latvia.

In all 2 949 children up to 15 years of age acquired Latvian citizenship in 2005: through naturalisation procedures – 1 521 children; in accordance with the procedures of Section 2, Paragraphs 1, 1.1 and 1.3 of the Citizenship Law (registration of the citizen’s status) – 47 children; in accordance with the procedures of Section 3.1 of the Citizenship Law – 1 381 children.

7.2. Most Significant Tendencies in Characterising Children’s Rights to Citizenship

· the number of children who are non-citizens and stateless persons is still quite high;

· a work group for preparation of amendments to the Citizenship Law was organised in the Ministry of Justice in 2005. Amendments were prepared, but their progress was delayed until the end of 2006. One of the main amendments concerned facilitation of the procedure for acquisition of citizenship for children. 

Summary

The demographic situation in Latvia is still unfavourable. Since the 1990-ies the natural increase of residents is evaluated as negative, i.e., the number of deceased persons exceeds the number of persons born, however during the last few years preconditions for the increase of the number of new-born infants have been created in the State and the increase of the birth allowance may be mentioned as an example.

The mortality rate of infants has decreased twice (since 1995), however this indicator is still high and Latvia has the highest mortality rate of infants among EU Member States (in 1995 – 407 children, in 2005 – 168 children). The most frequent cause of children’s death in 2005 was external causes, from which 143 children died.

Within a decade the general health condition of new-born infants has improved and the health condition of children from 3 to 14 years of age has improved.

Data examined in the report in relation to the number of abortions testify that 12 785 artificial abortions were carried out in 2005, which is 5 405 cases less than in comparison with 2004.

In 2005 the number of disadvantaged families reduced by 724 families in comparison with 2004 (8 712 families).

The number of abused children who have received rehabilitation services increased in 2005.

It is to be evaluated positively that the number of children in children’s care institutions decreased (3 011 children – in 2005, which is 94 children less than in 2004), which testifies regarding a positive tendency in the work involving the biological family of the child and establishment of other possibilities for the child to grow in a familial environment.

The foster family study programme was acquired by 53 would-be foster families in 2005. This number has doubled in comparison with 2004.
Income at the disposal of households increased in 2005 (for LVL 9.07 in comparison with 2004), however, the increase of income was not uniform in household groups of different types, which is the basis of the increase of social inequality and poverty risk. 

The lowest income during a period of several years remains in two household types, which are also the most subject to the risk of social exclusion – in households where the child is raised by one of the parents (income per one household member – LVL 87.82 per month), as well as in families with three or more children (income per one household member LVL 61.71 per month).
Positive tendencies have been observed in the employment field, i.e., 117 200 young people were employed in 2005, which is 8 300 more than in 2004. 

In all 62.5% of young people from 15-24 years of age were economically inactive in 2005. It should be evaluated positively because it testifies regarding involvement in the educational system and development and involvement of a qualitative and educated labour force in the labour market in the medium term. 

Large number of pupils ended Basic School without a certificate – 2 593 pupils in the school year 2004-2005.

Demand on places in pre-school educational establishments increased, but the number of places in pre-school educational establishments is insufficient, thus at the end of 2005 there were 15 080 pre-school age children waiting in a queue for places in pre-school educational establishments.

It should be evaluated positively that the number of pupils with special needs engaged in programmes of interest educational institutions continues to increase every year. In comparison with the school year 2001-2002 the number of such pupils also increased for 66% in the school year 2005-2006.

A highly low level of General Education is observed among convicted persons. In total 1 642 or 23,6% of prisoners were engaged in the acquisition of education in 2005 (in 2004 there were 621 or 8%). The proportion of minor prisoners in Latvia is one of the highest among the European Union Member States.

A tendency for an increase in the number of children engaged in different hobby groups was observed in 2005.
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