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Issued pursuant to

Section 38, Paragraph one
 of the Law On Scientific Activity

 

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the calculation and allocation of financial reference amount from State budget funds to State scientific institutions, State institutions of higher education and the scientific institutes of State institutions of higher education (hereinafter – scientific institutions) registered in the Register of Scientific Institutions.

 

2. The financial reference amount (Binst) shall be calculated, using the following formula:

 

Binst = (I + P) x At, where

 

I – financial resources for the maintenance of a scientific institution;

P – financial resources for the work remuneration of scientific staff – the senior researchers, researchers and research assistants (hereinafter – scientific staff) elected in accordance with regulatory enactments and included in the database of scientific staff of the Latvian Academy of Sciences; and

At – the development coefficient of the scientific institution.

 

3. The financial resources for the maintenance of a scientific institution (I) for one calendar year shall be calculated, taking into account the standard for working premises, the exploitation costs of one square metre of the premises and the coefficient of the branch, using the following formula: 

 

I = Zd x Q x T x Kn, where

 

Zd – the average number of the scientific staff, research technical staff and research attending staff (hereinafter – employees employed in science) (expressed in the equivalent of full working time) in the previous year;

Q – the standard for working premises for one employee employed in science expressed in the equivalent of full working time (40 hours per week) – 15 square metres;

T – the expenditure for the maintenance of one square metre of the premises per year (including the maintenance of the premises, payments for public utility services, administrative costs, remuneration for technical and attending staff working in science), which have been specified in accordance with the annual opinion of an expert, which has been approved by the Ministry of Education and Science;

Kn – coefficient of the branch: 

1) natural sciences (physics, biology, chemistry), engineering sciences and technologies (including architecture and construction), health sciences, agricultural, environmental, land and forestry sciences – 2,0; and

2) other branches of science – 1,3.

 

4. Financial resources for the work remuneration of scientific staff (P) for one calendar year shall be calculated, taking into account the number of the scientific staff and the specified amount of base remuneration, using the following formula: 

 

P = Zz x (A + N) x 12, where

 

Zz – the average number of the scientific staff (expressed in the equivalent of full working time) in the scientific institution in the previous year;

A – the monthly base remuneration of one senior researcher (expressed in the equivalent of full working time), which conforms with 50% of the lowest rate of the monthly salary of a professor in accordance with Cabinet Regulation No. 836 of 28 July 2009, Regulations on Work Remuneration for Teachers; and

S – mandatory payments of State social insurance.

 

5. The development coefficient of a scientific institution (At) shall be calculated, using the following formula: 

 

At = Ss x 0,12, where

 

Ss – the sum of the quality indicators of scientific activities.

 

6. The sum of the quality indicators of scientific activities (Ss) shall be calculated, taking into account the quality indicators of the scientific activities of a scientific institution (Annex 1), using the following formula: 

 

Ss = E1 + E2 + E3 + E4, where

 

E1 – the type of the implemented projects;

E2 –the influence of publications on the development of scientific thinking;

E3 – the nature of co-operation with merchants and other commissioning parties; and

E4 – the nature of participation in the improvement of higher education and scientific qualification.

 

7. The financial reference amount shall be calculated and allocated to the senior researchers, researchers and research assistants elected in a scientific institution and included in the database of scientific staff of the Latvian Academy of Sciences.

 

8. The financial reference amount shall not be calculated for the scientific staff which has not participated in the implementation of any scientific project or contractual work in the previous year.

 

9. The financial reference amount shall not be calculated or allocated for the provision of scientific activities of such professors, associate professors, docents, lecturers and assistants of institutions of higher education working in a scientific institution who are working regular working hours in the referred to academic positions in accordance with the regulatory enactments regulating labour rights. 

 

10. A scientific institution shall use the allocated financial reference amount for the achievement of the tasks and objectives specified in the operational strategy of the scientific institution, including for the provision of co-financing of the European Union Structural Funds, other foreign and international financial instruments and international scientific research projects. The work remuneration of the scientific staff from the financial reference amount allocated to the scientific institution, which has been calculated in accordance with Paragraph 4 of these Regulations, shall be determined by the scientific institution in proportion to the amount of the financial reference amount received for the current year, taking into account the work remuneration policy of the scientific institution, the qualification indicators of the scientific staff and the personal investment of each researcher in the sum of quality indicators Ss of scientific activities (Annex 1).

 

11. In order to calculate the financial reference amount, the scientific institution shall, each year by 1 April, submit the following information to the relevant sectoral ministry regarding the previous year (regarding the period from 1 January to 31 December): 

11.1. a list of the employees employed in science (Annex 2);

11.2. the type, title and financing of the implemented international scientific research projects for the scientific institution;

11.3. the number and titles of the projects implemented within the scope of the State research programmes;
11.4. the number and titles of the projects financed by the Latvian Council of Science;
11.5. the number and titles of the scientific publications anonymously reviewed and referred to in scientific magazines included in internationally available databases, and the name of the relevant internationally available database;
11.6. the number of the registered international and Latvian patents, as well as the registered varieties;
11.7. the number of the sold licences, patents and licence agreements;

11.8. the number and names of the research (scientific development) contractual work financed by Latvian or foreign merchants;

11.9. the number and titles of market-oriented research projects and projects financed by State administrative institutions and local governments;

11.10. the number and titles of scientific activity projects acquired in accordance with the procedure of competition from other international public funds (for example, European Union Structural Funds, European territorial co-operation projects, Life, other foreign and international financial instruments) and from private resources; and
11.11. the number and titles of Bachelor’s, Master’s and promotional theses developed in a scientific institution and defended at an institution of higher education, as well as information regarding the young scientists working in a scientific institution (a natural person who has acquired a doctoral degree in science not earlier than 10 years prior to the submission of the report).

 

12. The relevant sectoral ministry shall, by 15 April of each year, submit the information received from scientific institutions to the Ministry of Education and Science.

 

13. On the basis of the information submitted by the relevant sectoral ministry and using the formulae referred to in Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of these Regulations, the Ministry of Education and Science shall, by 1 June each year, calculate the necessary financial reference amount for the following year for each scientific institution.

 

14. The Ministry of Education and Science shall submit a request to the Ministry of Finance regarding the amount of funds necessary for ensuring the financial reference amount for the following year.

 

15. The Ministry of Education and Science shall plan the financial reference amount intended for a scientific institution in proportion to the total amount of funds granted in the State budget for the current year for the provision of the financial reference amount.

 

16. Data regarding the financial reference amounts allocated to scientific institutions for the current year shall be available to the public. The spending of the financial reference amount shall be reflected in the annual report of the scientific institution.

 

17. Funds for the financial reference amount shall be allocated to scientific institutions from the State budget for the respective year in accordance with the Law On Budget and Financial Management. It shall only be permitted to use the financial reference amount for activities of such scientific institution, for which it has been calculated.

 

18. The relevant sectoral ministry has the right to request additional information from a scientific institution in order to ascertain whether the financial reference amount allocated is being used in accordance with these Regulations.

 

19. Cabinet Regulation No. 623 of 4 August 2008, Procedures for the Allocation of Financial Reference Amounts for State Scientific Institutions and State Institutions of Higher Education (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2008, No.14), is repealed.

 

20. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2010.

 

Prime Minister 





V. Dombrovskis

 

Acting for the Minister for Education and Science,

Minister for Welfare 





U. Augulis

 

Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 1316

10 November 2009

 

Quality Assessment of Scientific Activities

 

	No.
	Quality indicator of scientific activities
	Criteria
	Number of points*

	1. 
	E1 – nature of the implemented projects
	1.1. the scientific institution is involved in at least one project of the networks of excellence of the European Union Framework Programme or is implementing at least one integrated project, target-oriented scientific project or joint project*, as well as is participating in the implementation of projects of the State research programme and projects financed by the Latvian Council of Science
	3

	
	
	1.2. 1.2. the scientific institution is implementing one (or more) research projects financed by international programmes (for example, co-ordination and support activity projects of the Framework Programme, COST, NATO, bilateral co-operation projects)*, as well as participating in the implementation of projects of the State research programmes or is implementing projects financed by the Latvian Council of Science
	2

	
	
	1.3. the scientific institution is implementing one of the projects financed by international programmes or is participating in the implementation of projects of the State research programmes, or is implementing projects financed by the Latvian Council of Science
	1

	
	
	1.4. the scientific institution is not implementing any of the projects referred to in Paragraph 1 of this Annex
	0

	2.
	E2 –the influence of publications on the development of scientific thinking
	2.1. within the last five years there have been 0,5 publications per single member of the scientific staff of the scientific institution (expressed in the equivalent of full working time) which have been published in a scientific periodical, have been cited (excluding self-citation) in scientific literature, taking into account the citing index Web of Knowledge, SCOPUS or A&HCI, or SSCI, or the leading databases of the branch, and have been included in internationally available databases, or 0,3 scientific monographs which are referred to in the library catalogues of the US Congress
	3

	
	
	2.2. within the last five years there have been 0,5 scientific publications per single member of the scientific staff of the scientific institution (expressed in the equivalent of full working time), which may be found in scientific publications anonymously reviewed and included in internationally available databases
	2

	
	
	2.3. within the last five years there have been 0,5 other scientific publications per single senior researcher, researcher and research assistant (expressed in the equivalent of full working time)
	1

	
	
	2.4. there are no scientific publications
	0

	3.
	E3 – the nature of co-operation with merchants and other commissioning parties
	3.1. the scientific institution has had international patents or varieties registered, licences or patents sold within the last five years
	3

	
	
	3.2. 3.2. the scientific institution is implementing scientific research and scientific development contractual work financed by Latvian and foreign merchants, projects financed by State administrative institutions or from other international public funds (for example, European Union Structural Funds, European territorial co-operation projects, Life, other foreign and international financial instruments) and projects financed from private resources**
	2

	
	
	3.3. the scientific institution is implementing market-oriented research projects or is conducting research projects financed by local governments, or has registered Latvian patents or varieties within the last five years
	1

	
	
	3.4. the scientific institution has no co-operation with merchants and other commissioning parties
	0

	4.
	E4 – participation in improvement of higher education and scientific qualification
	4.1. one (or more) promotional thesis and one (or more) Master’s thesis *** has been developed in the scientific institution and defended in an institution of higher education during the accounting period or the number of young scientists employed in the scientific institution during the accounting period exceeds 20% of the total number of employees employed in science
	3

	
	
	4.2. doctoral students develop promotional theses and one (ore more) Master’s thesis*** has been defended in the scientific institution or the number of young scientists employed in the scientific institution during the accounting period is 10-20% of the total number of employees employed in science
	2

	
	
	4.3.Master’s and Bachelor’s theses have been developed in the scientific institution during the accounitng period or at least one young scientist is employed in the scientific institution during the accounting period, but the total number thereof is less than 10% of the total number of employees employed in science
	1

	
	
	4.4. the scientific institution has not participated in the process of higher education during the accounting period, and no young scientists are employed therein
	0


 

 

Acting for the Minister for Education and Science,

Minister for Welfare 






U. Augulis

Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation No. 1316

10 November 2009

 

List of Employees Employed in Science

 

	Given name, surname
	Position
	Date of election in the academic position
	Employment (hours per year)
	Employment (expressed in the equivalent of full working time)
	Participation in projects (project type)

	Scientific staff elected
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Acting for the Minister for Education and Science,

Minister for Welfare 





U. Augulis

* If the number of scientific staff of the scientific institution exceeds 50, at least one project per each 50 senior researchers, researchers and research assistants of the scientific institution.


** If the number of scientific staff of the scientific institution exceeds 50, at least one project or contractual work per each 50 senior researchers, researchers and research assistants of the scientific institution.


*** If the number of scientific staff of the scientific institution exceeds 40, at least one promotional thesis and one Masters’ thesis per each 40 senior researchers, researchers and research assistants of the scientific institution.
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